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Study Abstract:

This study seeks to analyze media content that addresses issues of religion and identity
within a model of Arabic-language opinion television. It adopts a qualitative approach based
on content analysis methodology, drawing upon concepts from media sociology and discourse
analysis. The research focuses on deconstructing the semantic and symbolic structures that
shape directed media discourse, and on identifying the representations produced regarding
religious and identity-related issues. This allows for an exploration of how meaning is
constructed, debate is framed, and positions are conveyed within content that appears, on the

surface, to be pluralistic and open.

The study is based on a sample of six episodes from the program “Forbidden Galaxy”
(Fi al-Falak al-Mamnou’), broadcast on France 24 Arabic. The program serves as a model of
television content that tackles “taboo” subjects and presents sensitive religious and cultural
topics within an analytical framework. A qualitative content analysis form was used,
encompassing categories related to both the structure and substance of discourse, including
the nature of the topic, angles of approach, types of participants, the language employed, and

the embedded representations.

The aim of the study is to understand the ways in which religious and identity-related
symbols are reconstructed in media discourse, and to analyze the implicit ideological
dimensions therein. Rather than making normative judgments, the study adopts a descriptive-
deconstructive perspective that considers the complexity of the media and symbolic system

within which this discourse is produced.

Keywords: Simulacra, Ideology, Symbolic Discourse, Media Hegemony.
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