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Abstract

The current study aims to highlight the importance of proofreading tools, especially
Grammarly, and how they help students develop their writing skills in EFL in addition to
reducing their writing mistakes. The research hypothesis was that through the use of
Grammarly, students could eliminate their mistakes and improve their level by producing
well-formed, error-free writings. To confirm the mentioned hypothesis, the descriptive
method was adopted, and a questionnaire was used for students as a first tool, and as a second
tool, a written interview was conducted with the teachers of written expression. The
questionnaire was organized and designed for master two students in the Department of
English at the University of Mohamed Kheidar Biskra. Through the structured questionnaire,
we revealed that the majority of students use Grammarly and how crucial it is to strengthening
their writing abilities. We also focused on how useful it is during their writing process. As for
the written interview with teachers of written expression, the focus are on writing in general.
And Grammarly in particular, and how they affect the writing abilities of students. The results
were mixed, but in the end, the majority of teachers encouraged the rational and balanced use
of these tools so that they would not negatively affect EFL students writing abilities because

of their complete dependence on them.

Keywords: Proofreading tool, EFL, Grammarly, Master two,Students and teachers

perceptions, University of Mohamed Kheidar Biskra, Writing Mistakes



List of Abbreviations and Acronyms
EFL: English as a Foreign Language
GLL: General language learners

ESL: English as a Second Language



List of Tables
Table 1 1 STUAENTt AZE.....eoiiriiiiiiiiiieeee ettt 39
Table 2 : Student GENdET........c..ooiiiiiiiiiiiiei et 40
Table 3 : Students’ personal choice of English...........cocooiiiiniiiiiniiniiiiceee 41
Table 4 : The teacher taught WITtING........cccueiiuiiiiiiiieie e 55
Table 5 : TEaChETS’ EXPETICNICE......uceccvireeiiieeeiiieeeieeeiteeeireeereeesreeesereeessaeeesaseessseesaseeesanes 56
Table 6 : The role of teacher in teaching Writing............ccecoeeriieiiiniiiiieniieeee e 56
Table 7 : Students’ key benefit from developing their EFL writing...........cccccoceeveniennnene. 57
Table 8 : Teachers’ support of the students development of their EFL writing................. 58
Table 9 : Teacher method and strategies in teaching Writing...........ccccoeeveeveeniieiienieenienn. 59
Table 10 : Methods and strategies used by teachers with different groups............ccccc...... 60
Table 11 : Common challenges that student face ...........cccccecieriiiiniiniinninees 61

Table 12 : Responsibilities of the teacher when helping students’ to improve their writing

SKILL ettt b et eb et eas 62
Table 13 : Teachers’ encouraging students to proofread............cccceeveeniiinieniiiinienieeee 63
Table 14 :Teachers’ encouraging students to use proofreading tools..........cccceeeeeereeennnnnne 64
Table 15 : Proofreading tools eXamples...........ceecuieriieiieniieiiee e 64
Table 16 : Teachers using Grammarly OF NOt .......c..cocueriiiiriiiniiiinicceeeeee e 65
Table 17 : Teachers’ rate on how much Grammarly is helpful to the students’................ 65

Table 18 : Teachers’ rate on how much Grammarly is helpful to the students’ to
understand their MIStAKES. ........c.eeiiiiiiiiiiee e 66
Table 19 : Teachers’ rate on how much Grammarly can impact students’ creativity........ 67

Table 20 : Teachers’ rate on how much Grammarly can reduce students’ workload........ 68



Table 21 : Teachers’ rate to what extent Grammarly can improve students’ writing

PEITOTINANCE. ... .eieiiieeeiie ettt et e et e e e tte e et e e et e e esbaeessbaeessseeessseeessseeensseeensseeans 69

Table 22 : Teachers’ rate to what extent Grammarly should be allowed to be used by the

\



VI

List of Figures

Figure 1 :Hemingway Editor Logo (from Chesson,D.(2022) Hemingway Editor)........... 23
Figure 2 : Scribbr Proofreader logo (from Collins,B.(2022) Scribbr Review).................. 24
Figure 3 : Perfectlt Proofreader logo (from Chesson,D.(2022) Perfectlt Review)............ 24
Figure 4 :ProwritingAid logo (from Collins,B.(2022) ProWritingAid Review)............... 25

Figure 5 :Ginger Software logo (from Kasa (2019.Ginger Review PROS & CONS)...... 26

Figure 6 : Grammarly logo( from Wallen,J(2023). Grammarly review) ......c..cccccevuereennens 27



Vil

List of Graphs
Graph 1 1 StUAENt AZE .....cvevuiiiiiiiiiiieet ettt 40
Graph 2 : Student ZENdET .......cc.eovuiiiiriiiiiiieeetee e 41
Graph 3 : Students’ personal choice of English........cc.ccoooiiiiiiiiiiiie, 42
Graph 4 : The most important skill according to student............ccccoeeeevieniiiiiinniiinnienee 42
Graph 5 : Students’ attitude about WITHNEZ ....cc.eeoviriiririiiiiiieiceeceee e 44
Graph 6 : Student's evaluation of their level in WITtNG ..........coceeveriienieniniiinicneniceeens 45
Graph 7 : Students' difficulties While WITtNG .......ccccooiriiriiiiiniiiceeeecee 46
Graph 8 : Students’ main obstacles While WITtNG ..........cccevviiviiiiniiniininceeee 46
Graph 9 : Importance of the teacher's role in improving students' writing........................ 47
Graph 10 : Students’ attitude toward the proofreading stage...........ccccceevvervenernineenennne. 49
Graph 11 : The teacher as @ MOtIVALOT ........c.eeruiieiiiiiieeiierie et 49
Graph 12 : Student proofread their Writing Or NOt...........oevieriieiiiiiieieeieeee e 50
Graph 13 : Proofreading toOlS .........coeiriiriiiiiiiiiete e 51
Graph 14 : Students preferred proofreading toOlS ..........cceeviieriiiiiiniiiiieeeee e, 51
Graph 15 : Students' attitudes about the use of proofreading tools..........cccceeveverieniennce. 52
Graph 16 : Students' attitudes about Grammarly ..........cccceeeevieriiiniriinieninieneeeeeceeeen 53



List of Appendices

Appendix I: Students’ QUESHIONNAITE .......ccuerieriieitieieiieieeie ettt 89

Appendix II: Teachers' Interview



Xl

Content
DECIArAtION c.ccneeeineeiiictiiitiininticntitectesstesseessesssesssassssesssnssssssssassssesssassssesssassssssssassssssssassnns
DedICALION «ccouveeeniiiiiiteniticstiistenteestecsntistessseessesssnssssesssessssssssnssssssssesssssssssssssssssassssssssasssasssss 11
ACKNOWICAGIMENLS .cuuueerriiiicnrricssssnrnessssssrecssssssnscsssssssessssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssnsans 1T
ADSEEACE cuueeeineeeiieresineessnnessannesssnecsssnsssssnssssseessssesssssssssssssssanesssssessssssssssasssssasssssessssasssssanssssanes I
List of Abbreviations and ACTONYIMS ......cccueeruierieerierieeriiesteerieesreesreesaeensaesseesseessseesseessseenns v
LSt OF TADIES ...ttt ettt sttt st b et ettt v
LSt OF FIGUIES ...eevvieiieeieee ettt ettt et e ebeestbeesbeessseensaesaseenseessseensaens 1T
LSt OF GIAPNS ..ttt ettt ettt e et e et eesabeenbeesabeesbeessbeenseeenaeenne VIII
LSt Of APPENAICES ....eeuvieiiieiieeiiieiie ettt ettt et et e et esebeebeessbeessaessseenseessseenseessseenseennns Vil
General Introduction
Statement of the Problem .........c.ooiiiiiiiiiieee e 1
ReSearch QUESTIONS .......cccuviieiiiiciieeciee ettt ettt e et e et e e e etae e etaeeeaeeeeareeeeaneeas 2
Research HYPOtheSiS .....cuiiiiiiiiiiiciiecie ettt et et et eae e eee 2
Significance Of the STUAY ......ccoviiiiiiiieeii et 2
ATM OF the STUAY .evieiiieiiee et ettt et eae e e b e eseeeaseenseenens 2
Research MmethodOIOEY .......oouviiiiiiiiiiiece ettt e s eaeennee e 3
Population and SAmMPIe........c.ceecviiriiiiiieiicieee e et e ene 3
RESEATCH 10018 ...ttt ettt ettt re 3
Chapter One
INEEOAUCLION ...ttt ettt ettt et s bt e bt et e saeebeeneesaeenbeeanens 4
Definition Of EFL WITHNEG ....cccuiiiiiiiieciieie ettt ettt et ebe e e eteessseesseessseenneas 4
The Importance 0f WITHINE .......ooviriiiiiiieiei ettt st s 5
COMMUNICATION ....tteeeivteeeiieeeieeeetee e ettt e eeiteeestteeesebeeesseeesseesssseesssaeesssseesssaeessseeessseeesnseeessens 6
Critical THINKING ..c...ooviiiiiiiiieiet ettt sttt 7

CIEALIVILY ..ttt ettt ettt ettt et sb ettt esb e bt et e saeesae et e sbeenneennes 7



X

CATEET SUCCESS ..ttt ettt ettt ettt ettt e ettt e ettt e s bt e s bt e e s bt e e s bt e e sabteesabeeseabeeeeabeeenabeesaaneenas 8
Personal DevVelOPIMENt ........cc.eiiiiiiiiiie ettt e et e e e tae e s b e e e veeesareeesnneeens 9
Approaches to0 EFL WITHING ......cooiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeee ettt ettt 9
The Process APPIOACH ......c.uiiiuiieiiiicciieecee ettt e e st e e b e e sreeesaneeesnseeen 10
The Genre-based APPIOaCh ......c..iiiiiiiiiiiii e e 10
The Task-based APPrOACH .......c..iieiuiiiiiicciee ettt e e sre e eeaaeeens 11
The Collaborative APProach ..........cooeiiiiiiiiiiiee e 12
The Content-based APPIroach .........cccueeiiiiiiiiiiiiiiee e 12
EFL Students Difficulties in WITHNE .....cc.ooviriiiiiiiiiieiinieeteseeeet et 13
Limited Language profiCIeNCY .......ccueeiuieriiiiiieiieeiieie ettt 14
Limited VOCADUIATY ....couviiiiiiiiiiiiciceeet et 14
Applying Cultural Nuances and Writing Conventions ............coceevereereerieneeneeseeneeneennes 15
Lack Of CONTIACNCE ......coeiiiiieiie ettt ettt et e 16
Limited Time and PreSSUIE ........ooouiiiiiiiieiiieieee ettt 16
Teacher Role in Improving Students Writing Performance...........c.ccoccevveniiiiniincnncncnennne. 17
Instruction and MOEING ......c.eeiiiiiiiiiieie ettt 17
Setting Clear EXPeCtations .......cccuevieririiriirieeienieeieet ettt st 18
Encouraging Writing PractiCe .........cceeieriiiiiiiiiiiiiiiicsieecsectceeese et 18
Cultivating a Positive Writing Environment ...........ccccecevieniriiniinienienienenesecneeeeneenne 19
Individualized SUPPOTL......ooieiiiiiiiie ettt et e 19
COMCIUSION ...ttt ettt ettt et e st e bt e esbe et e esabeenbeessbeenbeesateenbeesnneenneans 20
Chapter Two
INEFOAUCTION ...ttt ettt 21
Proofreading DEfINItiON .........ccuiiiiiiiiieiii ettt et s ebeesabeenaeenseeneeeene 21

Proofreading Tool DefiNition .........ccceeuiiriieriieiiieeie ettt ettt seaeesaee e 22



X1

Examples of Proofreading TOOIS .........cccuieiiiiiiiiiiieeeee e 22
HEMINZWAY ..ttt ettt ettt et st e b e 23

SCIIDDI ..ttt e 24
PIfRCLIE ...ttt 24
ProWTItING Al ...coiiiiiiiiiiiee ettt 25

GINGET SOTEWATE ...ttt ettt 26
Introducing Grammarly TOOL.........cocooiiiiiiiiiniii e 27
Grammarly FEAtUIE .......cceoviiiiiiiiiiiiicceee e 28
Grammar CRECKET .......ocuiiiiiiiiiii e 28
SPEILCRECKET ...ttt ettt et 29
WITHNG ASSISTANT .....eeitieiie ettt et ettt et e et e et e et e e bt e sateeseesnne e 29
PlagiarisSm CRECKET ........cc.eiiiiiiieiii ettt e ens 30
CRtation MANAQZET .....cooueiiiieiieeiieee et ettt ettt et st e et e see e esaee e 30
Importance of Grammarly .........ccccooiiriiiiriinii et 31
Helps to Improve your Writing SKillS .........cocoviiiiiiiniiniiiiiiececeeeeee 31

Help to Improve and Expand Vocabulary ............ccoceeiiiiiiiiiniiiieeeeceee 32

Help to Improve Fluency ANalysis ........cocceeiieriiiiiieiieeiieieeeee e 32
Benefits of Grammarly for Different USErs ..........cccoeevierieneniiniiniiiinicieneeeeeeceenee 33
STUACNIES ...ttt ettt ettt e 33
Professionals ........coouiiiiiiiiiie e 34
Non-native English Speakers ..........coeeoiiiiniiiiiiiniiiceececcecece e 34
CONCIUSION ..ttt ettt sttt et b et e a e s bt e bt eat e sbe et e eanesbeeteeaee e 35

Chapter Three
INEFOAUCHION ...ttt ettt ettt et 37

ReESCArCh APPIOACH ......viiiiieiiieiieceee ettt s e e beesabeebeessbeensaennseens 37



