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Introductory Notes

Reading is a fundamental language skill that plays a crucial role in foreign language
learning and academic success. This course is designed to emphasize the significance of
reading, raise students’ awareness of its value, and provide them with the essential knowledge

and skills required to become effective readers.

The primary objective of this course is to equip students with a variety of reading strategies,
techniques, and approaches that will enable them to analyze, interpret, and comprehend
different types of written texts. Through systematic instruction and practice, students will
learn how to engage actively with texts, construct meaning, and develop critical reading

abilities.

Reading serves as a major source of vocabulary acquisition and language development. It
enhances learners’ communicative competence by exposing them to authentic language use
and diverse linguistic structures. Moreover, reading stimulates intellectual growth, broadens
knowledge, promotes critical thinking, and helps learners focus their attention on specific

goals.

To foster effective reading comprehension, students will be introduced to various reading
models, types of reading, and practical strategies. Particular emphasis will be placed on
developing skills such as skimming for general understanding, scanning for specific
information, predicting content, and making inferences. These strategies will assist learners in

becoming more confident, independent, and proficient readers.

Throughout the course, students will participate in a range of classroom activities, practical
exercises, workshops, and homework assignments designed to reinforce learning and
encourage active engagement. They will also be encouraged to take notes during lectures, as

note-taking facilitates concentration, promotes reflection, and supports knowledge retention.

In addition, students will receive supplementary handouts and reading materials after each
lecture to consolidate their understanding and extend their learning. Short passages and
authentic texts will be used regularly to illustrate reading concepts and provide opportunities

for guided practice.

1. Course Description
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Reading Comprehension is a compulsory module for first-year undergraduate students
of English. The course aims to develop students’ reading proficiency, reading speed,
vocabulary knowledge, and comprehension skills through exposure to a variety of academic

and non-academic texts.

The course is specifically designed to meet the needs of first-year students and facilitate their
transition to university-level study. It seeks to provide learners with a solid foundation in
reading comprehension by introducing them to effective reading strategies and techniques that

enhance academic achievement and foster learner autonomy.

The course consists of fourteen lectures delivered over a twenty eight-week in two semesters.
Classes are held twice a week, with each session lasting one hour and thirty minutes.
Throughout the semester, students will engage in a variety of exercises and activities aimed at
strengthening their reading abilities. Particular attention will be given to intensive reading
practices within the classroom, while extensive reading will be encouraged as an independent

activity beyond the classroom environment.
2. Course Objectives

Upon successful completion of this course, first-year students will be able to:

Skim texts to identify main ideas.

Scan texts to locate specific information.

Distinguish main ideas from specific details.
Differentiate between main ideas and supporting details.

Make predictions and draw inferences based on textual evidence.

o g b~ w D E

Apply newly acquired vocabulary to enhance reading comprehension and language
development.
7. Reflect on their learning progress, evaluate their performance, and establish goals for

further improvement.
3. Course Learning Outcomes

Knowledge
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By the end of the course, students will be able to:

Identify the main ideas of written texts through skimming.
Locate specific information efficiently through scanning.
Demonstrate an understanding of various reading strategies and their appropriate use.

Recognize textual organization and key supporting details.

Interpersonal and Communication Skills

By the end of the course, students will be able to:

L N o ok~ wbhPE

Distinguish facts from opinions and identify supporting details within texts.

Use contextual clues to infer the meanings of unfamiliar vocabulary.

Draw logical inferences based on textual information.

Demonstrate independence and responsibility when completing individual tasks.
Participate effectively in pair and group work activities.

Exhibit academic commitment and active classroom engagement.

Develop teamwork, communication, and collaborative learning skills.

Express opinions, interpretations, and attitudes clearly and appropriately.

Pre-requisites

Students enrolling in this course are expected to:

Possess a satisfactory command of English.
Demonstrate a lower-intermediate level of English language proficiency or above.

Be willing to participate actively in reading activities and classroom discussions.

. Methodology of Teaching

The course adopts a learner-centered approach that encourages active participation and

meaningful interaction between the teacher and students. Most lessons are delivered through

guided discussions, collaborative learning activities, and interactive classroom practices.

Students are encouraged to share ideas, express opinions, and engage critically with reading

materials, thereby enhancing their comprehension and analytical skills.
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The teaching methodology is designed to promote active learning and foster students’
autonomy by involving them directly in the learning process. Each lesson is accompanied by a
variety of tasks and activities that reinforce understanding, develop reading strategies, and

encourage the practical application of acquired knowledge.
To achieve these objectives, the instructor employs a range of teaching methods, including:

« Class Discussions: Interactive discussions that encourage students to exchange ideas,
interpret texts, develop critical thinking skills, and participate actively in the learning
process.

o PowerPoint Presentations: Structured visual presentations used to introduce key
concepts, explain reading strategies, and facilitate understanding through examples
and illustrations.

e Workshops and Practical Activities: Hands-on activities and collaborative exercises
that provide students with opportunities to practice reading skills, apply strategies, and

develop problem-solving abilities in authentic learning contexts.
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Lesson 1: Understanding Reading

Lesson Objectives

By the end of this lesson, students will be able to:

« Develop a thorough understanding of the concept of reading and its role in learning.

e Recognize and explain the importance of reading in academic and personal
development.

o Identify and apply effective reading strategies to enhance comprehension and learning
at the university level.

Prerequisites

Before attending this lesson, students should:

o Possess sufficient English language proficiency to understand and engage with
academic reading materials

e Show an adequate ability to understand and interpret written texts for academic
purposes.

Key Concepts

Reading
Reading is an interactive process in which readers construct meaning from written texts
by combining textual information with their prior knowledge (Alyousef, 2005).

Reading Comprehension
Reading comprehension is the ability to understand, interpret, and evaluate written
texts.

Reading Strategies
Reading strategies are techniques used by readers to facilitate comprehension, such as
skimming, scanning, predicting, and inferring (Grabe, 1991).

Importance of Reading

Reading develops language proficiency, enriches vocabulary, enhances critical
thinking, and supports academic success (Mikulecky & Jeffries, 2004).

Practice 1: Brainstorming Activity

Instructions: Work in pairs and discuss the following questions

1. Why do people read?
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2. How often do you read in English?
3. What types of texts do you usually read?

4. What difficulties do you face when reading in English?

Practice 2: Reading Purposes
Read the following situations and identify the purpose of reading.

Situation Purpose

Reading a novel

Reading an exam timetable

Reading a recipe

Reading a newspaper article

Reading a WhatsApp message

Possible Answers

e Pleasure

e Obtaining specific information
e Following instructions

e Learning new information

e Communication

Practice 3: Skimming and Scanning
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Text

"University students need effective reading skills to succeed academically. Reading helps
them acquire knowledge, improve vocabulary, and develop critical thinking. Successful

readers use strategies such as skimming and scanning to locate information quickly."

Questions

A. Skimming

What is the main idea of the text?

B. Scanning

1. Name two benefits of reading.

2. What strategies do successful readers use?

Practice 4: Vocabulary Building

Match the words with their meanings.

Word Meaning
Vocabulary  a. understanding
Comprehension b. word knowledge
Strategy c. a plan or technique

Prediction d. an educated guess

Practice 5: Critical Thinking

Read the statement and answer the questions.



Reading Comprehension_Dr. Chahira NASRI

"Students who read regularly become better writers.

Questions

1. Do you agree or disagree?
2. Give one reason for your answer.

3. Provide an example from your experience.

Practice 6: Reflection
Complete the following sentences:
1. Today I learned that reading iS .......cccovevueriieeiieiie e e
2. The most important reading strategy for me is .......ccoceviive v cvicvicene

3. Twill improve my reading bBY ...

References

Adams, M. J. (1990). Beginning to Read: Thinking and Learning about Print. Cambridge,
MA: MIT Press.

Alyousef, H. S. (2005). Teaching Reading Comprehension to ESL/EFL Learners. The

Reading Matrix, 5(2), 143-154.

Davies, F. (1995). Introducing Reading. London: Penguin.

Grabe, W. (1991). Current Developments in Second Language Reading Research. TESOL
Quarterly, 25(3), 375-406.

10

Harmer, J. (2001). The Practice of English Language Teaching (3rd ed.). Harlow: Longman.

Hedge, T. (2003). Teaching and Learning in the Language Classroom. Oxford: Oxford
University Press.

Mikulecky, B. S., & Jeffries, L. (2004). More Reading Power. White Plains, NY: Pearson
Education.

Course: Reading comprehension Level: First year

Instructor: Dr. Chahira NASRI Academicyear:2025/2026
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Lesson 2: Types of Reading

Lesson Objectives
By the end of this lesson, students will be able to:

« ldentify and categorize the main types of reading.
« Differentiate between extensive reading and intensive reading.
e Improve reading speed and develop reading fluency.

Pre-requisites

e Students should have a good command of English.
e Students should be at least at a lower-intermediate level of English proficiency.

Key Concepts

Types of Reading

Types of reading are the different reading approaches that readers choose depending on their
purpose, level of attention, and speed required for a specific task.
(Adapted from Davies, 1995; Alyousef, 2005)

Reading strategies are not random; they are selected according to the reader’s goal and the
level of detail required. In academic contexts, reading is mainly divided into two major types:
extensive reading and intensive reading.

Extensive Reading

Extensive reading is a reading approach where learners read large amounts of easy and
interesting  texts  for  general understanding,  fluency, and  enjoyment.
(Bamford & Day, 2004; Hafiz & Tudor, 1989)In this type of reading, learners choose their
own materials and read independently. The focus is on meaning rather than language details.
Readers are encouraged to skip unknown words and continue reading for pleasure and
general understanding. It helps improve vocabulary, fluency, and overall language
competence.

Intensive Reading

Intensive reading is a detailed reading process where learners carefully analyze a text to
understand its  structure, language, grammar, and deeper meaning.
(Alyousef, 2005; Harmer, 2007)

This type of reading focuses on close analysis of the text. Learners examine vocabulary,
sentence structure. and meanina in depth. It is often teacher-auided and aims to develop

Practice 1: Identifying Reading Types

Read the following situations and decide: Extensive or Intensive reading?
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1. A student reads a short story for pleasure during free time.
2. Astudent analyzes a paragraph to understand grammar structures.
3. A learner reads a novel without stopping for unknown words.

4. A teacher asks students to explain the meaning of each sentence in a text.

Practice 2: Intensive Reading Worksheet

The Unexpected Library Adventure

Reading Text

One rainy afternoon, Sara, a first-year university student, went to the university library

to find a quiet place to study. She had never visited this old building before.

Inside, the library was silent and full of tall bookshelves. While walking between the shelves,
she found an old book with no title or author. When she opened it, a map fell out. The map

showed a secret place called “The Silent Room.”

Sara decided to follow the map. After walking for a few minutes, she found a hidden door.
Inside, she discovered a quiet and comfortable room filled with books. It was a perfect place

for studying.

Sara was surprised and happy. She thought she might stay there longer than planned.

Part 1: Multiple Choice Questions

1. Why did Sara go to the library?
a) To meet a friend

b) To study in a quiet place
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c) To borrow a novel

d) To work with a teacher

2. What did Sara find in the old book?
a) A letter
b) A photo
c) A map

d) A dictionary

3. What was “The Silent Room™?
a) A classroom
b) A secret study room
c) A café

d) A lecture hall

4. How did Sara feel at the end of the story?
a) Angry
b) Confused
c) Happy and surprised

d) Tired and bored

Part 2: True or False

5. Sara had visited the library many times before. (__ )
6. The book had a title and an author. (__ )
7. The Silent Room was noisy and crowded. (__ )

8. Sara decided to stay longer in the library. (__ )
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Part 3: Vocabulary in Context

Match the word with its meaning:

9. silent a) found something for the first time
10. hiddenb) not making noise
11. discovered c) wanting to know something

12. curious d) not easy to see

Part 4: Short Answer Questions

13. Where did Sara find the map?
14. What did Sara discover at the end?

15. Why do you think the room is called “The Silent Room™?

WORKSHOP
Readthefollowingpassageandanswerthefollowingquestion

Are you into skiing? Is winter your favorite time of year? If you like snow and
ice, maybe you should stay at the Ice Hotel in Quebec, Canada. But, you can only check
in to this hotel during the winter. Why? Because this hotel is made entirely of ice and

snow!

