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Abstract

The study discusses economic sanctions as a key tool used by the United
Nations to regulate the behavior of states that threaten international peace and
security, based on Chapter VII of the UN Charter. Sanctions have evolved from
comprehensive measures to "smart™ ones that target specific individuals or entities
to avoid harming civilians. They are divided into two types: comprehensive
sanctions (such as embargoes, blockades, and boycotts), which impact entire
economies, and smart sanctions (such as asset freezes and travel bans), which focus
on responsible elites. The study highlights the sanctions imposed on Iraq after its
1990 invasion of Kuwait, which led to severe humanitarian and economic crises,
prompting the UN to adopt the Oil-for-Food Program to alleviate suffering. It also
examines sanctions against the Taliban and Al-Qaeda, noting challenges in
effectiveness and unintended humanitarian consequences.The conclusion
emphasizes that while smart sanctions represent an improvement over traditional
models, they still face criticism due to their indirect impact on civilians and
perceived double standards in enforcement.
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