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Abstract

The subject of the present study deals with the Algerian elite’s role in the resistance to the
French colonialism between 1880 AD and 1945 AD regarding the colonial policies concerned
with the Algerian culture. These policies played a prominent role in the emergence of the
Algerian elite and made fruitful efforts to culturally resist the French occupation. As a matter
of fact, the end of the 19" century and the beginning of the 20" century marked the division
of the Algerian elite into two distinct streams, namely: the conservatives and the frenchified.
The elite was influenced by a number of internal as well as external factors, which contributed
to the evolution of its activity. Therefore, it was able to establish national newspapers,
associations, and clubs. In addition to some institutions and schools used as platforms for
cultural resistance in order to preserve the national identity that the French colonialism strived

to eliminate. Consequently, it took a hostile attitude and passed several laws against it.

Keywords: Algerian elites — cultural resistance — French occupation — 1880-1945 AD.
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