XV

Data ColleCtion TOOLS ......eeiuiiiiieieeie ettt ettt e s e 37
Students’ QUESTIONNAITE .......c.ueieeiieeiiieeiiieeiteeeieeeeteeeeteeestreeesereeesaaeessaeessseeesseeensseeensseas 38
Sample 0f the StUAY ......cceeiirii e 38
Description of the QUESTIONNAITE .........ccveeeeiieeiiiieeiieeeiee et eesree e e eareeeaeeeeneees 38
Administration of the qUESHIONNAITE ..........cccuiieeiieeciie ettt e 39
Analysis of The Questionnaire Results ..........ccoocieriiiiiiiiiiiiiiceeee e, 39
TEACKETS INEEIVIEW .....eeieiiiiiiieiie ettt ettt ettt et e et e bt e s aeeeneeas 55
Analysis of The Interview Results ..........cccooviiiiiiiiiiiiieie e 55
DiSCUSSION the TESUILS .....eeiiieiiiieiiee ettt ettt ettt e s 71
QUESTIONMAITE ......veieeeiiiieeeecitieeeeetie e e e eetee e e e eeae e e e eeaaeeeeeetaeeeeeetaseeeeeaaseeeeeesseeeeeessseeeeansseeaeas 71
TACKETS INEEIVIEW ......ieiiiiiiieie ettt ettt ettt et e st be e aeeeneeas 73
COMCIUSTON ...ttt ettt ettt et e st e bt e s et e et e e sabeenbeesabeenbeesateenseesnneenseens 75
RecOMMENAALION ..uueeeiueeiiiniiiiniiiiiiiciitinitnensnnessssicssssiesssneessssesssssssssssesssssessssssssssssssssssssssecs 76
FOT STUACTES ...ttt ettt et e sttt e st e et e seeeneeas 76
FOT TRACKETS ...ttt ettt et e bt e st e e bt e s neeenteas 77
General CoNCIUSION c..uuiieeeiiiiiiiiinicninicnieecssanicssstecsssnessssnessssesssssesssssessssssssssssssssnsssssssssssssses 80
Limitations of the StUAY .....ccueiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiniiinieiicnneicsneisssnisssseesssnesssssessssscssssssssssesssns 81
LiSt 0f RefereNCES c.cuuueeeiniiiiniiiiniiiniiiitiisiinissniinsntiinsnicssssnessssnesssssesssssssssssessssssssssssssssssssnes 82
APPEINUICES coveieersrrrriecsssannecssssasresssssssasssssssssssssssssesssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssans 88
APPENAIX Lareiierraresssanesssnnesssnncssanssssasssssasesssasesssasesssassssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssasssssasssssassssnns 89

PN 08153 116 Gl | USSP 93

uaidls



General Introduction

Teaching other languages broadens the perspectives of learners and deepens their
comprehension of other cultures. Considering English is one of the most frequently studied
second languages across the globe, each country's system of education aims to encourage
language acquisition. Accurate language learning allows students to acquire proficiency in
reading, writing, speaking, and listening. Such skills are crucial for successful interaction and
language learning. Writing can be tough for anyone learning another language, whether they
are natural English speakers or foreign learners. Researchers and instructors attach a high
priority to writing since it requires skill, fluency, activity, and critical thinking. Writing, and
especially spelling, grammar, and punctuation, are areas where most teachers of English as a
foreign language find their learners experiencing the most struggle. Mastering writing well
can be difficult in any language. Moreover, language learners face difficulties in grammar,
spelling, and pronunciation. Teachers, curriculum developers, and researchers all possess a

role to play in eliminating such obstacles so that learners are able to develop as writers.

1. Statement of the Problem

Writing is one of the most challenging skills for EFL students. Since a piece of writing
needs to go through several steps, the most important of which is proofreading, which takes a
lot of time and work, Consequently, the purpose of this research is to increase student and
teacher knowledge of the importance of proofreading tools, particularly Grammarly, because
they enable students to commit fewer writing mistakes and improve their writing skills. Also,
teachers can more easily fix the students' writing mistakes and provide them with direct

feedback.



1.1. Research Questions
The present study attempts to answer the following questions:
1. Are teachers and students aware of the importance of proofreading tools and how to use
them ?

2. what is the benefit of Grammarly as a proofreading tool for teachers and students?

1.2. Research Hypothesis
We hypothesize that if the proposed tool is used, especially for EFL students it can

help them in improving their writing skill and in saving time of correcting the mistakes.

1.3. Significance of the Study

We have proposed this study to show its importance for both teachers and students.
1.For students
This study will enable students to improve their writing performance by focusing on
Grammarly and how it help them to improve their writing skills.
2.For teachers
This study will help teachers correct their students' writing mistakes in the shortest possible

time and will also reduce many tasks for them.

1.4. Aim of the Study

The general aim of this study is to show the role of the proofreading tool (Grammarly
in reducing the EFL students writing mistakes. As for the specific objectives this study

aims to:



1. To highlight the importance of the Grammarly tool on improving the student writing
accuracy
2. To show how Grammarly can help the teacher give immediate feedback to the student's

writing mistakes.

2. Research methodology
The current study aims to investigate the importance of the Grammarly proofreading
tool in reducing writing errors; thus ,we intend to employ a descriptive research methodology

to collect and analyse data.

2.1. Population and Sample
In this research we will take Master two students as a population, through a volunteer group.

Our sample will be 70 students from a total population of about 140 students.

2.2. Research tools
To answer the research questions and fit the aims of this research, two research
instruments were used: a questionnaire for students to highlight the difficulties and problems
they face during the writing process, as well as their opinion on the use of proofreading tools,
specifically Grammarly, and an interview for teachers to get their perspective on student use

of Grammarly while writing.



Chapter One

Writing Skill



Introduction

Communication and success in many areas of life require the ability to write,
including academics, business, and personal communication. A good writer is not only able to
express ideas clearly and accurately, but also capture the attention of the reader and convey a
sense of personality and voice. Writing skills include the ability to organize and structure
ideas, use appropriate vocabulary and grammar. Effective writing also means knowing the
needs and interests of the readers you are writing for and adjusting your style and tone to
match. Writing skills can be developed through practice, feedback, and study of examples of
good writing. Many academic fields require strong writing skills, and those who are able to
write well can express their ideas more clearly, persuasively, and efficiently. This chapter
attempts to provide a general background on EFL writing as well as its importance and
approaches, and light will also be shed on students difficulties with writing and the role of the

teacher in improving students writing skills.

1. Definition of EFL Writing

English as a Foreign Language (EFL) refers to how people who do not speak English
as their native language learn it in a new environment and then use it in order to express their
ideas, feelings, and thoughts. Hyland (2003), stated that EFL writing is "a complex and
multifaceted activity involving not only the production of texts but also the interaction of
language with social, cultural, and cognitive processes" (p. 7). So, EFL writing is about more
than just ensuring that the sentences are right. It is also important to understand significantly
more about the social and cultural setting. When trying to write organized and successful texts,
EFL writers face a lot of challenges. According to Rimes (1991), "writing in a second

language is a difficult task, and for many learners, it is a frustrating one" (P.7).



Writing in EFL can be hard if the writer lacks knowledge of the manner in which to
use rhetoric in the target language and has trouble with grammar, vocabulary, spelling, and
style. So, EFL writers need to keep training and be aware of the challenges they face,
including how the writer's first language affects their writing. In EFL writing, the learner's
first language can also have a big effect on the way the writer thinks and writes. According to
Matsuda and Silva (2001), "the chance of making a mistake may be higher when the
situational context (topic) is the same as the L1 experience of the L2 writer." (p.
194). Therefore, people who write in EFL need to understand how their first language might

affect their writing and learn how to deal with these problems.

EFL writing is one of the most difficult and having different aspects tasks to do
because it includes a lot more than just making texts but also how the language influence with
social, cultural, and cognitive processes. EFL writers have to deal with many problems, such
as obstacles with grammar, words, sentence structure, style, and the way their first language
affects their writing. Thus, for learners of EFL to improve their writing skills, they need
regular practice, get feedback, and understand the social and cultural setting in which they are

acquiring the language.

2. The Importance of Writing

Lee and Kim (2020) say that writing is a way for people to explain their ideas and
emotions. Academic, technical, and professional writing are all important for education,
business, and personal progress. They also help people share their thoughts, feelings, and
ideas. Writing is a important for learning and personal growth, whether it is for university,
creativity, or work, because it helps students show what they know about research and how to

work with a different range of people. Essays and term papers make students write and



explain difficult ideas. Students can join in on talks at universities and in the scientific

community by writing scientific articles.

Students need to write down what they want to do, such as reports, emails, and articles,
which are forms of academic writing. Writing clearly helps people communicate and express
ideas; it also helps students grow and develop as it encourages them to create, think, and
communicate. Moreover, it helps them to get confidence, improve their thinking and cognitive
skills, and learn how to deal with problems. Writing is important in many ways. It helps with
communication, understanding, self-expression, academics, and social development.

According to Timothy and Tone (2012), writing is important because:

2.1. Communication

Writing help to communicate with other people in different environments. "Writing is
a form of communication, a method of sending and receiving messages that allows contact
with people who are not physically present" (Emig, 1977, p. 123). Because it simplifies
concepts and emotions, writing is essential for academic, professional, and personal
communication; Also it is a important for intellectual debate and the presentation of academic
research. According to McWhorter (2012), "writing is the most important skill in college,
regardless of major" (p. 7). Academic writing requires clarity, accuracy, and the capacity to
structure and clarify concepts, making it important to academic achievement.

Guffey and Loewy (2014) stated that "businesses are begging for writers who can do
a better job" (p. 23). Writing for students and professionals needs to be simple, accurate, and
done in an almost perfect way. These are all important for academic and business
communication. Moreover, it allows the writer to express themselves privately. Cameron

(1998), stated that "writing is a way to gain personal insight, express yourself, learn about



yourself, and communicate with others" (p. 4). Students and professional writers can think

about, examine, and understand themselves and other people by writing.

2.2. Critical Thinking

Critical thinking helps people analyze and explain their ideas, and it also makes them
think logically and carefully. Bean (2011) claims that "writing promotes critical thinking
because it requires us to organize our thoughts, analyze information, and evaluate arguments"
(p.- 21). Writing helps people do research, evaluate information, and make decisions for
themselves. It also allows people to process what they know and come up with their own
ideas. Graff and Birkenstein (2018) state that "critical thinking and writing run deeper than
any set of linguistic formulas, requiring you to question assumptions, make strong claims,
provide reasons and supporting evidence, consider opposing arguments, and so on." (p. 2).

Writing and reading require people to think seriously; it also helps with critical
thinking in different situations. Academic writing needs critical reading, complex analysis,
and scholarly examination. Writing inventories help students assess their writing and think
critically and analytically about how to improve their writing skills. (Lunsford et al., 1989, p.
25). Which means that for writing to be effective, it must contain data and evidence, and the
writer also needs to be able to convey it well. Writing takes a lot of time, dealing with
complex ideas and cases, evaluating evidence and knowledge, reflecting, improving logical

and critical abilities, and highlighting the writer's point of view.

2.3. Creativity
People may convey a range of things about themselves when they write. "Writing
helps us figure out who we are and how we think," Elbow (2019) says. "explore and create
new things" (p. 3). Writing helps people think critically and come up with new ideas.

Cameron (1992), also says that writing makes more options available."Creative-writing



programs tend to be regarded with justified suspicion: those people aren’t studying creativity,
they’re actually practicing it!" (p. 193). Writing pushes people to take risks with their words
and thoughts. According to Lamott (1995), writing helps people "listen to their own thoughts"
(p. 2) and figure out what's important to them.

Writing allows people to show who they are without being judged or criticized, which
makes their artistic skills appear. It also helps the writers be creative and different. It
encourages people to experiment with new things and think outside of their comfort zone.
Lamott (1995) said that writing and reading help people feel less lonely. "Writing deepens,
widens, and expands our sense of life; it feeds the soul" (p. 237). This makes people gain

confidence in themselves and helps them become more creative.

2.4. Career Success

Since almost all jobs require writing , it is important for people to be able to write
effectively. "How you handle writing assignments at work will determine how far you can go
in your career." (Joffee & Lowe 2014, p. 357). Writing skills are important for
communication, connections, interactions, and legal studies. With writing being the most
popular form of communication, journalists and public relations professionals must be
excellent writers. According to Hicks and Weldon (2018), "Journalists must be able to write
effectively to convey news accurately and clearly, and PR professionals must be able to
compellingly write a consumer message" (p. 22). Good communication and writing skills are
encouraged.

"Writing is the foundation of all business communication" (Guffey and Loewy, 2015,
p.58) which means that to become successful in business, writing must be clear, concise and
precise. If a writer wants to communicate with attorneys, lawyers, and clients about legal
matters, they need to be able to write well. Garner (2019) states that although legal documents

are difficult to study, they are an important part of becoming a great lawyer. (p. 237). Finally,



writing skills are essential to do well in many fields, especially journalism, communications,
business, and law. These professionals must be able to write well so they can express their

1deas to others.

2.5. Personal Development

Writing comes with effects for each person that go beyond dialogue and intelligence.
People are able to improve their lives more effectively by getting better at communicating as
they begin to know themselves. Murray (1997) sees that writing gives people a chance to
express their thoughts and emotions with other people, which helps them improve as
individuals. (p. 27). Writing allows people to understand their ideas, emotions, and opinions,
which helps them make improvements in their lives.Individuals with mental illnesses may
profit from writing, and when they write about things that do not impact them individually,
their condition changes.

Pennebaker and Smyth (2016), claim that it encourages people to deal with their
feelings in a safe and supportive environment (p. 2).Writing helps people become more aware
and improves their mental health. Moreover, writing also include many benefits besides
communication and critical thinking; such as, expressing oneself and making observations,
which also helps for personal development. Murray (1997), says that writing is a good way to

learn about yourself, grow as a person, and keep your mind healthy. (p. 29).

3. Approaches to EFL Writing

Writing approaches are connected to different strategies and methods used in the
classroom to teach writing. These strategies use different concepts and techniques to help
students improve their writing skills. To teach writing in EFL/ESL situations, Zhang and Li
(2018) said that structural-functional linguistics and genre-based teaching techniques should

be combined. This method makes students learn about different types of writing and improve
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their writing skills. Learners can express, organize, and communicate in written English in
specific settings after studying different writing types and functions. EFL approaches to
writing teach EFL speakers how to write.

These strategies allow EFL writers to grow because they teach students’ to manage,
communicate, and write in English. These techniques are used to help non-native English
speakers face cultural and linguistic challenges in writing. Effective EFL writing approaches
can lead students to become confident, skilled English writers and participate in academic,

professional, and social activities. Some of these approaches include:

3.1. The Process Approach

EFL writing highlights the importance of how to write rather than what to write. It
shows that successful writing includes prewriting, drafting, revising, and editing. When the
learners start the writing process, they might brainstorm, outline, and freewrite. Learners
focus on writing their ideas even when they stress about mistakes or grammar while drafting.
Creative research and debate are allowed at this point in time. Students can get feedback on
how their writing is simple, consistent, well-built, and effective,and to make a piece of writing
easier to read and have more effect on the reader, they can reorganize lines, change structures,
highlight words, and proofread all the work.

