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Abstract

This research studies the image of the Other irg&eB.R. Martin’sA Song of Ice and Fire
To highlight the falsified image of the Other, tlesearch tackles the act of othering in
different societal classes through Daenerys Taggasyinteractions. Feminist and
postcolonial theories are applied in a textual ysialof the literature. First, the research
analyzes the woman as an Other through Daenerpsindigs with close male counterparts.
Second, it applies the postcolonial notions of Bitgeand worlding to Daenerys’ takeover of
Slaver’s Bay. Third, it outlines how the Subalteans conditioned as Others. The notions of
liminality, the contact zone, and transculturatéwe also identified. The research reveals the
protagonist is complicit as a female Other butrlagbels against patriarchy. She performs
the act of othering against the peoples of Sla@a\s through different motives. She also
conditions the Subalterns as Others through theotade of their cities and the restriction of
their economy.
Key words: George R.R. MartinA Song of Ice and Firéelhe Other, Feminism,
Postcolonialism, Othering, Worlding, Subaltern, Inality, Contact Zone,

Transculturation.
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General introduction

George R.R. Martin'$\ Song of Ice and Fires an incomplete epic fantasy series
thatcurrently holds five published books with two moaréhe making. Ever since the
publishing of the first book Game of Thrones 1996, it gained ostensible popularity
leading to itgeal-life adaptation with HBO's Game of Thrones &twlise of the Dragon.
The subsequert Clash of Kingsvas published in 1998; afterwarl, Storm of Sword#\
Feast for CrowsAnd A Dance with Dragonwere released in 2000, 2005, and 2011
respectively.

Taking place on the fictional continents of Wesseaod Essos, the reader follows
several major and minor characters through limgtexspective chapters. The series deals
with three main plots: a dynastic war among promiri@milies for control of Westeros,
thelooming threat of the mythical Others in norttmost Westeros, and the ambition of
the exiled daughter of the deposed Westerosi kirassume the Iron Throne, which is
the monarch position of Westeros and on whom #search will focus on.

Daenerys Targaryen is the daughter of the depasgdk Westeros Aerys Il.

The Targaryen dynasty had ruled over Westerosdarlythree centuries by establishing
militarysupremacy through their control of dragamsl past the extinction of said
dragons. Their dynasty eventually ended with allielbeand Aerys Il was subsequently
killed along with his family. The only survivors weeDaenerys and her older brother
Viserys. At the beginningdk Game of Thronedifteen years have passed since the
rebellion, and Daenerys and her brother are ire éxiEssos.

In an attempt to win back the Iron Throne, Daenéysarried off to a Dothraki
warlord by her brother in exchange for an army. Metplan fails and he eventually dies,

leaving his sister to fend for her own. She becoangseen in a foreign land, constantly
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needing an escort for translation but she slowbobees an independent and intelligent
ruler following her husband's death. She rebelsagthe Dothraki patriarchal customs
and declares herself a queen, aided by newly hddtzgons to her side, symbolizing
her bloodline and claim to authority and the Irdwdne. She decides to march to the
Slaver's Bay area in search of an army to oveé&steros but eventually settles down
as a queen. Indoing so, Daenerys conflicts wighrégion's city-states and disrupts their
customs and economy as she sees fit.

This research will tackle the problematic act dfasing from three angles: the
othering of women, the othering and worlding of twdonized peoples, and the othering
of the unrepresented Subalterns. We will dissestcthntroversy of the conditions of the
otheredgender and the people and the Subaltern who wiereastd from their own
culture under theguise of civilization and pedderefore the major question to be
answered is: how does theact of othering compdals@image of the perceived
Other?

The sub-questions that follow are:
a) How is the woman viewed as an Other?
b) How do the acts of othering and worlding take pface
c) How is the Subaltern conditioned as an Other?
This research aims at:
a) Visualizing the act of othering from different setl classes.
b) Critically investigating Daenerys’ colonial autharirhetoric.
c) Highlighting the falsified image of the Other.
The study will focus on Daenerys Targaryen in havels from the Dothraki land
through chapters 3, 11, 23, 39, 49, 57, 64, 67aid, 75 ofA Game of Thrones\Next, we

will follow her in the city of Qarth through chapsel2, 27, 40, 48, and 63 AfClash of
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Kings. Lastly, we will examine her tactics in the Slagdday region, in Astapor through
chapters 8, 23, and 27 AfStorm of Swordsn Yunkai through chapter 42 afStorm of
Swords and finally in Meereen via chapters 57 and 7A &torm of Swordand chapters
2,11, 16, 23, 30, 36, 43, 50, 52, 55, 59, 67 @nhdfA Dance with Dragons

The researcher will employ a qualitative researelhod utilizing a descriptive
and analytical research paradigm. Data will beeoddid through the primary sourcés:
Game of Thrones, A Clash of Kings, A Storm of SsyartiA Dance with Dragonoonly
employing theperspective chapters of Daenerys sadhgling of data will be done based
on its relevancy tothe feminist and postcolortfiglaries in use. It will be accompanied by
the description of conversations and quotes framctiaracter of Daenerys as well as the
analysis and interpretation of them. Secondarycgsuinclude the A Song of Ice and
Fire Wiki website, which is hosted by two co-authof the series and provides thorough
articles on characters, regions, and all thatesltad the novels; as well as several
scholarly books and articles. The data analysisutilize certain notions by feminist
critic Simone de Beauvoir and postcolonial theaedtconcepts, mainly Gayatri
Chakravorty Spivak’s othering and worlding, the 8ltdrn, Homi Bhabha's liminality,
and Mary Louise Pratt’s contact zone and transratiton.

In two orchestrated chapters, we will cover théedént angles of otherness. The
firstchapter will be a theoretical framework. Baging with the feminist theory of
Simone de Beauvaoir, followed by postcolonial thesiby the critics Gayatri
Chakravorty Spivak, Homi Bhabha, and Mary Louisat®Rthis chapter will conclude
with a fictional overview of the history within tiseries of Daenerys Targaryen’s
bloodline and a description of the areas that ekeles in, mainly the Dothraki Sea and

the Slaver’s Bay region.
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The second chapter will entail an analysis of iteedture. The first section will be
afeminist critique of Daenerys experiencing thiechothering against her female self
duringher time with her brother and husband inRbéhraki land and her subsequent
rebellionagainst patriarchy. The second section will foaushe othering and worlding
of the colonized peoples in the Slaver's Bay regioihe cities of Astapor, Yunkai, and
Meereen. The third section will center on the atigeof the Subaltern. In this research,
the peoples arethe superior class of individuéls laelong to the nobility and the
Subalterns are the inferiorclass of workers aadesd who have been denied their rights
and access to welfare. The notion of liminalitgx@mplified in the characters of
Daenerys and Brown Ben Plumiirhe contact zone is identified in the city of Mesare
Transculturation is present in theUnsullied segkiarnal services as emotional support,
and the Meereenese Subalternsseeking compengatiournt livestock.

The second chapter will entail an analysis of itegdture. The first section will be a
feminist critique of Daenerys experiencing theafaithering against her female self during
her time with her brother and husband in the D&iHeand and her subsequent rebellion
against patriarchy. The second section will foaushe othering and worlding of the
colonized peoples in the Slaver's Bay region- endiies of Astapor, Yunkai, and Meereen.
The third section will center on the othering o tBubaltern. In this research, the peoples are
the superior class of individuals who belong tortbbility and the Subalterns are the inferior
class of workers and slaves who have been dengdriphts and access to welfare. The
notion of liminality is exemplified in the characéeof Daenerys and Brown Ben Plumm. The
contact zone is identified in the city of Meere@ransculturation is present in the Unsullied
seeking carnal services as emotional support,lEieereenese Subalterns seeking

compensation for burnt livestock.
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The literature allows for various literary and plsibphical approaches to be used in
studying it. The concept of otherness was useddgaNElnahla in her article "The Other
Beyond the Wall* where she analyzed the otheritiude towards the Westerosi free folk.
In the dissertation “Otherness in George R.R. MatFantasy NoveA Game of Thrones,
Andraz GradiSnik analyzes the various otherediestih the novel and how they react to
dominant societal norms. Jay Arlen Schroeder Jnigrihesis “Power and Women: An
Examination of Daenerys Targaryen” studies the dpipdties for female agency despite the
medievalist patriarchy. An Orientalist approachgplied by Mat Hardy in his article “Game
of Tropes: The Orientalist Tradition in the works@R.R. Martin” in which he dissects the
negative portrayal of the East through the Origstt&lssos. Analytical essay compilations
published to date includdastering the Game of Thronedited by Jes Battis and Susan
Johnston, as well &ame of Thrones and Philosophy: Logic Cuts Deejpen Swords

edited by Henry Jacoby.
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Chapter One: Theoretical Framework

Introduction

This chapter encompasses the theoretical framewfdtie adopted literary
approaches to conduct this research in additidghedictional contexts necessary to
comprehend Daenerys’ familial legacy and to progdegraphical and cultural backgrounds
of the colonized region. The literary approachesrele the concept of otherness from
feminist and postcolonial perspectives. In additmdefining othering and worlding, the
concepts of the Subaltern, liminality, contact zared transculturation are also introduced.
The fictional historical context covers the Targarkings, the Dothraki region and culture,

and the cities of the Slaver’s Bay region.

1.1. Postcolonial and Feminist Conceptualizationf@therness

Postcolonial critics examine colonial subjugatiowl &s impact on ethnic identities.
The field studies all past mechanisms of colomgderialism and its present aftereffects. As
it gained prominence during the rise of post-strtadtsm, key theorists adopted post-
structuralist precepts in coming up with their osamcepts. In addition to the
deconstructionist critique of binary oppositiortgyt were influenced by Marxism, feminism,
cultural studies, psychoanalysis, and Michel Folisaconcepts of power, discourse, and
discipline. Through some key concepts that inclodentalism, othering, worlding, contact
zone, and others, they examine and criticize thi®@wa ways Eurocentric culture maintains
its hegemony by defining itself against the Othaa thus circumscribing the discursive
possibilities of that Other (Felluga 224). Seve@mdtcolonial critics have shared interests
with feminist critics. As both domains deal witticem of human oppression, patriarchal

subjugation is analogous to the colonial subjugatibindigenous populations. This situation
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results in both groups having similar problems evnmg realizing their independent,
personal, and group identity; gaining access taipal power and economic opportunities,
and finding ways to think, speak, and create trehat dominated by the ideology of the
oppressor (Tyson 405).

A ubiquitous problem that postcolonial critics dathinist critics deal with is that of
othering, a process by which the ones in powerrobtite representation of other groups in
society and effectively marginalize them (ZevallG&)e binary opposition of Self/Other is
seen through a feminist lens as the male beingrikideged one over his female counterpart,
while through a postcolonial lens, the colonizeesginalize the colonized, effectively
othering them (Mushagq 25). Otherness is used im@geably with alterity and difference
and they are essential to understanding how ther@ifd the Subaltern are constructed in

that Western perceptions of subjectivity intergeltde colonized peoples (Howley 16).

