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Abstract

This study aims to analyze the role of independent administrative authorities in consumer
protection in light of contemporary economic and technological transformations, which have
revealed the limitations of traditional mechanisms based solely on civil liability and criminal
sanctions. The research is built around a central question concerning the legal nature of these
authorities, their position within the institutional system, and the extent to which they
contribute to effective consumer protection through preventive, deterrent, and remedial
mechanisms. The study adopts a descriptive—analytical approach based on the examination of
relevant legal and regulatory texts, as well as a body of previous studies that have addressed
administrative regulation and consumer protection in Algerian legislation. The findings
indicate that independent administrative authorities represent a modern tool for market
regulation, combining relative independence with technical expertise and enabling swift
intervention through their regulatory, supervisory, and sanctioning powers. However, their
effectiveness remains contingent upon the clarity of their competences, the guarantee of their
members’ independence, the provision of adequate resources, and the strengthening of
coordination with the judiciary and consumer protection associations. The study recommends
developing the legislative framework governing these bodies, reinforcing their
awareness-raising and communication roles, and drawing on comparative experiences to
ensure more comprehensive consumer protection and enhance trust in the market.
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Independent administrative authorities; consumer protection; administrative regulation;
economic regulation; contractual balance; competition; digital economy; civil liability.