Moreover, learners proofread their writing, language, and sentence structure because
their goal is to develop the work and make sure it follows the requirements of the English
language. Flower and Hayes (1981), of the process approach, state, "Pre-Writing has helped
improve the teaching of composition by calling attention to planning and discovery as
legitimate parts of the writing process." (p. 367). which underlines that concepts and syntax

progress during the writing process.

3.2. The Genre-based Approach
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Genre-based EFL writing studies emails, reports, essays, letters, and more. This
approach takes into account both the types of habits and the language patterns that go with
them. When learners notice the rules for each type, they can write fast, properly, and in the
right context. Students identify examples of writing of different types. They decode these
models in order to identify genre-specific structural, linguistic, and organizational features.
They decode these models in order to recognize genre-specific structural, linguistic, and
organizational aspects. To change their work, they learn about audiences genres, purposes,
tones, and styles.

Hyland (2007) said that genre-based teaching provides teacher and learner
with "Genre pedagogic are a major response to this need, providing teachers with a way of
understanding how writing is shaped by individuals making language choices to achieve
purposes in social contexts " (p. 163). This observation show that genre-based lessons allow
learners to reach success on different types of writing tasks while attach to genre rules. Genre
participation leads to the development of genre awareness and competence. They study genre
structure, language options, and how to organize their ideas within every genre. This strategy
helps students write with better clarity, coherence, and meaning as they learn to fit their

writing style to different situations.

3.3. The Task-based Approach
The task-based approach to EFL writing allows learners to work on real-world writing
situations. Students use their linguistic skills to write well using this method. This strategy
encourages students to write analytically. The exercises affect convincing writing, business
proposals, and professional similarity. Writing tasks support students' English and
communication skills; they also help students solve problems, think critically, and make
decisions in real-world writing situations. They're encouraged to consider their audience,

purpose, and context and use their language skills to write well. Willis & Willis (2007) stated
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that tasks provide learners a cause to use language, a reason to say and write what they want
to say or write. (p.26)

To motivate and engage students, the task-based approach stresses relevant writing
assignments. Moreover, writing, reading, speaking, and listening are enhanced with task-
based writing. They collect, arrange, and investigate to complete the mission. In a real-world

setting, this method promotes active and informal learning.

3.4. The Collaborative Approach

Student writing is encouraged through collaborative writing. This approach makes
students work together, evaluate each other, and learn more by helping them write together in
teams or pairs. Learners can share ideas, gain feedback, and enhance their writing skills
through collaborative writing. Moreover, students' critical thinking skills enhance when they
communicate, argue, and come to decisions together; they also actively work on the last result,
which makes them feel they own it and are responsible for the writing task. Through peer
feedback and rewriting, students learn how to give helpful feedback, find different points of
view, and improve their work.

According to Storch (2005), collaborative writing encourages social negotiation and
interaction by giving students opportunities for language production and peer evaluation (p.
104). Which means that writing collaboration helps students communicate and use language
effectively. Group projects, writing and rewriting together are examples of collaborative
writing. In both face-to-face and online classrooms, digital tools and platforms can be used for

collaborative writing experiences.

3.5. The Content-based Approach
Students can learn about educational topics while improving their writing skills with a

content-based approach to EFL writing lessons. Learners use this approach to write about
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history, science, or literature. They can also learn and improve their writing skills in a
mentally interesting and academically difficult setting by writing about a significant subject.
The content-based approach emphasizes writing as a tool for communication and knowledge
acquisition. Connecting writing with topic learning can help students improve their writing
and academic understanding; they also learn to write with subject-specific vocabulary, ideas,
and organizational frameworks, which improves their understanding of the topic and their

writing skills.

According to Grabe and Zhang (2013), the best way to improve one's writing is to
learn about the topic's content (p. 196). It shows the importance of combining writing
instruction with content learning and underlines that students' writing skills are best developed
on relevant academic topics. Finally,content-based educational strategies include writing
research papers, evaluating literature, and participating in debates that need written responses.
It encourages critical thinking, knowledge analysis, and analyzing information, as well as

language development and good writing.

4. EFL Students Difficulties in Writing

EFL students' writing difficulties refers to EFL students' writing challenges. EFL
students face specific issues when they write in a second language. Making use of language,
grammar, vocabulary, and lexicon, together with general context, are some of these topics.
"English poses a challenge to students in higher education. English is the medium of
instruction, and the ability to write in EFL/ESL is a significant factor in language acquisition
and learning." (Xie, 2020, p. 42), which suggests an absence of language skills is the major
difficulty with writing in a second language. EFL students can find it hard to organize their
ideas and write in a way that makes sense; their writing can also be influenced by their

unfamiliarity with English grammar concepts such as verb tenses and sentence structures.
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"The most serious and common mistakes were with grammar and mechanics." (Smith
2018, 101) This means that EFL students are likely to make a lot of mistakes with verb forms,
subject-verb order, and sentence structure that can hurt their writing. When it comes to

writing, EFL students often have trouble with:

4.1. Limited Language proficiency

Language barriers make it hard for EFL students to write easily, and those who are not
skilled in the target language may have trouble getting their ideas from It is hard to write
clearly and briefly when you do not know enough words, phrases, and terms. Brown (2003),
discusses the way EFL students' limited language skills can make it impossible for them to
comprehend complicated ideas clearly and correctly, leading to writing that is not consistent
or clear. He also talks about how language skills change EFL students' writing (p. 108).
Students who do not know a lot about vocabulary may have difficulty explaining themselves

correctly, which can lead to unclear or general remarks.

EFL students' can have different difficulties with subject-verb agreement, word order,
and syntax. This might result in grammatical errors, which reduce writing clarity, and
students' inability to use colloquial terms and cultural nuances might also limit their
communication. These students may use clumsy or confusing literal translations from their
native language. To help EFL students enhance their writing, teachers need to provide
students with specific lessons and tasks to build their knowledge, as well as lots of practice
and feedback. The work of EFL students can be harmed by mistakes in verb forms, subject-

verb order, and the way sentences are put together.

4.2. Limited Vocabulary
Due to their limited language, EFL students find it hard to find the right words and

sentences and interact well. Learners with a small vocabulary may sometimes write
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incoherently, and EFL learners who do not have a good vocabulary may use general or
repeated words, which leads to unrelated writing. Since there is not a lot of specialized
language and words, they may also fail to explain complexity and express meaning. Nation
(2001) says that a limited language can make it hard for students to say what they mean in a
clear and concise way, which can make it hard for them to communicate effectively in writing
(p. 76).

Which means that EFL students' limited language affects their writing and speaking
skills. EFL students can get past this problem and improve their writing skills by working on

their grammar, reading a lot, and using the language in real life.

4.3. Applying Cultural Nuances and Writing Conventions

EFL students have difficulty with the rules of English writing and regional differences.
Writing styles and norms are affected by culture, and a student's mother tongue and English
might make it difficult for them to write what they want to say. Tone, politeness, and slang
phrases are all well-known parts of the English culture. However, EFL students may not
understand these details, which can lead to spelling mistakes. Languages also have different
ways of putting sentences together, organizing paragraphs, and using speech. It might be
difficult for EFL students to meet these norms, which could lead to confused writing and
cultural differences.

Kaplan (2006), says that affects EFL students' writing as they try to follow English-
specific writing norms. This often leads to texts that are not appropriate for the culture or do
not have enough structure. Culture has an effect on what EFL students write, which shows
how important it is to understand culture and background when writing. To deal with these
problems, you need language skills, international competence, and ethnic variety. EFL
learners need full training and help to learn how to write in a way that is successful and fits

with English society.
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4.4. Lack of Confidence
Lack of confidence and fear of making mistakes have a big effect on EFL students'
writing because they make it difficult for them to take chances and say what they want. EFL
students can feel anxiety and stress when they have to write in English, which can affect their
method and results. Also, the fear of making mistakes keeps learners from trying out new
ways to use words, so their writing is careful and too simple. By using standardized language,
EFL students can avoid using words and phrases that could be difficult. Fear and anxiety keep

students from writing as much as they could and from reaching their full creative potential.

Matsuda and Tardy (2007), said that EFL writers' fear of making mistakes and lack of
confidence can stop them from taking risks and reaching their full writing potential (p. 58).
This shows how important it is to create an atmosphere of encouragement and support that
encourages taking risks and self-expression, so the teachers need to create a good
environment for writing, give students helpful comments, and boost their confidence. EFL
students can also improve their confidence and get over their fear of making mistakes so they

can take chances, try out new ways of using language, and improve their writing.

4.5. Limited Time and Pressure

Time limits and pressure during classes or on exams have a big effect on how
effectively EFL students write, and a lack of time often leads to fast and shallow compositions.
EFL students may not have enough time to plan, organize, and edit their work, which can lead
to ideas that are not fully formed and carefully planned out. Pressure to do well in situations
with a lot at risk can make this problem more difficult, leading to anxiety and more difficult
writing. EFL students can also feel pushed to write quickly, which impacts their accuracy and
fluency. Silva and Matsuda (2002) pointed out that limited time and stress about exams can

make it hard for EFL students to write well, leading them to write quickly and poorly (p.
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125).

Moreover, it is important for EFL writers to learn how to manage their time and
reduce stress related to their work. Teachers should teach students how to plan, draft, rewrite,
and handle their time well when writing. EFL students write better when they are in a positive

setting and know how to handle time and pressure.

9. Teacher Role in Improving Students Writing Performance

Teachers have a high impact on how successfully their students write. They can help
students improve their writing and speaking skills by giving them commands and feedback.
Hattie (2012) said , "My point is that teachers' beliefs and commitments are the biggest factor
that we can control that affects student achievement" (p. 20). This stresses how important
teachers are to students' learning. Their expertise and passion make learning interesting and
enjoyable, helping students get better at writing. Teachers also teach language itself, words,
and writing skills to help students communicate. Learners are capable of enhancing their

writing skills by getting feedback on their writing assignments.

Moreover, teachers can help students become self-confident writers by taking them
through the writing procedure, also teaching them to think critically, and encouraging them to
be more creative. Teachers help learners obtain the skill to write successfully, which will lead
them in their studies and in their careers. Some of the crucial tasks that a teacher needs to do

to help students enhance their writing skills are:

5.1. Instruction and Modeling
Teachers assist students in obtaining the ability to write by giving them instructions
and showing them how to do it. Teachers teach students the basics rules of writing, including

language, sentence structure, words, and organization. Teachers show and explain the right
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ways to plan, draft, revise, and edit writing. This helps students as they plan, draft, revise, and
edit their own work. Elbow (1998) says that when teachers show students how to write well,
they help them understand the writing process and the skills they need for effective written
speech (p. 73). Modeling helps students learn how to write better and better understand how

writing works.

5.2. Setting Clear Expectations

Setting clear goals is an important part of a teacher's role when it comes to helping
students become better at writing. Teachers also give thorough directions and requirements
for writing tasks, including the goal, style, and criteria for grading. By setting these standards,
teachers also give students a plan and a goal to work toward. This helps students understand
what good writing is and what is expected of them. Routman (2018), says that it is important
for writing and teaching to have clear standards. When teachers set clear goals, students know
what is expected of them, and they feel valued as learners and as people. Setting clear
standards for high-quality work does not stop students from being creative; it actually helps

them do their best (p. 72).

5.3. Encouraging Writing Practice

Teachers must give their students opportunities to write if they want their writing to
get better. They know that writing tasks help students improve their writing skills. They also
give students many writing projects so that they can practice their skills, review important
ideas, and build their own writing styles. According to writing expert Graves (2003), "writing
grows out of writing, and the more kids write, the more they're able to write" (p. 22). Which
means that writing often helps students improve their writing skills; by giving them lots of
writing tasks, teachers help learners become more secure and skilled writers. Regular practice

makes them try out new types of writing, find their own voice, and improve their writing.
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Moreover,it helps them enhance their writing skills and methods; also,the writing
gives learners a chance to apply what they have learned from their teachers because it helps
them use sentence structure, organization, and language rules better in their writing. Finally,
teachers help students find their own voices in writing by giving them a range of writing tasks

and chances to express themselves.

5.4. Cultivating a Positive Writing Environment

Teachers can help students improve their writing by making the classroom an ideal
environment to write in. Teachers encourage the creativity and thoughts of their students in
the classroom. In a good writing setting, teachers encourage students to take risks, try new
things, and be themselves. Ray (2017) talks about how important a good writing environment
is: "When kids write in a secure and supportive setting, knowing their thoughts are recognized,
they get ideas that surprise them and matter to them. They write to own those concepts" (p.
88), which means that students can express themselves and take charge in a creative setting,
which also helps them learn how to write well and with reason.

Teachers support teamwork and peer feedback so that students can learn to value the
achievements of others; they can also make it easier for students to write by helping them give
and get feedback and by pushing them to write. They compliment students for being strong
and ready to learn; moreover, they are encouraged to take risks, develop their imagination,

and improve their writing when teachers are confident and supportive of them.

5.5. Individualized Support
When teaching writing, it is important to give each student the help they need.
Teachers know that each student has a different level of writing ability and change their
lessons accordingly. They also give each student personalized help in order to help them

improve their writing skills and get through their weaknesses. Lewin (2013) says that teachers
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need to teach in different ways to meet students where they are and help them get better as
writers (p. 56). This shows how important it is to know each student's needs and help them
improve their writing in a specific way. Different learning makes teachers meet the needs of
their students and help them get better at writing, Also, personalized writing help can come in
many different forms.

Teachers can look at what students write and make specific comments. Moreover,
students might get writing directions, examples, or visual organizers to help them with
specific skills, and teachers can help students improve their writing by figuring out what they
do well and what they need to work on. Personal help supports balance and equality in the
classroom. It knows that students' have different learning styles, backgrounds, and situations
and gives them the writing help they need. Teachers help students in specific ways so that

they can improve their writing skills, confidence, and potential.