This amazing hotel is built every December. It has 32 rooms, and 80 people can
stay there each night. The hotel has a movie theater, an art gallery, and a church. Of
course, all of thesepartsofthehotelaremadeofice.Infact,allthefurniture,
art,lights,andevenplatesand drinking glasses are made of ice. Because this hotel is so
unusual, it has become verypopular. People from all over the world come to the Ice

Hotel to look at the fantastic ice art, drink and eat from designer ice dishes, and

14
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experience the unique atmosphere. Some couples have even gotten married in the

hotel’s ice church.

However, all the guests keep their winter coats on! Because of all the ice, the
temperature inside the hotel is always between -2 and -50 C. Surprisingly, sleeping is
not a probleminthefreezingcoldhotelrooms.Everyguestgetsaspecialcold-
weathersleepingbag and some fur blankets. These keep them cozy and warm until

morning.

Reading comprehension

a. Choose the best answer.

1. What is the main idea of this reading?
a. How the Ice Hotel is built b.What makes the Ice Hotel special
c.Why the Ice Hotel is made of ice d.The services of the Ice Hotel

2. What can you do in the hotel?
a.Watch a movie b.Get married c.Eat an interesting meal

d. All of the above

15
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3. Whyis sleeping NOTaproblem at thehotel?
a. Therooms arewarm. b.Thetemperatureis-20 C.
c.Thesleepingbags arewarm. d.The furnitureiswarm.
4. In which part of the hotel would you probably find the iceplates?
a.The church b.The restaurant c.Therooms d.Theartgallery

5. What is the type of reading?andjustifyyouranswer?

ReferencesAdapted from:

Bamford, J. & Day, R. (2004). Extensive Reading Activities for Teaching Language.

Harmer, J. (2007). The Practice of English Language Teaching.
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Course: Reading comprehension Level: First year

Instructor:Dr.ChahiraNASRI Academicyear:2025/2026

Lesson 3: Reading Strategies

Lesson Objectives

e Use prediction, skimming, scanning, inference, and context clues while reading.

¢ Identify main ideas and supporting details in medium-length paragraphs.
e Monitor comprehension and summarize information effectively.
o Apply reading strategies to academic-style texts.
Pre-requisites
Students should be able to:
e Read short paragraphs.
o Understand basic sentence structure.
o Identify key information in a text.
Strategy 1: Predicting
Before reading
Look at the title:
The Influence of Technology on University Learning
Students discuss in pairs:
1. What topics might the paragraph include?

2. What positive effects of technology can you predict?

3. What possible problems might be mentioned?

Purpose
Prediction activates background knowledge and prepares students for the text.

Strategy 2: Skimming for the Main Idea

Instructions: Read the paragraph quickly in about one minute. Do not focus on every word.

Skim the text

17
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Technology has transformed the way university students learn and communicate.
Today, learners can access digital libraries, watch recorded lectures, and participate in online
discussions from almost anywhere. These tools allow students to study at their own pace and
review difficult material whenever necessary. In addition, technology encourages
collaboration through shared documents and virtual group projects. However, excessive
dependence on digital devices may reduce face-to-face interaction and create distractions
during study time. Despite these challenges, technology remains an important part of modern

higher education because it expands access to information and supports flexible learning.

Questions
1. What is the paragraph mainly about?

2. What is the writer’s overall attitude toward technology in education?

Strategy 3: Scanning for Specific Information

Instructions: Read the paragraph again and find the following information as quickly as
possible.

Find:
1. Two examples of digital learning tools.
2. One benefit of studying at one’s own pace.
3. One disadvantage of excessive technology use.

4. The final conclusion about technology.

Answers
1. Digital libraries; recorded lectures; online discussions (any two).
2. Students can review difficult material whenever necessary.
3. Reduced face-to-face interaction or distractions during study time.
4. Technology remains an important part of modern higher education.

Strategy 4: Identifying Main Ideas and Supporting Details

Instructions: Complete the table using information from the paragraph.
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Element Information

Technology has transformed the way university students learn and

Topic Sentence .
communicate.

Technology has significantly changed university learning by providing

Main Idea . . . .
flexible access to information and collaboration tools.

Supportin e e

pp. g Students can access digital libraries and recorded lectures.
Detail 1
Supportin .

pp. g Technology allows learners to study at their own pace.
Detail 2
Supportin . . . . .
Defzzl 3 g Excessive use may reduce face-to-face interaction and create distractions.

Strategy 5: Making Inferences
Text: Read the text

Fatima arrived at the classroom carrying a wet umbrella and wiping rainwater from her jacket.

She looked at the clock, sighed, and quietly took a seat near the back.

Questions
1. What can you infer about the weather?
2. What can you infer about Fatima’s feelings?

3. Why did she probably sigh?

Suggested Answers

1. It was raining outside.
2. She may have felt tired, stressed, or disappointed.

3. She was probably late or frustrated by the situation.
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Strategy 6: Using Context Clues
Read the text

Some students are reluctant to speak in class because they fear making mistakes.
However, teachers encourage them to participate actively so they can improve their

confidence and communication skills.

Question

What does the word reluctant most nearly mean?
1. eager
2. unwilling

3. confused

Answer
2. unwilling
Strategy 7: Monitoring Comprehension

Instructions: Read the paragraph and stop whenever something is unclear. Use one of these
strategies:

1. reread the sentence,
2. look for signal words,
3. use context clues,

4. ask a question,

5. summarize the idea.

Read the paragraph
Renewable energy sources, such as solar and wind power, are becoming increasingly

important around the world. Unlike fossil fuels, renewable energy can be replenished
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naturally and produces less pollution. Governments and companies are investing in these
technologies to reduce environmental damage and create sustainable energy systems for the

future.

Questions
1. What is the topic?
2. What does replenished naturally mean?

3. Why are governments investing in renewable energy?

AnNswers

1. Renewable energy.
2. It can be replaced or renewed by nature.

3. Toreduce environmental damage and create sustainable energy systems.

Integrated Reading Activity

Text
The Benefits and Challenges of Online Learning

Online learning has become an important part of modern education, especially in
universities. One major advantage is flexibility: students can access lessons from different
locations and study at times that suit their schedules. Online platforms also provide a wide
range of resources, including videos, quizzes, and discussion forums. In addition, students can
review recorded lectures whenever they need clarification. However, online learning also
presents challenges. Some students struggle with self-discipline and time management
because they must organize their own study routines. Others may feel isolated due to limited

face-to-face interaction with classmates and teachers. Despite these difficulties, many
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universities continue to expand online learning because it increases access to education and

supports diverse learning needs.

Practice

A. Before Reading — Predict

1. What advantages and challenges do you expect to find?

B. During Reading — Apply Strategies

1. Underline the topic sentence.
2. Circle two cohesive devices (e.g., however, in addition, despite).

3. Scan for two advantages and two challenges.

C. After Reading — Analyze

1. What is the main idea of the paragraph?
2. Which challenge do you think is most serious for students? Why?

3. Summarize the paragraph in 2—3 sentences.

Suggested Answers

1. Topic sentence: Online learning has become an important part of modern education,
especially in universities.

2. Cohesive devices: In addition, However, Despite.

3. Advantages: flexibility; access to resources; ability to review lectures. Challenges:
self-discipline/time management; isolation.

4. Main idea: Online learning offers important benefits but also creates challenges for

students.



23

Reading Comprehension_Dr. Chahira NASRI

Homework

Find a medium-length article (120-180 words) and complete this chart:

Strategy What | found in the text

Prediction

Main ldea

Specific Information (Scanning)

Inference

Context Clues

References

Anderson, N. J. (2014). Active Skills for Reading (4th ed.). Cengage Learning.

Grabe, W. (2009). Reading in a Second Language: Moving from Theory to Practice.

Cambridge University Press.

Grellet, F. (1981). Developing Reading Skills: A Practical Guide to Reading Comprehension

Exercises. Cambridge University Press.

Mikulecky, B. S., & Jeffries, L. (2013). Reading Power (3rd ed.). Pearson Longman.

Nuttall, C. (2005). Teaching Reading Skills in a Foreign Language (3rd ed.). Macmillan

Education.
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Course: Reading comprehension Level: First year

Instructor: Dr. Chahira NASRI Academicyear:2025/2026

Lesson 4: Mastering Skimming
Lesson Objectives
By the end of this lesson, students will be able to:

« Define skimming as a distinct, high-speed reading comprehension technique.

o Navigate text layout structures strategically to capture global meaning under strict
time constraints.

« Isolate the main thesis or gist of long academic selections without reading line-by-line.

Pre-requisites

e Linguistic Competence: Familiarity with basic academic text structures (titles,
headings, paragraphs).
e Proficiency Level: Lower-intermediate (CEFR B1) English proficiency or higher.

Key Concepts

To ensure students understand the exact cognitive boundaries of this reading technique,
display or hand out the following foundational definitions

e -
Skimming Skimming is conceptualized as an essential online reading strategy
used to rapidly navigate hypermedia and multi-layered web text surfaces. It
allows contemporary learners to establish a macroscopic conceptual overview
before choosing whether to dive into deeper hyperlink exploration or
alternative close-reading pathways(Li, 2020;Pido & Mubarokah, 2024):

Skimming as Selective Text Filtering Skimming is a purposeful,
metacognitive reading process where a reader deliberately blocks out

expanding narrative details, explanatory background data, and descriptive sub-
arguments(The Learning Center, 2025).

How to Skim Professionally
1. Read the Main Title and any clear subtitles.
2. Read the entire first paragraph (the introduction) carefully to locate the thesis

statement.
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3. Read only the first sentence (Topic Sentence) of all middle body paragraphs.

4. Read the entire final paragraph (the conclusion) to capture the closing synthesis.

Intensive Skimming Activities

Practice 1:

Students have exactly 30 seconds to look at the text below. Enforce a strict time limit to
prevent them from reading word-for-word. They must read only the bolded layout anchors.

THE ANXIETY ENGINE
Social Media Metrics and Adolescent Mental Health
The introduction of numerical feedback metrics—such as likes, views, shares, and
follower counts—has fundamentally altered the sociological environment of adolescent
development over the past fifteen years. While tech developers initially framed these features
as simple, fun tools to enhance online connection, contemporary clinical data paints a far
more troubling picture. Psychologists are increasingly discovering that these public validation
tickers operate as constant anxiety engines, directly fracturing the self-esteem and emotional

stability of young users.

At the core of this psychological crisis is the constant drive for social comparison.
When young users upload content, they are not simply sharing a moment; they are submitting
their identity to a public, quantified market. The constant monitoring of these values causes
heavy stress, as individuals measure their personal worth against the viral success of their

peers.

To fix this widespread issue, mental health advocates are urging platforms to hide
public engagement numbers entirely. By removing visible tickers, networks can break the
comparison cycle and reduce validation anxiety. Ultimately, returning to unquantified,

authentic communication is necessary to protect the mental health of future generations.
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Student Skimming Questions:

1. What is the overarching topic of this entire article?
o A) The financial profits of tech developers.
o B) The negative impact of social media likes/metrics on teen mental health.
o C) The historical development of smartphone camera lenses.

2. In your own words, what is the author’s final recommendation to fix this problem?

o [

Activity 2: The Topic Sentence Match

Instructions to students: Skim the middle body paragraphs of an academic article about
"Digital Focus." Using your skimming skills, read ONLY the first sentence of each paragraph

to match the paragraph to its correct central theme summary.

o Paragraph A First Sentence: "Furthermore, the constant shifting between browser
tabs severely fragments an individual's deep working memory capacity."

e Paragraph B First Sentence: "In addition to internal mental fatigue, physical
environments cluttered with buzzing devices multiply external workspace

distractions."

Match the Paragraph to its general summary:

1. This paragraph is generally about physical/environmental distractions: __

2. This paragraph is generally about internal memory/cognitive damage:
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Course: Reading comprehension Level: First year

Instructor: Dr. Chahira NASRI Academicyear:2025/2026
Lesson 5: Scanning
Lesson Objectives
By the end of this lesson, students will be able to:

o Apply targeted comprehension strategies to effectively analyze and understand diverse
written texts.

« Evaluate the practical importance of reading techniques in accelerating academic
literacy.

o Demonstrate proficiency in scanning to locate specific information rapidly and
accurately.