1.1.1. Feminist Theory: Simone de Beauvoir

Feminism has always presented a controversialarégcourse. Beauvoir questions
the status of feminism and the surrounding dis@orsit. Is there even a problem when it
comes to women? The historical narrative on fermnilsd not clarify its specific issues and
the theory of eternal feminine still upholds, yetre are still those who claim women are
losing themselves. What even is femininity? Itgseeed upon that women are half of the
world's population but it is said that femininiyin jeopardy. As a "model that has never
been patented" femininity has a vague essenceraidan characteristics (Beauvoir 26).
These characteristics, as such those given teethedthe Black, have lost their ground as
biological and social sciences no longer deem ttiefimitive (26). Experts consider
characteristics as secondary reactions to a Sityatihich invokes the implication that

femininity is a result of the situation of womematghout history.
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The situation of women throughout history cornesesloman out of logical, objective,
and scientific discourse due to the pseudo-sciertélief that she is locked in subjectivity
because of her particular conditions, which aredvaries and her uterus, that some claim
make her "think with her hormones" (Beauvoir 28)getting that male anatomy also
includes hormones. This situation was enforcedistphcal figures like Saint Thomas and
Aristotle who claimed that women's nature shouldeggarded as suffering from natural
defectiveness, and the former even decreeing thiatam was an incomplete man. It is
believed that "humanity is male, and man definesao, not in herself, but in relation to
himself, she is not considered an autonomous b€i®): Because of her nature, her
undefined femininity, and her anatomy, she is tlessential to the essential, she does not
think of herself without a man, while he can ewighout her. "He is the Subject, He is the
Absolute. She is the Other" (29).

Every human is an existent subject who posits tleéras as a concrete transcendence.
That is, they go through several projects and exgiytaccomplish freedom by continuously
surpassing toward other freedoms. The justificafrthis is the expansion of the present
existence towards an indefinitely open future. Tgasspective of existentialist morality
contends that humans concerned with justifyingrtbristence experience it as a need to
transcend themselves, but if they fall into immargegrexistence degrades into itself and
freedom becomes facticity. If the subject consemthis fall, they commit a moral fault but if
it is inflicted on them it is a form of oppressiavhat defines the situation of woman is that
while she is an autonomous being, she discoveselidorced to be an Other in a male-
dominated world. This is done to keep her as aaablijound to immanence because her
transcendence will always be overshadowed by anedsential and sovereign

consciousness. She is entrapped in the clash betiwedundamental claim of every subject
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that always puts itself as essential and the intiposi of a situation that puts her as
inessential (Beauvoir 41).

Alterity is a foundational element of human conssieess. It can be found in the
most primitive societies, travelers who are logalheir homes are othered and looked at
with suspicion when in a foreign area. Beauvoirligsghis principle to the division of the
sexes. She bases this hypothesis on Hegel’s cthahén consciousness itself there is a
fundamental hostility to any other consciousnessrelthe Subject asserts itself as the
essential in opposition to the other inessentig@aibbut there is a reciprocity within the
relation. Opposing parties have treaties and ageaenthat unveil the fagade of the Other
and they recognize the reciprocal relativity of tektion. This reciprocity is not found
between the sexes though. Only one of them istaskas the essential and the other is
coated with alterity (30).

Throughout history, whenever one group manageamoirghte another it was often
because of numerical inequality that enabled thenityato oppress the minority. The two
parties have been once unrelated, they either sexte@ach other's autonomy or were
unaware of each other until some historical evestugted the balance. Examples of such are
slavery in America or the Jewish diaspora or tltgg@nous peoples in America. They had a
before they share a past, a tradition, a culture, anaksiones religion. There is also the case
of the proletarians, they are not a numerical iaéityuand never formed a separate group, but
a whole historical development explains their eise as a societal class. Bebel draws a
parallel between the latter and women: "There mtealways been proletariat, there's
always been women...as far back as history can bedyahey've always been subordinate to
men." (31). Women's dependence on men was noégudt Iof abecomingor a historical

event, it did not happen. This led to the beliettththerness is an absolute.
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Women do not usere, except in certain cases like conferences, theyod@osit
themselves as Subjects compared to the proletatl@sews, or the Blacks who wgeto
refer to themselves and posit themselves as Selged effectively turn anti-semities, whites,
and bourgeois into "others." Instead, they usentiel women because men say it. Their
actions are "no more than symbolic agitation" coragdo the Russian revolution by the
proletariat and the blacks in Haiti; they only wwhat men were willing to grant them
(Beauvoir 31). Women do not possess the concretmsnith which they can assemble into
a unit to overturn otherness. They have no shaaet] po history, no religion of their own,
and not even solidarity of labor or interests, thagnot form their own unit. Women are
dissipated and tied by economic interests and lscoiaitions to certain men, husbands, or
fathers, more closely than they are tied to othemen. Bourgeois women support Bourgeois
men more than women proletariat; white women supphite men and not black women
(31-32).

The two sexes have never divided up the world éguzér legal status alone puts her
as inferior. Even when her rights are acknowledgmeteptually, long-standing habit
withholds their manifestation in customs. Maleséhavgreater chance at success, better jobs,
and higher wages, they hold the most importanttipos in industry and politics. Refusing
complicity, refusing to be the Other, leads towmnan having to renounce all the
advantages this alliance offers. "Lord-man will erally protect liege-women and will be in
charge of justifying her existence" (33). Everyiumdual is tempted to forego asserting
himself as Subject and to be existentially depenhderanother individual. The lost individual
when cut off from transcendence eludes the stredsiaguish of an authentically assumed
existence. So the woman, by assuming her role lasrCavoids the "metaphysical risk of a
freedom that must invent its goals without helpd #me economic risks (33). She is in deep

complicity with the man who sets her up as sucl,sire does not make the prompt of



Belakehal 10

herself being a Subject because not only doesaslelthe concrete means, she discerns the
non-reciprocal necessary link connecting her to, laind because she is often satisfied with
being an Other (Beauvoir 33).

Male domination of the world was not adequatelyl@xgd, but through existential
philosophy, the history of the hierarchy of theesexan be elucidated. The beginnings of the
human species were not ideal: hunters and gathex@ped a sparse yield with great effort. It
is theorized that while women were given hard wihky were tasked with carrying heavy
loads to enable men within the convoy to keep thairds free to fight any potential
aggressors. The latter's role was the more dang@mei but in many cases, women were
robust and resilient enough to engage in warripedkions. They showed as much courage
and cruelty as males, with some saying they evethéir teeth into their enemies' livers.
Notwithstanding their resilience, the freights eproduction held them back. Pregnancy,
giving birth, and menstruation rendered them itteptork or to take care of themselves and
their children. They needed the catch from hunéind fishing brought by males and their
protection. She did not even have the privilegmaintaining life that he had. The man
controlled the balance between reproduction andymtion because frequent pregnancies
and too many children took up the majority of heesgth and time rendering her unable to
provide for those children (105).

Men and women are equally indispensable for graupivgal. The need for manual
labor prevailed over the need to exploit raw matsyihumanity was seeking more people.
Yet even then when motherhood was most venerdtedsi not enough to put woman on a
pedestal. The reasoning is that “humanity is r&itrgple natural species: it does not seek to
survive as a species, its project is not stagnatticeeks to surpass itself” (106).

With a minor interest in their posterity, primitimeasses had no territory, no

ownership, no stability, they had no concrete ioflegermanence. They had no fear of death
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and sought no heirs, children were a burden. Nvsho how frequent infanticide was and
newborns who were not massacred died of lack ofelmggin "a climate of total indifference”
(Beauvoir 106). Thus, the woman who gives birtiddike a passive plaything and childbirth
becomes a bothersome accident of pain and use$ss<aiwing birth and breastfeeding are
not considered as activities, but as natural fonstithat do not involve a project. The woman
has no motive to claim a higher meaning for hestexice and thinks she should passively
submit to her biological destiny. And since housdwie unanimous with motherhood duties,
she is locked into the repetition and immanencdoofestic labor. It produces nothing new
and repeats itself from century to century (106).

Unlike her, the man performs acts that transcesdbiological condition. The stick or
club he arms himself with to get fruit from a ti@eto slaughter an animal is an instrument
that expands his grasp on the world. Instead oplgiatching fish, he constructs dugout
canoes to ease his conquering of the seas. Thsugyhactions, he tests his own power by
setting ends and projecting paths to them, andzneglhimself as an existent. His activities
are also often dangerous, which gives him suprdgrety. The hunter runs risks in the
struggle against wild animals, the warrior risks twvn life to promote the prestige of his
clan. This is how he proves that life is not hipretme value but that it must serve ends far
greater than itself. The man realizes himself asxastent by risking his life and not by
giving life. “superiority has been granted nothe sex that gives birth but to the one that
kills” (107).

Perpetuation of a species is sustained by re-orediut this creation is the repetition
of the same life but in different forms. Man gudeas life through existence, he serves the
species by creating new inventions and forgingahare. This is transcending life and by
this surpassing, he denies any value to repetimhcreates new values. Nevertheless, he

faces the complicity of woman because she alsdithrtanscendence, but her project is not
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just a matter of repetition; it is surpassing hastence towards another future. The core of
her being ratifies the masculine agenda. Man'spta$ to reign over the instant and shape
the future. Male activity subdued Nature and Wontsregarding that woman is also an
existent who gives life without risking her life ¢Buvoir 109).

The hierarchy of the sexes came to be by a conigdesignation that motherhood
and domestic labor are repetitive and they wer@téslly denied any values in the face of
the masculine projects that attempted to forgduhee. Thousands of years later, women are
still struggling to establish themselves as Subjeta male-dominated world. Lacking the
concrete means to assemble, living dispersed amamy and fearing economic risk, they are

apprehensive to branch out and prefer to stayasadesatisfied as an Other.

1.1.2. Postcolonial Theory
1.1.2.1.Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak’s Othering and Worlding

Whereas in more broad terms othering engulfs thmkand/or psychological ways
one group marginalizes another, Spivak coinededfra tn a postcolonial sense to circle the
process with which imperial discourse createsoitisers’ (Ashcroft et al. 201). In “The Rani
Of Sirmur: An Essay In Reading The Archives" shivekeinto the ethics of privileging
historical archives and argues against it, statiag if an academic equally knowledgeable on
the specifics of historiography and the study tefréiture were to reveal the "ineluctably
poetic nature of historical work" the balance ia thscipline of history would be amended
(Spivak 249).

She states that Imperialist archives and historiaalatives should not be taken at
face value. She outlines how the project of Impisria particularly the proceedings, and
dispatches of the East India Company administrdtigislight the othering and worlding

being done to secure territories and trade ro®peisak presents three examples of the
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formers that showcase the heterogeneity of colgraaler and their implicit enactions of
othering and worlding through reinscription, whitieans the re-establishment of an existing
concept in a different form from its conventionako(“Reinscriptiofi). These enactions
cause a transferential relation to occur wherero#ss reflects both master and subject.