Conclusion

A variety of aspects of writing in EFL are discussed in the first chapter. We began by
defining EFL writing and then discussed its importance in the language acquisition process.
We discussed several approaches to writing in EFL and highlighted some of the difficulties
EFL students face when writing. Because of these challenges, we discussed the responsibility
of the teacher in improving students' levels of writing achievement as well as guiding,
instructing, and correcting their writing. One way teachers help students grow as writers is

through the process of identifying and responding to their writing



Chapter Two

Grammarly Tool (Proofreading)
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Introduction

Proofreading is essential in the field of professional writing because it provides
reliability, readability, and coherence. This chapter passes into the skill of proofreading,
addressing its importance and offering helpful details on devices that could assist in this
accurate operation. Furthermore, describing the Grammarly proofreading tool and mentioning
their features like spelling and grammar checks, sentence structuring suggestions, vocabulary
updates, and plagiarism detection .Grammarly is currently an essential tool for writers in a
wide range of areas because of its user-friendly interface and broad characteristics. This
chapter will address the importance and advantages of proofreading, as well as the ability of

programs like Grammarly to improve the value of written work.

1. Proofreading Definition

Proofreading is the careful examination of a piece of writing to find and fix issues with
language, grammar, spelling, punctuation, and structure. As stated by Saller (2012),
"proofreading is not an afterthought but a critical step in the writing process that ensures the
final product is polished and professional” (p. 45). Proofreading fixes mistakes, grammatical
errors, and inconsistencies that may confuse readers and weaken the text's validity. It requires
strong language and careful consideration of detail. As defined by Crystal (2010),
"proofreading is like detective work, where one carefully investigates each sentence for any

hidden errors or inconsistencies" (p. 62).

Editing or proofreading involves checking for structuring problems such as
indentation, paragraph alignment, and font consistency to ensure that the written content
complies with the guidelines for style or formatting requirements. Proofreading makes sure
written pieces are free of mistakes and polished, providing the intended meaning to the

intended audience.
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2. Proofreading Tool Definition

Tools for proofreading and digital resources help writers and editors look over their
work and make it better. These programs use sophisticated algorithms and language
processing methods to find and fix spelling, punctuation, grammar, and style mistakes.
Proofreading tools also save time and make writing better because they help writers find
mistakes and improve their work by checking spelling and grammar and making relevant
comments. They quickly find writing, language, and punctuation problems and let users fix
them immediately. Also, these technologies detect plagiarism and rate accessibility to
improve the quality of writing.

Even though editing tools might be helpful, you should not use them instead of critical
thinking and good judgment. "Remember that proofreading software can't find everything,"
Elbow said in 2009. "It's usually a good idea to have a second set of human eyes go over your
work." (p. 72) Even the most advanced editing tools can miss mistakes and get the message
wrong. They can ignore details, mistakes that only make sense in a certain context, and
problems with the structure that require human knowledge and understanding. Tools for
proofreading should be used along with human work to make sure that written material is as

precise as possible.

2.1. Examples of Proofreading Tools
The way writers and editors review and improve written material has changed because
of proofreading tools. These digital tools give writers a strong collection of advanced
algorithms and linguistic processing techniques that can find and fix spelling, grammar,
punctuation, and style mistakes. Proofreading tools have helped writers improve their
accuracy, clarity, and general quality while making the editing process faster and better. Some

examples of these tools include the following:
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2.1.1. Hemingway

Hemingway
ilor

Figure 1:Hemingway Editor Logo (from Chesson,D.(2022) Hemingway Editor)

Hemingway editor makes writing easier to read and understand. It fixes different style
problems to make the text clearer and stronger, and it also helps writers find and fix unclear
lines. It also points out when writers use too many adjectives, which can slow down lines and
make them harder to read, and when they use passive voice, which encourages them to write
more actively. In addition to a complete study of style, this tool gives a thematic number for
how easy it is to read the piece of writing. To value readability, this tool takes into
consideration sentence length, word choice, and other factors to figure out how easy it is to
read.

With this knowledge, writers can make their work easier to understand and more
successful, so they can reach more people. Also, this editor's ideas for how the text should
shift are significant. They help writers improve clarity and readability by pointing out places
where the writing might be confusing or hard to understand. Das (2022) said, "Hemingway
Editor is the only tool you need to create text-based content quickly and accurately." Which
means that this is a tool that writers cannot do without if they want to write strong, important

material.
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2.1.2. Scribbr

< Scribbr

Figure 2: Scribbr Proofreader logo (from Collins,B.(2022) Scribbr Review)

Scribbr offers a wide range of services to improve the accuracy and clarity of written
content, including ideas for sentence structure, word choice, and readability. It also helps
writers write clearly so that their message gets through. Scribbr academic writing services are
one of its strengths. Editing checks make sure that academic style guides are followed, and
reference checking makes sure that citations and references in academic papers are correct
and regular. Students and writers who need to write things that are clear and correct will find
these services useful. Sadan (2022) says, "Scribbr is a mainstay in the world of education

because it helps students avoid accidental plagiarism and improve the quality of their work."

2.1.3. Perfectlt

¥ PerfectlIt

Figure 3: Perfectlt Proofreader logo (from Chesson,D.(2022) Perfectlt Review)

Perfectlt is an important tool for editing because it makes sure that the content is
correct and consistent. Perfectlt With its advanced features and careful reading, it checks

more than just language and writing; it checks emphasis, hyphenation, abbreviations, and
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other things that can affect how professional and clear a text is. This tool takes into account
these details to make a paper that is clear and free of mistakes. It also helps writers follow
style guides and editing norms. Perfectlt keeps the writing in line with the norms and interests
of the audience. Moreover,this tool is also helpful for writers who work or study in fields that
have strict rules about style and format.

Chesson (2022), highlights that "Perfectlt is designed for editors and proofreaders who
work with industry-specific documents. It's a time saver for these professionals, but the casual
writer won't get as much use from it. " It saves time for these writers, but it will not help
average writer as much. It makes it easier to find mistakes and make changes, so writers and

proofreaders can focus on higher-level tasks and the quality of the pieces of writing.

2.1.4. ProWriting Aid

ProWritfingAid

Figure 4:ProwritingAid logo (from Collins,B.(2022) ProWritingAid Review)

ProWritingAid gives writers an easy way to check their work for mistakes. Collins
(2020) said, "ProWritingAid is aimed at writers of all types, business people, and bloggers.
It’s useful for anyone who spends a lot of time writing books, articles, or reports." This shows
that this tool can be used in many different academic settings or work. ProWritingAid helps

EFL students because learning English is hard for people who do not speak it as their mother
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tongue. This tool also has a few functions that help people who are learning a language write
better. It helps EFL students fix grammar and sentence structure mistakes and write in a clear
way.

It makes text easier to read by finding too many words, difficult sentence patterns, and
other problems. ProWritingAid also helps language learners write clearly by pushing them to
use different and specific vocabulary. It also helps EFL students with writing essays, reports
and analyses by giving them feedback on their writing. Moreover, these feedback help
students fix common mistakes like using the same words over and over, using the wrong tense,

and having inappropriate sentence structure, which helps EFL students improve their writing.

2.1.5. Ginger Software

©INGER

Figure 5:Ginger Software logo (from Kasa (2019.Ginger Review PROS & CONS)

There are different editing tools available within the Ginger software. Kasa (2019)
says, "Ginger, this grammar tool and spell-checking software give you the ability to learn how
to become a better writer while helping to save you the time and headache of agonizing over
corrections." The software is helpful for EFL students, especially those who have difficulty
with writing, because it improves their writing skills and gives them better vocabulary and

language checking. Moreover, the software carefully looks at the text, points out any language
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difficulties, and gives ideas for how to fix them. Also, EFL learners can improve their English
language and vocabulary with this tool, and Ginger Software's sentence rephrasing feature can

help them.

The software ideas for grammar and language help students improve their writing
because it finds mistakes in phrases and offers choices based on how other words are written
and on words that can cause misunderstandings of the piece of writing. In short, by using
Ginger Software's features, EFL students can improve their writing skills, feel more

comfortable speaking English, and improve their general language skills.

3. Introducing Grammarly Tool

grammarly

Figure 6: Grammarly logo( from Wallen,J(2023). Grammarly review)

With Grammarly, writers can proofread and make their work better. Grammarly tool
does more than just check for grammar and spelling mistakes; it also makes suggestions about
how to improve sentence structure, word choice, clarity, and writing style based on powerful
algorithms. Collins (2019) said, "I use Grammarly Premium regularly for proofreading my
work. I also rely on it to check articles by other freelancers I work with. It’s a vital tool for my

business." It helps students, teams, and companies write better content, and it can change to
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different writing styles.This tool gives ideas for academic papers, business reports, creative

writing, and social media posts that depend on each person's field of interest.

Moreover, Grammarly also checks for plagiarism, which helps writers to be clear and
original. It helps fix and cite plagiarism by reading and comparing any text against a huge
database. Also, Grammarly is important because it is easy to use and works on different
devices. This proofreading tool gives an feedback and suggestions while writing in an online
browser, on desktop extensions, or on a mobile device. In conclusion, this tool is important
for all types of writers because it has a lot of features that help improve the quality of the
writing. Grammarly gets the message through easily because it can respond to different

writing styles and situations.

3.1. Grammarly Feature

Grammarly has changed from a simple language checker to an Al-powered plagiarism
checker and more advanced writing help. It also lets writers improve the clarity of their work
and rewrite lines with just one click. Grammarly is a set of desktop computer extensions, web
apps, and software tools. This tool uses artificial intelligence to look over a piece of writing
and find mistakes and other difficulties. It is also useful for anyone who writes, especially

EFL writers, because it has so many tools for writing and rewriting, such as:

3.1.1. Grammar Checker

Grammarly Grammar Checker is an important tool when it comes to writing well and
effectively. Grammarly effective algorithms and powerful language processing tools carefully
look for mistakes in writing. Singh (2023) stated, "It identifies errors in your written content,
such as grammar mistakes, punctuation errors, passive voice, fragmented sentences, and so
on." The language checker goes through the text and shows out grammar mistakes like

subject-verb order, verb tense, missing punctuation, etc. Moreover, this tool helps writers
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make their writing better and communicate more easily by making ideas and changes in real
time. Grammarly Grammar Checker is important for writers who want to improve their work

and avoid making mistakes.

3.1.2. Spell Checker

Grammarly Spell Checker makes sure that your writing is correct and professional.
Chesson (2022) says, "It quickly detects spelling errors, if any. We can attest to its accuracy.
It detects errors and allows you to correct spelling with just a click." Spell Checker uses
powerful algorithms and a large database of words to find incorrect words and mistakes and
identify them. The Grammarly Spell Checker makes it easy for writers to fix mistakes with
just one click. It also helps writers improve the norm of their writing and their skills by giving
them immediate feedback and spelling ideas. Also, word checks save time and make the
writing look more professional.

Even small writing mistakes can change how people see something in the modern
digital world. Grammarly Spell Checker gives writers the confidence to communicate without
uncomfortable or difficult spelling mistakes. Writers can focus on making interesting essays
and sharing their ideas without thinking about spelling mistakes that could lead to a

misunderstood piece of writing.

3.1.3. Writing Assistant

Grammarly Writing Assistant does more than just check mistakes in spelling. Moore
(2020) states, "Grammarly, which calls itself a writing assistant, can help out in those
scenarios." This virtual writing partner helps and leads writers. Its powerful algorithms and
language skills also help writers write content that is clear and interesting. It helps writers
improve their sentence structure and word choice. It also looks at the context and purpose to

find unusual phrases, words that are used over and over, and passive voice. It also gives tips
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on style and tone to help writers write for specific groups of people.Grammarly Writing
Assistant gives an online writing guide that shows the writer what they could do better and

why.

By giving thorough explanations and examples, this feature helps writers learn from
their mistakes and become better. It also helps them communicate easily in emails, blog posts,

and research papers.

3.1.4. Plagiarism Checker

The Grammarly plagiarism tool saves the originality of written content. Antolini (2022)
says, "A plagiarism checker powered by the ProQuest databases and content from more than
16 billion pages across the internet, Grammarly detector has its flaws, but it's a good first step
in detecting similar content if you're in the middle of a research project." Grammarly uses a
large collection of academic and online sources to check for plagiarism. It looks at how the
writer's work is similar to and different from many other sources in terms of language,
sentence structure, and ideas. The Grammarly plagiarism checker helps writers find out if

their content is original and suggests changes.

Moreover, It is an important first step in finding possible difficulties and encouraging
academic honesty. However, no plagiarism checker is perfect, although it stops accidental
plagiarism and makes sure writers use correct citations and their own ideas. The Grammarly

plagiarism tool makes sure that academic and business writing is done in a correct manner.

3.1.5. Citation Manager

The Grammarly Citation Manager makes it easy to put together citations. Collins
(2019) explains, "A newer Grammarly feature is its citation manager. A writer can

automatically create citations for their work with a click using the web browser plugin. It
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generates citations for APA, Chicago Manual of Style, and MLA." Grammarly large database
and web browser tool automatically find source information and use the right reference style,
whether it is APA, Chicago Manual of Style, MLA, or another. This feature saves writers time
and makes sure that their citations are correct, which improves their validity and makes them
look more professional.

It also helps writers get used with the style of citations, so they can focus on the text
and ideas. It also lets writers order and quote their sources in academic papers, pieces, and

other types of writing.

3.2. Importance of Grammarly

Grammarly is important for writing correctly in the modern world. This proofreading
tool is an online writing assistance that improves writing skills and creates clean, free of
mistakes content. Excellent writing can make a large difference in emails, papers, and
speeches. Grammarly effective spelling and language checks, ideas based on context, and
improvements to style make it important for teachers, students, and writers of all levels. This
tool helps people improve their writing by fixing their grammar, punctuation, and sentence
structure. The context-based mistake understanding and suggestion functions also help them
write clear, interesting texts. Some of the primary and important reasons to use Grammarly

arc:

3.2.1. Helps to Improve your Writing Skills

Grammarly improves spelling, language, and punctuation mistakes, among other
features. According to Babcock (2022), "Grammarly makes you a better writer by assisting
you with eliminating spelling, grammar, and punctuation mistakes. Getting rid of these
blunders makes your writing clearer and allows you to communicate your message

effectively". Grammarly across grammar checker helps writers get better at what they do by
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looking at their writing in detail, highlighting any grammar difficulties, and making
suggestions for how to fix them.Grammarly helps writers improve their phrasing, word choice,

and sentence structure by highlighting and fixing language problems.

With this way of giving feedback and making things better, grammar rules can be
learned and used correctly. It also suggests different ways to fix things that are wrong.

