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Summary of the Novel "Crocodiles of Jnan

Baylek":

In the novel "Crocodiles of Jnan Baylek" by the Algerian author

Abdelkader Said, the July 5th, 1962 Park—popularly known as
Jnan Baylek—is transformed into a throbbing heart of pain and
rebellion, and a true stage for an existential struggle between the
colonizer and the colonized, between the crocodiles lurking in
the shadows and the sons of the land who decided to break the
silence. Originally established by French colonialism in 1930 as
a recreational garden for their heavy boots, the park is
reimagined in the novel as a space of confrontation rather than
relaxation—where blood is spilled on its soil and dreams are
assassinated under the shadows of its trees. It is no longer just a
lush green space, but a symbol of the Algerian paradox: a land
blooming with fragrance yet suffocating in the scent of
gunpowder.
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The novel begins in this very garden, and there—beneath a
silent palm tree—the narrator discovers the first spark of the
revolution. Jnan Baylek is not just a backdrop, but both a
witness and a martyr. It is where the first arrests were made, the
first conspiracies plotted, and where comrades were executed in
the dark without trial—accused merely of suspicion of betrayal
or for fear of secrets being exposed. On its old benches,
revolutionaries plotted, traitors whispered, and doubt crept like a
slow poison through the veins of the revolution. From between
its branches, gunfire pierced the silence, reminding the people of
Biskra that colonialism does not sleep, and that even beauty can
become a crocodile trap.

The crocodiles of Jnan Baylek are not aquatic creatures, but
rather soldiers, Frenchmen, and collaborators lying in wait for
every resistance fighter, feeding on silence and fear. The park
witnessed torture sessions behind its fences, bodies being
hurriedly removed, and blood flowing silently.

This novel belongs to the genre of resistance literature. It tells
the story of the main character’s transformation—from a
marginalized young man suffering from alienation and
emptiness to a conscious revolutionary fighter. The garden
becomes the transition space that takes him from the innocence
of childhood and the neutrality of the observer to a space of
action and history. Jnan Baylek marks the moment of first
fracture—or first awareness—when the protagonist sees the
world for what it truly is.

While the garden is, in reality, a symbol of natural and
architectural heritage, the novel reinterprets it as a symbol of
Algerian contradiction: the beauty of nature versus the ugliness
of occupation, peace versus violence, dreams versus reality.

On another level, the novel deconstructs the image of the
revolution, showing that it was not pure or ideal, but fraught
with internal conflicts—betrayal, Internal torture,
disappointment, and defeat. Yet despite all this, the garden—
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Jnan Baylek—remained, a material and spiritual witness to an
era of rebellion and transformation. Its crocodiles remained
symbols of all the oppressive forces that sought to devour the
Algerian dream.

1) Theme:
The novel Jnan Baylek deals with themes of colonialism,
resistance, and struggle. It tells the story of the main character's
journey from a marginalized youth who feels alienated to an
armed, politically aware revolutionary.

2) Settings:
The locations in the novel vary between open spaces like the
oasis, mountains, and the Jnan Baylek neighborhood, and closed
spaces such as the home, prison, and hospital.

3) Time:
The narrative shifts between flashbacks that recall memories,
foreshadowing to create tension and reveal the characters' fate,
and pauses that allow for reflection on tragedies.

4) Characters:
The novel features a range of characters—main, secondary, and
marginal:

4.1) The narrator: The central character who undergoes a
radical transformation from marginalization to revolutionary
action.

Ahmed Zaid: A popular hero symbolizing courage and defiance.
Aunt Hadda: A blind woman with political awareness,

representing the memory of resistance.
Sheikh Bashir: A wise figure who provides a moral dimension
to the struggle.

Said: A prisoner suffering under torture, symbolizing Algerian
resilience.
French soldiers: Brutal and inhumane instruments of repression.

5) Plot and Conflict:
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« External conflict: Between the Algerian popular resistance
and the French colonial power, which resorts to oppression
and torture.

« Internal conflict: Betrayal and mistrust within the ranks of
the resistance, illustrating the complexity of the revolution
and its internal crises.
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