On archivism, Spivak proposes a critical readingeferal archived unprocessed
materials to correct the disciplinary and cultdesldencies of the Western's representation of
Imperial India. Hegemonic nineteenth-century EusspRistoriography has classified the
archives as a repository of facts, the recordsha€kvSpivak has seen are of soldiers and
administrators of the East India Company that consthe object of representations that
became the reality of India. Notwithstanding thieeshess at play, one can say this was the
construction of a "fiction” that produced a colleetof "effects of the real" (Spivak 249). The
East India Company's administrators' dispatchededitets, when analyzed critically, tell a
different story of how the native was obliged te@®e a consolidating Other to the newly
domesticated European Master. Through three exampjevak outlines how the othering
and worlding are enacted in a manner that not makes the native a consolidating Other
but Europe as a self-consolidating Other in a MaStéject transferential relation.

These encounters take place in the Shimla Hilladima in the early nineteenth
century. Dispatches, consultations, and letterbaig sent and received in Calcutta, Delhi,
and the many states of the Hills. Captain GeofB&gh, an assistant agent of the Governor,
has written to Charles Metcalfe, the Resident ithDand the latter sent a copy to John
Adam, the Governor's Secretary in Calcutta. This atza time when the East India Company
was claiming to be entitled to settlement of tlaest but most of the states were not
"particularly forthcoming in partisanship” (253).

Birch's letter states:
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[I have undertaken this journey] to acquaint thegbe who they are subject to, for as
| suspected they were not properly informed ohd aeem only to have heard of our
existence from conquering the Goorkah and fromrigaseen a few Europeans
passing thro' the country (Spivak 254).

The Goorkah are Nepalese soldiers. Birch, notvatiding his abundant hostility
towards the Hills' people, is aiding in consolidgtithe self of Europe by "obliging the native
to cathect the space of the Other on his home gfo{@b3). He is forcing people to invest
their mental and emotional energies into subjedtiegnselves to the imperial project. He
sees himself as a representative image by whidigtg and utterance replace rumors of the
European on hills to information that reinscribés from stranger to Master.

Spivak conjures the concept of worlding of a wartduninscribed earth from
Heidegger's essay “The Origin of The Work of At©h a general scale, this can be seen as
inscribing the imperial discourse upon the colodigpace and is done through activities such
as mapping, by pinpointing the colony on the magh maming it so as to control it (Ashcroft
et al. 283). This occurs on a more intimate scédlere the imperialist project inscribes the
colonized space with its presence in it. “He isldiog their own world which is far from
mere uninscribed earth, anew, by obliging themameisticate the alien as Master” (Spivak
253). Captain Birch and the other policymakersesgaging in this as they move around the
Hills, establishing the truth value of the strangsithe reference point for these regions’
insertion into history.

The second example is from a secret consultatiter iFom Major-General Sir David
Ochterlony to the Governor’'s Secretary John Adaght€rlony, who was reported, unlike
Birch, to be a gentleman who only cordially hateel Hill people, wrote:

Mr. Fraser...considers these highlanders as haviengehms of all virtue, and | see

them only possessing all the brutality and perfgig] of the rudest times without the
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courage and all the depravity and treachery ohtbdern days without the

knowledge of refinement...I do not think the restimawill be received so much as

an obligation as a right, and | look forward toodistent and murmurs, if not

turbulence...to any plan which does not give bacKTeaeitory unalienated, and the

revenue diminishes in all its feudal relations 42%55).

Since the main focus of The East India Companyitsasading rights and its market,
this “restoration” should have been the right & tfative kings in an enlightened perspective,
but the Raja (king) Karma Perkash, whom Ochterismgferencing, did not possess such a
perspective. However, the Territory was not givankbunalienated and the revenue was cut
short, but the native Kings' subject-position wasarked into the position of the subject of
Imperialism. What was seen as a right, turnedamtobligation- as being obliged to follow
the Company’s plans. This became the recent eshgitt outlook on how victims of
imperialism “must feel nothing but an obligationtire long run” (255).

The third example scrutinizes some deletions madeleétter to the Marquess of
Hastings, Lord Moira, Governor-General-in-Countihe letter was drafted by the
Committee of Correspondence and corrected by tlaedBaf Control. Its purpose was to
reprimand the Governor-General because he alloalghhy Subalterns to serve with
regular troops in Native governments. This highfigthe heterogeneity of the "Colonial
Powers" in its production of othering the nativates from "our [colonial] governments."
The following excerpt was the drafted one and \atex Irephrased by the Board of Control of
the East India Company:

The first and main point in which you have erred bhaen in permitting Europeans

not in the Company’s service to remain in IndighifTpractice] would lead to an

impolitic improvement of the Discipline of the Tna® of Native Powers, and that too

through the Agency of officers who, as they aresulject to Martial Law, could not
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be adequately controlled by the Indian GovernmghesEast India Company’s

Governments]. The limited degree of science whichay be consistent with good

policy to impart to the troops of native powerslliance with the british government,

should be imparted by officers in our own servibecause from those officers only

have we a sure guarantee that our intentions sbable over-stepped (Spivak 256).

This passage makes clear an often implicit policsnbre general ideological
production fields like religious conversion or edtion: that meaning and knowledge
intersect power. The master is the subject of sei@md knowledge, the "science" mentioned
is the science of war rather than the "disintet#steowledge that is manipulated to create a
narrative that will later be perceived as absoltitat there is a "natural” difference in human
or racial substance between the "master” and thiévaY (256).

The Board of Control simply ordered to stop thénigirof Subalterns and re-scripted
the former bold passage to the following:

whatever may be your opinion upon the propriettheSe orders, we desire that they

may be implicitly obeyed: and we desire that we malyagain be placed in the

painful narrative of either doing an act of appatearshness or of acquiescing in an
arrangement, not only made without our consentsbah as beforehand it must have

been known that we should disapprove (256).

This was the letter that the Governor-General exadhyt received. The editing in this
passage clears the want to harmonize desire analawlesire is your law if you govern in
our name” before the desire was articulated awadae obeyed (257).

The three examples have showcased how otheringraniding take place in
diversity: by installing the glimpsed stranger las $overeign subject of information with the
agent of instrument Captain Geoffrey Birch, therefulation of right as obligation with the

agent Ochterlony as the stereotype of the impstiuiilain, and the conflicted master
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constituting desire as law with the corporatiortreesagent. They are all partaking in othering

and manufacturing a historical narrative of thd Blihtes.

1.1.2.2. The Subaltern

The Subaltern classes of society are those belgrigithe peasants, workers, and
those denied access to hegemonic power. Originadigning “of inferior rank,” the term was
first used by Antonio Gramsci as he proposed higoaphy on the groups of people subject
to the hegemony of the ruling classes. As histeng$ to present one side of history as
"official,” the side being the elite's or the calalts, Gramsci presented a framework for
studying the history of the Subaltern by focusingstx aspects:

a) Their objective formation,

b) Their active or passive affiliation to domingatitical formations,

¢) The birth of new parties and dominant groups,

d) The formations that the Subaltern groups prodogeess their claims,

e) New formations within the old framework thatersshe autonomy of the Subaltern classes,
f) Subaltern relationships with trade unions anlitipal parties (Ashcroft et al. 244)

The Subalterns lack access to the necessary meansttol and manage their
representation and even less access to socialidtndat institutions, leaving their history
"necessarily fragmented and episodic" (244). Eveemthey rebel, they are subordinated by
the ruling classes. The concept was inserted stcptonial studies by the Subaltern Studies
group which promoted a similar idea to Gramsci Whg&repairing the imbalance in
academia that heavily leans on elites and elitencuin South Asian historiography.
Understanding that subordination can only be undedsas a binary relationship with

dominance, the group studies the Subaltern asBgttive assessment of the role of the élite
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and as a critique of élitist interpretations oftttide," insinuating that the actions of the elite
classes were mirrored in the Subaltern (Ashcrod.e245).

In Subaltern Studies: Writings on South Asian Histarg SocietyRanajit Guha
stated that the domains of elite politics paratielgéth Subaltern classes as another political
domain in the case of colonial India. The lead i@ctd that domain were not the indigenous
society nor the colonial authorities, but the Stdyal classes and groups who comprised the
mass of laborers and the majority of the peopldu§a 295). The modes of political
mobilization for the Subaltern depended on tradalamrganization of kinship, territoriality,
or class associations and it often took the forra péasant uprising. Unlike the elite’s
mobilization that was obtained by adopting Britparliamentary institutions. The concept is
varied, however, in that it concerns all forms @berdination be it in terms of class, caste,
age, gender, or office, the common denominatorgotkia notion of resistance to elite
domination (Ashcroft et al. 245). It renders spirediscussions on several political and
cultural binaries, such as colonialism/nationalignperialism/indigenous cultural expression,

and others to hallmark a distinction between Sebaland elite.

1.1.2.3. Homi Bhabha'’s Liminality

Converging communities of different races or ethigis experience emerging
interstices as they coexist in a society. Inteestieneaning gaps, engulf the displacement and
overlay of the domains of racial and cultural diffeces and when these interstices
materialize “collective experiences of nationnessnmunity interest, and cultural values are
negotiated” (Bhabha 2). The representation of défiee is not a fixed traditional pre-given
ethnic or cultural trait; it is socially promulgateultural hybridities that result from historical

transformation. Notwithstanding singular or commiuriaims of identity, hybridities exist in
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luminal, in-between spaces where "the terrain f@b@rating strategies of self-hood" is
provided (Bhabha 1).

The liminal, derived from Latin and meaning threshas a concept expressly used in
psychology to describe the threshold between theate and the subliminal under which is a
limit that elapses sense perception (Ashcroft.et38). The notion of this concept as an
interstitial or an in-between space dilates thmtirom the restricted ‘limit’ definition.

Liminality is cultivated in postcolonial theory fas specificity in denoting an ‘in-
between’ space in which different modes of livintersect and the exploration of the
convoluted interactions of colonial and native gt is enabled. Bhabha utilizes an
architectural characterization by art historian &=Green to showcase liminality. Green, an
African American herself, reflects the questionaigepresentation and the presence of
community in the architectural wofkites of Genealoggnd simulates the binary logic that
constructs different identities such as black/wrated self/other. She makes the metaphor of
"the museum building itself rather than simply gsihe gallery space" (Bhabha 3). Bhabha
references this architecture and connects assmtsabietween particular binary divisions
using the attic, boiler room, and stairwell. Thiedais the liminal space which processes
symbolic interaction between the upper and loweasrbetween blackness and whiteness in
this instance: “the hither and thither of the staif, the temporal movement and passage that
it allows, prevents identities at either end dfaim settling into primordial polarities” (4).

The liminal walkway allows for hybridities to protte onto their distinct cultural elements

without settling for one as an identity.

1.1.2.4. Mary Louise Pratt’'s Contact Zone and Tranesulturation
A contact zone is a pedagogically developed teahittivolves meetings of

incongruous cultures in disproportionate relatid?rsitt initiated a transcultural pedagogic
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exercise to try and engage students in comprehgfittirir own subject-position in
transcultural negotiation and confrontation” (Agftet al. 62). She explains that the task of
attempting to unify the world in the classroom tigh a lecture, a monologue that would
claim truth and equity to all entities is an impbtsand unimaginable feat. Alternately, the
lecturer has to present the information arounddbethat their presentation will be received
in “radically heterogeneous ways” which they contd prescribe, nor were they entitled to
do so (62).