Grammarly makes writing better by getting rid of these types of mistakes.

3.2.2. Help to Improve and Expand Vocabulary

Grammarly specific feedback helps writers choose stronger words and make their
work better. Trey (2019) stated that, "One of the things I enjoy most about Grammarly is that
it adapts to your writing. It not only alerts you if you overuse a specific word but also
identifies words that are overused in general." Grammarly aims that highlighting these
repeated words and phrases will motivate writers to try out new words and phrases.
Furthermore, this tool has a dictionary, a glossary, and relevant ideas that help writers
improve their writing style. This general strategy improves the foreign languages spoken, how
people talk to each other, and the ability to explain ideas. Also, Grammarly can help EFL
students and people who do not speak English as their mother tongue improve their grammar,

conversation, and writing.

3.2.3. Help to Improve Fluency Analysis

Grammarly fluency analysis of the content and instant corrections will help the
students write better. Kreimer (2022), stated that "This example is fascinating because I
wouldn't have thought there was a problem with the verb 'make.' But they're right; it's wrong.
A simple click on Grammarly fixed it immediately. " This proofreading tool complex machine

learning algorithms and dictionary help find mistakes that could stop the writing process. The
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tool gives immediate feedback and suggestions on things like sentence structure, verb
agreement, and word choice.Grammarly also helps writers improve their writing style by

highlighting possible mistakes and difficult structures.

This tool immediate editing and suggestions for better words and modifications, which
can also help improve the writing. Also, this easy way to edit can help writers improve the

clarity and order of their work immediately.

3.3. Benefits of Grammarly for Different Users

Grammarly provides an effective writing tool that can help writers from all
backgrounds. It makes writing better for students, professionals, and business writers. This
tool helps users write better in different ways than just spelling and grammar. This tool is also
useful for a lot of writers, such as professionals, students, and non-native English speakers.

There are a number of key benefits of Grammarly for different users, including:

3.3.1. Students

Grammarly helps students improve their writing skills and get better grades, among
other things. Palani (2022) says, "Students can use Grammarly to make their writing clear and
avoid common mistakes without worrying about leaving a digital footprint." Grammarly can
give learners specific, private feedback, and they also benefit from Grammarly different range
of language and writing checks. So, the tool shows when students make mistakes with
grammar, punctuation, or spelling in their writing and helps them make work that has no
mistakes. Grammarly makes suggestions and changes immediately, and the tool gives
different word choice ideas, such as synonyms and suggestions, to help learners not use the
same words over and over while developing their vocabulary.

It also shows students how to use this editing tool to make better pieces of writing,

which helps them improve their writing and communication skills. Moreover, Grammarly
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plagiarism checker helps students by comparing their work to a large database to look for
possible plagiarism. They can also use this tool to help them write in a way that looks original

and real.

3.3.2. Professionals

Grammarly helps the writing and performance of professionals. Collins (2022) says
that "the Grammarly plugin can save professionals time at work when writing emails or
reports. It works well with Google Docs, Microsoft Word, Outlook, and even Salesforce. "
This proofreading tool is great for workers, especially for daily use, because it deals with
different platforms. Also, the use of Grammarly was linked to better clarity and experience in
professional writing, like emails, reports, and other written papers that can be checked for
grammar and spelling mistakes using this tool. Professionals can use Grammarly for
immediate proofreading because it makes brief, interesting, and organized content and gives

ideas for phrases, vocabulary, and readability.

As a result, it improves business communication, audience, and connecting by giving
feedback on writing skills. This tool also saves workers time because it improves reliability,
productivity, and clarity of written communication. Also, Grammarly plagiarism detection
and style guide matching help professionals make content. Its simple design and teaching
features help pros write excellent, error-free content, which increases their speed and

usefulness.

3.3.3. Non-native English Speakers

Grammarly can help non-native writers in many ways. According to Collins (2022),
"Grammarly Premium offers context behind its suggestions and mistakes and acts like an

interactive grammar guide for English language learners." . On usual exams, sentence
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structure, word agreement, and prepositional mistakes are some of the most difficult parts of
grammar.Grammarly makes ideas and gives details about grammar in context to help non-
native English speakers improve their grammar skills. Moreover, foreigners can also use the
word-learning features of this tool to find different words, synonyms, and more specific ways
to say things so that they can write better about themselves.

Grammarly vocabulary suggestions are very helpful for non-native English speakers
who want to learn new words. Also, Grammarly can help them improve the grammar,

simplicity, and consistency of their sentences.

Conclusion

In conclusion, this chapter addressed proofreading and the use of Grammarly. By
using these proofreaders, the student can avoid making mistakes in grammar, writing,
punctuation, and style. Grammarly appears to be a useful online helper that shows and gives
ways to fix common writing mistakes, shows how easy it is to use, and points out how it
works with a number of editors. Its value and importance were recognized. Grammarly
advanced tools are useful for different users, including writers, students, proofreaders, and
non-native English speakers. The Grammarly tool includes grammar and spelling checking,
style tips, plagiarism detection, and better clarity, all of which help improve the writing
process. It was also talked about how important it is to check for clear written communication
and how the Grammarly tool speeds up the process of proofreading and gives writers more

control over their work.



Chapter Three

Field work
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Introduction

Despite its importance, EFL learners sometimes neglect writing in favor of
sharpening their speaking abilities. Writing, on the other hand, is an effective tool for
revealing thoughts, expressing ideas, and overcoming differences in cultures.
However, several learners suffer with writing, possibly due to an absence of interest.
The writing process is divided into numerous stages, with proofreading being a
significant one. Unexpectedly, several students are unaware of the essential role that
proofreading plays in enhancing their writing skills. Our primary goal in this research
study is to emphasize the significance of proofreading in the writing process.
Therefore, we have dedicated this chapter to collecting and analyzing data from an
interview and questionnaire that analyzed teachers' and students' impressions of the
role of proofreading software, such as Grammarly, in reducing EFL mistakes in
writing. Our case study revolves around three writing expression teachers and 44
master's-level students at Biskra University's English Department who mentioned
their viewpoints and experiences with proofreading software to improve their writing

skills.

1. Research Approach

Because of the nature of the research topic, we carefully selected a descriptive
research method. This approach allows us to provide a comprehensive understanding
of the subject matter, specifically focusing on the teachers' and students' perceptions

towards the role of proofreading software (Grammarly) in reducing EFL mistakes.

2. Data Collection Tools
Two research instruments were used to fit the aims of this research: a

questionnaire for students to highlight the difficulties and problems they face during
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the writing process, as well as their opinion on the use of proofreading tools,
specifically Grammarly, and an interview for teachers to get their point of view on

student use of Grammarly while writing.

2.1. Students’ Questionnaire

2.1.1. Sample of the Study

To acquire the greatest and most professional responses, we decided that
Master two students were the ideal sample to use; we chose 70 out of 140 student to
work with. The study was carried out at the level of Mohamed Kheider University of
Biskra. The questionnaire was submitted using Google Form. We sent 70 emails and

received only 44 responses.

2.1.2. Description of the Questionnaire

In order to understand the attitudes of learners towards writing and
proofreading tools, we designed a comprehensive questionnaire for 44 students
enrolled in the Master's English Department at Mohammed Kheider University of
Biskra.

Section One: General Information (Q1-,Q-2, Q3): Contains three questions
using this questionnaire in order to acquire an overview of their ages, genders, and
whether or not they chose English as their area of interest.

Section Two: the Writing Skill ( from Q4 to Q9): Contains six questions
focused our efforts on their writing skills as well as their views and thoughts, and
obstacles students deal with while writing, and the role of teachers in guiding students
in improving their writing skills.

Section Three: Proofreading (Grammarly Tool) (from Q10 to Q16): Contains

seven questions. They focus on students' attitudes regarding proofreading, as well as
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if they use proofreading apps, particularly Grammarly, and whether they find them

beneficial and helpful during the writing process.

2.1.3. Administration of the questionnaire

Our research sampled 70 master two students. We asked them to complete the
questionnaire without imposing any time constraints. Using students' email addresses,
we delivered online questionnaires using Google Forms. The total number of
responses from the participants was 44, despite our efforts. Although the response rate
was not as high as we had expected, the gathered data from these 44 participants will

still provide valuable insights for our research analysis.

2.1.4. Analysis of The Questionnaire Results

A. Section One : Background Information

Ql.Age:
Number Percentage
+21 32 72.7%
+26 12 27.3%
Total 44 100%

Table 1: Student age
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B+
Hos+

Graph 1: Student age

The graph (1) shows the percentage of students in two age groups, 21+ and
26+. 72.7% of the study group is over the age of 21, and the remaining 27.3% is over
the age of 26. Students are more likely to start learning EFL at a younger age, as
shown by the higher number of students in the 21+ group .The graph shows that
students are more likely to start studying EFL when they are younger, and that fewer

students study EFL after the age of 26.

Q2.Gender:
Number Percentage
Male 10 22.7%
Female 34 77.3%
Total 44 100%

Table 2: Student gender
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Graph 2: Student gender

The graph (2) shows the percentage of females and males who learn foreign
language. Most of the students in the study group are females, who make up 77.3% of
the total, while males only make up 22.7%. The graph shows that females are more
likely to study a Foreign Language than males, with a smaller percentage of males

learning EFL. There could be a number of reasons for this trend, including cultural

factors, different hobbies or academic pursuits, and motivational factors.

Q3: Was studying English

Number Percentage
Personal 38 86.4%
Imposed 06 13.6%
Total 44 100%

Table 3: Students’ choice of English

41
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B personal
Himposed

Graph 3: Students’ choice of English

As graph (3) shows, 88.4% of the students who answered the questionnaire
said that English is their personal choice. Only 11.6% of them seemed to be obliged to
study English. In general, this high percentage shows that students have a strong
desire and ability to learn the language. As a result, most of the students who

answered are motivated because they want to learn English.

B. Section Two: Writing Skill

Q4: According to you, which skill is the most important one?Why?

O reading
Clistening
B speaking
CIwriting

Graph 4: The most important skill according to students
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The goal of our questionnaire was to find out what students considered the
most important skills for learning English. Based on the answers, graph 4 show that
speaking is the most important thing to EFL students, as 59.1% of them said so.
Writing is also very important, with 25%, which does not come as a surprise since it
uses other speaking skills. Only 9.1% of students think that reading is the most
important skill, while 6.8% of students think that listening is the most important skill.
When asked to provide a justification for their selection of the most important skill,
students had varying responses.

two student chose reading believed that it is an excellent way to expand their
vocabulary, which would help them to excel in the other language skills also two
student give nearly the same justification the first said that reading is the basic skill
and without it they can not prove themselves in written and the other student state that
when they have a rich vocabulary automatically they will be able to speak and write
easily. seven out of 11 Students who favored writing believed that it is essential since
it allows them to apply the techniques learned from other skills and convey their ideas
effectively.

Also the other four student said that they study the academic, formal English
so they need the writing skill more to write academically essays, dissertations and to
apply for a job. Meanwhile, 26 students believed that speaking is the foundation of
learning any language as it enables individuals to communicate their needs and ideas
fluently. Three students who chose listening as the most important skill argued that it
is critical for developing their reading, writing, and speaking abilities, besides that one
of those four said that listening is effective in collecting information and training

human concentration.
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It's clear that students have different ideas about how important language skills
are. Most of them put speech and writing at the top of their list. But each skill is
important in the learning process and can help someone speak better in English.

QS5:When it comes to writing, do you think it's an interesting module to

study?

Hyes

Graph 5: Students’ attitude about writing

Based on the results of our questionnaire, the graph 5 show that most EFL
students understand how important it is to be able to write. Out of the 44 students who
answered, 43 (97.7%) agreed that writing is an important skill to learn. The last
student (2,3%) did not think that writing was an important skill. This could be because
the student is not very good at writing. When asked if they thought writing was an
interesting module to be taught, a majority of students (43 out of 44) said yes. Twenty
students said that academic writing could be the hardest part of learning a language,
so studying it as a module would be interesting.

The other students said that they could not learn a language without knowing
how to write it, so it is a must even if it's not interesting. Even though only one
student had a negative opinion, they said that reading is one of the most useful skills,

but most people have trouble with it. They find it hard to say words when they are
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written down, even though they may find it easy to say them out loud. Our
questionnaire shows that most EFL students know how interesting writing is and
think it is important to learn it. It is important for teachers to keep coming up with
successful ways to teach writing so that students can get better at it.

Q6: How do you evaluate your level in writing?

B iow

. dverage
[ high

Graph 6: Student's evaluation of their level in writing

This graph shows how well EFL students could write, and the results showed
that most students were at an average level, with a 75% score. This result doesn't
come as a surprise, since many students don't use English much in their daily lives.
Only 4 students (9.1%) think they have poor writing skills. On the other hand, 15.9%
of students (7 students) think their level of skill is high. It's important to keep in mind
that teachers need to know how students' skill levels vary in order to make their
teaching methods work well. To make sure that all of their students learn and reach
their learning goals, teachers must take into account that their students are at different
stages and meet their individual needs.

Q7: Do you face some difficulties while writing?
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Eyes
Eno

Graph 7: Students' difficulties while writing

Graph 7 shows that a lot of EFL students face difficulty when they try to write.
When they were asked if they had trouble with writing, 40 of the 44 students said
"yes." This could be because they don't know sufficient vocabulary or grammar, so
they have trouble expressing their thoughts clearly, or just don't believe in their
writing abilities. On the other hand, only four students (9.1%) answered no to this

question, which means they do not have any problems when they write.

If yes, choose from this

[ Grammar
mistakes

Spelling
!mistakes

Punctuation
mistakes

B Tense mistakes

E other

Graph 8: Students’ main obstacles while writing
For those who said "yes" to facing obstacles while writing, we wanted to know

more about the specific mistakes or problems that EFL students face when writing.
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Graph 8 shows the different types of problems EFL students face and how often they
face them. When we asked students what their problems were, we gave them four
options: grammar mistakes, spelling mistakes, punctuation mistakes, and tense
mistakes. We also gave them an "other" choice so they could tell us about other
problems they face. Students could pick more than one answer, and the percentages
show how often each level of difficulty was picked.

The highest percentage of students, 34.1%, identified grammar mistakes as
their primary issue, while 20.5% struggled with spelling mistakes. Additionally,
18.2% of students reported difficulty with punctuation, and 13.6% faced challenges in
using appropriate tenses. Among the respondents who selected "other," 13.6%
mentioned various difficulties such as the influence of the French language on their
writing, poor vocabulary, and difficulty in developing ideas.

