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:Abstract

This study explores the topic "The United Nations and the Challenge of International
Peace and Security Amid Contemporary Global Transformations", by analyzing the
organization's role in preserving global stability within an increasingly complex and dynamic
international environment. The research aims to provide a comprehensive understanding that
combines theoretical and conceptual foundations with an empirical assessment of the UN’s
actual performance in facing mounting political, security, and humanitarian threats.

The study is divided into two main chapters. The first chapter provides a conceptual and
theoretical framework by examining the historical emergence and legal-political definition of
the United Nations, and analyzing the notions of international peace and security. It also
presents key theoretical perspectives that explain the UN's role, including Realist Theory,
Collective Security, and Liberal Institutionalism. The second chapter offers a practical analysis
of the organization’s performance in the face of contemporary challenges, focusing on three
categories of international variables—political, security, and sectoral (files-related). It then
investigates the structural and functional motives behind the calls for reform, and concludes
with a performance assessment through case studies of success (Kosovo and East Timor) and
failure (Rwanda and Syria), as well as an examination of the main obstacles hindering
institutional reform.

The study concludes that while the United Nations remains the primary international
reference for managing peace and security and enjoys broad international legitimacy, it suffers
from significant limitations in terms of operational effectiveness and responsiveness. These
limitations are largely due to the dominance of major powers in decision-making, the paralyzing
use of veto power, institutional bureaucratic inefficiencies, and the legal rigidity that
complicates Charter reform. Consequently, the research underscores the urgent need for
comprehensive and structural reform that enhances the organization’s representative
character, strengthens its executive mechanisms, and ensures greater independence, fairness,
and flexibility—thus restoring global trust in its role as the guardian of international peace.
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