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Summary:

Soft power represents a pivotal tool in the foreign policy of rising powers, and China has
chosen this path to enhance its international presence, especially in Africa, which constitutes a
vital arena for expanding its influence without resorting to coercion or hard power. This study
aims to unpack the theoretical and conceptual dimensions related to soft power by defining the
concept of power in international relations, clarifying its characteristics and instruments, and
then focusing on the sources of soft power such as culture, political values, and ethical foreign
policies. It also sheds light on the concept of foreign policy for rising powers and its
determinants, highlighting China’s status as a rising power that employs multiple soft tools to
achieve a subtle breakthrough in the African continent. The study analyzes the determinants of
China’s policy towards Africa, including its geopolitical importance, strategic location, and
resources, in addition to reviewing China’s soft power tools such as diplomacy, development aid,
education, and media. Finally, the study discusses the challenges hindering this approach,
whether from the Chinese side or due to the specific African environment, while emphasizing the
future prospects of China’s soft power strategy if it is smartly directed and responsive to the
aspirations of African peoples.
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