Q8: How important do you think the teacher's role is in improving

students' writing performance?

Somewhat
mirn;:n:urtant

Moderately
I:Iirnpnzur’[am

Himportant
Bery important

Extremely
Dimpnr‘[ant

Graph 9: Importance of the teacher's role in improving students' writing
Graph 9 shows EFL students' opinions on the importance of the teacher's role
in enhancing their writing skills. When asked to rate the teacher's role on the

importance scale, 2.3% of students said it was not important at all. A larger number of
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participants, 11.4%, said it is somewhat important. But most of the students seem to
realize how important the teacher is, with 31.8% saying it's important and 43.2%
saying it's very important. Lastly, a smaller number of students, 13.6%, think that the
role of the teacher is very important for improving their writing skills. These data
show that most EFL students know how important it is for their teachers to help them
improve their writing skills.

Q9: Give examples of how teachers can effectively help students improve
their writing skills?

The answers given by students about how teachers can effectively help
improve their writing skills provide some insight into the different approaches that
students find helpful. Six students said how important it is to write freely, but their
main focus was on writing for academic purposes. 11 students said that a good way to
improve writing skills is to give students homework and push them to do writing tasks
in class, then set aside time to correct homework and give tips and strategies. Three
students highlighted the usefulness of testing students by giving them a topic to write
about and checking their paragraphs for mistakes. One student preferred short
paragraphs as reading material to learn from and themes to write about, with the

teacher checking the student's writing.

Two students said that teachers can help students fix their mistakes and show
them how to start writing, which can make them feel more comfortable while writing.
Seven students thought that it was up to them to improve their writing skills by
reading high-level texts and redoing them to learn about the literature in those books.
These answers show that different students chose different ways to improve their
writing skills. However, there are few things that all students mentioned, such as

getting feedback, fixing mistakes, being told what to do.
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C. Section Three: Proofreading (Grammarly Tool)

Q10: Is the proofreading stage important in the writing process?

B yes
Eno

Graph 10: Students’ attitude toward the proofreading stage

According to graph 10, when students were asked if the proofreading step was
important in the writing process, 43 in total, with a percentage of 97.7%, answered
yes. This shows that the students know how important proofreading is and how it
helps improve the quality of their work. On the other hand, only one student with a
percentage of 2.3% chose no, which is a very small number compared to the number
of students who recognize the significance of proofreading.

Q11: Does your teacher motivate you to proofread?

Eyes

no

Graph 11: The teacher as a motivator
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Out of the total number of students, 81.8% chose the answer "yes" that their
teacher does motivate them to proofread, while 18.2% responded with "no". It can be
observed that the majority of students are encouraged by their teachers to proofread
their written work. The results of the question suggest that teachers play an important
role in motivating their students to take the proofreading stage seriously. This can be a
significant factor in enhancing the quality of students' writing and promoting their
overall academic performance.

Q12: Do you proofread your writing?

Hyes
Eno

Graph 12: Student proofreading their writing

The graph shows that 90.9% of students claim that they proofread their writing.
On the other hand, only 11.4% of students reported that they do not proofread their
writing. These results show that most students know how important proofreading is in
the writing process and are willing to take the time and make the effort to revise their
work. But it is important to note that a small number of students do not consider
proofreading an important part of writing. These findings highlight the importance of
demonstrating the value of proofreading to all students, as it can significantly improve
their writing work.

Q13: Do you use proofreading tools?
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Graph 13: Proofreading tools

According to graph 13, 81.8% of students use proofreading tools when they
write. This shows that a large number of students use these kinds of tools.
Proofreading tools can be beneficial in helping students identify and correct errors in
their writing. However, only about 18.1% of students do not use any tools to check
their work. People who don't use proofreading tools might prefer to do it by hand, or
they might not see it as a priority in their writing process.

If yes, which one of these proofreaders do you use?

O Grammarly
[ Hemingway

B other

Graph 14: Students preferred proofreading tools
The graph below shows the proofreading tools that students use, with
Grammarly being the most popular at 86.3%. Only 4.5% of students chose

Hemingway, and none of them picked Perfectlt. Also, 9.2% of students mentioned
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other proofreaders, and two students mentioned Quillbot and Scribbr in particular.
This information shows that students have a lot of different proofreading tools to
choose from, with Grammarly being the most popular choice. The fact that other
proofreaders are mentioned suggests that some students may prefer to use different
tools or may be trying out new ones to find the one that works best for them.

Q14:Do you think that the use of a proofreading tool is effective in

eliminating your writing mistakes?

M yes

Graph 15: Students' attitudes about the use of proofreading tools

The graph shows that all 44 students questioned, or 100% of the group, agreed
that proofreading tools are effective in eliminating writing mistakes. This
overwhelming agreement shows that students recognize the value of using such tools
in their writing process. It's possible that students have experienced success in using
proofreading tools in their work, which has led to their strong support of them. Since
no student chose "no," it suggests that the benefits of using proofreading tools
outweigh any potential drawbacks, at least in the view of that group of students.

Q15: Do you see Grammarly as a helpful tool in reducing your writing

mistakes?
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Graph 16: Students' attitudes about Grammarly

The graph shows that 95.5% of students find Grammarly useful for improving
their writing. This suggests that Grammarly is a commonly used and effective tool for
students who want to produce high-quality written work. Only a small number of
students, 4.5%, claim that Grammarly is not an effective tool for reducing their
writing mistakes. Overall, the graph illustrates that the majority of students find
Grammarly to be a useful tool that helps them improve the overall quality of their
writing.

The second part of the previous question is to tell us why they choose “yes” or
“no” ,and only 33 students justified their answer about the use of Grammarly and
whether they see it as a helpful tool or not. Student responses to the question showed
a wide range of opinions. The majority of students (20 out of 33) said that Grammarly
is helpful because it helps them write better and more coherently and helps them learn
how to avoid grammar mistakes in the future. This shows that Grammarly is viewed
as a valuable resource for students who want to improve their writing skills. Four
students said that they assume that Grammarly can replace a teacher's feedback and
help students who want to improve their writing performance.

This suggests that students appreciate how easy Grammarly is to use and how

quickly it gives feedback. One student said that Grammarly was easy, clear, and direct,
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which shows that the interface is user-friendly. Six students said that Grammarly is
helpful because it gives them better ideas for how to improve their writing. This
illustrates that students find Grammarly suggestions useful and informative. However,
two students reported that they experienced inaccurate grammar corrections, and one
student claimed that the ideas are not always 100% right.

Based on these answers, it seems that Grammarly is a useful tool for many
students, but it may not be perfect, and the user may need to double-check. Overall,
these different answers show that Grammarly is helpful for many students, but it may
not be the best choice for everyone.

Q16: If you did use the Grammarly tool in proofreading your writing

(could you rate your experience)

15

13 (29.5%)
12 (27.3%) 12 (27.3%)

10

4 (9.1%) Y]
B ‘0

Graph 17: Student rating their Grammarly experience

This barchart shows the percentages of students® ratings about their previous
use of Grammarly. Of the 44 students who responded to the question, four students
were very unsatisfied with their experience using Grammarly. 6.8%, or three students,
were somewhat unsatisfied. A larger number of students, 27.3% (12), reported feeling
neutral about their experience. Meanwhile, 29.5% (13 students) felt somewhat

satisfied with their experience using the tool. The last percentage of responses was
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from the students who said they were "very satisfied" with their experience, which
was 27.3% (12 students).

The data show that while a significant number of students were satisfied with
their experience using Grammarly, a non-negligible proportion of students had
negative or neutral experiences. The numbers show how important it is to take into
account the different experiences and points of view of students when evaluating the
effectiveness of proofreading tools like Grammarly.

2.2. Teachers Interview

The teacher's interview was the second data-gathering tool used in this study.
To continue with our research, we decided to conduct an interview. because it gives
participants more freedom to express what is important to them. This study instrument
aimed to demonstrate teachers' perceptions of the role of proofreading software
(Grammarly) in reducing EFL writing mistakes. It should be mentioned that the
interview consists of 18 prepared questions that were asked directly to three teachers
(a male and a female), all of them are written expression teachers at Biskra

University's English Department.

2.1.5. Analysis of The Interview Results

A. Section One: General Information

Q1: Do you teach written expression?

Answer

Teacher 1| Yes

Teacher 2 | Yes

Teacher 3 | Yes

Table 4: The teacher taught writing
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Based on what the teachers said, it looks like the three teachers are teaching
written expressions currently.

Q2: How long have you been teaching written expression?

Answer

Teacher 1 | 10 years

Teacher 2 | More than 15 years

Teacher 3 | 1 year

Table 5: Teachers’ experience

The responses to the question regarding teaching experience in written
expression show significant variation. Teacher one had 10 years of experience,

teacher two had more than 15 years, and teacher three only had one year.

B. Section Two: Writing Skill

Q3: Do you believe that the role of the teacher is highly important for

teaching students written expression ?and how ?

Answer

Teacher 1 “Yes, as a guide”

Teacher 2 “Yes, first, writing is learned, not taught; being an effective writer in
English needs a certain amount of guidance from the teacher.”

Teacher 3 “Yes, at least the usual teacher tasks: reorganization of classroom
activities, feedback, and evaluation of student progression.”

Table 6: The role of teacher in teaching writing

All three teachers responded positively to the question, agreeing that the role
of the teacher is highly important for teaching students written expression. The first
teacher simply stated, "Yes, as a guide," which demonstrates that they see themselves

as facilitators for the students' learning. The second teacher provided a more detailed
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answer. He said, "Writing is learned, not taught," and that effective writing in English
requires guidance from the teacher. They emphasize the importance of guidance in the

learning process.

The third teacher agreed that the teacher's role in written expression is
important and cited specific tasks such as reorganizing classroom activities, providing
feedback, and evaluating student progress. This teacher explain how important it is for

the teacher to be involved in the process of teaching.

Q4: What do you think are some of the key benefits that students can gain

from developing their EFL writing skill?

Answer
Teacher 1 Express themselves: the ability to take any contest or join any job
Teacher 2 They just became effective writers.
Teacher 3 Elaborating different types of written work (report research,
articles, economic correspondence, mastery of academic writing
like discussion or written essays)

Table 7: Students’ key benefit from developing their EFL writing

As part of the interview, the teachers were asked to share their perspectives on
the key benefits that students can gain from developing their EFL writing skills. The
first teacher emphasized the importance of developing EFL writing skills as a means
for students to express themselves and be able to compete in various contexts, such as
job applications. The second teacher advocated that EFL writing skills development is

a way for students to become effective writers.

The third teacher, on the other hand, highlighted the various types of written

work that students can elaborate on through EFL writing skill development, including
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reports, research papers, articles, economic correspondence, and academic writing
such as discussions and essays. Overall, the teachers recognize the significant benefits
that students can gain from developing their EFL writing skills, ranging from personal
expression and job opportunities to professional development and academic

advancement.

Q5: How can teachers best support the student in developing their EFL

writing skill?

Answer

Teacher 1 | By teaching them the basics and intensifying their practice.

Teacher 2 | By teaching them the necessary writing skills such as paraphrasing,
summarizing, and mechanics.

Teacher 3 | Apart from the usual techniques of writing skill development, the
teaching can emancipate students' freethinking, style, and organization.

Table 8: Teachers’ support of the students development of their EFL writing

The teachers have identified various methods to support students in
developing their EFL writing skills. The first teacher highlighted the importance of
teaching the basics and intensifying practice. According to the second
teacher,teaching necessary writing skills, such as paraphrasing, summarizing, and
mechanics, can best support students. In contrast, the third teacher said that, apart
from the usual techniques of writing skill development, the teaching can also

emancipate students' freethinking, style, and organization.

All three teachers recognize that developing EFL writing skills requires a
combination of different strategies and techniques that teachers can utilize to help

students achieve their writing goals. Ultimately, teachers' support and guidance are
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crucial in enabling students to become effective writers and get various benefits from
improving their EFL writing skills, such as personal expression, professional

development, and academic advancement.

Q6: What are some of the different teaching methods and strategies that

you use in your teaching practice?

Answer
Teacher 1 Process method
Teacher 2 The best strategy is the process method, since it makes things nearly
perfect.

Teacher 3 A process is normally required: strategies for finding a valuable topic,
brainstorming, organizing information (planning), and writing the first
draft.

Table 9: Teacher method and strategies in teaching writing

The three teachers in this study shared some common and different teaching
methods and strategies for teaching EFL writing skills. The first teacher emphasized
how important process is because it reinforces the basics of writing and improves
students' writing skills. The second teacher agreed with the process method and stated
that it is the best way to learn because it helps students improve their work and
approach perfection. The third teacher highlighted the importance of process and
organization, advocating for strategies such as finding a valuable topic, brainstorming,

planning, and writing the first draft.

Students can use these techniques to break down the writing process into
manageable steps and guide them towards producing high-quality written work.
Overall, the teachers agree that there are many ways to teach EFL writing skills, and

they suggest that teachers use a range of methods to meet the needs of their students.
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Q7: How do you decide which method and strategies to use with different

groups of students?

Answer
Teacher 1 According to the syllabus, students' level and time
Teacher 2 Relying on students' needs and feedback from their previous writing
Teacher 3 The same process is applied, and the introduction of appropriate
rectification is necessary: students' level, nature of class, curriculum
development, and students' needs in general.

Table 10: Methods and strategies used by teachers with different groups

The three teachers presented different approaches to deciding which methods
and strategies to use with different groups of students. The first teacher highlighted
the importance of taking into account the syllabus, the students' level, and the time
available for teaching. This offers a more planned and organized way to choose
teaching methods and strategies based on factors that have already been decided. The
second teacher, in contrast, emphasized how important it is to consider students' needs
and feedback from their previous writing. This suggests a further student-centered

method that puts the needs and preferences of each student first.

The third teacher also said that it was important to think about the students'
levels and needs, but emphasized the need for appropriate rectification and adaptation
of the teaching process to suit the nature of the class and the curriculum's
development. This approach suggests a flexible and adaptable way to teach that can
be changed as needed depending on the situation. Overall, the three teachers

recognize the importance of taking a holistic and multi-faceted approach to deciding
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on teaching methods and strategies, considering factors such as the syllabus, students'

needs, level, and nature of the class.