In her own words, contact zones are “social spatese disparate cultures meet,
clash, and grapple with each other, often in higtdymmetrical relations of domination and
subordination—Iike colonialism, slavery, or thefteamaths as they are lived out across the
globe today” (Pratt 4). Cultures of different raeesl ethnicities engage with each other and
negotiate their interactions and their history; ¢batact zone is the space that they take to
have those interactions.

Transculturation is one of the phenomena resuftimy the contact zone. The term
pertains to the reciprocal influences of repredetanediums and cultural practices in
colonies and metropoles (Aschroft et al. 263). Wesdiversity of the peoples continues to
clash in a society, in addition to the influencehd hegemony, the people adopt the means
given to them by the latter and they innovate tlaegording to their cultural beliefs and then
the means are transferred back to the hegemongsduliuration is the contact zone working
in two directions: hegemonic culture and mediumsepfesentation transfer and translate to
the marginalized colonial space and is alteredsamd back to the hegemonic culture

(Felluga 57).
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1.2. Fictional Context of the History within the Seies

The novel series covers several intricate plotslacations, notwithstanding
Daenerys'. The fictional continents of Westeros Bssbs, located in the west and the east
respectively and separated by the Narrow Sea, itbesmedievalist setting of the Seven
Kingdoms of Westeros and Orientalist Essos. In @imy published novels, out of seven
planned, Martin relays the fight for the Iron Thean Westeros, after the passing of Robert
Baratheon. The throne is taken by the latter's g@aom Jeoffrey. Rumors begin to swirl
saying that Jeoffrey is the product of an incessumlationship between his mother and her
twin brother Jaime, leading Robert's brothers Staand Renly to fight for the Throne.
Besides this, the looming threat of the mythicdié€d$ beyond the Wall of Westeros is
daunting upon the Night's Watch in the northernmegions. Not to be confused with the
Other and othering concept used in this resednehQthers of this particular plotline are not

the locus of this research.

1.2.1. The Targaryen Bloodline and its Demise

One of the reasons that encourages Daenerys tdseedain her father’s throne is
her family’s royal heritage. The Targaryens aregydrdords of ancient Valyrian lineage.
Valyria used to be the center of civilization of tknown world where they were one of the
powerful families until they immigrated to a smialnd near Westeros named Dragonstone.
Daenys had a dream where she foresaw the destrudttbe city, which prompted the
family to move. Twelve years later, the city gostleyed due to several volcano eruptions
and seismic attacks which left the Targaryens @ste surviving dragonlords (MartiRire
& Blood 7). Many years after their settlement, Aegon lidied to invade Westeros and unite
its seven kingdoms under one ruler. He sets offaleith his sister-wives Visenya and

Rhaenys and their dragons and successfully sulgidghé kings and the lords of all regions.
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This conquest would mark a historical anchor forkimy dates, battles, and births for
Westerosi historians, with AC for After the Conquasd BC for Before the Conquest.
Aegon | also established a new capital named Kimgygling where he built an Iron Throne,
a great metal seat built from the broken, melted, tavisted blades of his fallen enemies
(Martin, Fire & Blood 17).

Following Aegon |, sixteen male kings who variedenms of competence, cruelty,
and diligence sat on the Iron Throne. Notable evardtiude Jaehaerys | who created the first
constitution, Baelor | who became a priest, andrbaéwho conquered the unyielding
southernmost Dorne and died in battle. The laghe@fragons had died in Aegon llI's reign
in 153 AC, several attempts were made to hatchores but lead to nothing. Aegon V,
however, had caused a great tragedy in his atteartch new dragons, he gathered his
close confidants and alchemists and used wilddifeery substance that resembled
dragonflame and started a massive fire that rebuitéis passing (Martinthe World of Ice
and Fire104-186). This latter was the great-grandfatheédaénerys and started the event as
a celebration of her soon-to-be-born brother Rhaega

Aerys Il was the last of this bloodline to sit dretiron Throne. He was known to be
vain and changeable and of average competencyhéuaine wise decision he made was
making Ser Tywin Lannister his Hand of the King.tAe years passed it was becoming clear
that Aerys had no talent for ruling and spent imetfooling around, Ser Tywin was the one
dealing with day-to-day ruling matters (191-193grys slowly descended into madness and
paranoia because of his jealousy towards Tywinfdasthat the latter and even his son
Rhaegar were conspiring to kill him, and the anguaishis sister-wife Rhaella's numerous
miscarriages and stillborns. An event that propeties king's paranoia was the Defiance of
Duskendale. Lord Darklyn of the harbor town Dusk&adad devised a plot to lure the king

into his castle and hold him hostage in exchangéf®town's independence and lower
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tariffs. Aerys had agreed to the invitation solegcause Ser Tywin strongly advised him not
to go. He was held hostage for a year and onlydshyehe boldness of the knight Barristan
Selmy who sneaked into the castle and escortedbimrhe king locked himself within his
castle after this event and had a massive inciagseanoia and cruelty (Martiithe World

of Ice and Fire199-201). Barristan would later serve as Queensgdgoa Daenerys.

One of the lords decided to hold a tourney, whech sporting event for knights to
showcase their abilities. Aerys made his first @paece since the Duskendale situation and
shocked all spectators which his haggard appeaamntenstable behavior. However, it was
his son Rhaegar who, despite winning the tournemroitted a great offense. Rhaegar had
given a flower to Lyanna Stark and complimentedbeauty instead of his wife who was in
attendance. Lyanna was already betrothed to R8ae#atheon. The latter and the rest of the
Starks were not amused (206-211). The eldest gibl hers demanded for Rhaegar to
apologize yet Aerys had them killed, and even @déor the rest of their relatives to have
the same fate. Several lords saw this as an inguatid voiced their opposition. The battles
quickly escalated between the latter and the kirnyalists all over the kingdoms and lasted
for three years.

Ser Tywin had resigned from the king's servicégt point but his only son Jaime
became a Kingsguard. Aerys sent the rest of thgd¢inard to fight alongside Rhaegar but
kept Jaime as a hostage of sorts. Rhaegar woutdwally die in battle at the hands of
Robert, and Aerys plotted to have the city bombardith wildfire. Ser Tywin would return
to the castle to kill off the rest of the king'smmand Jaime would kill Aerys himself after
growing frustrated with his madness and cruelty6¢218). Robert Baratheon takes the Iron
Throne and puts an end to the three-hundred-yearTargaryen reign.

By the time of Aerys' death, Viserys had been lzofew years prior and Queen

Rhaella was heavily pregnant with Daenerys. It deeed that the remaining Targaryens
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were to be killed. After Daenerys was born and Ragmssed away giving birth to her, a
few loyal royalists managed to help the orphaned kiscape to Essos. The two would move
from city to city until a wealthy merchant in theé city of Pentos known as Magister lllyrio

offered them a stay in his mansion in exchangevftatever gold or jewelry they have left.

1.2.2. The Dothraki Sea

The Dothraki Sea is a large inland region of E$soated north of Slaver's Bay and
east of the Free Cities. It has a landscape opstelains, and great lakes. It became home
to the nomadic peoples of the Dothraki culture tair Khalasars who constantly battle each
other and raid surrounding lands. At the hearhef$ea is the only inhabited city of Vaes
Dothrak which is considered a sacred holy city whes blades or shedding of blood is
allowed ("Dothraki sea").

The clans of this culture live in hordes, dubbedldbar. The head of a Khalasar is
called Khal and his wife is a Khaleesi. When thekKdies, the Khaleesi is taken to Vaes
Dothrak to be a fortune teller amongst the otheiowis of other Khals, called the Dosh
Khaleen. Bloodriders are brotherly guards to thalkind they refer to each other as "blood
of my blood," they protect him in addition to commdars named Kos and Khas that are
dedicated to the Khaleesi and other important idd&is ("Dothraki").

Economically, they rely on giving and receivingtgiby way of trade as they consider
buying and selling an unmanly practice. Gifts imgicaptives and slaves, and returning gifts
does not occur immediately after receiving thenadgris allowed in the sacred city of Vaes
Dothrak where merchants and traders of surroundiggns come and display their products
so long they honor the Dosh Khaleen and the pekite @ity.

Wedding ceremonies take place in open areas arglhsts are expected to feast,

drink, dance, and fight for almost the entire delye Khalasars do not value privacy, and
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mating is done openly during ceremonies and regldgs. At the end of the wedding, the
bride is traditionally offered an arakh, a bow, anahip from the bloodriders. She is
expected to decline the gifts and present thenetdbsband instead. The Khal then presents
his new Khaleesi to the Dosh Khaleen. If the forisgregnant, she engages in the stallion
heart ceremony. As the Dothraki worship a horse gad all their rituals and culinary
customs include horse meat and carcass, the prielghaleesi would consume the heart of a
stallion under the supervision of the Dosh Khaldkshe eats the entire heart, the child will
be born a strong and fearless male; if she chokdéseoblood or retches up flesh, the child
could be a female, deformed, or a stillborn. Hdten are deformed they are abandoned to
feral dogs (“Dothraki”).

Polygamy is also practiced among some Khals, anméseven share their wives with
their bloodriders. Women are considered of loweiagdastatus. The bloodriders will not
allow a Khaleesi to command them, and female captare viciously assaulted and traded as
property. Even so, every male will bow to the autiiaand wisdom of the Dosh Khaleen.
When the Khal dies, his bloodriders are requiresktiely escort the widowed Khaleesi to
join the Dosh Khaleen and then follow him to desthwell. The Kos would battle amongst
themselves to take his place and form their ownlémrthey might even Kill his heir to erase

competition (“Dothraki”).

1.2.3.The Slaver’'s Bay Region

The Slaver's Bay region is located south of thenBaiti Sea and is infamous for
global slave trade. It was built from the ruingloé Old Empire of Ghis which was overtaken
by Valyrian dragonlords. The Empire and the Valysi#iought through five Ghiscari Wars
after which the dragonlords managed to destrogdtlaurn it to the ground. The Slaver Cities

reemerged after the Doom of Valyria and took cdrdfdhe slave trade (“Old Empire of
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Ghis”). The Ghiscari people are of mixed racesethdicities drawn together by the fall of
the empire and spread over the Slaver Cities, ibatest of which are Astapor, Yunkai, and
Meereen. Even though old Ghiscari culture and laggthave been forgotten, the people still
praise their Ghiscari heritage and customs. Theglspising the language of their colonizers,
High Valyrian, but with different dialects and ktise Ghiscari glyphs in writing (“Slaver's
bay”). Freeborn men and women typically wear tokaneng loose shapeless sheet wrapped
around the body and held by one hand. It is asigrower and higher status, and the fringe
on the tokar signifies one’s status (“Tokar”).

The economy of the region runs by producing andingaslaves for different
occupations. The slave traders form the ruling@eiacy of the cities, the slavers inherited
slave training expertise from the Old Empire arel\alyrians. They call themselves the
Good, Wise, and Great Masters of Astapor, Yunkad, Meereen respectively, and compete
when it comes to bed slaves, field hands, andstregh but unite in producing the infamous
eunuch soldier slaves named the Unsullied. Therlate taken as children and trained to be
obedient and fearless (“Slaver's bay”). They alsalpce copper, wine, and fabrics.

