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Abstract

Duringthe1880sand1980s,theUnitedStatesexperiencedmanywhiteracistactivities
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againsttheAfricanAmericanpeoplewithalltheformsofsegregation,suchastheJimCrow

LawsthatwasbasedonviolenceandracismagainsttheBlacks.AfricanAmericansinthis

periodresistedthesegregationthroughtheassociationoforganizations,marches,and

movementsinordertoregaintheirrights.Ideologically,theBlackcommunitywasdivided

intothreemaingroups,eachoneofthemfollowsacertaintrend.Assimilationistsbelieve

thattheAfricanAmericansshouldliveamongtheWhitesandbeintegratedintothem

withoutquestioningtheiridentityorroots.PluralistsbelievethattheBlacksshouldstay

withintheWhitesocietyandfightfortheirrightswithkeepingtheiridentity.Also,the

nationalistswhoadvocatedtheseparationbetweentheBlacksandtheWhites,theybelieved

thattheyshouldfightfortheirfreedom awayfrom theWhiteanduseviolenceif

necessary.Pan-Africanismmovementwastheproductofthelatterideology;itaimstounify

theBlacksaroundtheworldandincreasetheirpride.StokelyCarmichaelwasagreatPan-

Africanistleaderwhoplayedasignificantroleinthespreadofthismovementthoughhis

activism andhisideas,yethehadagreatimpactintheInternationalizationofPan-

Africanisminthepastandhislegacystillexistsnowadays.
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Introduction

TheideaofPan-Africanwaspromoted,firstbyintellectualsandscholarsaimedto

endcolonialism andslavery.Therefore,in1900theygatheredinLondoninorderto

organizeameetingthatwasthefirstPan-Africanconference.Thislattergatheredmany

activistsandleaderstodiscussdifferentissuesconcerningtheAfricanpeopleandtheir

struggle,alsotheymentionedtheself-determinationasamajorsolutionforBlackliberation.

TheconferencepavedthewayforPan-Africanism tospreadaroundtheworldasan

importantideologytobeledbymanyAfricanleaders.Duringthe10thcentury,PanAfrican

wasthemainstreaminAfrica;itplayedasignificantroleintheliberationmovementsinthe

colonizedcountriessuchasKenya,Ghana,andAlgeria.Someleaders,likeGuineasSekou

TouréandKwameNkrumah,thepresidentofGhana,promotedthePan-Africanistculture

andusedittoregaintheliberation.IntheUnitedStates,Pan-Africanism wasstrongly

adoptedbytheAfricanAmericans.IthelpedtounifytheBlackpeopleinordertofight

againsttheWhitesracistactivism.

MalcolmXandMarcusGarveywerefamousleadersofthismovement,inaddition

to,StokelyCarmichaelwhopresentedthe“BlackPower”movement.StokelyCarmichael

wasaninfluentialfigureinthehistoryoftheAfricanAmericanandBlackliberation.Hewas

involvedinpoliticalactivism sincehewasastudent.Hisinvolvementinthecivilrights

movementsintroducedhim tomanyideologies.AsastudentatHowardUniversity,

CarmichaeljoinedtheSNCCin1950untilhebecameachairmanin1960.Althoughthe

movementsucceededinpromotingtheAfricanAmerican’sprideandrights,Stokelywasnot

satisfiedaboutthepoliticsofthemovement.Especiallythatthecornerstoneofthis

movementwasnon-violence,butStokelyCarmichaelwasagainstthestagessinceitwasnot

enoughtomakeachangeduringthefightforliberation.HebelievedthattheAfrican

Americansneededmorethanjustgrassrootsmovementsorboycotts.Theyneededtohave
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therighttochoosetheirdestiniesandtouseself-defensetotaketheirrights.Thislineof

thoughturgedStokelytoestablishthe“BlackPower”movement,itwasconsideredasanew

approachthataimedfortheunityoftheBlackpeoplenotjustintheAmericansocietybut

worldwide.BlackpowerthoughtstartedtospreadsinceCarmichael’striptoAfricain1967.

HewaspresentintheA-APCinCairo,Egyptwhichwasagreatchancetointroducehis

ideasabouttheBlackliberation.

TheideaofPan-Africanwaspromoted;first,byintellectualsandscholarsaimedto

endcolonialismandslavery.Therefore,in1900theygatheredinLondontoorganizea

meeting,thatwasthefirstpan–Africanconference.Thislattergatheredmanyactivistsand

leaderstodiscussdifferentissuesconcerningtheAfricanpeopleandtheirstruggle,alsothey

mentionedtheself-determinationasamajorsolutionforBlackliberationtheconference

pavedthewayforPan-Africantospreadaroundtheworldasanimportantideologytobeby

manyAfricanleaders.Duringthe10thcentury,PanAfricanwasthemainstreaminAfrica,it

playedasignificantroleintheliberationmovementsinthecolonizedcountries,suchas

Kenya,Ghana,andAlgeria.SomeleaderslikeGuineasSekouTouréandKwameNkrumah,

thepresidentofGhana,promotedthePan-Africanistcultureandusetoregaintheliberation

intheUnitedStates.Pan-AfricanismwasstronglyadoptedbytheAfricanAmericans.It

helpedtounifyBlackpeopletofightagainsttheWhitesracistactivism.Malcolm X and

MarcusGarveywerefamousleadersofthismovement,inadditiontoStokelyCarmichael

whopresentedthe“BlackPower”movement.

