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Thesis Abstract

This thesis explores various aspects of life and lived reality,
with a particular focus on the social conditions in the Arab world—
especially in Tunisia. The research centers on the analysis of a
socially grounded novel by the Tunisian writer Mohamed Laroussi
El-Metoui. One of the primary motivations behind selecting this
topic is the novel’s rich thematic layers, which intertwine human

and social issues drawn from real-life experiences.

Characters play a fundamental role, serving as the driving
force in any artistic work, whether it be a novel, short story, or
other form of literary expression. The success of the novel under
study sparked a profound interest in investigating its underlying

messages, themes, and the social realities it portrays.
Accordingly, thisstudyisentitled :

“The Sociological Dimension of Character in the Novel 7he
Bitter Mulberries by the Tunisian Novelist Mohamed Laroussi
El-Metoui.”

To conduct this study, a structured approach was adopted,

consisting of the following elements:

« An Introduction, providing a general overview of the
research  topic.ThenPreliminaryChapterentitledConceptual

and Terminological Framework, which presents definitions
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and clarifications of key concepts such as sociology in the

novel, the Tunisian novel, and fictional characters.

The thesis is then divided into two main chapters:

« Chapter One, entitled Manifestations of Social Issues

in the Novel —-An Applied Study—, examines the principal

social themes addressed in the novel.

chapterisdividedintothree key sections:

This

1.Class Struggle in the Novel, which highlights the

disparity between two social classes in Tunisian society:

the bourgeois class, which holds power, and the

working class, which lacks agency and suffers from

homelessness, deprivation, and poverty.

2.The Tunisian Family under French Colonialism,

which explores the socio—economic conditions of

Tunisian society during the colonial period, including the

poverty, displacement, and search for security

experienced by various families.

3. Social Symbols in« The Bitter Mulberries », which

analyzes the presence of popular proverbs

and

traditional foods as markers of national identity and as

means of asserting and safeguarding that identity from

erasure.

« Chapter Two, entitted The Sociology of Fictional

Characters, is also divided into three main components:
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1. Types of Characters in the Novel, distinguishing
between primary and secondary characters.
2. Character Traits.

3. The Sociological Dimension of Characters.

The study concludes with a General Conclusion, summarizing
the key findings. Among the most significant is the role the novel
The Bitter Mulberries plays in depicting social transformation
through the evolution of its characters and the influence of socio-
political conditions on their decisions and life paths. The novel also
embodies core values and principles by engaging with sensitive
social issues and illuminating the human dimensions of its

characters.
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