Astapor is a port city and is dubbed the Red Gitytlie red bricks used in its
architecture. The stepped pyramids, the plazasityhevalls, and other structures are built
with a peculiar kind of red bricks. "Bricks and btbbuilt Astapor, and bricks and blood her
people" is an old rhyme that designates the rear aflthe bricks to the blood of the slaves
who made them (MartilA Dance with Dragon203). The city is dominated by large stepped
pyramids, plazas, and fighting pits and ruled l®y@ood Masters. The main gate leads to the
Plaza of Punishment where rebellious slaves angefisnl and punished or executed, when
new slaves are brought through this gate theyaaed with this latter. The Plaza of Pride is

an open market where slavers present their prodlicescity houses over a hundred slave
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traders who sell slaves of different functions andupations, but the greatest of them sell the
eunuch soldiers the ‘Unsullied’ (“Astapor”).

Yunkai is dubbed the Yellow City and is ruled by Wise Masters. The city is
deemed a disreputable place as its Masters amanfs for corruption and cunning and its
main export is bed slaves and erotic dancersrdtatacture is made of tall stepped pyramids
and towers made of yellow bricks (“Yunkai”).

Meereen is the largest of the Slaver Cities amdled by the Great Masters, the heads
of the slaver families. The architecture of the aitcludes multi-colored bricks and its
infrastructure is better maintained compared toother cities. The nobility live inside
stepped pyramids, the largest of which is the GPgaamid which stands at over two
hundred meters. The poorer areas are located betiwegyramids. The city is wealthy due
to not only the slave trade but thanks to its figlhpits. The latter are combat contests of
religious nature, considered as a blood sacritidhé gods of Ghis in addition to a showcase
of courageous skill and strength to please the.gbus winners are acclaimed and well-
treated, and the losers are honored by graving tia@nes in the Gates of Fate. The pits are
also an event to condemn criminals to death, tesgmts a judgment by battle as a final
opportunity to prove their innocence. Men, womdrildren, and wild animals hold contests
in the pits and are intertwined with mock fights émtertainment. Animals killed during the
event are made into stews and given to the hunght@those who present themselves to

fight (“Meereen”).

Conclusion
Thus this chapter showcased the necessary theadrietimdations to analyze the
varied facets of the Other in Daenerys’ experienitesitlined how the othering of women is

a historically built narrative that started in {hrémitive ages and persists to this day due to
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male domination and female complicity. The chapteo highlighted the postcolonial
conceptualization of the colonized Other in thesgethat this latter is produced not only by
the high-status ruling figures but is enforced dy-class agents who are reinscribing the
colonized regions as they see fit and essentialiyding them. Besides the definition of the
inferiorly ranked workers class of the Subalteimjnality and contact zone are introduced.
The former represents the in-between space whédttegallhybridities reside and the latter
designates a space for engagement between diffmrtntes and ethnicities because of
colonization and produces transculturation. Theohisal context within the fictional world
covers the Targaryen bloodline and outlines thadgdhat Daenerys seeks to obtain again,
and the regions of the Dothraki Sea and Slavers Bais groundwork provides the

researcher with steady anchors to firmly conduetahalysis.
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Chapter Two: Multidimensional Analysis of Othering in George R.R. Martin’s A

Song of Iceand Fire

Introduction

This chapter covers the analysis of the novelautjindhree facets of the Other. The
first section concerns the othering of the femaledgr and it encircles the dynamics between
Daenerys, her brother Viserys, and Khal Drogo. Thislves chapters 3, 11, 23, 39, 49, 57,
64, 67, 71, oA Game of Thronesnd transitions into Daenerys’ rebellion agapadtiarchy
through chapter 75 & Game of Thronesnd chapters 12, 27, 40, 48, and 62 @lash of
Kings.The second section covers the othering and worldinlge colonized peoples, and the
third section covers the conditioning of the Sudral$ as Others. These sections utilize the
same chapters which include 8,23,27,42, 57 and ALSiorm of Swordand chapters 2, 11,

16, 23, 30, 36, 43, 50, 52, 55, 59, 67 and 7A Blance with Dragons

2.1. Othering from a Feminist Perspective

2.1.1.The Man’s Othering of Woman

The presentation of Daenerys' dynamic with herHaoViserys immediately

highlights the image of the woman as an Other. iy&s& preparing her to be sold as a wife
to a nomadic Dothraki horselord. She is not alloweedbject or to inquire on this scheme.
He actively threatens her into submission with pdaisand verbal abuse to which she is
powerless to fight back. She is unable to be autmus due to Viserys being her last
remaining relative and the one in control of heseds and fate. She is regarded as inessential
and a means to an end. The Westerosi king is alsoritrol of her fate as he had set up a

reward for whoever captures her dead or alive.dwbt is she subjected to punishment as a
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revenge for her father's and late brother's actithreslast relative she has abuses the
patriarchal power he holds over her (Martin, A Gash&hrones 22-24).

The preparation for the feast where Daenerys wbeldresented to her future
husband/buyer was done without consoling her ingany. Even the garments she had to
wear without objections. Viserys and lllyrio, a g merchant who housed the siblings in
his estate, stood debating her appearance andevhibthscheme would work or not. Viserys
consistently undermines her person and her appsaeard even states that the Dothraki have
"gueer tastes," insinuating not only is she unetitra but unworthy to even marry into the
nomadic society. Yet, he is using her nonetheless ta means to an end; in this case it is
taking back his father's throne by selling herdorarmy (23).

Alterity is present in the siblings as Daenerysriplicitly horrified with Dothraki
customs and Viserys is verbally disrespecting argh €ursing them. Yet, they recognize the
reciprocity of the relation as they trade with th&rhis highlights how the reciprocity
between the males' relation is acknowledged andnstabd, but between the sexes it is
nonexistent. Men like Viserys and the Khal interaedl engage in commercial activities with
one another despite their immense dislike for aralheer, but Daenerys is not allowed to
voice her opinion or engage in any sort of actiaitiy of her own volition (56).

In the feast, the future husband, Khal Drogo, lesdriders, other lords and
merchants, and the Westerosi knight Ser Jorah Matriar@ present in celebration. Daenerys
is the only woman present and the rest of the mene there to celebrate her forced
complicity and descent into immanence. She attetodtave her brother dissolve the scheme
but he vehemently refuses and emphasizes thaetlisiah was not hers to make. He stated
that he would allow for "all forty thousand mengdaheir horses too" to sexually assault her

"if that was what it took to get [his] army" (25Jiserys continues to inferiorize Daenerys
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even after she becomes a Khaleesi until the Khaldviake his life for insolence against his

culture.

2.1.2. Woman as the Other in Dothraki Culture

The wedding ceremony of Daenerys and Khal Drogoavaaditional Dothraki feast
in which male warriors and merchants ate and dran#t,female dancers were brought as
entertainment. The warriors are allowed to sexuadlsault the dancers as "there is no privacy
in the Khalasar" and women are forced into intimaityout their consent. Dothraki custom
also decrees presenting the bride with gifts franfamily and other parties involved, a
particular part of this is that the bloodridersganet the Khaleesi with three traditional
weapons. She must refuse these gifts and givestthnéme Khal, the reason being "[she] is
but a woman" and should only accept pleasantrsids, perfumes and such (Mart,

Game of ThroneS7).

When Drogo's Khalasar arrives in Vaes Dothrak, Bagnis pregnant. Newlywed
brides are to be presented to the crones of tha Rbaleen for their approval and fortune-
telling. The Dosh Khaleen hold a ceremony to testgrowess of the soon-to-be mother that
would foretell whether the baby would be healthyot. Daenerys was handed the raw heart
of a stallion and had to consume it with her bameds under the eyes of the crones, Khal
Drogo, and the bloodriders. She manages to do thomutichoking or gagging; because if she
does, the baby was in threat of being a stillbdefprmed, or a female. The crones, Drogo,
and the Khalasar were pleased with her succeeditigs because it enforces their masculine
agenda (226).

As the ownership and control of Daenerys movethéddhal, Viserys was furious at
his inability to control her and at the fact thé tpayment" was not delivered. He

overstepped his boundaries on several occasiontharidothraki warriors humiliated him at
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Daenerys's commands. In his final moments, he kbddtis sword in Vaes Dothraki as a
threat to Drogo, and the latter poured a pot oftemogjold on his head and ended his life. The
city is considered sacred and shedding blood wétlds is a great offense, in addition to the
insolence to the Khal. Drogo killed Viserys not &dusing his wife but because he insulted
him and his culture (MartirA Game of Throne228-229).

Daenerys becoming a Khaleesi makes the case fordity. Her racial and ethnic
makeup puts her on a culturally hybrid stairwedittbverlooks Valyrian ancestry, Westerosi
place of birth, and Dothraki nomadic culture. Hoee\she did not fully integrate into
Dothraki society because of "the blood of the drdgehich gave her an incentive to seek
more than what she was granted. She thought gfdbksibility of not being a Targaryen; she
would have been satisfied with being a Khaleedh\aistrong man, protective bloodriders, a
place of honor awaiting her within the Dosh Khalemmd a growing son within her because
she was led to believe those "should be enougarfpmwvoman™ (267). Yet, she was
determined to take the Iron Throne.

The Khaleesi has no authority and no say in rutiragters of the Khalasar. Daenerys
has no reason to take pride in her person or harsssafe for her heritage. She consistently
reminds herself that she has "the blood of theairatp encourage herself because Dothraki
norms inferiorize her aspirations. The missionetéking the Iron Throne fell on her
shoulders as Viserys died, and she slowly convifredjo of crossing the seas to assist her.
This however was not in her honor. Daenerys waso@gped by a wine seller who tried to
trick her into drinking poison but Ser Jorah preeenher from drinking it. The assailant was
caught and when Drogo was made aware of Robertigations; he pledged to sack the
Westerosi king's city and give the Iron Throne a#tato his yet-to-be-born son, and not to

Daenerys, who is the legitimate heir to the thr(#9).
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2.1.3. The Rebellion of Daenerys against Patriarchy

Daenerys’ attempts to fight against patriarchahmobegin by protecting female
slaves from rape. Drogo's Khalasar had come aamsther Khal's Khalasar attacking a
Lhazareen city. Drogo killed the latter and his lagid enslaved the women of his clan and
the remaining Lhazareen women. The warriors consigise newly enslaved women as
rewards for their fight for the Khal and would sakty assault them freely. Daenerys decided
to command them to stop the rape and harm, a cothstanreceived dirty looks and glares
for. One of the warriors then complains to Drogattbaenerys "had taken his spoils, a
daughter of the [Lhazareen] who was his to moubtdgo is confused and commanded her
for a reason because "these women are [their] Slaee, to do with as [they] please”
(Martin, A Game of Throne301).

Daenerys tries to reason with him by saying thatiuld please her if they remained
unharmed and if it were possible to integrate tivgimsociety via marriage. She uses her
emotions to persuade him because defending ths righthe women was not viable. One of
the bloodriders laughed and compared the womeheaepsbecause the Lhazareen pray to a
god known as the Shepherd. He states: "does tise boeed with sheep?" Daenerys angrily
replied saying the "dragon feeds on horse and sildep" Drogo was amused by this
interaction and sourced the feisty energy to hisisder womb, that he was "filling her with
his fire." Drogo treats her as being incapableatihg out of her own will or voicing an
opposing claim to prevent harmful conduct (301).