StokelyCarmichaelwasaninfluentialfigureinthehistoryoftheAfricanAmerican

andBlackliberation.Hewasinvolvedinpoliticalactivism sincehewasastudent.His

involvementinthecivilrightsmovementsintroducedhimtomanyideologies.Asastudent

atHowardUniversity,CarmichaeljoinedtheSNCCin1950untilhebecameachairmanin

1960.Although,themovementwassucceededinpromotingtheAfricanAmerican’spride
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andrights,Stokelywasnotsatisfiedaboutthepoliticsofthemovement.Especially,thatthe

cornerstoneofthismovementwas“non-violence,”butStokelyCarmichaelwasagainstthe

stagessinceitwasnotenoughtomakeachangeduringthefightforliberation.Hebelieved

thattheAfrican-Americansneededmorethanjustgrassrootsmovementsorboycotts.They

neededtohavetherighttochoosetheirdestiniesanduseself-defensetotaketheirrights.

ThislineofthoughturgedStokelytoestablishthe“BlackPower”movement,itwas

consideredasanewapproachthataimedfortheunityoftheBlackpeoplenotjustinthe

Americasocietybutworldwide.Blackpowerthoughtstartedtospread,sinceCarmichael’s

triptoAfricain1967.

HewaspresentintheA-APCinCairo,Egyptwhichwasagreatchancetointroduce

hisideasabouttheBlackliberation.

Themainstrategyinthecivilrightsmovementswasnon-violence,itsactivitieswere

basedonboycotts,sit-ins,andmarchesalsosocialmediaandpeacefulprotests.

Indeed,thestrategyfollowedbytheleadersofthecivilrightsmovementincludingMartin

LutherkingandBayardRustinmadeStokelyCarmichaelfed-up.Itledhim toshifthis

activismintoanotherpoliticalpath,sincethenon-violentactivismwasnotenoughtoface

thesegregation.So,afterhisinvolvementintheSNCC,FreedomRidesandtheLowndes

Countyheassociatedanewmovement“BlackPower”.

StokelyCarmichaelhadagreatimpactonPan-Africanism duetohisunique

thoughtsandrevolutionaryattitudes.Thecryofblackpowerandthedesiretospreadits

notionsgloballyplayedakey-roleintheAfricanAmericanPan-Africanism.Yet,ithelped

himtobuildhislegacyasaniconicPan-Africanistleader.

ThisthesisseekstodiscusstheinfluenceofStokelyCarmichaelontheAfrican

AmericanPan-AfricanismthroughmonitoringhiscontributionstotheAfricanAmerican

community,politicallyandculturally.Also,theinfluenceofhisideasonPan-Africanismand



Chekalb
i

4

beyond.Thisresearchaimstoanswerthesemainquestions.

1- WhatwastheroleofStokely’s“BlackPower”inchangingtheAfricanAmericans

identitypoliticallyandculturally?

2- HowdidtheactivismofCarmichaelinthecivilrightsmovementleadtothe

developmentofPan-Africanism?

3- HowwastherelationshipbetweenCarmichaelandotherPan-Africanistfiguresand

itsimpactonPan-Africanism?

Toanswerthesequestions,thisstudywilladoptthequalitativeresearchmethod,

usingananalysisofdifferentsources.Besidesthevariousarticlesandbooks,thisstudywill

relyontheautobiographyofStokely"ReadyforRevolution"whichheco-wrotewithhis

fellow,EkwuemeThelwell.Also,itwillusehisbiographypublishedbyPenielE.Joseph,

"Stokely:ALife".Furthermore,hisspeecheswillbeusedasadditionalsourcesofinformation.

ChapterOne

TheIdeologicalTrendsinAfricanAmericanActivism
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ThefocusofthischapterwillbeonthethreemaintrendsthatappearedinAfrican

AmericanCommunityasareactiontotheracialsegregationbythewhites.Also,itgivesa

briefdefinitionofeachtrendwithitsaspectsinadditiontothemainleaderswhoadopted

thattrend.

1-Assimilation

Assimilationinanthropologyandsociologyistheprocesswherebypeopleofdifferent

historical-culturalandethnicbackgroundsareabsorbedintothedominantcultureofthe

hostsocietyorcommunity.Theprocessofassimilationinvolvestakingonthetraitsofthe

dominantculturetosuchthedegreethattheassimilationgroupbecomessocially

indistinguishablefromothermembersofthesociety(assimilation).

"AdvocatesofassimilationseektointegrateBlackpeopleintotheAmerican

mainstreampolitically,socially,andculturally"(Hornsby531)withoutquestioningthebasic

normsofthedominantsociety.Inotherwords,AfricanAmericansareexpectedtoaccept

livingunderAmerica'ssystem,whichwasruledbyWhites,toguaranteetheirrightsinthe

politicalfieldsuchasvoting,sociallysuchaseducation,healthcare,housing,andculturally

byadaptingbehaviors,thoughts,andreligion.

