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Abstract: This study, titled “Outcomes of Applying Scientific Theory in Academic
Research — A Survey of Faculty Members in Media and Communication Sciences
and Sociology at Mohamed Khider University of Biskra”, addresses the central
research question: How can academic research be evaluated in light of the outcomes
of scientific theories applied in students' theses? The study is situated within the
domain of descriptive research, aimed at providing a detailed and precise
understanding of the phenomenon by gathering faculty members' perspectives on
how students employ scientific theories in their academic research. The study relied
on a structured questionnaire distributed to a sample of faculty members from the
Departments of Media and Communication Sciences and Sociology at Mohamed
Khider University of Biskra.

The results highlighted several key findings:
Weak awareness and deep understanding of scientific theories among students:
The majority of students engage with theories in a superficial and formalistic
manner, encountering difficulties in grasping their precise meanings and struggling
to connect various bodies of knowledge. This leads to a lack of theoretical maturity
and the inability to use theory as a comprehensive analytical tool.
A clear gap between theoretical knowledge and practical application: The
findings revealed that students lack essential skills for applying theory in their
research, such as extracting measurable variables and situating theory within the
research framework, reflecting limited practical training and poor engagement with
scholarly literature.
Dominance of the positivist school and limited curricular updates: The study



found that current curricula heavily rely on positivist approaches, with a notable lack
of regular integration of contemporary theories into the academic programs. This
impedes the development of students’ capacity to link theoretical knowledge with
practical research endeavors.

Keywords: Epistemology, Schools of Thought, Paradigm, Theory
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