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Thesis Summary:

This study addresses the principle of complementarity between international
criminal jurisdiction and national judicial systems, as a cornerstone of the Rome
Statute of the International Criminal Court (ICC). According to this principle, the

primary responsibility for prosecuting international crimes lies with national




courts, and the ICC intervenes only when states are unwilling or unable to

prosecute genuinely.

The first chapter provides a theoretical framework for the principle, clarifying its
linguistic and legal meanings, and highlighting how it was adopted in
international legal instruments, particularly the Rome Statute. The second section
traces the historical evolution of complementarity, especially through the
experiences of the Nuremberg Tribunal, and the ad hoc Tribunals for

Yugoslavia and Rwanda.

The second chapter examines the practical applications of complementarity
through substantive, procedural, and enforcement dimensions, and explores the
role of hybrid (mixed) criminal courts as mechanisms combining both national
and international features. It focuses on Cambodia’s Extraordinary Chambers

and Timor-Leste’s Special Panels for Serious Crimes as case studies.

The study concludes that the success of international justice depends on effective
cooperation between national and international systems. The complementarity
principle is essential to ensuring accountability while maintaining respect for

state sovereignty.
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