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Abstract:

Political satire in the program "Joe Show" transcends mere entertainment to perform a profound
symbolic and cultural role. It is strategically employed as an analytical mechanism to deconstruct
authoritarian discourse and expose structural contradictions in Arab political and media practices. The
satirical narrative is not presented as simple mockery, but as an effective tool for reframing reality and
interrogating official rhetoric from within—through symbolic manipulation, the recycling of slogans,
and a clever interplay with the audience’s collective memory. The study, based on a comprehensive
content analysis of episodes 33 to 44 from the show's ninth season using both quantitative and
qualitative methods, reveals an intensive use of performative techniques, parody, and visual montage in
crafting a dual-layered discourse that balances seriousness with irony, engaging both the viewer’s

intellect and emotions.

Moreover, the show features a hybrid linguistic structure that blends classical Arabic with
colloquial dialects, and irony with implicit messaging, aiming to construct a popular discourse
accessible to a wide audience while reasserting the citizen’s role as a conscious agent against media
distortion and symbolic domination. Findings show that Joe Show functions not merely as alternative
media, but as a symbolic space for cultural resistance—where satire becomes a critical force that
reshapes collective awareness and equips the audience with tools to reinterpret reality. In this sense,
satire emerges as a cognitive act, a rhetorical strategy, and a platform for indirect political expression

capable of penetrating power structures and redistributing symbolic capital in the public sphere.
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