FrederickDouglass,theescapedslave,wasawholeheartedadvocateofblackassimilation.

HebelievedthatAfricanAmericanshadtherighttoremainintheUSinsteadofleavingthe

country.Douglassopposedthecreationofindependentsocieties(StanfordENCY2012)

However,thephilosophyofFrederickDouglasssomehowgoesagainstthedesireof

AfricanAmericanstoestablishtheirindependentstateandregaintheirpride.Moreover,he

supportedAfricanAmericanstostayandcohabitwithWhitepeople.ThiscouldcauseBlack

peopletograduallylosetheiridentitybyintegratingwithWhites.Therefore,itisessential

thattheexistenceofBlackpeopleinthehostsocietyisbalanced.Thismeanstheyshould
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livewiththemandfightfortheirrightswithoutgivinguptheiridentityandculture,asthe

mainnotionofthenextexplainedtrend.

2-Pluralism

Pluralism isapoliticalphilosophythatanticipatesthatpeoplewithdifferent

backgrounds,beliefs,andlifestylescancoexistinsocietyandfreelyparticipateinthepolitical

process(Longley).Thatistosay,aminoritygroupcanpeacefullyexistandliveinamajority

society,keepingtheirsocial,political,andreligiousbackgroundsandtakeapartinthe

legislativeprocess,forexampleinvotingyet,pluralismcanbetracedinculture,politics,and

religion,theletterswillbeexplainedpreciselyaccordingtotheU.S.governmentafter

mentioningthemainassumesandbeliefsofthepluralists.

Pluralismasapoliticalphilosophyingovernmentexpectspeopleofdiverseinterests,lifestyles,

andworldviewstoliveinharmonyandbeabletotakepartinthepoliticalprocess.Diverse

conflictinginterestgroupswillbepermittedtosharepower,accordingtopluralists.Pluralism

isregardedasafundamentalcomponentofdemocracyinthisview.Thepurestkindof

pluralismcanbefoundinapuredemocracy,whereeverycitizenhastherighttovoteonall

lawsandevenjudicialrulings.(longely)

Pluralismmakesthesuppositionthatdiversityisgoodforsocietyandthatdifferentfunctional

orculturalgroups—suchasreligiousorganizations,laborunions,professionalassociations,

andethnicminorities—shouldbeallowedtohavetheirautonomywithinacommunity.("The

EditorsofEncyclopaediaBritannica)

Ingeneral,theterm"pluralism"describesasocietalframeworkwherenumeroustinygroups

preservetheirdistinctculturalidentitiesinsidealargerculture.(TatePluralism)

Oneofthecriteriarequiredforapluralisticsocietyisalevelofconsciousnessamongthemassesthat

allowsfortherecognitionandappreciationofdifferences.Toachievesuchadegreeofconsciousness,

hugeeducationalprogramsmayberequired.Currently,racism,sexism,andothersocietal"isms"
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foundedonthenegationofdifferencearealiveandwellintheUnitedStatesofAmerica.(Myers)

IntheAfricanAmericancommunity,pluralismwasoneofthemostdominanttrends,

sinceitguaranteedtherightsofblackpeople,yetitallowedthem tobepresentinthe

politicalscaleofthecountry.DuBoisandMartinLutherKingarefamousfortheirsupport

ofpluralism.Pluralistsoftenrelyonmanybasicsandassumptions,startingfromthebelief

thatitprovidestheabstractvalueknownas“TheCommonGood”throughitsprocessof

debatesandnegotiationleadingtocompromise.Sincethetermwasusedoriginallybythe

ancientGreekphilosopherAristotle,whichmeansallthebenefitsaresharedbyallthe

membersofacommunity.Thecommongoodiscloselyrelatedtotheideaexpressedby

JohnLockeandJeanJacquesRousseau,“thesocialcontract’whichconfirmsthatthe

governmentshouldonlyexisttocarryoutthepopularwill(Longley2019)whatevertheir

originsorbackgrounds.

Moreover,theybelievedthatpluralismwasthebesttheorytoadopttoenjoythe

freedomofspeechthroughthecreationoforganizationsandinterests’groups;forexample,

politicalpartiesandlaborunion,whichofferopportunitiesforpeopletoengageinsociety

withoutbeingdependentonthegovernment,yettheygivearightfortheminoritiesto

protestoroppose(pluralismanditscomplicationsfordemocracy).

Pluralismisfoundinpuredemocracy,whereeachindividualhastherighttopractice

politicsthroughvoting,whichwasregainedbyAfricanAmericansbypassingtheVoting

RightsActin1965.Oneoftheadvocatesofpluralism isWEBDuBois,animportant

Americanthinker,historian,andsocialcritic.DuBoisbalancedtheideathatBlackpeople

wereaseparatepeoplewithadestinydifferentfrom thatofWhiteAmericansandthe

contradictoryideaofmixingBlackandWhitetocreateamorediverseAmericannationality

(Fredrickson107).Hemadeitclearthathisgoalwastowintherighttobebothan
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AmericanandaNegroratherthanchoosingtobeoneofthem(Fredrickson107).

