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Abstract:

This study aims to approach political discourse from a pragmatic perspective by
analyzing the criteria of intentionality and acceptability in selected speeches of Presidents
Houari Boumédiéne and Abdelaziz Bouteflika. The study is based on a central question:
How are intentionality and acceptability manifested in the political speeches of the two

presidents?

To address this question, the descriptive method combined with analytical tools was
employed, allowing for the identification and examination of the textual and pragmatic
features of the analyzed speeches within pragmatic linguistic frameworks. The research
rests on key hypotheses: that the political discourse of both presidents exhibits a high
degree of intentionality, with varying levels of acceptability depending on the temporal and
political context, and that the structure of the discourse plays a crucial role in the success

of intentionality and in achieving audience acceptance.

The theoretical framework clarifies the concepts of intentionality and acceptability from
a pragmatic linguistic standpoint, alongside a presentation of the main characteristics of
political discourse and its mechanisms of influence and persuasion. The practical section
consists of analyzing speeches by Boumédiéne and Bouteflika in order to reveal the
linguistic and argumentative strategies used to convey communicative intent and ensure

audience engagement.

The analysis yielded several findings, most notably that intentionality is the central core
of political discourse, expressed through deliberate speech acts aimed at influencing and
persuading the audience. Acceptability, on the other hand, serves as a criterion for

audience interaction and response, making it an essential condition for successful




communication. The study also showed that Boumédiéne’s discourse was characterized by
clarity and popular mobilization, while Bouteflika’s speeches leaned toward symbolic
expression and cautious language, reflecting the differing political contexts. The study
further confirmed the complementarity of intentionality and acceptability as fundamental

elements for the effectiveness of political discourse, supported by rhetorical and pragmatic

techniques such as repetition, metaphor, gradual argumentation, and the invocation of

national references.
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