Q8:What are some of the most common challenges that your students face

when it comes to writing?

Answer
Teacher 1 Writing accurately and generating ideas.
Teacher 2 The organization of the essay, and they are generally short of ideas

and relevant vocabulary items.

Teacher 3 Many of them in this order. 1. non-mastery of the FL itself; 2.
ignorance of techniques of writing; 3. limited practice and timing; 4.
strictness of teachers feedback.

Table 11: Common challenges that student face

Writing can be hard for students, and it's important for teachers to understand
the common obstacles that students face when it comes to developing their writing
skills. The first teacher stated that most of their students have trouble writing correctly
and coming up with ideas. To fix this, the teacher might have to focus on teaching the
basics, like language and vocabulary, and then give the students more chances to
practice. The second teacher also said that there were two main problems: putting
ideas together and organizing the work. To deal with these problems, the teacher
might teach students how to come up with good ideas or give them writing tasks that

encourage creativity.

The third teacher said that their students face a variety of problems. The most
common ones are not being able to speak the foreign language well, not knowing how

to write well, not having enough time or practice, and teachers who give them strict
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comments. To deal with these problems, the teacher may need to teach the language
itself as well as the specific methods and strategies that are needed for good writing.
Also, the teacher may need to give students more chances to practice and get feedback,
and they may need to watch how they give feedback to make sure it is both helpful
and useful. Overall, the problems that students have with writing are complex and

multifaceted.

To effectively address them, they may need to use a variety of different

methods and approaches.

Q9: What do you see as the most important responsibilities of a teacher

when it comes to helping students improve their writing skills ?

Answer

Teacher 1 To intensify, then practice and give his feedback regularly.

Teacher 2 Practice may improve learners' writing skills.

Teacher 3 The useful teacher tasks: motivation, batter training, and valuable
feedback.

Table 12: Responsibilities of the teacher when helping students’ to improve their

writing skill

When it comes to helping students improve their writing skills, there are
several important responsibilities that a teacher should take on. The first teacher said
that one of the key responsibilities is to teach the basics of writing, followed by
regular practice and feedback to help students improve their writing. The second
teacher emphasized the importance of practice in improving students' writing skills.

Teachers can help students build their skills and confidence by giving them lots of
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chances to write and get feedback. The third teacher highlighted several useful tasks

that teachers can take on to help their students improve their writing skills.

These include providing motivation for students to engage with the writing
process, teaching them better ways to write, and giving them useful feedback on their
work. Motivation is key to helping students stay engaged with the writing process,
which can be challenging and often requires a lot of effort. By providing training on
writing techniques, teachers can equip students with the tools and skills they need to
write effectively. And by giving valuable feedback on student work, teachers can help
students understand their strengths and weaknesses and identify areas for

improvement.

Overall, a teacher's most important job is to help students improve their
writing skills by providing regular practice opportunities, giving them constructive
feedback, and giving them the motivation and training they need to build their skills

and confidence.

C. Section Three: Proofreading (Grammarly Tool)

Q10: Do you encourage your students to do the proofreading ?

Answer

Teacher 1 Yes

Teacher 2 Yes

Teacher 3 Yes

Table 13: Teachers’ encouraging students to proofread

All three teachers said "yes" to the question of whether they encourage their

students to do proofreading. This suggests that they value the importance of
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proofreading in the writing process and believe that students should be involved in

improving their writing through revision and editing.

Q11: Do you encourage your students to use proofreading tools?

Answer
Teacher 1 Yes
Teacher 2 Yes
Teacher 3 Yes

Table 14:Teachers’ encouraging students to use proofreading tools

Based on what the three teachers said,it can be inferred that all of them

encourage their students to use proofreading tools.

Could you give a few examples of these tools?

Answer

Teacher 1 | Mobile application

Teacher 2 | Use some applications, such as Grammarly or Quillbot.

Teacher 3 | Grammarly

Table 15: Proofreading tools examples

We asked each of the three teachers to give an example of proofreading tools
that they encourage their students to use. The first teacher mentioned a mobile
application but did not specify which one. The second teacher listed two specific
applications: Grammarly and Quillbot. The third teacher only said that they
recommend Grammarly to their students. Overall, the teachers seem to be in
agreement that using proofreading tools can be helpful and that there are various

options available.
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Q12:Do you use Grammarly or encourage your students to use it

especially for master two students?

Answer

Teacher 1 Yes

Teacher 2 Yes

Teacher 3 Yes

Table 16: Teachers using Grammarly or not

Based on the answers, all three teachers answered "yes" to the question of
whether they use or encourage their students to use Grammarly, particularly for

master's students.

Q13: If yes on a scale of 1 to 5, to what extent do you believe that the use

of Grammarly by students is a helpful tool for improving their writing skills?

Scale Answer

Teacher 1 3 outof'5 Without being totally dependent on it.

Teacher 2 3 outof 5 This application is helpful, but students should rely on
their knowledge to proofread their writing.

Teacher 3 4 out of 5 Many advantages: independence and self-reliance,
lower external judgment

Table 17: Teachers’ rate on how much Grammarly is helpful to the students’

We asked three teachers on a scale of 1 to 5 what they thought about
Grammarly as a way to improve writing skills. The first teacher gives it a 3 out of 5
because, while it can be helpful, students should not become overly dependent on it.
The second teacher also gave it a 3 out of 5, saying that while it can be helpful,

students should rely on their own knowledge to proofread their writing. The third
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teacher was more positive, giving it a 4 out of 5 due to its benefits of promoting

independence and self-reliance as well as reducing external judgment.

Overall, it seems that while Grammarly can be a useful tool, it should not

replace a student's own efforts to learn and improve their writing skills and knowledge.

Q14: On a scale of 1 to 5, how much do you feel that the use of
Grammarly by students helps them to better understand and learn from their

own writing mistakes ?

Scale Answer

Teacher 1 2 outof 5 | Using it as a revision tool after drafting is helpful.

Teacher 2 2outof 5 | They used to use it, but they are not aware of their
mistakes.
Teacher 3 4outof 5 |Increase the sense of discovery and analytical

capacities (logical thinking and comparative operation).

Table 18: Teachers’ rate on how much Grammarly is helpful to the students’ to
understand their mistakes

Different teachers have given different views about how useful Grammarly is
as a tool for helping students learn from their writing mistakes. According to the first
teacher, while Grammarly can be helpful when used as a revision tool after drafting, it
should not be overly relied on. The teacher gives a moderate rating of 2 out of 5,
indicating that there are limitations to the effectiveness of Grammarly in enhancing
students' understanding of their writing mistakes. On the contrary, the second teacher
believes that students who use Grammarly might not be fully aware of their mistakes,

which would make learning less effective.

The teacher also rates Grammarly at 2 out of 5, suggesting that the tool is not

particularly helpful in enabling students to understand and learn from their own
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mistakes. However, the third teacher has a more positive view of Grammarly potential
to enhance students' understanding and learning from their writing mistakes. The
teacher gives Grammarly a higher score of 4 out of 5 and says that it can improve
students' sense of discovery and analytical skills like logical thought and comparison.
This indicates that the tool has more advantages than just detecting and correcting

€ITors.

Overall, while there is some variability in the views of different teachers, it
appears that Grammarly can be a helpful tool for improving writing skills if used

appropriately and in combination with other strategies.

Q15: On a scale of 1 to 5, how much do you feel that the use of

Grammarly by students impacts the creativity and originality of their writing?

Scale Answer

Teacher 1 1 out of 5 Except if they benefit from the corrected mistakes
and avoid reappearing them.

Teacher 2 Soutof 5 | Yes, it impacts too much on learners' creativity and
originality.
Teacher 3 4 outof 5 | As indicated above, the development of analytical

capacities necessitates creativity and organization for
self-improvement.

Table 19: Teachers’ rate on how much Grammarly can impact students’
creativity

When it comes to the impact of Grammarly on the creativity and originality of
students' writing, the answers from teachers are quite varied. One teacher believes that
the impact is minimal, giving it a score of only 1 out of 5, saying that the tool can
only be useful if students learn from their mistakes and avoid repeating them. On the

contrary, the second teacher believes that the impact is significant, giving it a score of
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5 out of 5, indicating that the use of the tool can significantly affect learners' creativity
and originality. The third teacher gave a score of 4 out of 5, stating that the
development of analytical capacities requires creativity and organization for self-

improvement.

Therefore, while Grammarly can help students identify and correct their
mistakes, it could also make them depend too much on the tool and make them less
creative and original. It is worth noting, however, that there may be individual
differences in how students use the tool, with some benefiting from it without it
affecting their creativity and others relying too much on it at the expense of their own

originality.

Q16: On a scale of 1 to 5, to what extent do teachers believe that the use
of Grammarly by students reduces their workload in terms of grading and

providing feedback on student writing assignments?

Scale Answer

Teacher 1 3 outof 5 As a self-learning tool.

Teacher 2 3 outof 5 Yes, it does provide feedback, but only good language
learners are aware of it.

Teacher 3 |4 outof5 The system is faster and does not face the issue of
motivation.

Table 20: Teachers’ rate on how much Grammarly can reduce students’
workload

It is important to think about how this technology affects the amount of work
teachers have to do to grade and give comments on student writing. When asked to
rate how much they thought students using Grammarly made their jobs easier, the

three teachers had different answers. The first teacher gave Grammarly a score of 3
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out of 5 and said that it can help kids learn on their own. The second teacher also gave
a score of 3 out of 5, but she was worried that Grammarly would hurt students' ability
to be creative and unique. On the other hand, the third teacher gave a score of 4 out of

5, saying that the method is faster and does not have a problem with motivation.

It is clear that respondents have different ideas about how Grammarly is used
and how it affects the amount of work teachers have to do. However, it is important
for teachers to consider the benefits and drawbacks of this tool before recommending

it to their students.

Q17: On a scale of 1 to 5, to what extent do teachers believe that the use of
Grammarly by students improves their performance on written assignments and

assessments?

Scale Answer

Teacher 1 3outof5 [ Ifthey use it wisely and correctly (the editing tool).

Teacher 2 2 outof 5 | It improves only GLL's performance.

Teacher 3 4 outof 5 | Extensive practice and training prior to written
assignments and assessments leads to improvement.

Table 21: Teachers’ rate to what extent Grammarly can improve students’

writing performance

When it comes to assessing the impact of Grammarly on students'
performance on written assignments and assessments, the opinions of teachers vary.
One teacher gave it a 3 out of 5 and said that it could help students do better if they
used it wisely and properly as an editing tool. However, another teacher gave it a

lower rating of 2 out of 5, stating that it only improves the performance of general
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language learners. On the contrary, a third teacher rated it 4 out of 5, explaining that
extensive practice and training prior to written assignments and assessments lead to

improvement.

Even though the respondents have different views, it is clear that using
Grammarly as a writing tool has the potential to help students improve their writing,

especially when used with other writing strategies and practices.

Q18: On a scale of 1 to 5, to what extent do teachers believe that the use of
Grammarly by students should be allowed and encouraged as a tool for

improving writing skills in the classroom?

Scale Answer

Teacher 1 0 out of 5 It can be used sometimes, but not always.

Teacher 2 2 out of 5 They can use it, but I prefer that they rely on their
own knowledge; they do not have to use it always.

Teacher 3 4 out of 5 many gains: time motivation, stress relief,unstressed
a feeling of development, and opportunities for
teachers to devote more time to other various
activities.

Table 22: Teachers’ rate to what extent Grammarly should be allowed to be used
by the students’

In order to help students improve their writing skills, teachers were asked to
rate on a scale from 1 to 5 to what extent they believe that the use of Grammarly by
students should be allowed and encouraged in the classroom. The teachers' responses
were different. The first teacher gave a rating of 0 out of 5, indicating that while

Grammarly can be used sometimes, it should not be relied on always. The second
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teacher gave a rating of 2 out of 5, indicating that while students can use Grammarly,

they should also rely on their own knowledge and not use it all the time.

On the contrary, the third teacher gave a rating of 4 out of 5, indicating that
allowing and encouraging the use of Grammarly by students in the classroom can
have many gains, such as saving time, motivation, stress relief, a feeling of
development, and opportunities for teachers to devote more time to other various
activities. In conclusion, the use of Grammarly by students in the classroom should be
carefully evaluated by teachers to determine the appropriate extent to which it should
be allowed and encouraged, taking into account the potential benefits and drawbacks

for students' writing skills and overall learning experience.

3. Discussion the results

3.1. Questionnaire

The results of the questionnaire reveal a lot about the students’ who were
asked about their perceptions towards the role of proofreading software (Grammarly)
in reducing EFL mistakes. The questionnaire results provide useful insights into the
44 participating students' perspectives and experiences. To begin, it is worth noting
that many of the students who answered the questionnaire were over the age of 21.
This age distribution suggests that the sample was mostly made up of more senior
students pursuing a Master's degree. Furthermore, a substantial number of the
respondents were female, indicating a stronger representation of female students in

the English Department of Mohammed Kheider University of Biskra.

Another notable conclusion was that the majority of students choose to study

English for personal reasons rather than external considerations. This demonstrates
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the students' real interest and motivation in the English language and its
accompanying skills, particularly writing. Furthermore, when asked to rate the
significance of various language skills, the majority of students ranked speaking first,
followed by writing. This tendency for speaking corresponds to the previously

highlighted emphasis in language learning on oral communication.

Interestingly, all 44 students agreed on the importance of studying writing,
suggesting their understanding of the value of written expression. When asked to
judge their own writing proficiency, however, most students evaluated it as average,
indicating a need for improvement and development in their writing skills.Grammar
appeared to be the key barrier encountered during the writing process, as expressed by
the majority of students. This research emphasizes the difficulty EFL learners have
when applying grammatical rules correctly. The second most common difficulty was

found to be spelling errors.

These findings imply that addressing grammar and spelling errors should be a
priority when developing treatments to improve students' writing proficiency.In terms
of teachers' influence on enhancing writing performance, a large proportion of
students rated it as very important or important. As effective strategies used by
teachers to improve writing skills, students cited examples such as assigning writing
homework and providing constructive comments. These findings highlight the
significance of teacher direction and support in developing students' writing talents.
Moving on to the proofreading section, the majority of students acknowledged the

significance of proofreading in their writing process.