StokelyCarmichaelwitnessedthetraitsofthistrendwhenhemovedtoliveinthe

USAwithinadiverseneighborhood."TheneighborhoodwasheavilyItalianwithastrong

admixtureofIrish"(CarmichaelandThelwell60).Hebelievedthathelivedinapluralist

societybutkepthisidentityandroots."Iwasreallyneverascompletelyintegrated…..Iwas

inthatculturebutreallynotofit"(CarmichaelandThelwell67).

3-Nationalism

Nationalismisthebeliefthattheinterestsandvaluesofaparticularnationareprior

to,andoftensuperiorto,thoseofothers.Etymologically,theoriginsoftheterm canbe

tracedbacktotheLatinword“natio”,or”somethingborn”,whichwasusedbyRomansto

refertoacommunityofforeigners.Itiscommonlybelievedthatinitsmodernsenseof“love

foraparticularnation”,theterm wasfirstusedin1798(Ozkirimli).Nationalism isan

ideologybasedonthepremisethattheindividual’sloyaltyanddevotiontothenation-state

surpassesotherindividualorgroupinterests(Kohn).

Nationalismisamoderntrendthatpeoplehavebeenattachedtotheirnativesoil,to

their Native parent’s traditions and established territorialauthorities throughout

history(Kohn)In1964,MalcolmXcharacterizedBlackNationalismasamoralpoliticaland

economicperspective.Morecrucially,hedefineditasaself-determinationphilosophyin

whichBlackpeoplecontrolledeverypartoftheircommunity,institution,andpolitical

economy(Jeffries).
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ChapterTwo

StokelyCarmichael:TheEvolutionofaPan-Africanist

1-ChildhoodandEducation

StokelyCarmichaelwasoneofthemosticonicfiguresinthehistoryofAmerica.He

enduredahardlifeandstruggledtoregainAfricanAmericans'prideandrights.This

chaptergivesabriefaccountofthisfigureanddiscusseshisphilosophy.

StokelyStandifordChurchillCarmichaelwasbornonJune29,1941,inPortofSpain,the

capitalcityofTrinidad.HewasthemiddlechildamonghissistersUmiltaandLynette.His

father,AdolphusCarmichael,wasacarpenter,andhismother,MayCharles.Thefamily

waslivinginahousethatwascrowdedwithin-laws,andhismotherMaywassuffering

(Joseph153).

StokleyspenthisearlychildhoodinTrinidad'sbighouse,whichwasruledbyhis
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grandmotherCecelia,whowasastrong,strict,anddevoutwoman.Shetookcareoflittle

Stokley,especiallywhenhewassufferingfromAsthma.Yet,shehadaprofoundinfluence

onhispersonality,ashementionedinhisautobiography,"Myearliestandmostenduring

ethicalinstructioncamefromher...Myearlyencounterwiththeethicalandmoralaspects

oflife,ItracesquarelytomypaternalGrandmother"(CarmichaelandThelwell25).

OnJanuary16,1952,Stokely'sgrandmotherdied.AdolphusandMayreturnedto

Trinidadtobepresentatthefuneralofthegrandmother.Stokelyandhissiblingsweretobe

gatheredwiththeirparentsandyoungestAmericansiblingsforthefirsttime(Barnett).

ThedeathofhisgrandmotherwasthebeginningofanewphaseinStokely'slife."Bythe

timeAdolphusdepartedbacktoAmerica,ithadbeendecidedthathischildrenwould

permanentlyrelocatetoNewYorktolivewiththeirparentsforhim.Americaisthebest

placeinwhichtheycouldreceiveabettereducationandhaveabetterlifeawayfromthe

traditions.AslongashehasalreadyhadajobandasuitablehouseinNewYork.Another

reasonfortherelocationishiswife'sdesireforaunitedfamilyandtobesurroundedbyall

herchildren.MovingtoNewYorkwassomehowaharddecisionforlittleStokely;hewas

obligedtoleavehishome,community,andfriend.Yet,hehadagreatcuriosityabouthow

lifewouldbethereinNewYork.StokelybelievedthatAmericawastheirgoodfortune,the

placethatwouldguaranteeabetterlifeineverything:'Ithadopportunitiesbetterschools;

betterhouses...bettereverything'"(CarmichaelandThelwell46).TheysettledonStebbins

AvenueintheSouthBronxinablockthatisamixofItalian,Irish,andJewishfamiliestobe

theonlyAfricanfamilyamongthem.

InSeptember1952,StokelybeganhisAmericaneducationexperience.Hejoinedthe

elementaryschoolP.S.39onLongwoodAvenuetofinishhisfifthgradethere.Asan

immigrantchild,heknewthatschoolinNewYorkwouldbedifferentfromtheTrinidadian

one.Heexpectedthatthestudentswouldbesmarter,stricterteachers,moreintellectually
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demanding,andhardlessons(CarmichaelandThelwell50).

However,Stokelywaswellpreparedfortheneweducationalsystem,motivatedby

thetargetofmakinghisparentsproud.TheclassroomwasashocktolittleCarmichael;

studentstherewere"sonoble,sodisrespectful,sodestructive"(CarmichaelandThelwell51).