Pre-requisites
To fully engage with the course material, students should meet the following baseline criteria:

e Linguistic Competence: A strong, functional command of the English language.
e Proficiency Level: A minimum of lower-intermediate (CEFR B1) English proficiency.

Academic Definitions of Scanning

e Scanning (General Academic Definition): A high-speed reading strategy
wherein the reader rapidly surveys a text with a predetermined purpose to locate
specific data—such as names, dates, statistics, or facts—while intentionally
ignoring unrelated content.

e Scanning according to Grellet (1981): A targeted visual search through a text
to isolate specific, relevant information that aligns with the reader’s immediate
objective.

e Scanning according to Smythe (2014): A selective retrieval technique used to
extract isolated facts, figures, or names directly from a document without
reading or analyzing the surrounding narrative.

e Scanning according to Sutz & Weverka (2009): A purposeful, rapid
information-extraction technique where the reader pre-determines their
information goal before navigating the text, exemplified by looking up a
specific word in a dictionary.

Scanning Practice

Text 1
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The Cascading Impacts of Oceanic Warming
Average global sea surface temperatures have increased by about 1°C since the mid-

20th century, driving destructive cascading effects through the marine ecosystem. These

changes alter ocean circulation, disrupt weather patterns, and intensify storms.

Warming waters drive sea level rise through two primary processes: melting polar ice and
thermal expansion, which is the physical expansion of warmer water. This phenomenon

threatens coastal ecosystems and human populations.

Marine heatwaves, driven by rising temperatures, are devastating coral reefs and forcing

marine species to migrate poleward, affecting communities dependent on local fisheries.

Additionally, warmer, more buoyant surface waters limit deep-water mixing, causing oxygen

depletion in many ocean regions.

Adapted from an environmental science report published by Ocean Visions titled "Impacts of Climate Change on the Ocean".

Scanning practice 1

Instructions: Use scanning techniques to locate information quickly, focusing on numbers

and keywords.

1. Statistic: By how many degrees Celsius C° have sea surface temperatures increased?
2. Concept: What term describes the expansion of warm water?
3. Location: In which direction are species migrating?

4. Element: Which gas is becoming depleted?

Scanning practice2

Global Freshwater Allocations and Access Crisis


https://oceanvisions.org/climate-change-and-the-ocean/
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Worldwide water demand has experienced a steady incline, escalating by
approximately 1% every year since the 1980s. This consumption pattern is unevenly
distributed across diverse sectors. Globally, agricultural practices account for roughly 70% of
total freshwater withdrawals. The industrial sector claims just under 20%, leaving municipal
and domestic usage responsible for the remaining 12% of freshwater consumption.
Groundwater extraction provides nearly 25% of all water utilized for agricultural irrigation. It

also supplies half of the freshwater withdrawn for domestic municipal systems globally. [1]

The infrastructure supporting this distribution remains highly fragmented. Data
collected in 2022 indicates that 2.2 billion people worldwide lacked access to safely managed
drinking water. Economic impacts vary drastically depending on the socio-economic status of
the region. For example, in lower-income countries, 80% of jobs are entirely water-
dependent, leaving local populations highly vulnerable to climate disruptions. Compounding
this threat, historical data from 2002 to 2021 shows that catastrophic flooding events alone

generated approximately US$832 billion in total economic losses worldwide.

Adapted from The United Nations World Water Development Report 2024 published by UNESCO.

Classroom Scanning practice

Instructions to students: You have exactly 90 seconds to scan the text. Do not read the

paragraphs fully. Scan only for specific numbers, years, percentages, or symbols ($).

1. Percentage: What precise percentage of global freshwater is withdrawn strictly for
industrial use?
2. Year Metric: In what decade did global freshwater demand begin its steady 1%

annual increase?


https://www.unesco.org/reports/wwdr/en/2024/s
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3. Population Figure: How many billions of people lacked access to safely managed
drinking water in 2022?
4. Financial Statistic: What is the total dollar amount (US$) of economic losses caused

by global floods between 2002 and 2021?

References

Brown, H. D. (2001). Teaching by principles: An interactive approach to language pedagogy

(2nd ed.). Longman.

Grellet, F. (1981). Developing reading skills: A practical guide to reading comprehension

exercises. Cambridge University Press.

Ocean Visions. (n.d.). Impacts of climate change on the ocean.

https://oceanvisions.org/climate-change-and-the-ocean/

UNESCO World Water Assessment Programme. (2024). The United Nations world water
development report 2024: Water for prosperity and peace. UNESCO.

https://www.unesco.org/reports/wwdr/en/2024/s

Smythe, J. (2014). Academic literacy and study skills for higher education. Palgrave

Macmillan.

Sutz, R., & Weverka, P. (2009). Speed reading for dummies. Wiley Publishing, Inc.


https://oceanvisions.org/climate-change-and-the-ocean/

32

Reading Comprehension_Dr. Chahira NASRI

Course: Reading comprehension Level: First year

Instructor: Dr. Chahira NASRI Academic year: 2025/2026

Lesson 6: Previewing and Predicting

Lesson Objectives
By the end of this lesson, students will be able to:

o Activate schematic frameworks to subconsciously prime their minds for upcoming
textual content.

« Construct meaningful connections between their existing prior knowledge and the text.

o Execute pre-reading strategies, specifically previewing and predicting, to optimize
initial text engagement.

o Formulate a foundational understanding of the target text prior to intensive reading.

Prerequisites

To engage effectively with the course materials and activities, students must meet the
following criteria:

e Linguistic Competence: A strong, functional command of foundational English
language mechanics.

Key Concepts

e Previewing according to Mikulecky & Jeffries (2004): An initial text-exploration stage
that allows readers to discover foundational context, puring the path for deeper
comprehension by anticipating thematic content through immediate focal points like
authorship, sender data, or graphics.

e Previewing according to Grellet (1981): A preliminary textual overview where readers
systematically consult organizational markers, including tables of contents, authors, and
sectional titles, to efficiently isolate required information.

e Previewing according to Harmer (2007): A rapid pre-reading skill that leverages a
reader's existing schemata to identify a text's topic swiftly, fostering an accessible,
structured environment for the subsequent reading process.

o Predicting (General Academic Definition): An active, metacognitive reading strategy
where learners formulate hypothetical inquiries and anticipate upcoming text
developments by synthesizing explicit textual clues with their personal experiential
background.

e Predicting according to Moreillon (2007): The generation of educated guesses regarding
upcoming textual developments, achieved by blending immediate context clues with the
reader's background knowledge and personal experiences before, during, and after reading
to co-create meaning.
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Introduction: The Mechanics of the Push Notification

In the contemporary digital landscape, the average smartphone user checks their
device over 150 times per day. The primary driver behind this compulsive behavior is the
push notification—the subtle buzz, chime, or red badge that alerts users to new likes,
comments, or direct messages. While these micro-signals appear innocent, they are
meticulously engineered by software developers using advanced behavioral psychology. Tech
corporations have successfully monetized human attention, turning the smartphone into a

virtual slot machine that commands constant psychological engagement.

Intermittent Rewards and Brain Chemistry

At the core of social media addiction is a neurotransmitter called dopamine, which is
responsible for pleasure, motivation, and reward seeking. Computational designs rely heavily
on a psychological concept known as "variable rewards.” When a user clears a notification,
they do not know if they will receive an exciting message or an irrelevant update. This
unpredictability mimics the exact cognitive mechanisms found in casino gambling. The brain
releases a surge of dopamine during the anticipation of the reward, trapping the user in an

endless loop of checking and refreshing.

The Psychological Toll of Phantom Vibration Syndrome

The physiological and mental consequences of this constant neurochemical stimulation
are becoming increasingly evident among young adults. A prominent example is "Phantom
Vibration Syndrome,” a phenomenon where individuals mistakenly perceive their phone
vibrating in their pocket when no notification has arrived. Cognitive psychologists argue that

this occurs because the brain’s sensory processing systems have become hyper-vigilant and
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anxiously reconditioned. This chronic state of digital alertness contributes directly to elevated

levels of daily anxiety, shortened attention spans, and fragmented sleep cycles.

From : Cyberpsychology and the Attention Economy.

Classroom Practice: Previewing and Predicting Guide

Instructions to students: Do not read the full body paragraphs yet. You have exactly 2
minutes to look only at the main title, the bold subheadings, and the first sentence of the

introduction. Then, answer the questions below.

Part 1: Previewing (Structural Investigation)

1. Typography Clues: Look at the main title. What chemical or biological keyword
signals the neurological focus of this article?

2. Structural Breakdown: Based on the bold subheadings, into how many distinct
thematic arguments is this text divided?

3. Context Clues: Read the very first sentence of the introduction. What specific

numerical statistic is highlighted regarding smartphone usage?

Part 2: Predicting (Hypothesis Formulation)

1. Schema Activation: Based on your own experience hearing or feeling phone alerts,
what do you think the term "Phantom Vibration Syndrome™ in the final subheading
means?

2. Thematic Guessing: Read the subtitle "Neurobiology and Consumer Behavior." How
do you predict social media companies use our brain chemistry to influence how we

use their apps?
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Part 3: Vocabulary in Context Matching

Instructions to students: Match each academic term from the text with its correct definition

by using the surrounding context of the paragraphs.

Academic Letter | Correct Definition
Term

1. Compulsive A. A chemical messenger (neurotransmitter) in the brain that

influences motivation, reinforcement, and pleasure.

2. Monetize B. A state of extreme, anxious alertness and sensory sensitivity to
potential triggers or stimuli.

3. Dopamine C. To convert an asset, activity, or human attention into a source
of commercial revenue or financial profit.

4. Hyper- D. An irresistible, repeated urge to behave in a certain way, often

vigilant without conscious control or necessity.

Part 4: Timed Skimming Challenge
Instructions to students: You have exactly 60 seconds to skim the entire text. Do not read
every single word. Your goal is to grasp the main idea of each paragraph by focusing on

headings, first sentences, and last sentences.

1. What is the central argument of the first section (The Mechanics of the Push
Notification)?
o A) Smartphones are becoming too expensive for first-year undergraduate
students.
o B) Push notifications are psychological tools engineered by developers to
capture and monetize attention.
o C) Red notification badges are mathematically proven to be less effective than
physical chimes.
2. What is the central argument of the second section (Intermittent Rewards and

Brain Chemistry)?
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o A) The brain releases dopamine due to the unpredictable, variable rewards of
social media notifications.

o B) Traditional casino gambling is statistically safer than smartphone usage
among young adults.

o C) Dopamine levels strictly dictate how many hours a student spends studying
every night.

3. What is the central argument of the final section (The Psychological Toll of
Phantom Vibration Syndrome)?

o A) Keeping a mobile device in a pocket causes physical nerve damage to the
leg over time.

o B) Phantom vibrations show that our brains have become hyper-conditioned
and anxious, leading to mental health tolls.

o C) Educational psychologists recommend that university students purchase a

standard wristwatch.
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Course: Reading comprehension Level: First year

Instructor:Dr. Chahira NASRI Academicyear:2025/2026

Lesson 7: Making Inferences
Lesson Objectives
By the end of this lesson, students will be able to:

o Formulate logical conclusions by synthesizing textual evidence and critical reasoning.

« Infer implicit meaning by accurately identifying information that is implied rather than
directly stated.

o Determine the central thesis of a text, isolate relevant supporting details, and analyze
how they reinforce the main idea.

Pre-requisites

To engage effectively with the instructional materials and tasks, students must meet the
following criteria:

o Linguistic Competence: A strong, functional command of foundational English
language mechanics.

e Proficiency Level: A minimum baseline of lower-intermediate (CEFR B1) English
proficiency.

Key Concepts
Inferring according to Bader (2007): A logical, integrative
process requiring readers to construct coherent meaning by
connecting information across sentence boundaries or bridging
the text with background knowledge. This is demonstrated when
resolving anaphoric references (e.g., matching the pronoun he

with its antecedent masculine noun) by cross-referencing
immediate text boundaries with linguistic memory.

