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Abstract

God's wisdom and justice have decreed that the fetus be surrounded by legal and
moral protection that preserves its right to life and prohibits abortion without a
valid religious justification.
Islamic law considers abortion after 120 days of pregnancy the point at which the
soul is believed to be breathed into the fetus as the unlawful killing of an innocent
soul, which warrants punishment. Before this period, there is a difference of
opinion among Islamic scholars: some permit abortion under certain conditions,
while others prohibit it entirely. However, the predominant opinion is that abortion
is forbidden except in cases where the mother's life is at risk. In Algerian
legislation, the approach aligns with Islamic law by criminalizing intentional
abortion, as stipulated in Articles 304 and 313 of the Algerian Penal Code. These
provisions impose strict penalties, ranging from misdemeanors to felonies.
However, an exception is made in cases where the pregnancy endangers the
mother's life, subject to specific legal conditions outlined in Article 77 of the
Algerian Health Law and Article 308 of the Penal Code.
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