So,itwashardfortheteachertocontrolthem.ForStokely,theschoolwasstylishand

ornate,reflectingAmerica'sevolutionandacademicprogress,butwhatwasinsideitbroke

thatperfectlyperfectpicture.Afterhisassociationwiththestudentsthere,herealizedthathe

wasmuchsmarterthanthem,hewasexcellentingeographyandmathematicsalongwith

hiswritingskill,whiletheAmericankids"couldbarelycomposeasentence"(Carmichaeland

Thelwell52).

StokelywasselectedtotakeatestforBronxHighSchoolofSciencetostarthis

classeslaterinthefallof1956.Hisparentshighlygreetedhischoicefortheeliteschool,

especiallyAdolphus,whowishedforhimtohaveamedicaleducation.BronxHighSchool

containsdifferentsocialclasses;somestudentswerethechildrenofwealthyParkAvenue

professionalsandcorporateexecutives,yetthemajoritywasfromthemiddleclass,suchas

theWASP,Jews,Irish,Italians,andAfricanAmericans(CarmichaelandThelwell84).Allof

themwerehighlyeducatedandsmart.Sincetheeliteschoolwasbasedoncompetition,

Stokelywasreadytocompetewiththesmartestones(CarmichaelandThelwell85).Inother

words,hebelievesthathehasgreatknowledgeindifferentfieldsthankstotheample

educationthatwasgivenbytheTrinidadianschool.Forinstance,hisclassmateswere

alreadywell-versedinthebooksofErnestHemingway,William Faulkner,andJohn

Steinbeck,whileCarmichaelwasobsessedwithdetectivemysteryandReader'sDigest

(Peniel22).Also,CapitalbyKarlMarxhadagreatinfluenceinshapinghispersonalityand

hisnameasanationalistleader.AsaBronxhighscholarstudent,Stokelyhadbeen

introducedtoiconicpoliticalfigureswhopavedthepathforhimtopracticeinthepolitical
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stream.OneofthesefiguresisEugeneDennis,whosharesthesamereadingtasteasStokely

HeisanAmericanCommunistPartyleaderandlabororganizer.Also,thegeneralsecretary

ofthecommunistpartyoftheUnitedStatesofAmerica(CPUSA)from1945to1957,sonof

EugeneDennis,SRwhowasatthetimeimprisonedforhisactivitiesasaleaderofthe

communistPartyU.S.A(CarmichaelandThelwell73),DennisbecameStokely’sbestfriend,

theybondedassoccerteammates,andoveraloveofbooksandintellectualdebates(Peniel

25).GeneDennisintroducedStokelytoNewYorkStokely'sleft-wingpoliticalsubculture

(Peniel27)andhedrewhimdeeperintoitscultureandpolitics.Inessence,thefriendship

betweenthetwoallowedStokelytodiscovermoreanddigintothepoliticalsystemsinthe

country.Moreover,Dennis'sphilosophycontributedtofarmingtheMarxistCarmichael

Thus,meetingawhiteiconicactivistwasaturningpointinStokely'spoliticalcareer(joseph

30).

2-TheNon-ViolentActionGroup

AsastudentatHowarduniversity,Carmichael’smostimportantassociationwashisjoining

theNonviolentActionGroup(NAG)inthe1960s.Composedofsomefiftycoremembers,

eightwhiteandhalfofwomen(Peniel39).

SNCCreliedoncampusaffiliateslikeNAGtodevelopfutureyoungorganizersfor

theBlackliberationstruggle.NAGpreparedstudentsforSNCC'sworkintheDeepSouth

andbeyondbyhavingtalksaboutinternationalismandmovingbeyonddirectaction.NAG

wasacommunityorganizationmadeupofstudentsandpeopleofthecommunity.This

organizationalstructurereflectedSNCC'sstrategytooperateintheDeepSouth,with

studentsandyoungpeoplecollaboratingwithlocals.NAGstudentswhowillplaysignificant

leadershiprolesinSNCC.MichaelThelwell,MurielTillinghast,EdBrown,RuthHoward,

JeanWheeler,CourtlandCox,CharlieCobb,StokelyCarmichael,andotherHoward

studentsbegantheirMovementjourneywithNAG.(A2)
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Atthispointinhislife,Carmichaelbelievedinthenonviolentresistanceideology

advocatedbyDr.MartinLutherKing,Jr.Nonviolentresistanceproponentsbelievedthat,in

additiontomoraloppositiontoviolence,thestrategywouldwinpublicsupportforcivil

rightsbydrawingastarkcontrast—capturedonnightlytelevision—betweenthepeacefulness

oftheprotestorsandthebrutalityofthepoliceandhecklersopposingthem.However,

Carmichael,likemanyotheryoungactivists,becamedissatisfiedwiththeslowpaceof

developmentandhavingtoundergorepeatedactsofviolenceandhumiliationatthehands

ofwhitepoliceofficerswithnoredress.