Practice 1:

Educational psychologists frequently contrast deep linear reading with digital
skimming. The former(Ref. 1) fosters sustained critical analysis and robust memory
consolidation, whereas the latter(Ref. 2) promotes fragmented information sampling and

superficial text processing. This structural divergence in reading habits is heavily amplified by
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algorithmic notification systems, which(Ref. 3) exploit basic human neurobiology to
command cognitive focus. While some students intentionally self-regulate their device usage
by employing website blockers, those(Ref. 4) who fail to implement proactive habits remain
perpetually vulnerable to distraction. Ultimately, researchers argue that a student’s long-term
academic success depends entirely on addressing this behavioral shift(Ref. 5) before deep-

reading capacities are permanently eroded.

Classroom Worksheet Guide
Instructions to students: Read the passage carefully. Track the structural and contextual

clues across sentences to identify exactly what word, phrase, or abstract idea each bolded
reference marker stands for.

Practice2: Linguistic Reference Tracking
This activity helps students practice connecting pronouns and demonstrative determiners to

the correct words or ideas established earlier in a passage.

Modern university students face constant digital interruptions. When a push
notification arrives, it(Ref. 1) breaks their cognitive focus instantly. Dr. Marcus Bader studied
this specific form of learning disruption in his(Ref. 2) 2007 research. The author(Ref. 3)
discovered that individuals who instantly check their devices take up to twenty minutes to
return to their original task. This finding(Ref. 4) underscores the severe mental cost of split

attention in contemporary lecture halls.Adapted from a digital psychology essay framework.

Questions:
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Identify the exact word, person, or idea that each bolded reference refers to:

it (Line 1) refers to:
his (Line 2) refers to:
The author (Line 3) refers to:
This finding (Line 4) refers to:

RO E

Practice 3: Contextual Referencing & Inference

This activity trains first-year students to identify contextual references, where a word or
phrase does not just replace a single noun, but instead refers back to an entire abstract

situation, implicit idea, or broader conceptual framework established earlier in the text.

Tech corporations intentionally design platforms to cultivate short-term validation
loops. When an interface continuously dishes out micro-rewards like likes or retweets, this
strategy(Ref. 1) successfully hijacks the human neural reward system. Most teenagers
willingly sacrifice their personal data in exchange for continuous connectivity, but the
reverse(Ref. 2) is true for privacy-conscious digital minimalist groups. The opinions of these
advocates(Ref. 3) are often dismissed by marketing executives, whose(Ref. 4) primary
objective remains the absolute monetization of user attention. Until legislators introduce
binding regulations, such algorithmic manipulation(Ref. 5) will continue to quietly erode

the psychological well-being of young internet users. Cyberpsychology and Social Media Validation.

Questions
Instructions to students: Read the text above. Use structural syntax clues and your logical

reasoning to uncover the exact ideas, groups, or concepts represented by the bolded phrases.

1. this strategy (Line 2) refers to the explicit action of:
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5. such algorithmic manipulation (Line 5) refers back to the broader context of:

Practice 4 :

Thefollowingsituationsgivestudentsachancetopractice making inferences together:

1. Everytimeltakemybananafor awalk,he barks at squirrelsand pulls on hisleash.

2. Useyourownexperiencesandbackgroundknowledge
alongwithotherwordsinthesentence as clues to help identify a word that could replace
banana.

3. A boy isgoingtoschool.Helooksoutside,andthenputsonaraincoatandgetsanumbrella.
-"Whatisgoing on?"

-Explainhow youknowthis?

References

Bader, M. (2007). Reading strategies and comprehension models in second language
acquisition. University Press.



41

Reading Comprehension_Dr. Chahira NASRI

Course:Reading comprehension Level:Firstyear

Instructor:Dr.ChahiraNASRI Academicyear:2025/2026

Lesson 8: Analyzing Vocabulary
(Word Parts and Collocations)

Lesson Objectives
By the end of this lesson, students will be able to:

e Deconstruct complex academic words into their structural morphemes (prefixes, roots,
and suffixes) to deduce the meanings of unfamiliar academic vocabulary without
external tools, aligning with morphological acquisition benchmarks.

« Identify and implement lexical collocations (conventional word partnerships) to
produce natural, fluent English prose and avoid literal, word-for-word native language
translations

e Analyze how word parts and collocations function concurrently within diverse
academic reading selections to decode implicit or complex contextual themes.

e Formulate a personalized academic word-part repository to accelerate independent
lexical development during long-form undergraduate research.

Pre-requisites

o Linguistic Competence: A functional grasp of basic parts of speech (nouns, verbs,
adjectives, and adverbs).

o Proficiency Level: Lower-intermediate to intermediate (CEFR B1/B2) English
proficiency.

Key Concepts

Part A: Word Parts : (Morphological Analysis)

1. Prefix: A meaningful element fixed to the beginning of a word to alter its
direction, spatial relationship, or polarity (e.g., mis- = wrongly).

2. Root (or Base): The core structural block containing the primary lexical
meaning, which cannot always stand alone as an independent word (e.g., cred =
believe).

3. Suffix: An element appended to the end of a word that primarily determines its
grammatical part of speech and structural class (e.g., -able = capable of being,
forming an adjective).

Part B: Collocations (Lexical Partnerships)



42

Reading Comprehension_Dr. Chahira NASRI

Definition: A collocation is the natural, regular co-occurrence of
words that appear together with a frequency greater than random
chance.

Why it matters: Translating word-for-word from a native language
often results in unnatural "mis-collocations". For instance, a native
English speaker says make a decision, not take a decision, and
describes a problem as a controversial issue rather than a disputed

Reading Textl
The Architecture of Digital Deception

Many software developers intentionally design platform interfaces to maximize user
scrolling timelines. This structural choice frequently leads to systemic misunderstandings
between tech corporations and consumer advocacy groups. While corporations claim their
systems simply enhance connectivity, data shows that algorithms selectively promote highly
controversial content to drive ad revenue. When vulnerable users fall victim to this digital
design loop, they often internalize conflicting messages, leading to long-term digital

exhaustion and fragmented focus spans.

Practice 1: Structural Deconstruction (Word Parts)

Instructions to students: Isolate the prefixes, roots, and suffixes of the bolded terms from the
text to establish their structural definitions.

1. Misunderstandings
o Prefix: Mis- (Wrongly / Badly)
o Root: Understand (To grasp meaning)
o Suffix: -ing (Action/State marker) + -s (Plural marker)
o Literal Meaning: Wrong structural interpretations of a concept.

2. Intentionally
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o Prefix: In- (In/ Toward)
o Root: Tend (To stretch / Aim)
o Suffix: -tion (Noun state) + -al (Adjective marker) + -ly (Adverb marker)

o Literal Meaning: Done with a deliberate, directed purpose.

Practice 2: Lexical Classification (Collocation Tracking)

Instructions to students: Extract the target two-word collocations from the text and classify
them by their grammatical structural formulas.

1. Intentionally design

o Collocation Formula:Adverb + Verb

o Meaning: To build a product with a pre-calculated purpose.
2. Highly controversial

o Collocation Formula: Adverb + Adjective

o Meaning: Causing immense public disagreement or anger.
3. Conflicting messages

o Collocation Formula: Adjective + Noun

o Meaning: Contradictory pieces of information that create confusion.

Practice 3: Collocation Substitution Challenge

Instructions to students: Circle the correct, natural academic collocation partner to complete
each sentence. Do not translate word-for-word from your native language.

1. Tech companies try to the imagination of younger audiences.
o A)trap
o B) capture
o C) snatch
2. Theregulatory body decided to a formal emergency meeting to discuss data

privacy laws.
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o A)call
o B) make
o C)push
3. Algorithmic manipulation is the underlying
o A) reason
o B)cause

o C)source

Reading Text 2

of online polarization.

The Dynamics of Modern Hotel Reservations

44

Before arriving at a destination, consumers must navigate a complex digital

marketplace to execute a lodging reservation. Travelers frequently gather data on room rates

and amenities by comparing traditional travel agencies with modern Online Travel Agencies

(OTAs). This research phase can cause significant misconceptions regarding room

availability, as algorithms dynamically manipulate pricing based on user search history. While

direct booking channels claim to offer the lowest rates, third-party platforms often hide

unexpected service fees. To avoid these disadvantages, hospitality experts advise consumers

to communicate directly with front-desk staff before completing a payment. Ultimately,

understanding these automated booking systems allows travelers to optimize their budgets and

avoid unintentional errors during the transaction process.

Practice 1: Morphological Decomposition (Word Parts)

Instructions to students: Isolate the prefixes, roots, and suffixes of the underlined terms from

the text to establish their structural definitions.

1. Misconceptions

o Prefix:Mis- (Wrongly, badly, or incorrectly) + Con- (With or together)

o Root:Cept (From the Latin capere, meaning to take, seize, or hold in the mind)
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o Suffix:-ion (Noun-forming state suffix) + -s (Inflectional plural marker)

o Literal Meaning: Ideas or thoughts that are wrongly held or incorrectly formed
in the mind.

2. Disadvantages

o Prefix:Dis- (Away from, opposite of, or expressing a negative polarity)

o Root:Advantage (From the Old French avantaigne, meaning profit, benefit, or
forward position)

o Suffix:-s (Inflectional plural marker)

o Literal Meaning: Factors or circumstances that cause an unfavorable,

unbeneficial, or negative condition.

Practice 2: Collocation Breakdown

Instructions to students: Identify the structural formulas and operational meanings of the
bolded lexical partnerships in the text.

1. Gather data
o Structural Formula:Verb + Noun
o Operational Meaning: To systematically collect information, statistics, or facts
from various sources to make an informed choice.
2. Unintentional errors
o Structural Formula:Adjective + Noun
o Operational Meaning: Accidental mistakes or structural oversights made

during a technical process without deliberate intent.

Practice 3: Academic Collocation Substitution Challenge

Instructions to students: Circle the correct, natural academic collocation partner to complete
each sentence. Avoid literal translation blocks.
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1. Tosecure the best suite during peak holiday seasons, travelers should a

reservation several months in advance.

o

e}

e}

A) do
B) make

C) fill

2. Many luxury resorts

stays.

o

o

o

A) gather
B) catch

C) pick

data on guest preferences to customize their future

3. Hidden resort fees are a major

o

o

e}

A) drop

B) downside

C) disadvantage

for budget-conscious tourists booking online.

Practice 4: Vocabulary Matching & Syntax Quiz

Instructions to Students: Match the target vocabulary term or collocation on the left with its
correct contextual definition on the right. Write the letter of the correct answer in the space

provided.

Student | Lexical Item/ Letter | Academic Definition / Partnership Formula

Space Collocation

1. Gather data A A noun-forming morphological structure that
refers to incorrect ideas or thoughts that are
wrongly held in the mind.

2. Misconceptions B A conventional Adjective + Noun lexical
partnership meaning accidental mistakes made
during a technical operation.

3. Disadvantages C A functional Verb + Noun collocation that means
to systematically collect evidence, facts, or figures
from multiple sources.
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4, Unintentional D A common structural collocation used when
errors securing a room, table, or seat in advance (e.g., to
a reservation).

5. Make E A plural noun featuring a negative prefix (Dis-),
referring to factors or circumstances that cause an
unfavorable or unbeneficial condition.

Answer Key

=

C — Gather data is a Verb + Noun collocation for collecting information.

2. A — Misconceptions is a morphological noun meaning wrongly held ideas (Mis- +
capere).

E — Disadvantages uses a negative prefix to describe an unfavorable condition.

B — Unintentional errors is an Adjective + Noun combo for an accidental mistake.
D — Make is the mandatory, natural verb partner used to collocate with "a
reservation” (not do or take).

ok w
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Course: Reading comprehension Level: First year

Instructor: Dr. Chahira NASRI Academicyear:2025/2026

Lesson 9: Understanding Paragraphs, Topic Sentences, Main Ideas, and
Supporting Details

Learning Objectives
By the end of the lesson, students will be able to:

o Define a paragraph, topic sentence, main idea, and supporting details.

« Identify the topic sentence in a paragraph.

o Distinguish between the main idea and supporting details.

e Analyze the structure of a paragraph.

o Write a simple paragraph using an appropriate topic sentence and supporting details.

Pre-requisites
Students should be able to:
e Read short paragraphs.

e Understand basic sentence structure.
 ldentify key information in a text.

Key concepts
Concept Definition
Paragraph A group of related sentences that develop one central
idea.
Tobic Sentence The sentence that introduces the main idea of the
P paragraph.
. The most important message or central point of the
Main ldea paragraph.
Supporting Facts, examples, explanations, or descriptions that
Details develop the main idea.

