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Abstract

The nawazil (legal responsa) are considered among the most
important historical sources, providing us with primary material and
valuable insights—particularly concerning the medieval period. They
address hidden aspects and intricate issues that are often absent from
traditional historical accounts. A notable example is the book Al-Mi‘yar
by Al-Wansharisi Abu al-Abbas, which stands out as a significant and
valuable historical source. It offers a comprehensive presentation of
societal matters in general, and family-related issues in particular.

The nawazil remain in urgent need of more in-depth and
comprehensive studies—something | came to realize while conducting
this research. For instance, according to my findings, there is a scarcity
of nawazil related to engagement (khutbah), and a predominance of

those concerning marriage and divorce.

93