Carmichaelhadlargelylostfaithinthenotionofnonviolentresistancethathe—and

SNCC—hadformerlyhelddearbythetimehewaselectednationalchairpersonofSNCC

inMay1966.Aschairman,hesteeredtheSNCCinaratherradicaldirection,makingit

plainthatwhitemembers,whohadpreviouslybeenactivelyrecruited,werenolonger

welcome.Carmichael'sstintaschairman—andperhapshislife—wasdefinedbyanevent

thatoccurredonlyweeksafterheassumedcontroloftheorganization.InJune1966,civil

rightspioneerJamesMeredith,thefirstBlackstudentattheUniversityofMississippi,setout

onasolo"WalkAgainstFear"fromMemphis,TennesseetoJackson,Mississippi.Meredith

wasshotandseriouslyinjuredabouttwentymilesintoMississippi.

CarmichaeldeterminedthatSNCCvolunteersshouldleadthemarchinhisplace,

andwhentheyarrivedinGreenwood,MississippionJune16,aninfuriatedCarmichael

deliveredthespeechforwhichhewouldbemostremembered."We'vebeensaying'freedom'

forthepastsixyears,"heexplained."Whatwearegoingtostartsayingnowis'Black

Power.'"

3-FreedomRides

TheFreedom Rideswerecreatedin1947,whenCOREandtheFellowshipof

ReconciliationarrangedaninterracialbustravelacrossstatelinestotestaSupremeCourt
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judgmentthatdeclaredinterstatebussegregationillegal.Theride,dubbedtheJourneyof

Reconciliation,challengedbussegregationinthehigherregionsoftheSouthwhileavoiding

themoredangerousDeepSouth.Theabsenceofconfrontation,ontheotherhand,resulted

inlittlemediaattentionandfailedtoachieveCORE'saimsfortherides.Fourteenyears

later,inanewnationalcontextofsit-ins,boycotts,andtheemergenceoftheSouthern

ChristianLeadershipConferenceandtheStudentNonviolentCoordinatingCommittee

(SNCC),theFreedomRideswereabletogarnerenoughnationalattentiontoforcefederal

enforcementandpolicychanges.(FR)

Freedom RidesareMarches,voterregistrationdrives,anddemonstrationswere

organizedbycivilrightsorganizations.(FR2)

groupsofcivilrightsactivistsplannedtodefymunicipalsegregationregulationsby

travelinginterstatebusesinmixedracialgroupingsthroughouttheSouth.(fr3)

329individualsfromthroughoutthecountry,bothblackandwhite,boardedbuses

andtravelledsouthduringthesummerof1961.TheFreedomRidessetouttoputthe

federallegislationprohibitingsegregationinbusandtrainstationsacrosstheSouthtothe

test.(fr4)

At19yearsold,Carmichaelwastheyoungestpersontoparticipateinthe1961

FreedomRides,andheservedfifty-threedaysinMississippi’sParchmanPenitentiary.(fr5)

DuringtheFreedomRides,StokelyCarmichael,a19-year-oldstudentatHoward

UniversityandthechildofWestIndianimmigrantsinNewYorkCityjoinedagroupof

eightotherriders,includingJoanTrumpauer,onatrainjourneyfromNewOrleans,LAto

Jackson,MSonJune4,1961.Uponarrival,theJacksonpolicedirectedthegroupintoa

waitingpaddywagon,anddespitebeingofferedbail,alltheRidersrefusedit.Carmichael

wasthentakentoParchmanStatePrisonFarm,anexperiencethatbecameasignificanttest

andtransformativeperiodforfutureleadersoftheMovement.OtherFreedomRiderswho
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sharedtimewithCarmichaelatParchmanrememberedhissharphumorandpragmatic

politicalapproach.(F6)

4-TheLowndesCounty

Earlyin1966,theresidentsofLowndesCounty,Alabama,createdtheLowndes

CountyFreedom Organization(LCFO),anall-Black,autonomouspoliticalorganization.

TheLCFO,whichwasorganizedwiththehelpofactivistsfromtheStudentNonviolent

CoordinatingCommittee(SNCC),battledagainstthedisenfranchisementofBlackvotersin

thefaceofarealthreatofwhiteviolence.TheLCFOwasapivotalchapterintheearly

historyofBlackPower,providingnotonlytheblueprintforKwameTure'sBlackPower

theory,butalsotheblackpantherimagerythatinspiredHueyP.NewtonandBobbySeale

toformtheBlackPantherPartyforSelfDefenseinOaklandjustafewmonthslater.



Chekalb
i

16

ChapterThree

TheContributionofStokelyCarmichaeltoPan-Africanism

1-TheInfluenceofBlackPower

Thecivilrightsmovementhadbeengaininggroundformorethantenyearsby

1966whentensofthousandsofAfricanAmericansadoptedthenonviolenttacticof

protestingagainstracialsegregationanddemandingequallegalprotections.Butfora

growingnumberofAfricanAmericans,especiallyyoungBlackmen,andwomen,that

approachfellshort.