They also stated that their teachers encouraged students to do proofreading

during the writing process. Particularly, a range of proportions of students reported



73

using proofreading software, with Grammarly being the most popular. Furthermore,
when asked to review their experience using Grammarly, the majority of students
showed a moderate level of pleasure, indicating that the program has helped them in
their writing process.Finally, the results show the average age and gender of the
students who participated, as well as their motivations for studying English. Although
students recognized the importance of writing, they favored speaking skills over

writing skills.

Grammar and spelling problems were identified, highlighting the importance
of concentrated efforts in these areas. Teachers' critical role in improving writing
performance was noted, and students demonstrated a positive mindset toward
proofreading, with the majority using proofreading tools, particularly Grammarly, to
enhance their writing. These findings can help teachers and curriculum designers
establish successful techniques for improving students' writing skills in an EFL

context.

3.2. Teachers Interview

The interview was conducted with three teachers of written expression from
Biskra University's English Department. During the interview,we gathered
information about their teaching experience and techniques for improving students'
writing skills. In terms of general information, we asked whether they taught written
expression and how long they had been teaching writing. Each instructor gave
different replies based on their backgrounds and experiences. Moving on to the
second section of the interview, we questioned the teachers about their techniques for

helping students enhance their writing skills.
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The comments were somewhat similar, with most instructors highlighting the
importance of teaching EFL learners the fundamentals of writing. The majority of
teachers have emphasized the process method, which permits students to participate in
writing tasks on a regular basis. They stressed the necessity of giving learners enough
chances to practice and develop their writing skills.Teachers typically agree that one
of the most difficult challenges that students face while writing is coming up with
ideas. This finding suggests that supporting students in brainstorming and organizing

their ideas could be a good method for overcoming this obstacle.

Moving on to the next section of the interview, which focused on proofreading
tools, teachers emphasized their encouragement for students to engage in
proofreading during the writing process. They all realized that they used or
encouraged their students to use proofreading tools. When asked if they used any
specific tools, two of the teachers mentioned Grammarly as a commonly used tool in
their teaching practice.In the last part of the third section, teachers' showed their
impressions of students' use of Grammarly. The majority of teachers expressed

concerns about using Grammarly or any other proofreading tool.

They contended that leaning too much on these tools might hinder learners
writing development and damage their creativity and originality. While teachers admit
that these tools provide quick feedback, they also emphasize the risk of students
becoming overly dependent on them, which in turn makes them less motivated to
improve their writing skills. As a result, they advised students to use Grammarly or
related software only on a regular basis, as usage could affect their overall writing

skills.In general, the insights gained from the interviews with the three teachers
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provide information on their teaching approaches, student concerns, and perceptions

of the use of proofreading tools.

Their responses emphasize the significance of striking a balance between
using such tools for quick feedback and boosting students' own writing talents. These
findings provide important insights for teachers when developing successful writing
education that develops both correctness and originality while carefully using

proofreading tools.

Conclusion

In short, this study used interviews and questionnaires to understand teachers'
and students' views on Grammarly role in reducing EFL writing mistakes. The
questionnaire was intended to test the ability of students to comprehend and answer
simple questions. This research instrument captured students' thoughts and
experiences on the topic at hand. Teachers were interviewed, using their significant
language, deep thoughts, and extensive education experience. This allowed teachers
to share their thoughts on using proofreading software to reduce EFL writing mistakes.

The study interviewed educators to discover their tactics, challenges, and
recommendations, providing a useful teaching community viewpoint. In conclusion,
this study's questionnaires and interviews allowed teachers and students to share their
ideas. The questionnaires gave students' perspectives, while the interviews revealed
teachers' expertise and guidance. The study's validated results highlighted EFL

writers' opinions on proofreading software, especially Grammarly.
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Recommendations

EFL students must be able to write effectively in order to connect their points
of view, ideas, and information. Proofreading software such as Grammarly has
become increasingly important in language learning and writing instruction. These
apps provide immediate feedback and error detection to assist students in improving
their writing skills. This study looked at students and teachers perspectives on
Grammarly impact on reducing EFL writing mistakes, and the findings indicate a
variety of strategies for assisting students in using proofreading tools such as

Grammarly while also developing their language and writing skills.

In addition, these recommendations strike a balance between using
proofreading tools and encouraging students to write in order to enhance their
language and creativity. These principles emphasize the importance of using
technology in writing instruction while also emphasizing individual growth, critical
thinking, and self-editing. Students can improve their EFL writing by learning and
applying proofreading techniques. Moreover, teachers and students must understand
that proofreading software is a tool, not a replacement for language learning. By
following these guidelines, students can use proofreading tools to improve their

language skills and writing.

For Students

« Since the majority of students use proofreading software, particularly Grammarly,
it is critical to familiarize them with its capabilities and functions. We should
provide workshops or resources to students to teach them how to use

proofreading tools for discovering mistakes and correction.
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Grammarly and other proofreading systems may help students in identifying and
correcting mistakes, but they should be used in combination with their own
efforts and learning. Students should proofread to improve their language and
grammar skills.

Encourage critical thinking and language analysis: Suggestions and changes to
proofreading programs should be examined by students, and it should be
reminded to them that proofreading programs are not perfect. To improve
understanding of the language, the study and understanding of the reasons behind
the program's proofreading should be encouraged for student.

Promote self-editing skills: Students should learn to edit their own work and also
practice skills for self-assessment and revision, such as reading aloud, rereading,
and soliciting comments from peers and teachers.

Focus on error patterns: Create language-focused classes and exercises using
these patterns. Addressing these tendencies immediately assists students in
understanding and overcoming their weaknesses.

Balance fluency and accuracy: While writing accuracy is important, students
should be encouraged to prioritize flexibility and expression, also they should be
reminded that writing is about communicating, and the excessive use of
proofreading software can limit their creativity and originality. Students also need
to be encouraged to strike a balance between using proofreading software to

correct errors and writing in their own style.

For Teachers

Promote a balanced approach: Teachers could use proofreading tools like

Grammarly in a balanced way, also focusing on increasing students independent
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writing skills while using such tools, moreover, to help them balance using
proofreading tools with critical thinking and language development.

Teach the writing process holistically: Teachers could teach the writing process
holistically, including brainstorming and arranging ideas. Teachers can help
students overcome writing issues by teaching them how to generate and organize
ideas, and this complete strategy will improve students writing and creativity.
Provide constructive feedback: Stress the necessity of giving students
constructive feedback throughout their writing because teachers should give
individualized feedback on grammar, spelling, and content, also they can help
students self-edit and improve their writing by giving precise feedback and
offering alternatives.

Promoting Self-Reflection and Self-Assessment: Teachers of writing could
promote self-reflection and self-assessment, also encourage students to self-
evaluate and improve their writing, in addition this can help students feel
ownership over their writing and encourage them to actively proofread, even
using tools.

Striking a Balance: Teachers could remember that overusing of Grammarly might
have negative effects, so they should help students realize the limitations of such
technologies and the necessity of language development.

Nurturing Creativity and Originality: Teachers could discuss with students the
potential impact of overusing these tools on their creativity and originality,
emphasizing that proofreading tools should be used as supports rather than
substitutes for independent writing development.

Utilizing Proofreading Tools Effectively: Giving students advice on how to use

proofreading tools, and that advice can include providing writing tasks where
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students can use proofreading tools, allocating time for peer collaboration and
feedback, and addressing the benefits and drawbacks of particular proofreading

software.
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General Conclusion

This extensive study deals with many different parts of writing in EFL. The
first chapter sets context by explaining what EFL writing is and how important it is
when learning a language. It looks at different ways to write in EFL and shows how
hard it is for EFL students to write. It also shows how important it is for teachers to
help students improve their writing skills through supervision, education, and
correction, which helps them grow as writers. The chapter additionally underlines the
important role of teachers in reading and responding to their students' writing.

The second chapter reaches into the issue of proofreading and the application
of Grammarly. It shows how important it is to get rid of mistakes in grammar, writing,
punctuation, and style, which are often fixed by editing software. Also, Grammarly
simple design and ability to work with various editors are commended. Its advanced
features, like checking for language and mistakes in spelling, suggesting styles,
finding plagiarism, and making text easier to read, are helpful for writers, students,
and casual users. The focus is on how important proofreading is for effective written
communication and how Grammarly can speed up the process of editing and give

writers more control over their work.

Finally, the third chapter describes the methods used in this study, which
included interviews and surveys to acquire information from both teachers and
students about Grammarly impact on minimizing EFL writing mistakes. The
questions were designed to test the students' understanding and find out what they
know and learn about both writing and proofreading in general and the Grammarly

proofreading tool in particular. Interviews with teachers gave important information
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about how to use editing tools in EFL writing based on their knowledge of the

language and their extensive educational backgrounds.

This research study not only got teachers' and students' points of view and how
they interacted with the use of these tools, but it also made a joint teaching group
where strategies, problems, and ideas could be shared. In short, the questionnaires
offered information about students' perspectives, while the teacher interviews
provided this study with important knowledge and recommendations. The verified
results of this study show how EFL writers see software for proofreading, with a
focus on the Grammarly effect. Overall, this study helps us learn more about EFL
writing and shows how important editing tools like Grammarly are for improving

writing skills and avoiding mistakes.

Limitations of the study

A number of obstacles affected the study's progress and validity. Due to the
tool's unfamiliarity, there are currently few educational materials and resources
available. As a result, collecting sufficient data and evaluating the method used in the
research became challenging. The questionnaire was also answered by a small number
of students, which weakened the accuracy and validity of the findings. Additionally,
many teachers declined to participate in the study after refusing a written interview.
We could have obtained a greater depth of knowledge after we collected the
information about these ideal individuals. These constraints have an effect on the

study's credibility and usefulness.
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Appendix I

Students’ Questionnaire

Dear students,

You are kindly requested to fill out this questionnaire to tell us what you think about

the role of proofreading software (Grammarly) in reducing EFL mistakes in writing. Your

answers are very important to the reliability of this research we're doing. As a result, we hope

that you will give us your full attention and interest. Please pick the right answer and give full

statements when needed.

Section One: Personal Information

1.Age range

a- 21 +

b-26 +

2. Gender

a- Male

b- Female

3. Was studying English?
a- Personal

b- Imposed

Section Two: Writing Skill

4.According to you, which skill is the most important one?
a-Reading b-Listening
c-Speaking

d-Writing

Thanks in advance



o Y ettt ettt ettt
5.When it comes to writing, do you think it's an interesting module to learn?

a-yes

b-no

o If(yes/mo) tell Us WhY ... ..o,
6.How do you evaluate your level in writing?

a-Low

b-Average

c-High

7. Do you face some difficulties while writing?

a-yes

b-no

. Ifyes, choose from this:

a-Grammar mistakes

b-Spelling mistakes

c-Punctuation mistakes

d-Tense mistakes

o Others? Please SPeCify.......oiuiiiitii i
8.how important do you think the teacher's role is in improving students' writing
performance?

a-Not important

b-Somewhat important

c-Moderately important

d-Very important

e-Extremely important



9.give examples of how teachers can effectively help students improve their writing
SKILIS 2ottt e e et e

Section Three: Proofreading (Grammarly Tool)

10.Is the proofreading stage important in the writing process?
a- yes

b- no

11- Does your teacher motivate you to proofread?

a- yes

b- no

12. Do you proofread your writing?

a-yes

b-no

13. Do you use proofreading tools?

a-yes

b-no

. If yes which one of this proofreaders do you use
a-Grammarly

b-Hemingway

c-Perfectlt

VAN 1 1011 1 1o WS- € 11 11 ) (< R URORSRPPR
14.Do you think that the use of proofreading tool is effective in eliminating your writing
mistakes?

a-yes

b-no

15.Do you see Grammarly tool a helpful tool in reducing your writing mistakes?



a-yes
b-no

o I (ye8/M0) tell US WHY..utiiiiiiiiiiii e e
16.1f you did use the Grammarly tool in proofreading your writing (could you rate your
experience)

a-Very unsatisfied

b-Somewhat unsatisfied

c-Neutral

d-Somewhat satisfied

e-Very satisfied

Thanks for your collaboration



Appendix II
Interview of Teachers

The following is a structured interview on Teachers' and students' perceptions towards
the role of proofreading software (Grammarly) in reducing EFL errors in writing case study of
master 2 at the English Department of Biskra University. Would you be so kind as to answer
the following questions?
Section One: General Information
1.Do you teach written Expression?
a-yes
b-no
2.If yes, how long have you been teaching Written Expression?
Section Two: Writing Skill
3.Do you believe that the role of the teacher is highly important for teaching students written
expression ?
a-yes

b-no

4.What do you think are some of the key benefits that students can gain from developing their
EFL writing skill?

5.how can teachers best support the student in developing their EFL writing skill?



6.What are some of the different teaching methods and strategies that you use in your

teaching practice?

8.What are some of the most common challenges that your students face when it comes to
writing in English?

9.What do you see as the most important responsibilities of a teacher when it comes to
helping students improve their writing skills?

Section Three: Proofreading (Grammarly Tool)

10. Do you encourage your students to do the proofreading?

a-yes

b-no

11. Do you encourage your students to use proofreading tools?

a-yes

b-no

« Could you give a few examples of this tools?

12. Do you use Grammarly tool or you encourage your students to use it? Specially for master
two students?

a-yes

b-no



13-If yes, On a scale of 1 to 5, to what extent do you believe that the use of Grammarly by
students is a helpful tool for improving their writing skills? .................

S | 1 2 USROS PRRPR

14. On a scale of 1 to 5, how much do you feel that the use of Grammarly by students helps
them to better understand and learn from their own writing mistakes?...............

S | 1| 2 PSSRSO

15. On a scale of 1 to 5, how much do you feel that the use of Grammarly by students impacts
the creativity and originality of their writing? ................

S | 1 2 USSR PRRPR

16. On a scale of 1 to 5, to what extent do teachers believe that the use of Grammarly by
students reduces their workload in terms of grading and providing feedback on student writing
assignments? ................

S | 1| 2 U STUO T RPRPRRPRR

17. On a scale of 1 to 5, to what extent do teachers believe that the use of Grammarly by
students improves their performance on written assignments and assessments? ..............

S | 1 2 USROS PR

18. On a scale of 1 to 5, to what extent do teachers believe that the use of Grammarly by
students should be allowed and encouraged as a tool for improving writing skills in the
classroom? ...............

S | 1 2 USROS

Thanks for your collaboration
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