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Abstract

This study addresses the complex legal and political dilemma of
distinguishing between terrorism and resistance within the framework
of international law. It asserts that the absence of a unified and
precise international definition of terrorism has opened the door to

political manipulation and legal exploitation, allowing major powers to
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use the term as a tool to suppress national liberation movements and

undermine the legitimacy of peoples’ struggles against occupation.

Through a careful analysis of key international legal instruments
including the United Nations Charter, the Geneva Conventions, and
the two International Covenants—the study demonstrates that
international law affirms the right of peoples to self-determination and
legitimizes resistance against military occupation. However, the
practical implementation of this right is significantly hindered by the
politicization of the concept of terrorism, often resulting in the
arbitrary criminalization and mislabeling of legitimate resistance
efforts, The study concludes that international law remains incapable
of offering a coherent and objective framework to distinguish between
acts of terrorism and legitimate resistance. It further reveals that
political considerations frequently override legal norms, thereby
stripping international legal provisions of their binding force. As such,
this research constitutes an academic contribution to the redefinition
of legal concepts surrounding terrorism and resistance, while also
presenting a critical perspective on the instrumentalization of
international law in managing armed conflicts and national liberation

struggles.
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