Practice 1: Identifying Paragraph Components
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Instructions: Read the paragraph and answer the questions.
Paragraph 1

Many university students prefer studying in the library. It is usually quiet and free
from distractions. Students can also access books and academic resources easily. Furthermore,

the library provides a comfortable environment for concentration.

Questions

1. What is the topic sentence?
2. What is the main idea?

3. Underline the supporting details.

Suggested Answers

Topic Sentence:

Many university students prefer studying in the library.

Main ldea:

The library is a good place for studying.

Supporting Details:

Itis quiet.

It is free from distractions.

Books and resources are available.

It provides a comfortable environment.

Practice 2: Choosing the Best Main Idea

Read the paragraph and select the best main idea.
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Paragraph 2
Regular exercise has many benefits. It improves physical health, strengthens muscles,

and increases energy levels. Exercise can also reduce stress and improve mental well-being.

For these reasons, many people include exercise in their daily routine.

Options
A. Exercise requires a lot of time.
B. Exercise offers many health benefits.
C. Muscles are important.
Practice 3: Finding the Topic Sentence
Read the paragraph and identify the topic sentence.
Paragraph 3
First-year students often face challenges when they enter university. They must adapt
to new teaching methods and greater academic responsibilities. Some students also struggle

with time management. However, most students gradually adjust to university life.

Answer
First-year students often face challenges when they enter university.
Practice 4: Supporting Details Hunt
Instructions: Read the paragraph and complete the table.
Paragraph 4
Online learning has become increasingly popular. Students can access lessons from
any location. They may study at their own pace and save travel time. In addition, online

platforms provide a variety of educational resources.

How does it support the main idea?

Practice 5: Paragraph Analysis
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Read the paragraph and complete the chart.
Paragraph 5

Reading regularly improves language skills. It helps learners acquire new vocabulary
and develop grammatical knowledge. Reading also exposes students to different writing

styles. As a result, students become more effective communicators.

Topic sentence main ideas supporting details

Practice 6: Jumbled Paragraph Activity
Arrange the sentences to form a logical paragraph.
A. For example, it improves communication with people from different countries.
B. Learning English offers many advantages.
C. It can also create better educational and professional opportunities.
D. Therefore, many students choose to study English.
Practice 7: Writing a Paragraph
Instructions: Write a paragraph (5-6 sentences) about one of the following topics:
e My Favorite Hobby
e Benefits of Reading
e Using Technology in Education

e Healthy Eating

Students should include:

v Atopic sentence

v At least three supporting details

v A concluding sentence

References
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Course: Reading comprehension Level: First year

Instructor: Dr. Chahira NASRI Academicyear:2025/2026

Lesson 10: Mastering Paragraph Types
Lesson Objectives
By the end of this lesson, students will be able to:
« Differentiate between the four primary paragraph types used in academic prose.
 ldentify structural markers and transitional phrases unique to each paragraph type.
e Analyze how authors select specific paragraph models to achieve distinct rhetorical
purposes.
o Compose structurally sound paragraphs that align with academic writing conventions.
Pre-requisites
To engage effectively with this material, students must meet the following criteria:
e Linguistic Competence: A solid functional command of English sentence structure,

basic grammar, and core punctuation rules.
e Proficiency Level: A minimum baseline of lower-intermediate (CEFR B1) English

proficiency.
o Core Literacy: Prior exposure to the foundational concept of a paragraph (i.e.,
identifying a topic sentence and supporting details).
Theoretical Overview & Definitions
In academic and professional writing, paragraphs serve as the foundational building
blocks of communication. Writers organize thoughts into distinct patterns depending on their
rhetorical objectives. According to Bailey (2011), a well-constructed paragraph must maintain
unity, coherence, and a clear internal structure to guide the reader seamlessly through an

argument.Scholarship generally categorizes paragraphs into four major functional

classifications, each serving a unique communicative purpose (Langan, 2013).

1. Descriptive Paragraph
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Definition: A descriptive paragraph paints a vivid mental picture of a specific person,
place, object, or scene. It relies heavily on sensory details (sight, sound, smell, touch,
and taste) and spatial organization.

Academic Function: According to Savage and Shaftel (2007), description allows a
writer to ground abstract research concepts in concrete, sensory reality, allowing the

audience to visualize the subject matter clearly.

2. Narrative Paragraph

Definition: A narrative paragraph tells a story or relates a sequence of events. It is
organized chronologically (using time-based transitions) and features a distinct
beginning, middle, and end.

Academic Function: Folse et al. (2014) note that while narration is central to fiction,
academic writers utilize it to outline historical timelines, document case studies, or

illustrate sequential steps in laboratory procedures.

3. Expository Paragraph

Definition: An expository paragraph informs, explains, clarifies, or defines a specific
topic. It does not express personal opinions; instead, it breaks down complex
information using facts, statistics, examples, or cause-and-effect relationships.

Academic Function: Bramer and Sedley (1981) emphasize that exposition is the
absolute backbone of academic discourse, as it allows researchers to present objective

data, define technical nomenclature, and clarify abstract theories without bias.

4. Persuasive (Argumentative) Paragraph
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« Definition: A persuasive paragraph takes a definitive stance on a controversial issue
and attempts to convince the reader to agree with the writer's perspective. It relies on
logical reasoning, authoritative evidence, and the systematic refutation of opposing
views.

e Academic Function: Oshima and Hogue (2007) state that persuasion transforms a
student from a passive recorder of facts into an active scholar. It forms the core engine

of research papers, dissertations, and critical literature reviews.

Examples Paragraph Models

Example A: Descriptive Paragraph

The physical architecture of a modern university lecture hall is deliberately engineered
to optimize auditory delivery. At the base of the sloped, stadium-style room rests a polished
oak podium, illuminated by a sharp, overhead halogen spotlight. Rows of curved, slate-gray
desks sweep outward in a perfect semicircle, their smooth laminate surfaces reflecting the
glowing blue hues of student laptop screens. Heavy, sound-absorbing acoustic panels line the
high perimeter walls, dampening the subtle rustle of opening notebooks and clicking pens.
This precise spatial arrangement focuses all sensory attention directly forward, turning the

stage into a hub of concentrated academic environment.

Example B: Narrative Paragraph

The evolution of modern social media networks followed a rapid, sequential trajectory
over the opening decades of the twenty-first century. The process began in 2004 when a small
group of university students launched a closed campus networking platform, which quickly
expanded to the public sphere. Shortly thereafter, the introduction of smartphone technology

in 2007 shifted consumer access from stationary desktops to mobile interfaces. By 2012,
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platforms pivoted drastically toward algorithmic curation, replacing chronological feeds with
automated engagement loops designed to maximize user watch time. Consequently, what
started as a simple interpersonal directory transformed systematically into a multi-billion-

dollar global attention economy within less than fifteen years.

Example C: Expository Paragraph

Computational sociology utilizes large-scale data mining to identify structural shifts in
human communication patterns. Unlike traditional sociological methodologies that rely on
localized interviews, this digital approach extracts millions of public text interactions from
online platforms simultaneously. Researchers then apply automated sentiment analysis
software to categorize these data points into distinct emotional categories, such as anxiety,
anger, or solidarity. This methodology allows social scientists to map the real-time spread of
public reactions during global crises with unprecedented statistical accuracy, providing an

objective window into collective human behavior without relying on self-reported surveys.

Example D: Persuasive Paragraph

Academic institutions must ban algorithmic “infinite-scroll” software configurations
on student-facing learning management applications to protect cognitive performance. Data
from contemporary behavioral studies indicates that continuous scrolling eliminates natural
stopping points, forcing the human brain into a state of passive information consumption. This
constant processing overload hyper-stimulates dopamine production, which directly reduces a
student's working memory capacity and shortens their focus span during complex tasks.
While tech advocates argue that endless feeds offer unparalleled data access efficiency, the
verified cognitive cost to student retention proves that structured pagination is necessary to

preserve deep reading comprehension.
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Practice 1: Rhetorical Identification Challenge (Skimming Focus)

Instructions to students: Skim the two brief paragraphs below. Identify their paragraph type

based on their structural layout, transitions, and vocabulary.

Text 1:

To set up a secure digital profile, a user must complete three distinct phases. First,
navigate to the privacy configurations panel and select "multi-factor authentication." Next,
input a verified mobile number to receive an encrypted security token. Finally, record the

emergency backup recovery keys in a physical, offline notebook.

e Paragraph Type:

Text 2:

Implementing algorithmic feeds on educational websites is fundamentally unethical.
These predatory engagement loops are explicitly engineered to exploit subconscious human
vulnerabilities for financial profit. They intentionally disrupt sustained mental focus, fragment
long-term memory consolidation, and induce chronic digital fatigue among vulnerable

undergraduate cohorts.

e Paragraph Type: (Answer: Persuasive)

Practice 2: Sentence Scramble & Transition Logic

Instructions to students: The following sentences form a cohesive Expository paragraph, but
they are out of order. Rearrange them into a logical sequence (1 to 4) by identifying the topic

sentence and transition markers.
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e [\] A. For example, an individual checking a notification receives an unpredictable
mix of boring updates and exciting personal messages. (Sequence: 3)

e [\] B. This neurological uncertainty mimics the exact cognitive mechanisms found in
commercial slot machines. (Sequence: 4)

e [\] C. Social media platform architectures rely heavily on a psychological concept
known as "variable rewards"” to command consumer attention. (Sequence: 1)

e [\] D. This term describes a delivery system where rewards are given at irregular,

random intervals rather than fixed times. (Sequence: 2)
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Course: Reading comprehension Level: First year

Instructor: Dr. Chahira NASRI Academic year: 2025/2026

Lesson 11: Distinguishing between Literal and Implied Meaning

Lesson Objectives

By the end of this lesson, students will be able to:

o Differentiate between the explicit, surface-level dictionary definition (literal meaning)
and the unstated, context-dependent message (implied meaning/inference) of a text

e Decode contextual constraints, tone shifts, and situational markers that signal an
author is conveying subtext.

e Formulate logical inferences by combining explicit textual data with situational
schema to extract hidden authorial intent

Pre-requisites

Linguistic Competence: A strong, functional mastery of basic syntactic structures and
declarative statements in English.
Proficiency Level: Lower-intermediate to intermediate (CEFR B1/B2) English proficiency.

Key Concepts.

Literal Meaning (Denotation): The surface-level, explicit message of
the text. It is exactly what the words state according to standard
dictionary definitions. No reading "between the lines" is required.

* Implied Meaning (Connotation/Inference): The underlying message
that is not directly stated by the writer. It relies heavily on social
context, sarcasm, rhetorical nuance, and shared knowledge between
author and reader [Bader, 2007; Cutting & Fordyce, 2020].

Examples:to demonstrate how implied meaning shifts based on context.

Scenario A: The Unread Draft

The Text:"Your essay draft has an incredibly creative file name."”
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Literal Meaning: The name assigned to the computer document is highly imaginative.
Implied Meaning: The professor is subtly suggesting that the contentof the essay lacks depth
or that the file name is the only interesting thing about the submission.

Scenario B: The Group Project

The Text:"It is fascinating how your contributions always arrive exactly three minutes before
the final deadline.”

Literal Meaning: The speaker finds the arrival time of the work intellectually interesting.
Implied Meaning: The speaker is irritated by the teammate’s chronic procrastination and late

deliveries.

Practice 1: Identifying Literal Meaning
Read the sentences and decide whether the statement is True (T) or False (F) according to

the exact information given.

Sentences

1. Sarah arrived at school at 8:00 a.m.
o Sarah arrived before 8:00 a.m.

2. The library is open from Monday to Friday.
o The library is open on Sunday.

3. Tom bought three books from the bookstore.
o Tom bought three books.

4. The weather was rainy throughout the day.

o Itrained during the day.

Practice 2: Finding Literal Information in a Text
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Text

Ali loves football. Every Saturday morning, he goes to the local stadium with his friends.

They usually play for two hours before returning home.

Questions
1. What sport does Ali like?
2. When does Ali go to the stadium?
3. Who goes with him?

4. How long do they play?

Practice 3: Understanding Implied Meaning

Instructions

Read each sentence and choose the best inference.