Later an injury would cause the Khal great harm aedremonial sacrifice leads to
his death. Daenerys loses the Khal, her child theadkhalasar. Most of the Kos fought each
other and formed their own Khalasars and took®@ffly Ser Jorah, her handmaidens,
bloodriders Jhogo, Rakharo, and Aggo, and fewar ¢hhundred Dothraki of women,

children, and crippled men remained. Daenerys @sdid take Viserys' claim to the Iron
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throne and declares herself queen and Khalees.Wtuld be her transcendence. She builds
a pyre to cremate Drogo's body along with somespbhssessions and three dragon eggs,
except the "bride gifts.” She claims the traditiomeapons to herself in rebellion against the
rule that prohibits her from accepting them (MaréinGame of Throne356).

The catalyst that cements Daenerys’ rebellionranscendence is proclaiming the
Khalasar as her own. She gathers the remainingr@latAnd declares that they are "her"
Khalasar and emancipates them. Unheard of for #el€ba she names the three bloodriders
as her commanders, and names Ser Jorah as traf fiest Queensguard. The three
bloodriders, echoing the masculine agenda, refating that it would be shameful to be
riders for a woman, and that only a man can ledbaasar. The only promise they could
make is to take her safely to join the Dosh Khal&maenerys ignores their words. She set the
pyre on fire, and the flames triggered "the blobthe dragon." She walked into the flames,
causing great panic amongst her entourage butrsagges alive and with three living
dragons on her body. This form of divine transcewdevas the catalyst for the Dothraki to
reconsider their beliefs about women and bow dowsubmission (356-358).

Daenerys’ rebellion against Dothraki patriarchadtoms became a success because of
a divine occurrence and not because of her stattesoluteness. This event highlights how
the woman is unlikely to overcome being the Othééhout some form of grandiose
transcendence that overshadows patriarchal beliefs.

Another instance where Daenerys rebels againsapatal norms is her refusals to
marry a wealthy merchant. She arrives in the Figed® Qarth accompanied by the
merchant prince Xaro Xhoan Daxos of the Thirtedre Tatter is one of the many factions of
Qartheen merchant princes who hold vast wealthcandections. The merchant houses her
Khalasar and makes sure she is pleased and cobiérfdne Khaleesi is suspicious however

and makes clear of her intentions to obtain Xantthe rest of the Thirteenth's trading
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galleys and ships. The interactions with Xaro hgjttl his viewing of Daenerys as an inferior
being whom he tries to sweetly fool into submisgiiartin, A Clash of Kingsl90-193).

Xaro consistently professes "protestations of passand love for Daenerys. He is
passionately trying to persuade her to marry hich@gwe up her pursuit of the Iron Throne.
He pleads saying "let us take my pleasure bargegyand search of [golden vintage wine],
you and I" and offers trips around the globe toegignce the most exquisite delicacies (191).
Daenerys refutes his proposals and insists onrobtphis ships. She is attempting to initiate
a relationship based on commerce, one that overstimeetypical standards set for women.
Xaro refutes her and deems her determination as@sadHe proposes to her again without
mentioning that Qartheen marital law allows botbusges to keep their separate assets, but
each spouse is allowed to ask for one thing andettpgest cannot be refused. The Khaleesi
realizes Xaro is seeking her dragons and has eatitd support her cause (192).

The interactions with the merchant showcase hownBas is still considered an
inessential being in how he consistently offersihies to persuade her into marriage. The
reciprocity of the relation between the sexes enmined by Xaro when he refuses to trade

his ships and dismisses Daenerys from his propetause of her rejections to his proposals.

2.2. The Othering and Worlding of the Colonized Peales

Daenerys’ colonial authorial rhetoric begins taniowhen she eliminates the Good
Masters of Astapor and decides to rule over theesleities and use their resources and
wealth to prepare for taking the Iron Throne. Timeé agents of othering are identified as
Ser Jorah as the agent consolidating the selfeoéthpire by obliging natives to cathect the
space of the Other on their home ground. The enph¢esteros, and he is the glimpsed
stranger unnoticed in the presence of the empegplesentative Daenerys. Ser Barristan

appears as the imperialist villain who is the mstent in turning the right of the native into
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an obligation. Daenerys represents the conflictadter who constitutes desire as law by
othering the natives implicitly. However, this agdeization is not exhaustive as the motives
are enacted by all three parties in unison andree$athe heterogeneity of the colonial power.
This section concerns othering towards people lgghgnto the nobility and the upper classes.
The army purchase scheme presents a conspicuausfoasrlding. The cities of
Slaver's Bay are mapped out as simple means tewarhent, there is no concern for the
well-being of the Unsullied army nor is there aitiah righteous motive for emancipation or
just ruling for the common people. By banning stsnend not providing an adequate means
of employment that seamlessly translates withrdditions and customs, the colonial
discourse is inscribed by implying that the Ghisoawde of life is immoral and in need of

correction.

2.2.1. In Astapor

The interactions between Daenerys and the Goodevkastflect how both parties
represent a transferential relation that mirroheotess on both sides. The enactment of
othering involves Ser Jorah and Daenerys plan tohase the Unsullied army using
treachery. The scheme involves utilizing what tbegsider the dubious nature of the slavers
to take the soldiers. This event highlights howriaéve masters’ right to trade is turned into
obligation to follow commands.

Daenerys’s begins her enactions of othering byrtglkn the Common Tongue of
Westeros despite being fluent in the local langu&tpe meets the slaver Kraznys mo Nakloz
and relies on a slave for translation. She appeEsatise glimpsed stranger and is consolidating
the self of the Empire by refusing to communicaiihthe natives in their language. This is
done in order to deceive the slaver and is sugddst&er Jorah. It showcases that they view

the Masters as less than their equals as theyt@ldefraud them. Nonetheless, they are
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impressed with the prowess of the soldiers butlsgpuwith their nature at the same time.
The soldiers are cruelly trained eunuchs who prermargjuestionable loyalty. Daenerys
feigns politeness but is sickened by the Mastedstla@ city as she describes it as “vile sty”
(Martin, A Storm of Sword$21-125).

Another's showcase of othering is done during tirelgase of the Unsullied. She asks
eight of the Good Masters for all of their soldiargl claims that she will pay double and
even triple the price. The Masters confer with eattter and decided that if she is desperate
enough to pay triple, she should hand them a dragamell. Daenerys, still feigning
ignorance, agrees to sell one of her dragons. groisise is a ruse that tricks the Masters
successfully. This act visualizes how the nativight is turned into obligation. The Good
Masters gathered thousands of soldiers while hiuesge carried several goods from the
ships to present to the Masters, and one of thgodsawas handed to Kraznys. The latter
handed her a whip and stated that the purchaseoves thinking that his right of owning the
goods and the dragon was fulfilled (140-144).

The obligation to follow commands is enacted whes faces the Unsullied and
bellows in the local language that they are heperty now and orders them to slay all the
slavers. She surpasses the mere obligation andhates the Masters. The dragon would not
comply with Kraznys, and she ordered the beadatod the slaver. Chaos ensues in the city
as Daenerys brutally eviscerates the rulers ofitige By brutally forcing the slavers to give
up their rights and positions, she moves on fromgthe glimpsed stranger to becoming the
Master (144).

She also enforces an emancipation policy and gesésaouncil of former slaves to
rule in her stead. She chooses a healer, a schathg priest as leaders of the council. This

marks Daenerys’ colonial authorial rhetoric thatidiguishes the native states from her
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colonial government. She makes the council rulewtng to her laws that abolished slavery,
but offered no other means of work or commerce {MaA Storm of Sword211).

Astapor's living situation and economy turned taahand destruction after Daenerys
became queen of Meereen. The council she lefti¢owas overtaken by the self-proclaimed
Cleon the Great. King Cleon was a former slavevaorked as a butcher (346). Daenerys is
repulsed by their situation, but offers no aidheit pleas for help. This particular act of
othering highlights Daenerys as the conflicted maghe issues her desire for emancipation
as law with no adequate constitution to governcibeand without considering the natives’
history or customs. This consolidates the selhef\Westerosi empire as it upholds their

ethics, but results in chaos for the natives.

2.2.2.In Yunkai

The enacting of othering the Wise Masters begadit@ctly obliging the natives to
follow commands and using treachery to overtakecitye The city was well guarded and
prepared as they heard Daenerys was coming. Thiedédiaet up a pavilion and called forth
the Wise Masters and the captains of the sellswongpanies the Stormcrows and the
Second Sons to discuss her terms (Ma&iStorm of Swordg12).

The envoys of the Wise Masters arrived in a sizebkt. Grazdan mo Eraz spoke for
them and ordered the Khaleesi to take her quatretsvit belongs- in Westeros. She might
have committed savageries in Astapor, but the Ytinkare willing to forgive. He even
brought a chest of gold as a gesture of frienddbgenerys is amused and states she will
have more than one chest of gold when she plurtdersity and sets her dragons to flame the
man's tokar. The man survives though, and she gwesin ultimatum of emancipating their

slaves and giving up the city within three dayselse they will suffer death and plunder.
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This interaction exemplifies how Daenerys enfortesnatives to surrender as othered
subjects. She gives them a period of three dagerisider her terms of giving up the city and
freeing the slaves (Martidy Storm of Sword213).

Daenerys launches a surprise attack after leatengiasters to believe they had
options to consider. City defenders and fightiraysk were caught off guard and the
Khaleesi's army crushed them. The undercover agiackeeds with only a dozen casualties.
Ser Jorah’s participation in the attack pinpoinis bs another example of the glimpsed
stranger acting by proxy to the empire. He annositiceir victory to a pleased Daenerys as
she learns that Grazdan served her terms to theeMamnd they had no choice but to accept.
This guileful act expresses the sentiment of ottgeais what was presumed to be a right
turning into an obligation. The city defenders #imel Masters were led to believe they had
the right to choose one of the options and a chamoe-consider them, but the Khaleesi
planned to take over the city all along. Daeneh@se to overtake Yunkai because she
believes she is a skillful Master in the sciencevaf and her presumptions are supported by

the knights as they are experts in the maneuversn({214-216).

2.2.3.In Meereen

The Great Masters nailed a hundred and sixty-tbinéd slaves on every milepost on
her path from Yunkai to spite her. As revenge ffigr nailed children, Daenerys gathers a
hundred and sixty-three individuals from the Gidasters and their families and nails them
to wooden posts around the city. She describes #setoontemptible” and a "herd of old
men" and the women as "old sticks." This tortuousitiation made her feel proud initially,
yet she feels guilty as she sees what became rof 8tee rationalizes it by thinking she did it
for justice and the children. Out of pure vengeattts act visualizes Daenerys conflicting

desire with law. It creates the narrative of thes hdaster being naturally different and
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morally superior to the native on the surface,bagnerys is committing the same atrocities
as the Masters. She proclaims that she fightaudige and freedom, yet “all [she] makes is
death and horror” (MartirA Storm of Sword345-347).

