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Summary:

Customary marriage is a form of marriage that fulfills all the
religious and legal requirements but lacks official documentation, which
makes it legally weak despite its validity. This type of marriage has sparked
much legal and social debate in Algeria. To address this, the Algerian
legislator introduced Article 9 bis in the Family Code, which outlines
procedures for judicial recognition of such marriages. These include
acknowledgment, witness testimony, or a judicial oath. The law also
distinguishes between cases where the marriage is disputed and those where
it is not. Once recognized, customary marriage produces important legal
effects such as establishing paternity, the right to alimony, and inheritance
rights. Therefore, official documentation is essential to protect and preserve
the rights involved.