1. Ahmed entered the classroom carrying an umbrella and shaking water from his jacket.

A. It is sunny outside.
B. It has been raining.

C. Ahmed is late.

2. Sara looked at her watch several times during the meeting.

A. She was interested.
B. She was probably impatient or in a hurry.

C. She forgot her watch.

3. The restaurant was empty even though it was lunchtime.
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A. The food may not be popular.
B. Everyone was eating there.

C. The restaurant was closed.

Practice 4: Literal vs. Implied Meaning

Read the sentences and complete the table.

Sentence

The lights were off, and nobody
answered the door.

Adam yawned several times during the
lecture.

Lina carried a suitcase to the airport.

Literal Meaning

The lights were off. Nobody
answered.

Adam yawned.

Lina had a suitcase.

Practice 5: Reading Passage (Literal and Implied Meaning)

Text

62

Implied Meaning

Nobody was probably
home.

He may have been tired or
bored.

She was probably
travelling.

Mina arrived at the bus station ten minutes late. She saw the bus pulling away from the stop.

She sighed, sat on a bench, and checked the timetable for the next bus.

Literal Meaning Questions

1. Where did Mina arrive?
2. How late was she?

3. What was the bus doing?

Implied Meaning Questions

4. Did Mina catch the bus? Why?

5. How was Mina probably feeling?

6. Why did she check the timetable?
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Pair Work Activity

Student A reads a sentence:

"The baby is sleeping."

Student B gives:

e The literal meaning.

e Animplied meaning.

Example:

e Literal: The baby is asleep.

e Implied: People should be quiet.

Practice: The Attention Economy

Instructions to students: Read the following passage carefully. Look for shifts in tone, choice
of modifiers, and situational contexts to discover what the author is implying without saying it
out loud.

The Lecture Hall Echo

Professor Vance walked into the lecture hall, looked out at the sea of glowing laptop
screens, and smiled warmly. "I am deeply comforted to see how intensely dedicated you all
are to studying the intricate details of human anatomy today," he announced. In the front row,
Sarah hurriedly minimized her clothing shopping tab, while a student behind her quickly
closed an online chess game. Professor Vance adjusted his projector slides and added, "Of
course, | am certain those open screens are purely being used to type comprehensive lecture
notes. After all, the final exam is only worth seventy percent of your total course grade, so
there is absolutely no reason to worry." He then opened his textbook and began to read aloud

in a low, flat voice, completely ignoring the hands raised in the back of the room.
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High-Density Practical Activities
Practice 1: The Subtext Extraction Matrix

Instructions to students: Complete the analytical matrix below by matching the explicit text
quotation with its true, implied academic reality.

What the Words Say

Explicit Quote from the Text What the Author Actually Means (Implied)

(Literal)
1."l am deeply comforted to see how The professor feels happy and He knows students are completely distracted by
intensely dedicated you all are..." safe seeing student behavior.  their screens and is being deeply sarcastic.

2."...the final exam is only worth seventy
percent... so there is absolutely no reason
to worry."

The exam carries immense structural risk;
students should be terrified if they are wasting
class time.

He is reading a book out loud He is frustrated by the lack of initial focus and
and did not see the students’  has decided to punish the class with an
hands. unengaging lecture.

A 70% exam is small, minor,
and nothing to stress over.

3.He read aloud in a low, flat voice,
completely ignoring raised hands.

Practice 2: Multiple-Choice Inference Challenge

Instructions to students: Choose the best analytical choice based on your reading of the

subtext.

Why did Sarah minimize her shopping tab when the professor spoke?

A) She finished buying her clothes and wanted to focus.

B) She realized the professor's praise was actually a warning that he knew students were off-
task.

C) Her laptop battery was running low.

Correct Answer: B

What does the author imply about the layout of a modern university lecture hall?

A) It is perfectly designed to help students memorize heavy textbooks.

B) It acts as a shield that allows students to hide distracting digital behaviors behind upright
laptop lids.

C) It encourages interactive, open debates between professors and front-row students.
Correct Answer: B

Practice 3: The ""Say What You Mean' Rewriting Task

Instructions to students: Take the final statement made by Professor Vance and rewrite it

completely in plain, literal language. Remove all sarcasm, irony, and subtext.
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Original Implied Statement:"Of course, | am certain those open screens are purely being
used to type comprehensive lecture notes. After all, the final exam is only worth seventy
percent of your total course grade, so there is absolutely no reason to worry."

Student Literal Rewrite Space:

Expected Student Response: "I know you are not taking notes on your laptops. You are
playing games and shopping. This is incredibly foolish because your final exam is worth most

of your grade, and you are going to fail if you do not pay attention right now."
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Course: Reading comprehension Level: First year

Instructor: Dr. Chahira NASRI Academic year:2025/2026

Lesson 12: Comparison and Contrast
Lesson Objectives

By the end of the lesson, students will be able to:

Recognize comparison and contrast patterns in texts.

Identify signal words used to compare and contrast ideas.
Distinguish similarities and differences between two subjects.
Complete comparison charts and Venn diagrams.

e Analyze and discuss information presented in comparative texts.

Pre-requisites
Students should be able to:
e Read short paragraphs.

o Understand basic sentence structure.
 ldentify key information in a text.

o Comparison focuses on similarities.
e Contrast focuses on differences.

Signal Words
o Similar: similarly, likewise, both, also, in the same waysimilarly, like, as well

o Different: however, unlike, whereas, on the other hand, in contrast, but, while,
in contrast

Practice 1

Example paragraph
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Both bicycles and motorcycles are used for transportation and have two wheels.
However, a bicycle is powered by human effort, whereas a motorcycle uses an engine. In

contrast to bicycles, motorcycles require fuel.

Comparison and Contrast Chart

Feature Bicycle Motorcycle
Wheels Two  Two
Engine No Yes
Fuel No Yes

Transportation Yes Yes

Practical Group Activity

Think-Pair-Share

Students work in pairs to compare and contrast one of the following:

e Online learning vs. classroom learning
e Catsvs. dogs

e Books vs. movies

e Summer vs. winter

Practice 1: Identifying Signal Words
Instructions: Underline the comparison or contrastsignal word.

Both football and basketball are popular sports.

Cats are independent, whereas dogs often seek more attention.
My sister likes tea; however, | prefer coffee.

Likewise, many students use technology for learning.

Unlike summer, winter is usually cold.

okhwhbE

Practice 2: Reading for Similarities and Differences

Text

Online Learning and Traditional Learning
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Online learning and traditional classroom learning both aim to help students acquire
knowledge and develop skills. Both require students to complete assignments and participate

in learning activities.

However, there are important differences between them. Online learning allows
students to study from any location and often provides greater flexibility. Traditional learning,
on the other hand, requires students to attend classes at a specific place and time.
Furthermore, face-to-face interaction is more common in traditional classrooms than in online

courses.

Questions
Similarities
1. What is one goal shared by both types of learning?

2. What activities do students do in both systems?

Differences

3. What advantage does online learning offer?
4. What does traditional learning require?

5. Where is face-to-face interaction more common?

Practice 3: Complete the Comparison Chart

Instructions: Complete the table using information from the text.

Online Learning Similarities Traditional Learning
Study anywhere Both help students learn Fixed location
Flexible schedule Both require assignments  Fixed timetable

Less face-to-face interaction  Both involve participation More face-to-face interaction
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Practice 5: True or False
Text

While bicycles and motorcycles are both means of transportation, they differ in several
ways. A bicycle is powered by human effort, whereas a motorcycle uses fuel. Motorcycles are

generally faster than bicycles. However, bicycles are cheaper and environmentally friendly.

Questions
1. Bicycles and motorcycles are both means of transportation.
2. Bothusefuel.
3. Motorcycles are usually faster.

4. Bicycles are more environmentally friendly.

Practice 6: Reading Comprehension
Text
City Life and Village Life
Living in a city and living in a village offer different experiences. Both places provide
housing, education, and opportunities for social interaction. However, cities are usually more
crowded and offer more employment opportunities. Villages, on the other hand, tend to be
quieter and less polluted. While city residents often enjoy modern facilities, village residents

may benefit from stronger community relationships.

Questions
Literal Understanding
1. What services are available in both places?
2. Which place offers more employment opportunities?

3. Which place is generally quieter?
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Comparison and Contrast
4. Name one similarity.
5. Name two differences.

6. Which place would you prefer to live in? Why?

Practice 7: Group Work

Instructions: Work in groups and compare:

e University life vs. Secondary school life
Homework
Find a short article or paragraph that compares two things.
Identify:
The subjects being compared.
Two similarities.

Two differences.
The signal words used.

RO E
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Course: Reading comprehension Level: First year

Instructor: Dr. Chahira NASRI Academic year: 2025/2026

Lesson 13: Understanding Coherence and Cohesion in Reading
Lesson Objectives
By the end of the lesson, students will be able to:

o Define coherence and cohesion.

e Recognize cohesive devices in a text.

e Identify how ideas are logically connected within a paragraph.
e Use contextual clues to follow the flow of ideas.

e Reconstruct a coherent paragraph from jumbled sentences.

e Analyze how cohesion contributes to reading comprehension.

Pre-requisites
Students should be able to:
e Read short paragraphs.

e Understand basic sentence structure.
e Identify key information in a text.

Key Concepts
Concept Definition

The logical organization and flow of ideas in a text, making it easy for
Coherence

readers to understand the message.

. The grammatical and lexical links that connect sentences and parts of a text

Cohesion

together.
Cohesive Words and expressions used to connect ideas, such as pronouns,

Devices conjunctions, repetition, and linking words.
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Type Examples
Addition and, also, moreover, furthermore
Contrast but, however, although, whereas

Cause and Effect because, therefore, as a result, consequently
Sequence first, next, then, finally
Reference he, she, it, they, this, these

Lexical Repetition repeating key words or using synonyms

Warm-Up Activity

Activity: Which Text Is Easier to Read?

Text A

Ahmed woke up late. He missed the bus. Therefore, he arrived late at university.
Text B

Ahmed woke up late. University. Bus. Late. Arrived.

Questions

1. Which text is easier to understand?
2. Why?

Practice 1: Identifying Cohesive Devices

Instructions: Underline the cohesive device in each sentence.

1. Lina studied hard; therefore, she passed the exam.

2. The library was crowded, but students found places to study.
3. Sarah bought a new laptop. It is very fast.

4. First, read the text. Then, answer the questions.

5. Many students enjoy reading. Furthermore, it improves vocabulary.

73
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Practice 2: Finding References
Instructions: Identify what the underlined pronoun refers to.
1. Ali bought a bicycle. It was expensive.
2. The students completed the project. They submitted it on time.

3. The university library is very large. It contains thousands of books.

Practice 3: Reading for Coherence
Paragraph

Learning English requires regular practice. Students should read texts frequently to
improve vocabulary. They should also listen to English audio materials. In addition, speaking
practice helps learners become more confident. Therefore, daily exposure to English can

accelerate language development.

Questions
1. What is the topic of the paragraph?
2. What cohesive devices are used?

3. How do the ideas connect logically?

Practice 4: Jumbled Paragraph Activity

Instructions: Rearrange the sentences to form a coherent paragraph.
A. Asa result, she felt confident during the test.

B. First, she reviewed her class notes.

C. Sara prepared carefully for her exam.

D. Then, she completed several practice exercises.

Correct Order

C—-B—->D—>A
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Practice 5: Cohesion Gap-Fill Exercise

Instructions: Choose the appropriate cohesive device.

Word Bank:
e however
o therefore
o first
e also
e because
1. , Students should read the instructions carefully.
2. Ahmed was tired; , he continued studying.
3. She passed the exam she studied regularly.
4. Reading improves vocabulary; , it develops critical thinking.
5. The roads were flooded; , many schools closed.

Practice 6: Identifying Coherence Problems

Instructions: Read the paragraph.

Paragraph

My favorite hobby is reading. Books can improve vocabulary. Yesterday it was raining.

Reading helps people learn new ideas. Many students enjoy reading novels.

Questions

1. Which sentence does not fit?

2. Why does it affect coherence?

Practice 7: Reading Comprehension

Text

Technology has changed the way students learn. Today, learners can access

educational materials online. They can watch lectures, download books, and participate in
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virtual discussions. Furthermore, technology enables students to communicate with teachers

more easily. As a result, learning has become more flexible and accessible.