Theyarguedthatdespitedecadesofsystemicracismanddiscrimination,protesting

segregationdidnotdoenoughtosolvethepovertyandthehelplessnessthatsomanyBlack

Americanshadbeenforcedto(howtheBPmoved).BlackPowerbeganasrevolutionary

movementinthe1960sand1970s.Itemphasizedracialpride,economicempowerment,

andthecreationofpoliticalandculturalinstitutions.Duringthisera,therewasariseinthe

demandforBlackhistorycourses,agreaterembraceofAfricanculture,andaspreadofraw

artisticexpressiondisplayingtherealitiesofAfricanAmericans(blackpower).
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PoliticiansfrequentlyuseDr.MartinLutherKingJr.'sfamousremarkthatjusticeis

atthelongarcofthemoralcosmos,whichhesaid.Butradicalsandactivistshave

historicallytriedtomakethearcbendmorequickly,whichhashastenedsocialjustice

movements.ThatwasthecasewiththeBlackPowermovement,a1960s-eraoffshootofthe

civilrightsmovementthatadvocatedrejectingsluggishintegrationeffortsandsupporting

self-determination.ThemovementdemandedthatBlackAmericansestablishtheir

institutionsofculture,beproudoftheirancestryand(teenvogue).

Thedefinitionof"Blackpower"isstilldebated.StokelyCarmichaelpopularizedthe

phraseduringtheMeredithmarchinGreenwood,Mississippi,ascivilrightsleadersleda

three-week-longrallytotheMagnoliaState'scapitolinJune1966.Followingthe

assassinationofprotesterJamesMeredithontheseconddayofhisone-manprotest

"marchingagainstfear(Peniel.80).StokelybelievedthatnonviolenceasastrategyforBlack

liberationwasprovenineffectiveinthefaceofsuchoverwhelmingviolenceandbrutality.

TheUnitedStateswasfoundedontheexterminationofIndigenouspeoplesandthe

backsofAfricanslavescarriedtothe'NewWorld';violencewasattheheartofthestate.Itis

thedominantlogicofthesettlernationofWhitesupremacistcapitalists(Ashley.Advocatesof

BlackpowerandBlacknationalismopposedtheintegrationistthoughtsofthecivilrights

movementandcreatedanewpathforAfricanrootsandidentities(Fredrickson278).In

otherwords,BlackpowerdoesnotseektointegrateBlacksintoWhitesociety,yetitsupports

themtokeeptheiridentityandculturealsoshowitandbeproudofit.So,thismovement

promotestheculturalsideofPan-Africanism.Theoriginalprinciplesofblackpowerwere

self-defenseagainstracistviolenceandanunwillingnesstocontinuepetitioningwhitesfor

equality.fromnowonBlackswouldconfrontpowerwithpowerratherthanofferlovein

returnforhate(Fredrickson293)Indeed,themaingoalofthismovementwasneither

promotingviolencenortheexclusionofwhites,ratheritwasgivingself-determinationfor
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blackpeople(Fredrickson294)Blackpowermadeagreatchangeintheattitudeofblack

Americans,especiallyinracialprideandself-esteem(Fredrickson297).Eveninthecultural

side,themovementhasanimpactintheBlacks'behaviors,music,andclothes,etc…

StokelyCarmichael'scryofBlackPowerhasasignificantimpactontheculturalPan-

Africanism which glorified theAfrican traditions(Fredrickson 279).TheBlackArts

MovementcanbeviewedasBlacks'culturalstruggleforindependenceinAmerica,similar

tohowearliermovementsworkedtoendAmericansegregation(Hornsby485).Themilitant

consciousnessdisplayedbyblacksinthelate1960sandearly1970swasaprofound

psychologicaltransformationintheirconductthathadneverbeenseeninAmerica

before.The"BlackPower"yellthatcouldbeheardrepresentedthisnewconsciousness.Itwas

heardinJamesBrown'siconicsong"SayItLoud,I'mBlack"acrossthecountry.AndI'm

Proud";anditwasmanifestedintheraisedfist,adefiantgesture.Youngblacksmade

frequentuseofit.ThenewconsciousnesswasalsovisibleintheAfrohairstyles,African

dashikis,anddenimattireareallfashionable.Blackswerereferredtoastheycalledeach

otherbrothersandsistersandexchangedintricatehandshakes.Theyusedderogatoryterms

like"honky"and"whitey"todescribewhite(Hornsby518).

2-TheInternationalizationofPan-Africanism

StokelyCarmichael’sinternationaltravelspresentedtheculminationofhispersonal

desireandpoliticalneedtoforgerelationshipwithglobalrevolutionaries,hisfive-month

worldtourin1967helpedmakeBlackpoweraglobalexportwhileturninghimintoan

internationalicon.(Peniel,141)

a-London

Atthedialecticscongress,CarmichaelidentifiedAmericanimperialismasthemain

threattohumanrights,socialjustice,andracialequality.(Peniel143).IfCuba,Vietnam,and

Europeofferedintoxicatingpoliticaladventures,Africaprovidedthemostenduringly
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profound experience,one thatwould lead him to embrace revolutionary Pan-

Africanism.(Peniel141)

Carmichaelleftthe US as a radicalpoliticalactivist,butreturned a

revolutionary.(Peniel141)Foroveraweek,CarmichaelroamedpartsofNorthLondonin

sunglassesandadashikiregalingCaribbeanmilitantswithstoriesaboutblackhistory,the

powerofself-determination,andthestrengthderivedfromracialconsciousness,wof1967,

StokelyCarmichael,theleaderofSNCCandoneofthemostprominentleadersinthe

AmericanBlackPowerMovement,descendeduponLondonaspartofaninternationaltour.

