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Je viens d’avoir un entretien avec Léon Roche, qui
repart aujourd’hui pour rejoindre I'Emir. Il m’a dit
qu’Abd el-Kader voulait la paix, mais que, si M. le maré-
chal persistait & vouloir faire la route d’Alger 4 Constan-
line, on aurait, sans aucun doute, la guerre ; qu’il avait
lui-méme écrit & ce sujet au Roi de France, au ministre
de la guerre, 4 la Chambre des députés, mais qu'on
n’avait pas encore recu de réponse. Léon Roche m’a pro-
testé de son désir de servir sa patric par tous les moyens
possibles et je I'ai fortement engagé a se servir de son
ascendant sur 'esprit de I’Emir, pour lui faire compren-
dre ses véritables intéréls et mettre un terme aux exces,

: JA.«AAS\

Georges yver, Correspondance du Capitaine Daumas, Consul a Mascara (1837-
1839), Typographie adolphe jourdan, Alger, 1912, p479.
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Abstract:

The French administration realized from the onset of colonization that the
Algerians were deeply rooted in their Islamic faith. Therefore, during the 19™
century, it sought to employ carefully crafted Islamic religious edicts (fatwas) to
serve its colonial interests in Algeria. By leveraging the support of local loyalists
and some religious scholars, they aimed to gain religious legitimacy for these
edicts. This manipulation is evident in the Léon Roches fatwa issued during the
era of General Bugeaud in 1841. Roches was chosen for his proficiency in the
Arab language and Islamic culture, as well as his extensive knowledge of the
Algerian context. This fatwa received approval from scholars in kairouan, Al-
Azhar, and Mecca and was aimed at abolishing the obligation of jihad against
French occupation. In a similar vein, the Gourara fatwa was issued during the
time of General Jules Cambon in 1893. Cambon sent a pilgrim from the Gourara
region to Mecca to liaise with scholars from the Sunni schools of thought: Hanafi,
Maliki, and Shafi'i, with the aim of issuing a fatwa that prohibited the migration
of Algerians to the East and discouraged their resistance. This was part of a
broader French policy aimed at consolidating colonial expansion in southern
Algeria.

Keywords: French colonial administration, Islamic fatwa, Léon Roches,
Gourara.
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