Questions
Understanding Cohesion
1. What does "they" refer to?
2. ldentify two cohesive devices.

3. What relationship does "as a result™ express?

Understanding Coherence

4. What is the main topic?

5. How do the supporting sentences develop the main idea?

Practice 8: Paragraph Reconstruction

Instruction :Students work in groups. Each group receives mixed sentences from a paragraph.

Example:
e Many students use social media.
o Consequently, they can communicate quickly.
e Social media platforms are popular among young people.

e They can also share information easily.

Students must:

1. Arrange the sentences logically.
2. ldentify the cohesive devices.

3. Explain why the paragraph is coherent.

Writing Extension
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Task

Write a coherent paragraph (68 sentences) about:

The Importance of Reading

Requirements:

v One clear topic sentence

v At least three supporting details

v Four cohesive devices

v A concluding sentence

Homework

Choose a paragraph from a textbook or article and:

1. Highlight all cohesive devices.
2. ldentify the topic sentence.

3. Explain why the paragraph is coherent.
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Appendix: A

FIRSTTERMEXAMINATIONINREADING COMPREHENSION
Freshman Course

January 17th, 2022

TimeAllotted(1Hour)

LAST NAME FIRSTNAME GROUP | MARK/20

Instructions:Read the text then answer the questions.

Record wave of Covid-19infections propelled by the spread of the contagious Omicron
variant has cast a cloud over New Year’s celebrations around the world, with partygoers
urged to exercise caution in the face of soaring cases. Despite hopes that 2021 would mark a
return to normalcy after the pandemic shut down many celebrations last New Year’s Eve,
many cities
And countries either cancelled or scaled back planned festivities, while urging residents to
limit the size of their gatherings. London cancelled its official New Year’s Eve fireworks
display, butthrewalast-minutepartyontelevisionscreensacrosstheUK.AtmidnightBigBenrangin
the new year forth efirsttimesince2017afterarestorationoftheclocktowerabovetheHouses of
Parliament. NewYork’sTimes Square celebration will proceed even as infection rates in the
citysoartorecordhighs.Still,only15,000peoplewillbeallowedtoattendtheballdropevent,  which
typically attracts almost 60,000 from all over the world. Guests must bevaccinated and wear
masks to attend the out door event, though public health experts have questioned whether the
event should go ahead at all. The event was closed to crowds in 2020. Eric Adams will be

sworn in as the city’s new mayor at the Times Square celebration shortly after the ball drops,
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after cancelling his indoor inauguration party in Brooklyn due to the surge of cases.

In New York state, the Covid-19 infection rate is more than twice the US average, with
than 230casesper100,000 people,the highest since the start of the pandemic, according to
Fauci Lines stretching several city blocks have become a common sight outside testing
centres. Experts have cautioned against large gatherings, as the seven-day average of new
cases in the US soared to almost 350,000, its highest ever. San Francisco cancelled its
fireworks,whileAtlantacalledofftheGeorgiastatecapital’sannual“PeachDrop”. At a  White
House press briefing on Wednesday, Dr Anthony Fauci, Joe Biden’s chief medical adviser,
said that for those planning to attend large gatherings with “everybody hugging and kissing
and wishing each other happy NewYear— | would strongly recommend that, this year, we do
not do that”.

A Global Comprehension[3/3]

1. What does this newspaper article speak about?
2. What is Omicron?
3. Who is Dr. AnthonyFauci?

B.Detailed Comprehension[6/6]

1. Why should New Year's Eve 2022 partygoers be cautious?
2. What a rethe requirements to attend the balldropeventin NYC?
3. Is Mr. Adams the out going NewYork City Mayor?

4. In what way is Dr.Fauci with oragainst New Year'sEvecelebrations?

C. Lexis [3/3]

1. Synonyms: Find in the text words or phrases that closes to the following.
a. increasing= b. business as usual= c.widespread

disease=
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2. Antonyms: Find in the text words or phrases that are opposite in meaning to the following.

a.forbidden=/= b. indoor=/= c.usually=/=

D. Paraphrasing[2/2]

In no more than the space provided, explain the statements in your own words.

a. ThespreadofthecontagiousOmicronvarianthascastacloudoverNewY ear’scelebrations around
the world, with partygoers urged to exercise caution in the face of soaring cases.

b. At aWhiteHousepressbriefingonWednesday,DrAnthonyFauci,JoeBiden’schiefmedical
adviser, said that for those planning to attend large gatherings with “everybody hugging and
kissingandwishingeachotherhappyNewY ear—Iwouldstronglyrecommendthat,thisyear, we do
not do that”.

D.Cloze Text and Jumbled Sentences [6/6]

a. Fillin the gaps with words from the box[3/3]

epidemic-data-diseases- elderly-millions-pandemics
1 2 3 4 5 6

a. That's not the case during the worst influenza(1).

b. Seasonalfluepidemicsmaysicken(2),butthosewhodiearetypicallyasmallnumberof
the(3),very young children, and people with weakimmune systems.

C. Christine Pearson, a spokeswoman for the CDC, cautions that the definition of an influenza
epidemic doesn't apply to other (4).

d. The normallevel,orbaseline, isstatistically determined basedon(5)__ from past flu seasons.
e. The "epidemic threshold" is a certain percentage above what is considered normal for

that period.

f. The CDC's definition of a flu (6) ___ relatestothepercentageofdeathsinagivenweekcaused

by influenza and pneumonia.
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b. Re-order the statement in the grid below to make a coherent paragraph (do not rewrite

the statements). [3/3]
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The grading

Here are the answers to the comprehension exercise.
A. Global Comprehension [3/3]
1. What does this newspaper article speak about?

The article speaks about the impact of the Omicron variant of COVID-19 on New Year's Eve
celebrations around the world.

2. What is Omicron?
Omicron is a highly contagious variant of the COVID-19 virus.
3. Who is Dr. Anthony Fauci?

Dr. Anthony Fauci is Anthony Fauci, Joe Biden's chief medical adviser and a public health
expert.

B. Detailed Comprehension [6/6]
1. Why should New Year's Eve 2022 partygoers be cautious?

They should be cautious because COVID-19 cases, especially those caused by the Omicron
variant, were rising rapidly.

2. What are the requirements to attend the ball drop event in NYC?

People attending the event must:

e be vaccinated;
e wear masks.

3.Is Mr. Adams the outgoing New York City Mayor?
No. Mr. Adams is the incoming (new) mayor of New York City.
4. In what way is Dr. Fauci with or against New Year's Eve celebrations?

Dr. Fauci is against large New Year's Eve gatherings because he advised people to avoid
hugging, kissing, and attending crowded celebrations.

C. Lexis [3/3]

84
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1. Synonyms

a. increasing = soaring
b. business as usual = normalcy
c. widespread disease = pandemic

2. Antonyms

a. forbidden # allowed
b. indoor # outdoor

c. usually # rarely(This antonym is not directly mentioned in the text. If your teacher requires
words only from the text, there is no exact opposite given.)

D. Paraphrasing [2/2]

a.

The rapid spread of the Omicron variant created worry and uncertainty about New Year's
celebrations, and people were advised to be careful because the number of COVID-19 cases was
increasing quickly.

b.

During a White House briefing, Dr. Fauci advised people not to attend large New Year's
gatherings involving close physical contact, such as hugging and kissing, because of the spread
of COVID-109.

E. Cloze Text [3/3]
Word box:
epidemic — data — diseases — elderly — millions — pandemics

epidemics
millions
elderly
diseases
data
epidemic

ohkwbdpE

Completed sentences

a. That's not the case during the worst influenza epidemics.
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b. Seasonal flu epidemics may sicken millions, but those who die are typically a small number of
the elderly, very young children, and people with weak immune systems.

c. The definition of an influenza epidemic doesn't apply to other diseases.
d. The normal level is statistically determined based on data from past flu seasons.

e. The CDC's definition of a flu epidemic relates to the percentage of deaths in a given week
caused by influenza and pneumonia.
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Appendix B Mohamed Khider University of Biskra
Faculty of letters and languages
English Division

Second Term Exam Student’s full

Level: First year

In Britain and the USA, the 31st of October is an important date in the calendar,
especially for young children. It is the night of Halloween. The name comes from “All
Hallows Eve” .The word ‘hallow’ means ‘holy, saint’ and ‘eve’ means ‘the day or night

before an important day’ so it is the day before 15 November.

Before Christianity, the first of November (All Saints’ Day) was the first day of the year.
At this time, many people believed that bad spirits of the dead revisited their homes. They
also believed that other evil spirits like witches and demons were free, too. For this reason

they were scared and stayed at home.

However, nowadays it is a different
story. Today

children have lots of fun on Halloween.
They dress up as witches,
devils, black cats,

skeletons, vampires or

other scary characters.

With the help of their parents, children

make lanterns out of pumpkins (also


http://crafts.holidays.net/view_craft.php?id=12
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called jack o’ lanterns)

To make a pumpkin lantern you cut out the insides and then cut out two eyes, a nose and
a mouth in one side

of the pumpkin. Next, you put a candle inside the pumpkin and light it. Now you have a jack

o’ lantern; you can make the faces as frightening as you like!

Small groups of children dressed up as witches, black cats, etc go into the street and
knock on people’s doors. When a person opens the door, the children say “Trick or Treat?”
Most people usually say “Treat” and give the children some sweets or small change (some
money). However, if someone says “Trick”, then the children do something bad, for example,
they put dirty water on the windows or car, ring the doorbell and run away, repeatedly knock

on the window or throw flour on the floor... Water guns are very popular, too.

After spending the night Trick-or-Treating, the children go back home to eat the sweets.
Sometimes, groups of friends have parties, where they eat food in the form of Halloween
shapes, and play Halloween games. One game is called “Bobbing for Apples”. In this game
you have to pick up an apple with your mouth from a bowl of water, with your hands behind
your back (you can’t use your hands!). It’s very difficult and you get a wet face but you have

a great time!

1. Reading comprehension

Read the text carefully and answer the following questions:

1-Provide a title for the text

2- Answer the following questions (5pts)

a-What’s the meaning of the word
TRATLO 7. e e e e et et et ettt e et en e et e e eteee bt aeebeaen eeetbeeenreeenneas
b-Why was 1st November important in the

0L ] SR UPRORP PSRN
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c-What’s the name of the pumpkin with eyes, nose and

MOULNT. ...ttt e e sre e s areera

d-What do people give the children when they say  ‘Trick or
TIEAL™ 2.ttt et e

e-What do the children do when the people say
TTICK 2 et e et ettt ettt e sae et e e be b te b et be it enn et o

3-Find in the text words that are closest in meaning to: (2pts.)
Tomask=........ccoevvvviie e arclight=......c..coco e,
2. Mastery of the language

4.Complete the following sentences with the words below: (5pts)

a.costume- b. Ghost- c. Witch- d.spooky- e. Pumpkin- fjack o’ lantern- g. Zombie- h.

Monster-i. Make up- k. Vampire.

1- Halloween isa scary or .......cccccevvvennnnn. evening.
2- You Ccan put.......ccceevveennnnn, on your face to look more beautiful or look scary.
B s is a Halloween decoration made with pumpking.

4- If you can fly in the air with broomstick and do magic like Harry Poter, then you

5- People like to wear..........cccccevvveiiecrnnne. s during Halloween —clothes that change

how they look.

5. Read the passage carefully and fill in the gaps with the right words: (7pts)

It is a rainy night. Kate is ...........ccooviiiiiiiiiininn... alone watching TV on
the sofa. A thunder roars. The................ shakes the trees and hits the windows. “ |
hate storms” she says to.........ccovviiiiiiiiiiiniiinn in a whisper. She is thirsty so she
goes to the kitchen to drink some water. Suddenly, the.................... go out. Luckily,
there are some ....................... in the drawer. She lights two of them, drink her
water and comes back to the living room. There is a complete silence in the house. The
only sound she..................cooiiiinal comes from outside. It is the

....................... hitting the roof.
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The grading
Reading comprehension

1. Thetitle: Halloween
2. Answering the questions
a. It means holy (saint)
b.Because it was the first day of the year.
c. Jack o’ lantern
d. They give them sweets and small change.

e. They do bad things like ringing the doorbell and tun away....etc.
3. to mask=to dress up
Arc light= lantern
Mastery of the langauge
4.1/D

2/1

3/F/
4/C
5/A

5. home/ wind/herself/lights/candles/hears/ rain.
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Appendix C

Alaska Is Melting!

