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Thus, in just two years, Africa was subjected to a series of coups that

threatened to return it to the 1980s and replace civilian rule with military juntas.

With every country added to the list, the voices claiming that democracy is
not working in Africa increase, as — as we have noticed — the overthrow of
some civilian presidents was followed by celebrations in the streets, where

citizens chanted in praise of the fall of the elected leaders.

Some may argue that democracy is not the best form of government on
the continent, but it does mean that the democratic gains made since the

1990s are a relic.

While it is tempting to interpret the wave of coups as evidence that
democracy in Africa is dying, that would be a grave mistake, because despite
these setbacks, democracy remains the only way forward and to achieve

stability.
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Usually, the transition to democracy after coups depends either on a
division within the armies themselves or on the intervention of external forces

that may affect the election results.

These interventions, which revolve around attracting coup leaders or

imposing sanctions, usually lead to consequences that harm citizens.
Implications for Economic Development:

There are natural repercussions of the ongoing coups and political
instability in Africa. Although the west and center of the continent have
enormous potential for economic growth as a result of the availability of natural
resources, as well as an important strategic location, the region also faces

major challenges, such as poverty, inequality, corruption, and lack of security.

In the opinion of Nigerian economic analyst Paul Goodwin, political
uncertainty after the recent coups has negative effects on the economy in

various ways.

First, it can inhibit foreign and domestic investment. Investors may view
the region as risky, and this may reduce the flow of capital, technology, and

expertise necessary for economic development.

Second, coups can disrupt trade, with the potential for political violence,
civil unrest, and border closures, hindering the movement of goods and people,
destroying infrastructure, and affecting the competitiveness and productivity of
businesses, as well as the availability and affordability of basic goods and

services for consumers.
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Military governments also block the Internet for a long period after the
coup in an attempt to stifle political opposition, but this leads to operational
difficulties for companies, disrupts economic activity by stopping e—commerce,
generates losses in time-sensitive transactions, increases unemployment, cuts
off communications between companies and customers, and creates huge

financial risks.

For example, it is clear from a report by Business Day that in 2020, Chad
lost $23.1 million due to internet shutdowns, and Burkina Faso lost about

$35.9 million in 2021 due to an internet outage lasting only eight days.

International companies are also reconsidering their investments in
troubled countries. What is known is that African countries benefit greatly from
the presence of international investors operating within them, especially from

the perspective of job creation, production, and taxes.

This, in turn, will affect the financing of development and infrastructure
projects from donor countries and organizations. The international community
may impose economic sanctions to press for an end to coups, which may
include arms embargoes, reductions or cuts in foreign aid, export and import
restrictions, asset freezes, negative votes in financial institutions, withdrawal of
diplomatic relations, visa denials, flight cancellations, and credit cuts (Business

Day: 1 Sept. 2023).

In addition, it is possible that some countries will go so far as to ask
foreign investors not to pay taxes to the military regime until democracy is

restored, affecting the country's revenue flows and its ability to develop itself.
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Given how Africa's informal sector depends on the availability of cash,
which accounts for a large portion of economic growth, many private traders

will suffer as a result of bank closures.

Niger is one of the countries whose media announced the closure of its
banks and the cessation of ATM machines during the coup, which affected

cash flow.
Conclusion:

Coups are rarely an ideal solution to bad governance, and of course this
phenomenon must stop, but their recent intensity calls for a re—evaluation of

the liberal democratic project in Africa.

Events prove that although some gains have been achieved, democracy
in the countries of the continent remains largely formal, and the conditions that
lead to coups remain unchanged, in terms of the challenges of national
governance as an internal factor, and global dynamics that have a significant

impact on governance and security on the continent as an external factor.

In the opinion of Dr. Hamdi Abdel Rahman, professor of political science
at Zayed and Cairo Universities, apart from the consequences of African
coups, we are facing the phenomenon of geopolitical re-engineering of the

region through the formulation of regional and international alliances.

The region may witness signs of a new Cold War, as China and Russia

try to fill the security vacuums left by the departure of Western forces.
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Accordingly, Western countries will in turn make decisive decisions
regarding their security and strategic interests in Africa (Al-Ahram Center for

Political and Strategic Studies website, August 31, 2023).

In fact, military coups are responsible for political failures in their

countries, making them the greatest threats to democracy.

This presents outside powers with two options: either work with civil
society leaders and military governments to help these countries develop and
strengthen institutions, and set a timetable for democratic transition, or exploit
the chaos to gain a foothold to extract resources, further exploit, and impose

hegemony.

However, so far, international powers have not offered viable paths to
transition to democracy that suit the nature of Africa, and are content only with
imposing comprehensive sanctions that punish citizens in the first place,

without addressing the root cause of the conflict.

Therefore, we are facing a state of long—term instability, unless the
international community intervenes in a wise manner, far from achieving any

special interests.
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