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Absract :

This study , entitled "*Semiology of Architrctural Style and Manifestations of
National Cultural Identity **, investigates the meanings and significance of
symbols used in the design of buildings and architectural structures.It explains
how these signs and symbols convey specific meaning and allows us to
understand how cultural identity is manifested and embodied through
architectural design.

The study is based on ** Roland Barthes approach ** to semiological analysis ,
employing both denotative and connotative reading as an analytical
tool.Apurposive sample of architectural elements from the ** Transatlantique
Hotel ' in the Biskra province was analyzed , chosen after scientific
observation of various architectural construction in and outside the region.

The study reached a set of results represented in the most important dimensions
studied :

1 — The religious dimension : It is embodied in the most important symbols
of islamic architecture and are linked to the islamic religion through the monthly
calendar and the dating of religious holidays and rituals , which reflects
spirituality and faith. The arch emulates bowing and humility to God Almighty,
the use of geometric and plant decorations , and the avoidance of direct pictorial
representation of objects . The snake is in compliance with Islamic teachings
that encourage avoiding three-dimensional images , as these patterns reflect a
glorification of the beauty of divine creation, and are used in mosques and
religious buildings as a means of expressing faith .

2 — The social dimension : We have seen it in the way areas are distributed
and it is evident in the embodiment of the principle of “ inner quality “ and the
principle of decency and sanctity , and the gradation from the public ( street ) to
the private ( inside the hotel ) , the design of the facades and small and
individual balconies to respect the privacy of the room user , as well . The
decorations that establish the nobility and ingenuity of Islamic art and its
connection with different civilizations , which reflects the value of beauty and
harmony in Islamic culture , precision , repetition and overlapping , which



indicate unity and balance , which are important social and cultural values in
Islamic societies .

3 — The Cultural dimension : What most distinguishes the cultural
dimension of the national cultural identity is the cultural diversity that our
country in general and the Ziban region in particular abounds with the
succession of various civilization . This is embodied in the diversity of dialects
( Arabic , Amazigh ...), customs and traditions , some The rituals of occasions ,
holidays , ect , and the latter increased the nobility and prestige of the place and
enriched the history of the region , and this is what we discovered from the
diversity of furniture between modern and traditional in Berber style , and the
diversity of decorations between Andalusian and Arabesque decoration .

4 — The Environmental dimension : Taking into account the desert
environment of the region ( the Ziban region in general and Biskra in particular )
, had a major role in the design method , both in terms of the characteristic of
being closed inward and exploiting the square or the inner garden to soften the
atmosphere and reduce the winds that the region is known for on the one hand
and to give an aesthetic appeal . Foe the place , the use of local materials such as
palm trunks and stones as an insulator for external heat and sounds in the
thickness of the walls of the internal rooms ,which also reflects the embodiment
of the principle of privacy and a greater consolidation of the antiquity and
sustainability of the place .

Keywords: 1-Semiology , 2-Architectural Style , 3-Cultural ldentity ,4-National
Cultural Identity , 5-Manifestations.
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