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This study centers on the grounds of justification in the penal code, which
consist of the circumstances that intervene in a prohibited act and transform it into a
lawful and legitimate act. These grounds not only exempt the offender from
punishment but also strip the act of its criminal nature, thereby eliminating both
criminal and civil liability. Furthermore, this effect extends to include the principal
offender as well as the accomplice.

Moreover, the law cannot, on one hand, command or authorize the execution of
an act, while the legislature, on the other hand, imposes a punishment for a similar
act. What the law commands is a duty and an obligation imposed upon a person to
execute. Conversely, what the law authorizes is an act granted to a person as a right,
provided that its exercise is not exceeded or taken outside the scope of justification.

Additionally, the law has granted individuals the right to use legitimate self-
defense (lawful defense), which is defined as the necessary force to repel an imminent
and unlawful danger threatening life or property, whether for oneself or for another, in
accordance with specific regulations and conditions for self-defense.

Furthermore, the state of necessity is that situation in which a person finds
themselves compelled to commit a crime in order to avert an imminent and grave
danger threatening themselves or someone else.

Accordingly, self-defense is exercised against an unlawful act committed by an
aggressor; in contrast, the state of necessity is often directed against an innocent
person who is not guilty of any wrongdoing, which sometimes leads to differences in
civil compensation rulings.

Keywords: Grounds of Justification, Penal Code, Criminal Liability, Self-Defense,
State of Necessity, Lawful Act, Accomplice.