The captain of the Second Sons, Brown Ben Plumimegbher council. This latter
makes the second case of liminality. He claimsaeehsome Targaryen blood as the dragons
took a liking to him. They are playful as theyait his head and shoulders, a rare act as they
are aggressive to the rest of the Khaleesi's cbuteialso claims to be "part Braavosi, part
Summer Islander, part Ibbenese, part Qohoric,pattiraki, part Dornish, and part
Westeros." Daenerys describes him as "an amiabtgyraly (Martin,A Storm of Swords
281).

She also made it clear she despised the cultuneahying to ban the tokar. She wanted
to wear Westerosi garments until the head prieskes&reen Grace warns her that she would
be regarded with contempt. As the queen of Meeskerfmust be a lady of Old Ghis" and
not "a grotesque outlander" and a "barbarian camgrieDaenerys thought of the tokar as a
clumsy piece of fabric. Only Brown Ben Plumm mardhgeconvince her to wear it by
saying "man wants to be the king o' rabbits, he Wesar a pair of floppy ears." She adopts
this manner of wearing floppy ears to act concearaticaring in front of the people and
their petitions "however much [she] despises th@vtdrtin, A Dance with Dragon80). Her
actions illustrate how the master-subject transtkrelation is performed. As she forces
otherness onto the Meereenese, it transfers baurtbecause the citizens can see she has no
respect for their culture or their economy.

Daenerys makes her throne In the Great Pyramidiréld@ional throne was an
intricate wood carving of a savage harpy, she conu®d for it to be broken and used as
firewood to the dismay of the Meereenese. Shedstatgill not sit in the harpy's lap,”

making it clear she had no intentions of respediieg culture. She sets up the throne room
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to meet envoys and petitioners. Daenerys alteriggeen talking to masters and freedmen
and hearing their grievances. The city was savagelyacked by the citizens and the
Astapori and the Yunkali'i that managed to fleetdmeor in their cities (MartinA Storm of
Swords346). Meereen makes the case for the contact doaethnicities and cultures of the
latter three in addition to the Westerosi and tle¢hiaki are living and coexisting in one
environment because of colonial pretexts.

Daenerys’ colonial authorial rhetoric applies theatérosi belief of slavery being an
evil deed and an abomination and bans the slagte &rad the fighting pits, two of the cities'
most profitable business models. The Meereenesgetiteoning and complaining to no avail.
The former slave owners hired their old healthyestafor meager wages, and the infirm and
the crippled were left on the streets. She desgtibem as “a sly and stubborn people who
resisted her at every turn” (MartiA,Dance with Dragon80). She shifts the blame of her
actions onto the slavers. The freed people arevietitno shelter and no income because of
her laws that are forcing them to find differemiels of work.

Several nobles and masters would come to Daeneeysng compensation for their
slaves' lost work. She refuses to compensate atheof and deems their problems as
disturbingly squeezing coins from her. Grazdannekle who once owned a weaver. The
woman had grown old and so he purchased a dozewg\gitls for her to teach the weaving
skills. The woman died, and the freed young gigdereed a shop and sold their weavings. The
noble claims he should be granted a portion of #inings as they owe their skills to him.
Daenerys asks him about the old weaver's namehwigicannot remember. She rules that
he will get nothing from the girls, that it was tbikel woman they owe their skills to. He must
now purchase a new loom for them as compensaticiofgetting the name of the old
woman (Martin A Dance with Dragon80). This interaction highlights how Daenerys asds

a conflicted Master constituting desire as law. 8&sres certain behavioral dynamics that
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these people are not familiar with and states lafwsinishment for the absence of these
behaviors.

Daenerys' interactions with the Green Grace anddfsée merchant Hizdahr zo Loraq
showcase how much she secretly despises the Meseebnt is forcing her rule upon them.
The reason for this is to practice her skills imrevaft so that when she arrives in Westeros
she will be ready to conquer it.

Hizdahr zo Loraq is a noble wealthy merchant wighreections all across Essos. He
seizes the opportunity of buying most of the fightpit when their share value plummeted.
He petitions Daenerys more than six times and gleath her to reopen the pits. Daenerys
taunts his pleading by saying "you have no othep@se but to plague me." He stated she
should at least hear his arguments. She statdsslsehis case to be deficient and that she
heard his arguments so often she memorized theenp®iceeds to relay them:

[t]he fighting pits have been a part of Meereerasitne city was founded... [they] are
profoundly religious in nature, a blood sacrificetlie gods of Ghis...[they are] not
mere but a display of courage, skill, and strendéimd] by reopening the pits | would
show the people of Meereen that | respect theirsveand customs (Martidy Dance

with Dragons32).

The reader is persuaded to believe that this refsigast and moral, yet this
highlights how the Meereenese are shown as ladBthgrs in economics and business ethics.
On numerous occasions, she deems the Masterssasoes seeking to take gold from her
person without taking into account how her egregilbbanning of their work models affects
them. She was asked to leave Meereen to its pbgeveral individuals including the
Qartheen merchant prince Xaro. He offered her hifgssshe asked for before and begged her
to leave, citing the spreading famine in Astapat ¥ankai and the economic stagnation in

all of Slaver's Bay as his reasons. Yet, she getsis rule Meereen and severed the
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diplomatic issues between her city and the mershdititis persistence further cements
Daenerys as the conflicted master confusing destrelaw. She enforces her desire to prove
herself capable of being a just ruler despite tearandications of all the harm she caused.
The Wise Masters of Yunkai have also gathered nsatigword companies to seize her city
and cut off trade routes. The city was also fa@rsiege (MartinA Dance with Dragon410-
115).

Daenerys slowly gets tired of the Meereenese pgiitg her to open the fighting pits
and reinstate slavery. A marriage with Hizdahnramged which promises an alliance with
the Subaltern group the Sons of the Harpy and Yiuike latter and Hizdahr’'s connections
make for the sole reasons Daenerys agrees to thi@ge She states that in order for the
citizens to not see her as "the uncouth barbarfamsmashed through their gates, impaled
their kin on spikes, and stole their wealth" anyey@he needs a king of "old Ghiscari blood"
(Martin, A Dance with Dragon&54).

The Green Grace attempts to explain the custorasGifiscari wedding, but
Daenerys is disinterested and performs the baremam of them. The customs decree that
the mother and sisters of the groom would exantieebtide's female parts to ensure that she
is fertile, and she must consume a special cakedtothal. Afterward, the bride washes the
groom's feet to show that she will be his handm@itk also wears a bridal tokar of white silk
fringed with baby pearls that symbolize fertilifyaenerys undermines all of the above by
taunting the Grace and saying "let his mother astérs examine each other and share the
special cake" and "all those pearls would makeattéef (Martin,A Dance with Dragons
238).

She insinuates that Westerosi customs would be swiable but the Grace
immediately shuts her down and explains how thesgddshis would not approve of the

union, and the Meereenese would see her as aticzeigcubine who has no respect for their
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customs. Daenerys thinks "the queen of rabbits motsbe wed without her floppy ears" and
gives up arguing (Martimh Dance with Dragon&38). The court's seneschal also asks her if
she could reopen the fighting pits just for theeogony; she simply absolves herself of
responsibility and shifts the task to Hizdahr ohedbecomes king. Daenerys exemplifies
othering here in how she distinguishes herselfterccustoms as being more apt than the
native Ghiscari ones. Her actions insinuate theatige that there is a natural difference in
the human or racial substance between her, theavdsstMaster, and the natives, the

Meereenese.

2.3. The Othering of the Subaltern

This section covers the conditioning of the Sulpaltes Others. The Subalterns
identified are the Unsullied, the Astapori survsjaithe freed Yunkai'i and the unrepresented
ones, the Meereenese petitioners, and the Sohse éfdrpy. Each of these Subalterns is
conditioned in different manners as Others to dbagnerys and employ the Westerosi
modes of life, but they show disobedience in thain ways as they realize the lack of

concern and respect the new queen has for them.

2.3.1.In Astapor

Purchasing the Unsullied soldiers despite the disida them was a calculated
practice. Daenerys described the soldiers as "éwsnmade of brick...with dead eyes that
never move" (MartinA Storm of Sword$25). Yet, she calculates an intricate ruse to buy
them without cost.

After emancipating them she commands them to chadsader, of which they
choose Grey Worm. Ser Jorah trains Grey Worm imthaner of Westerosi leadership and

combat and the latter’s agility and attention ttades impressive. Even though the Unsullied
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are well-trained fighters in combat and spearse@med necessary to teach them the right
manner of fighting according to Daenerys and J@kédrrtin, A Storm of Sword211). This
act highlights how Grey Worm and the Unsullied @saditioned to cathect the space of the
Other. Daenerys gives them "freedom" and praisais pnowess, which is an implicit
incentive to regard the new Queen and her West&siion as the moral and just way of life.
However, this is hypocritical because not onlytaey forced to fight to win a throne in a
land they have never seen or care about, butyfdbemanage to obtain the throne they will
not be able to be adequately nationalized. As fostaes, eunuchs, and infamously trained
fighters, they will live as Others and consisteffidlge discrimination in Westeros that is more
severe than what Daenerys, Ser Jorah, and SesBarshow them.

The Astapori Subalterns are voiceless and unrepiegeintil Daenerys comes and
claims that emancipation would improve their qyadit life. After conquering their city, a
few thousand former slaves follow her to Yunkaigar of chaos and death. Those who
followed her to Meereen seem to have found housinmthwork as escorts and in brothels, but
the ones who remained in the city faced dire cistamces. The council that Daenerys left to
rule was eliminated, and so did the kings that caftex. The city was "burning" because of
Yunkai's attacks and a deadly virus known as thedy flux is spreading rapidly. Some
Subalterns managed to escape to Meereen and reémsat@ent but were held in
encampments outside the city gates (Madimance with Dragon200-236). These
Subalterns were conditioned as Others to emotipimalest their support in Daenerys and
seek her aid as their city collapses.

Daenerys receives a group of Subalterns that mdrtagescape and hears their
grievances. A brickmaker, a weaver, and a cobbégevhe last remaining of a group of a
dozen that managed to escape the Red City. Thé&ynatnourished and depressed and

describe how despite all the plunder and the detstry they still "loved” the Khaleesi and
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were anxiously waiting for her to come back andedealate the situation. They are
expressing how they cathected a space for hertees©tvaiting for salvation.

Daenerys made no outward comments but rationalizbeerself that she could not have gone
back or else the Meereenese would also suffeB&eistan agrees with the sentiment and
shifts the blame onto the Astapori kings. She myestdtes that it was good that they have
come and that their safety was guaranteed in Maefidee cobbler and the brickmaker thank
her, but the weaver simply looks at her with "egedard as slate" and Daenerys realizes that
they know she is lying, that Astapor is burning] éimat Meereen is facing the same fate
(Martin, A Dance with Dragon201-202). This act of othering conditions the Astia

Subaltern as subjects forced to accept whatevprideiffered. The one entity that can help

them is the same one that holds their fate in hadg.