AspeechhemadeattheDialectsofLiberationCongressduringhistimeinLondonis

widelyregardedasapivotalmomentinthebirthoftheBritishBlackPowermovement,

howeveritsroleasacatalysthasbeenlargelyexaggeratedandignoresthepreceding

developmentsinBlackBritishhistory(Manchester).

ThecongresswascomposedofnotableattendeessuchasHerbertMarcuseandR.D.

Laing;however,StokelyCarmichaelwasbyfarthemostcontroversialspeaker.The

conferencewasemblematicofthecountercultureofthe1960s.AngelaDavis,whoattended

theconference,notesinherautobiographythat“thefloorwascoveredwithsawdust,”that

theair“reekedheavilyofmarijuana”,andthattherewererumorsonespeaker“washighon

acid.”(Angela).

3-TheInternationalizationofPan-Africanism

StokelyCarmichaelplayedakeyroleintheinternationalizationofPan-Africanism

throughhisrevolutionaryideasandactivism.Hetraveledtomanycountriestospreadhis

ideasof“blackpower”andtothepanAfricanistnotions,yethewasintroducedtothepan

AfricanistsleaderswhichhelpedinbuildingtheconnectionsbetweentheAfricanpeopleto

exchangethestrategiesandtacticstofaceracism.
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GeneralConclusion

StokelyCarmichaelwasadistinguishedpersonwhochangethepoliticalpathofthe

AfricanAmericannationglobally,heplayedakeyroleinpromotingtheblacks'prideand

identitythroughhisactivismandthoughts.thisthesisinvestigatedtheprofoundinfluenceof

StokelyCarmichaelonAfricanAmericanPan-Africanism,usingadeepanalysisofhislife,

thoughts,andactivism.CarmichaelplayedapivotalroleinshapingtheideologyofPan-

AfricanismwithintheAfricanAmericancommunity.Heisknownforhisstrongadvocacy

forBlackpowerasthecreatorofthismovement,hisactivism withinthecivilrights

movement,andhiscommitmenttovaluesofsolidarityandself-determinationmadehiman

iconicfigureinthehistoryoftheAfricanAmericanstruggleforequalityandfreedom.

TheCryofBlackPowerwasoneofthebestStokelycontributionstoAfrican

AmericanPan-Africanism.Themovementwasaresponsetothenonviolentstrategyofthe

civilrightsmovement.ItpromotedBlackself-determinationandself-defense.

Carmichaelrefusedtheintegrationalideologyofthecivilrightsmovement,he

confirmedthatfreedomisnotenoughfortheAfrican,theyneedtoexpresstheiridentityand

cultureintheirsociety.Yet,hecalledfortheirpoliticalpowersincetheycanestablish

institutionsandcreatepartiestoexpresstheirpoliticalideasandprotecttheircultural

heritage.Furthermore,Carmichael'scivilrightsmovementleadership,particularlyas

chairmanoftheStudentNonviolentCoordinatingCommittee(SNCC)helpedinthespread
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ofthepanAfricanistculture.HestrengthenedtheconnectionbetweenalltheAfrican

AmericansandunifiedthemundertheideasofPan-Africanism.

StokelyCarmichaeldidnotjustraisetheawarenessoftheAfricanAmericans,buthe

discussedmanyotherpoliticalissuesthattheblackssufferedfrom,includingcolonialismand

imperialism.

AfricanAmericanPan-Africanism becameinternationalduetotheactivism of

CarmichaeloutsideAmericaandhisbeliefthattheliberationmovementsaroundtheworld

mustbeconnected.

CarmichaelactivelycommittedwithPan-Africanorganizationsandleaders,suchas

KwameNkrumahofGhanatopromotesolidarityandexchangeideas.

Allthespeeches,protests,andjourneysofStokelyCarmichaeltackledtheAfrican

Americanstruggleandwereagreatcontributiontosolvetheblacks'issues.Furthermore,the

conceptofBlackpowercontinuestoresonatewithinmovementsforracialjustice,bothin

theUnitedStatesandinternationally.Hespreadtheprinciplesoftheblackpower

movementsindifferentcountriesaroundtheworldsuchasBritain,Cuba,andAlgeria.

Carmichael’scallsforself-determination,communityempowerment,andunityacrossracial

andnationalboundariesremainrelevantandinspirationalintheongoingstruggleagainst

systemicoppression.

Inconclusion,wecansaythatStokelyCarmichaelhadahugeimpactonAfrican

AmericanPan-Africanism.HisideasaboutBlackpowerandhisleadershipinthecivilrights

movementwereveryinfluential.Healsohadaglobalperspective,andthisshapedhow

AfricanAmericansfoughtfortheirrights.Eventoday,hisideasandactionsinspirepeople

whowanttomakeadifferenceandremindthemhowimportantitistoworktogetheracross

AfricanandAfricanAmericancommunitiestofightracismandcreateamorejustfuture.It

isimportanttolookathislegacywithacriticaleye,recognizingboththestrengthsand
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weaknessesofhisideas,sothatwe

canmoveforwardinawaythathonorshisvisionandatthesametimeadaptingtothe

changingneedsofAfricanAmericans.
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