Alaska is disappearing slowly, but surely. It is estimatedthat since the 1950s, as much
as fifteen percent ofAlaska’s land area has disappeared. How can a wholestate be
disappearing? The problem is that Alaska’s glaciersare melting. The state has more than
100,000 glaciers. Theseglaciers account for about 75,000 square kilometers, or fivepercent, of
the state’s area. That is an area of land larger than Ireland!

According to a recent report by the US Geological Survey, ninty-nine percent
ofAlaska’s glaciers are either retreating or diminishing. This diminishing seems mainlydue to
the increase in global temperatures. Since the 1960s, the average year-roundtemperature has
increased by almost 3°C. Additionally, the average winter temperaturehas increased by over
6°C. Presently, an estimated 100 cubic kilometers of ice isdisappearing from Alaskan glaciers
every year. It may be even more in the near future,as some scientists predict that the average
world temperature could go up 4 to 7°C bythe year 2100.

Another problem facing Alaska is its thawing permafrost. Much of the land inAlaska
used to be permanently frozen or frozen for most of the year. Now, the thawingpermafrost is
causing a number of problems for people living in Alaska. Roads and utilitypoles are
collapsing as the ground around and under them warms and softens.Also, thehard permafrost
that originally prevented beaches from eroding during violent storms isnow melting. People
who live along Alaska’s coasts are being forced to relocate. For villageson small low islands,
one terrible storm could wipe out the entire community.The melting permafrost and
increasing temperatures are both affecting the forestsof Alaska. As the permafrost under the
forests melts, insects that normally do not turn upuntil the warmer seasons are appearing
sooner. The spruce-bark beetle, for example, isincreasing in numbers as a result of warmer
winter temperatures. It usually takes abouttwo years for these beetles to grow and reproduce
in very cold weather. However, due tothe increase in temperatures, spruce-bark beetles are
reproducing faster and damagingas many trees in one year as they previously damaged in two.
If something cannot be doneto change things, Alaska’s forests will not survive the turn of the
century.

Some scientists believe that human activity is linked to a global increase in
weathertemperature. Whatever the cause of rising temperatures may be, the fact remains
thattemperatures are warming, affecting Alaska for the worse. Horribly, this could be
apreview of what will happen to the rest of the world in the next century.

Choose the best answer.
1. What is the main idea of this reading? (1pt)

a. Alaskan trees are dying.
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b

C

d.

o))

o

c
d

6

. Warmer temperatures are affecting Alaska.
. Alaska has beautiful glaciers.
Alaskan villages must relocate.

. What do some scientists predict? (1pt)

. All of Alaska’s glaciers will melt and disappear in the next eight years.

. Spruce-bark forests will become extinct in Alaska by the year 2100.

. Global temperatures will start decreasing by the year 2100.

. Most Alaskan villages on the small surrounding islands will be wiped out.
. Normally, which is true regarding permafrost? (1pt)

. Itis frozen by glaciers. b. It may be frozen all year.

. It never freezes. d. It rarely freezes.

. Why are the forests in Alaska being destroyed? (1pt)

. More insects are attacking them.

. There is not enough land to live on.

. Spruce trees don’t grow well in the warmer weather and are dying.

. The water from the melting glaciers is drowning the trees.

. How could the events in Alaska be a preview for the rest of the world?(1pt)
. They show how a rise in global temperature could affect us negatively.

. They show how the environment is important for ecology.

. They show how ice is necessary to the Earth.

. They show how human activity can negatively affect the Earth.

\Write the letter of the word or phrase with the same meaning as theunderlined word.

(6pts)

a
b

C

. disappearing; lessening d. guessed by approximation
. mean; (X1+X2+X3)/3 e. all the time; not temporarily

. have babies f. being swept away; being destroyed
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1. It is estimated that Alaska is fifteen percent smaller than it used to be.
2. Onaverage, temperatures around the world have increased by 3°C.
3. Theland in Alaska used to be permanently frozen.

4. Because of the heavy rain this year, the nearby beaches are eroding.
5. That beetle doesn’t reproduce every year—only every two years.

6. Thediminishing glaciers are causing problems in Alaska.

7. Provide the synonyms/ antonyms of the following words from the text: (3pts)
Terribly nowadays

Decrease appeared

8. Underline the silent letters in the following words  (2pts)
School / ghost / boubt / castle / two /known / wrap /often

9. Choose the correct verb form in each sentence: (4pts)

R TV every night.
a. Watch b. watching c. am watching d. watched
2.8h€ i a letter right now.
a. write b. writing C.writes  e.iswriting
3.Last year, We ..ooueiii i, to Cannada.
a. go b. won’t c. went e. gone
4. Nextyear,hewill.......................onl. to UK.

a. travel b. travelled c. travels e. travelling
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The grading
Answers
1. What is the main idea of this reading? (1 pt)
b. Warmer temperatures are affecting Alaska.
2. What do some scientists predict? (1 pt)

The text says scientists predict that average world temperatures could rise by 4 to 7°C by
2100. Among the options, the closest answer is:

d. Most Alaskan villages on the small surrounding islands will be wiped out.
3. Normally, which is true regarding permafrost? (1 pt)

b. It may be frozen all year.

4. Why are the forests in Alaska being destroyed? (1 pt)

a. More insects are attacking them.

5. How could the events in Alaska be a preview for the rest of the world? (1 pt)

o))

. They show how a rise in global temperature could affect us negatively.

[op}

. Vocabulary Matching (6 pts)
Sentence Answer

1. It is estimated that Alaska is fifteen percent smaller than

it used 1o be. d. guessed by approximation

2. On average, temperatures around the world have

increased by 3°C. b. mean

3. The land in Alaska used to be permanently frozen. e. all the time; not temporarily

4. Because of the heavy rain this year, the nearby beaches f. being swept away; being
are eroding. destroyed

5. That beetle doesn't reproduce every year—only every

c. have babies
two years. v '

6. The diminishing glaciers are causing problems in a. disappearing; lessening
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Sentence

Alaska.

7. Synonyms / Antonyms from the text (3 pts)
Word Answer

Terribly (synonym) Horribly

nowadays (synonym) Presently

Decrease (antonym) Increase

appeared (antonym) disappeared

8. Underline the silent letters (2 pts)

e School — no silent letter

e ghost — h

e doubt—b

e castle >t

e two—oW

e known— K

e wrap —> W

e often — t (in standard pronunciation)

9. Choose the correct verb form in each sentence (4 pts)
1.1 TV every night.
a. watch

2. She a letter right now.

o

. is writing

w

. Last year, we to Canada.

c. went

D

. Next year, he will to the UK.

a. travel

Answer
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Final Answers at a Glance

AL

O D T QT

Vocabulary Matching

ok wdPE

D O ThDd® T QO

Synonyms/Antonyms

Terribly — Horribly
Nowadays — Presently
Decrease < Increase
Appeared < Disappeared

Silent Letters

ghost — h
doubt — b
castle — t
two — w
known — k
wrap — w
often — t

Verb Forms

oD E

watch

IS writing
went
travel
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Appendix D

The first term exam
Level : first year L Fullname :........................
Module : reading comprehension Group N...

The city of Tokyo, Japan is divided up into special areas. Many people are familiar
with famous wards such as Shibuya and Shinjuku. However, those are just two out of twenty-
three wards that make up the whole city of Tokyo. One ward on the west side of Tokyo is
named Suginami City. Visitors to Japan probably would not put Suginami very high on their
list of places to see. This is mostly a residential area, although there are some nice clothing
and antique stores there. Suginami boasts more than 300 city parks, in addition to three
metropolitan parks, and even the name of the city comes from the Japanese word for cedar

tree. Certainly the city is a pleasant place to live for its half a million residents.

However, in 2002, Suginami City had a big problem. Thieves were breaking into
houses all over the city and stealing things! In fact, in that year alone, more than 1,700 houses
were broken into across Suginami. That is a huge number of break-ins for a city of this size.
The police and officials in Suginami knew that something had to be done to curb all of the

crime in their area.

Finally, they came up with the idea of using flowers to curb crime in Suginami. City
officials encouraged residents across the city to plant flowers around their houses and along
streets, especially in places where thefts frequently occurred. The idea was that if people were
outdoors taking care of the flowers, they would be watching people come and go at the same
time. Thieves would be less likely to strike in areas where people were outdoors watching

things closely.
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Over the next few years, “Operation Flower” seemed to work surprisingly well. Just

two years after residents of Suginami began planting flowers on streets and in front of their
homes, crime in the city dropped eighty percent! Of course, the flowers can’t take all the
credit for the huge reduction in crime. The city also installed 200 security cameras around
areas with high incidents of crime. In addition, Suginami was able to recruit more than 9,000
volunteers to serve as crime-watchers across the city. Maybe one thing that helped them
recruit so many volunteers in the end was “Operation Flower.” Many of the volunteers
probably enjoy walking around their neighborhoods, admiring the flowers that have been

planted while they do their duty as crime-watchers.

Reading comprehension :

A. Provide a title fOr the teXt (2PtS)..eeeeeeeereirerreeereeierieeseeseessessssesssssssssnsscnsons

B.Choose the best answer : 1. What question does this reading answer? (1pts)

a. How did flowers curb crime? b. What kinds of flowers are popular there?

c. Who were the thieves in Suginami? d. Why was the crime rate in the city so high?

C.Answer the following questions : (6pts)

2. What can be assumed about Suginami

Y e

3. On average, how many break-ins occurred each month in Suginami in

20027,
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4. Which of the following was NOT a method used by Suginami City to curb crime?

a. Crime-watch volunteers b. More police officers

c. Security cameras d. Street gardens

D.Find in the texts words that are closet or opposite to : (4pts)
happended=.................. look after=.............oooiiii,

elevation\{ ...................... \ﬁrez ..............................

E. Fill in the blank with one of the following words. Change its form if necessary. (3pts)

Splitinto- break into- look for- take the credit from- divided up into- make at

1. All of our data can be four categories.
2. The detective for catching the gang of thieves.
3. They thought nobody could the bank’s safe, but someone did.

writing (4pts)

Write your own short paragraph by answering the questions below.

(1) When did you or your family have an experience growing plants? (2) What was the
most difficult thing about caring for the plant(s)? (3) What was the end result of

experience? (4) What,if anything, would you do differently next time?
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The grading
Reading Comprehension Answers
A. Provide a title for the text. (2 pts)
Flowers Help Reduce Crime in Suginami City
or

Operation Flower: Fighting Crime with Flowers

B. Choose the best answer. (1 pt)

1. What question does this reading answer?

a. How did flowers curb crime?

C. Answer the following questions. (6 pts)

2. What can be assumed about Suginami City?

It can be assumed that Suginami City is normally a peaceful and pleasant

residential area and that the high number of break-ins in 2002 was unusual.

3. On average, how many break-ins occurred each month in Suginami in 2002?

More than 1,700 break-ins occurred in one year.

1,700 + 12 = approximately 142 break-ins per month.
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4. Which of the following was NOT a method used by Suginami City to curb
crime?

b. More police officers

The city used:

« crime-watch volunteers,
« Security cameras,

. street gardens (flowers).

The text does not mention hiring more police officers.

D. Find in the text words that are closest or opposite to the following. (4 pts)

Word Answer

happened = Occurred

look after = care for (taking care of)

elevation = drop (opposite)

fire = recruit (opposite of dismiss/fire from a job)

E. Fill in the blanks with the correct expressions. (3 pts)
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1. All of our data can be divided up into four categories.

2. The detective took the credit for catching the gang of thieves.

3. They thought nobody could break into the bank’s safe, but someone did.

Writing (Sample Paragraph) (4 pts)

Last year, my family decided to grow some tomato plants in our garden. It
was my first experience taking care of plants. The most difficult thing was
remembering to water them regularly and protecting them from insects. After a
few months, the plants produced many tomatoes, and we were very happy with
the result. Next time, | would learn more about gardening and use better

methods to protect the plants from pests.

This paragraph answers all four questions:

1. When? — Last year.

2. Difficulty? — Watering and protecting the plants.

3. Result? — The plants produced tomatoes.

4. What would you do differently? — Learn more about gardening and

protect the plants better.
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