2.3.2.In Yunkai

Daenerys was taking a stroll along the encampnariier freedmen; she took care to
arm them well and commanded Ser Jorah to orgaightefs into four companies. This
makes for another case of othering where Jorahliging these natives to become
disconcerted Others who would fight to win the tre@f a land they had never seen. As
Daenerys was observing them in the encampment® people prayed to "strange" gods,
some greeted her, and others asked for her blesimagbelieved they thought "there was
good fortune in her touch" (Marti#, Storm of Swordg882) and was letting them touch her
hands and feet as she strolled on her horse. @hisylar scene visualizes the sentiment of
othering of the Westerosi Master on top of the paiive subject and providing him with his
blessing and knowledge.

From the limited overviews of the situation of thenkali'i Subalterns, the readers are

led to believe that they were overjoyed once Dasneon the battle with the surprise attack.
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When the Yellow City's city gates opened, the Sieiba$ surrounded Daenerys and were "all
smiling at her, reaching for her, kneeling befoee'lwhile screaming and shouting and
calling her Mother in different languages (Mar#nStorm of Sword216). This visualizes
how the Subalterns emotionally invest in cathectirgpace of the Other. However, the
author does not show what came of them and orly@géhow the Wise Masters are
operating slave markets to spite and thwart thdddsa after she settles in Meereen.

Daenerys does not directly offer assistance nos dhe return to the city to aid them.

2.3.3.In Meereen

To portray herself as a just queen that hears éplp and cares for them, Daenerys
receives petitioners in her throne room on a nedally basis. She hears their problems and
decrees a ruling as she sees fit to the dismayegbe¢ople. These instances exemplify the
conflicted master issuing desire as law.

A few examples are as follows: an unnamed rich womlaose husband and sons
died whilst defending the city came to inquire aldoer house. She fled and lived with her
brother during the sack and her house was turrtechibrothel. The prostitutes took her
garments and jewels as well. Daenerys ruled treatah get her jewelry back but the house
was theirs to keep because she abandoned it wikdafsko her brother's house. A former
slave showed up and asked to punish a noblemdnafoing” his wife. His wife was the
noble's bedwarmer and he "used her for his pleaamaimpregnated her. The former slave
wanted gold for raising the noble's bastard and&ehim punished for the crime of rape.
Daenerys ruled in favor of the gold but not theipliment, stating that by law, the wife was
the man's property and he was allowed to do whateéreed. Rape was not viable. The man

was not pleased (Martid Dance with Dragon83).
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Daenerys decreed a "blanket pardon” for all criowamitted during her sack of the
city in addition to no punishments for slaves gsagainst their masters. A boy from a noble
family arrived in a frayed tokar and emotionallysdebed what became of his family. Two of
their slaves killed his father and elder brothleentraped his mother and killed her as well.
The boy managed to escape but one of the slavkgtiediouse as his own, and the second
one joined Daenerys' army. The boy wanted both tmée hanged. Daenerys refused and
informed him of her policies, and the boy triedattack her but he was held back. The boy
left with contempt and Daenerys thought "the Harpg another Son" (Marti#, Dance with
Dragons33).

The Sons of the Harpy represent an anonymous grb8pbalterns whose mode of
political mobilization is violence. They are knover killing the Unsullied and leaving a
harpy symbol drawn in blood next to the bodies.SEhactions signify the strong opposition
to Daenerys’ rule. Her investigations to uncover 8ons and their leaders have not led to
fruition, but Hizdahr manages to cease the killihgsising his connections to other noble
families. Daenerys and her council suspect thahtiees and Hizdahr are involved in
organizing the group but have no evidence to biacg (28).

Transculturation can be identified in the Meereerssking for compensation for
their burnt children and livestock. Daenerys' dregygrew very large and would fly and
flame small children and sheep. Subalterns wowtdgmt Daenerys with charred bones as
evidence, but it became a consistent occurrenaed&treed that they must swear an oath of
honesty at the Temple of Graces before presertimppdnes. This makes the case of being a
by-product to colonization in that these Subaltevosid not be facing this form of unnatural
loss in livestock and human life if Daenerys did ogertake their city (33).

Another unseemly transculturation case is the Uiesusoldiers staying in brothels.

Due to the increasing lack of work and commercethals spread around the city and offered
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all sorts of carnal services. The eunuch soldiersleventer the brothel and ask the sex
workers to cuddle them or simply hold them. The Winsd seeking sex workers for
emotional support is unheard of in the fictionakldpwhich makes it a special case of
transculturation resulting from Daenerys' emanagpgpolicy (Martin,A Dance with
Dragons28).

Ser Barristan is enacting his othering tacticsleding several kids to train and
become knights. Notwithstanding his consistent eupgf Daenerys' insidious tactics and
othering behavior, he is carefully training youngéfeenese boys in the Westerosi
knighthood fashion. He considered the young boy$iaspride" and stated that "they will be
pleased to demonstrate their prowess" once thegraperly trained. They are a group of
about thirty ranging in age from eight to twentyomiere bound to end up as fighting slaves
but were taken in by Daenerys. The boys reportddiye the queen™” and would make for
good knights against Hizdahr's pit fighters. Th8abalterns are actively being conditioned

as Others with no other goals but to sacrificerthiei to the stranger queen Daenerys (199).

Conclusion

In conclusion, the first section of this chaptecovered the dynamic between Viserys
and Daenerys that showcased her as the inessBitied. This dynamic continues as she
interacts with Khal Drogo in which she is inferzed by him and the Dothraki customs. She
rebels against patriarchal customs after Droge@edsed with the divine transcendence of
hatching dragons. The interactions with the mertpeance Xaro further cement this
rebellion as she rejects his marriage proposalgeszkeds to obtain means of warcraft.

The second section covers the othering of the psophich is seen in several
instances such as obliging natives to follow comasaexecuting them as revenge, and

disregarding the culture and its customs. The vimgldf the natives’ world is done by
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overtaking the cities and sacking them in prepanétid take over Westeros. The contact zone
is identified in the city of Meereen as the Astapod the Yunkai'i join the Dothrkai and
Westerosi in living in the same environment. Linlityais identified in Daenerys and Brown
Ben Plumm who both possess links to different eitias.

The third section concerns the Subalterns who @mditoned as Others meant to put
their faith in Daenerys for salvation in additianacts of protest one by the Sons of the Harpy
group. The cases of transculturation are fountiénMeereenese Subaltern seeking
compensation for livestock burnt by Daenerys’ dreg@nd in the eunuch Unsullied

employing carnal services for emotional support.
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General Conclusion

The locus of this research is to examine the aotla#ring from three angles in order
to highlight the different variations of the profvatic act. The first facet is the othering of
the female gender and the second and third facetseen the conditioning of the native
people and Subalterns as Others. The major qudstioa answered is how does the act of
othering compose a false image of the Other ingesfiits subdivisions of the woman as an
Other, the enacting of othering and worlding, areld¢onditioning of the Subaltern as Others.
The study aims to visualize the act of otheringrfrdifferent societal classes, to scrutinize
Daenerys’ colonial authorial rhetoric, and to hight the falsified image of the Other.

The first chapter introduced the theoretical coteeged to conduct the study in
addition to fictional historical context concernibgenerys’ bloodline and geographical
regions. The first approach employed Simone de B®ds feminist theory of the woman
being the inessential Other in society becaushehistorical narrative that became an
absolute. She explains how alterity is a foundai@ement of consciousness but is
overlooked once reciprocity is established withirelation. However, the reciprocity is not
present between the two sexes and the woman @ibaty inferiorized as an Other. The
second approach utilizes postcolonial notions ikedab otherness. The first of which is
Spivak’s concept of the Other as the subject adrmalism. She identifies three agents who
instrument the act of othering for different mosiyéhe glimpsed stranger as the sovereign
subject of information, the imperialist villain wineformulates the native’s right into
obligation, and the conflicted master constitutilegire as law. The second notion concerns
Spivak’s concept of worlding which involves reinbang regions for colonial purposes. The

third notion introduces Bhabha’s concept of limityalwhich describes hybrid identities who
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identify with several ethnicities or cultures. Tioarth notion involves Pratt’s contact zone
and its by-product transculturation. The formerates an environment where different races,
ethnicities, and cultures coexist as a result @drgalism. The latter indicates by-products by
the people engulfed in a contact zone as they emeoe colonial means given to them. The
final section of the chapter introduces Daenerggal bloodline that includes the first
conqueror of Westeros followed by sixteen kings ends with her late father being the
catalyst to her exile to Essos. The geographiaatiects introduced include the Dothraki sea
and the culture of its nomadic people, and the<itif Slaver's Bay.

The second chapter conducts an analysis of thratlile and visualizes answers for
the research questions. The act of othering isdeen composing a false image of the female
Other in the dynamic of Viserys and Daenerys andn@eys adopting Dothraki customs.
Viserys considers his sister as inessential arghtty viable for sale. He upholds patriarchal
power over her through verbal and physical abusehioh she is unable to resist. Dothraki
customs inferiorize female agency and corner wotadie complicit. The first case of
liminality is identified in Daenerys as a Khaled3aenerys rebels against those customs and
patriarchy by commanding a Khalasar and reachangstrendence by hatching dragons. She
persists in the rebellion by refusing marriage psgs and complicity.

The second section of the chapter delves into plwst@l analysis. The act of
othering in Slaver’s Bay highlights the false dgstwns Daenerys portrays of the Masters as
she, aided by Ser Jorah and Ser Barristan, useshtrgy to overtake their cities and violently
eliminates them. These three represent the thim@sgf othering and employ different
colonial motives in unison. She forces her coloaighorial rhetoric that disregards the
culture and the history of the region, which resiuitotherness reflecting back to her as the
people realize her lack of concern towards thene. Adtion of worlding is identified in the

actions taken to rob the cities from their resosiiogpreparation for overtaking Westeros.
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The city of Meereen showcases the contact zoneadie mix of ethnicities and cultures
coexisting because of Daenerys’ colonization.

The third section of the chapter studies the caydiig of the Subalterns as Others.
The Unsullied soldiers and the Astapori and Yunldghote different situations of life but
are conditioned in a similar manner that involve®gonal investment in Daenerys. The
Sons of the Harpy signify a form of opposition &irg othered through anonymous violence.
Transculturation is indicated in Meereen in the Winsd and the Subalterns. The latter’s case
involves seeking compensation from Daenerys fobtirat children and livestock her
dragons flamed. The former’s case involves the elsoldiers soliciting brothels for
emotional support.

The findings of the analysis present the visuajohothering performed against
women, the native peoples, and the Subaltern asiiwcases how the entity being othered
is falsely portrayed in a negative inferior imaglae woman is viewed as an inessential Other
that can be treated as a simple means to an eedeshblution for which was only achieved
through resolute rebellion. Othering takes placeugh inferiorizing natives and obliging or
conditioning them to posit the stranger as thetfigimaster. The three agents of othering can
act in unison and employ the same motives collebtiwVorlding eases the process of
othering by reestablishing locations as mere bin&pfor resources to take. Subalterns
represent the vulnerable class taken advantagetefrns of emotional and economic
investment. In a contact zone, they are obliggdltow the colonial master’s laws and it
results in different forms of transculturation.

The research is not exhaustive due to the limiéahmation about the regions and
the lack of viewpoints from the people experiengdogtcolonial otherness. It covers

otherness experienced by Daenerys and the latetirg otherness herself. The area of
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research can be expanded to include the other éechalracters outside of Essos, as well as

other regions and cultures in the fictional world.
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