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summary

In light of the various tensions that characterized the fourth century AH, our study aims to clarify
the areas of agreement and disagreement between the critics Qudama bin Jaafar and Abu Hilal Al-
Askari in theorizing prose in their books (Criticism of Prose) and (The Secret of the Two Crafts in Writing
Poetry and Prose), and these two translated The authors: The extent to which the foreign cultures of
the Abbasid era penetrated critical studies, which relied on reason, logic, and philosophy, far from taste,
thought, and feeling. This resulted in critical, philosophical, verbal, and applied trends that sought to
develop organized and codified scientific theories for critical judgments on creative work. After
reviewing all of their critical opinions on the arts of Arabic prose, and balancing them, we did not notice
a major difference between them except in Al-Askari’s superiority in theorizing compared to Qudamah
bin Jaafar. We concluded that the two critics put poetry and prose in the same position, and established
the foundations of their theory of prose based on critical issues. He was famous at the time in criticizing
poetry (pronunciation and meaning, style and craftsmanship, thefts (...), and they enriched the Arabic
critical lesson with new terms that had never been done before and sought to control them. It was also
clear that both of them were strongly influenced by Arab and Greek culture, and They agreed on a
purely rational approach It contradicts the spirit of taste that characterized Arab criticism in its
beginnings



