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THESoviet leaderdhip got the information about the begiming of
military actions in the Middle East at the smme time &a you got it.
We take all possible messures to clarify real state of atfeira in

that reglon, since the information from thera is of a contradictory .

nature. We fully share your concern about the conflagration of
the sltustion in the Middle East. We pepeatedl imted in the pest
to the dangerous situation in thet ares. i P

- We are consldering now sz weil &8 you do, pomﬁiuabapitaba

token. Wa hope soon to contact for
of ong. ™ you egein poegible coordination
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Source: The National Security Archive, U.S Department of State, op.cit.
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE
Operations Center | :

MIDDLE EAST TASK FORCE
Situation Report #18

Situation Report in the Middle Bast as of 1800 EDT,{Oct.10,J1073

October 10 was a day of | . sparring and regrouping on
the ground, with nost of the agtion in the air. On the ,
Golan Heighis, Israeli forces consolidated positions on the
1867 cease~fire line. Israecl c¢laimed that al-Quneitra h§d
bean a+ least turned inte a no-man's land. The Syrian air
force, perhaps including Iragl planes, was unusually active.
According to Israel,the Syrians lost 18 aircraft fighting
IDF forces along the border with a loss of only one israell
aircraft, The IAF attacked Damascus Internaticnal Alrport
and conducted repeated attacks against the power station

in northern Syria as well as the refinery at Homs, The
German, Swedish and Dutch Drbassies at -Damascus were re-
ported to be evacuabing dependents.

The Egyptian air force was inactive. At the end of the
day, Egyptian ground forces wone positioned on a line 8
kilbmeters east of the Canal, in some places bulging o
10 kilometers. According to Ieraeli sources the IDF
repulsed Egyptian forces attempting to turn south below
duez. Israeli aircraft hit Port Said defenses again
heavily, as well as targets slsewhere in Egypt.

Greek, Israell and our intelligence all-reported an . i
airlift of AN-12's to Aleppe (the Israelis claim 16
flights). The Israelis speculate the main carge is
missiles. There wexe also press reports that a’ Boeihd
707 with Tsraeli markings was loaded with missiles and
bombs in Noxfolk October 10.

Jordan announced mobilization, but the King to}d us this '
was a psychologlcal act. anbassador Brown delivered a

copy of Allon's warning re Jordanian involvement tc’the*

King and Prime Minister. AL 11:00 P.M. Joxdanian time

the Prime Minister phoned to say ‘the situation was .

increasingly critical. He is still trying to resist the

demands of the Egyptians and Syrians that Jo;dan enter

the battle immediately, but thinks the King 18 weakening.

(* 5:00 p.m. EDT)

SECRETﬁEXDIS
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SECRET/EXDIS ' 2,

He 1s reportedly finding it particularly difficult to
turn down an urgent Syrian reguest for tank transporters,
needed to transport the Iraqi armored division to the
Syrian ?ront. The Prime Minister asked that the U.5. do
everything possible in the next few hours to calm the

iy Situation in the Middle East, '

RIS

e

Saudi .Minister of Petroleum Yamani has reportedly told

the oil companies that if thé U.S. makes a misstep

during the present hogtilities-~i.e., such as resupplying
Israel--Saudi Arabia will immediately reduce 0il production
from @ to 7.5 million barrels per day, and a further 5%
over specific intervals until U.S. policy changes.

S, AN

ke st

APTROVED. BY: ‘ . ;

DEPUTY DIRECTOR TCR OPEKATLONS

et i s

SECRET/EXDIS < ¥
. 3 ' t

Source: The National Security Archive, U.S Department of State, op.cit.
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T UNOBIS
P e e *44}k; >> :EEZQaJ
£,0, 11652 = XGDS-1 _ :
TAGS: . PFOR, SA- ' Qm\ 0$ @“'CEFD
SUBJECT: . MESSAGE. TO THE xzwe FROM THE SECRE ARY . .
FOR THE " CHARGE FROM THE SECREIARY it -;_ S ‘_'   F}#’::«J

. ' PLEABE' PASS FOLLOWING PLRSONAL WESSAGE FRDN THE &vf YP”
GECRCTP?Y IO KIHG FAIS@L'_ : - :

2. BLCI” TVXT“
'_;YOUR HAJE ry-

. 1 WANT TD SHQRE UITH YOU AS A FRIEND AND LN THE
_QPIRIz OF “THE CLOSE AND IHTIMATE- RLTATIONSHIF THAT -EXISTS -
BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND SAUDI ARABIA, QUR ADSESS-
"MENT - OF THE CURRENT SITUﬁVION AS - WE SEE IT. '

- THE - BLuGDa%"“ COﬁf;%UES HLTH BSTANTIAL' CSSES LON -
BOTH SIDES- I WANT YOU TO KNOW THﬁT IN THE LAST THREE
DAYS 1 ‘HAVE MADE A MAJOR DIPLOMATIC EFFORT TO DEVELOP A

. COHSENSYS UHICH WOULD HAVE BRUUGHT AH END TD THE :
HOSTILITIES ON'THE BASIS OF THE PRESENT DISPOSITION OF

- FORCES, UN "ORTUNATELY, THFRE DOES 0T APPEAR T0 BE A-

_DESIRE ON-EITHER SIDE TO 'STOP THE BLOBDSHED AT [

‘-ﬁND DJR FFFDRT HAVE NOT SGCCLFDFD,' IN ? 15 O

UulON TD COOPEQATE AS MUuCH ﬁS YE ALL WOULD HPUE DESiR =D
Ik THE FFFORT TO TERMINATE 'THE HO*TILITIE%

: IN ADDITIUN YOUR MAJESTY,- THE: SOVIFIS HAVE TAhEW
AHE lNITIATIVE I% LAUNCHING A MASSIVE AIRLIFT OF ARMS.

. THEY ARE OBVIOUSLY SEEKING TO EXPLOIT. THE SITUATION TG
CTHEIR OWN- ADVANTAGE IN THE ARAB HORLD. OUR INTELLIGERCE
IRDICATES THAT THE NUMRER OF FLIGHTS IN THEIR AIRLIFT ..
}HA REACAED 208 ‘AS OF 'THE MOMENT:  IN THESE CIRCU@STANCES

NOT TQ BE ‘IEPRODUCED W)TH%}UT»T?‘E@ AUT‘%OR!ZAHON OF 1HE EXECUTIVE SELRLTARY
i .
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SECRET .
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L VEHAD HO_AL ERNATIVE BUT TO BEGIN QUR QN ATRITFT, - .
: IT "I“-"‘;E'._V__‘QUM;L‘.{"'IMPORTANT TFO-NOTE THAT IT WaAS ONLY AFTER \ -

o AHE SOVIET SUPPLY EFFORT MAD REACHED MHSSIVE PROPORTIONS
- THAT OURS BEGAY., - R ‘ R
- oo 1 HOPE, YOUR MAJESTY, YOU WILL UMDERSTAND THAT OUR
AIRLIFT ‘IS NOT 1NTE? #S ANTI-#RAB, 1T BECAME
INEVITABLE -WHEN THE SOVIETS MOVED TO TAKE ADVANTAGE
- OF THE SITUATION INSTEAD OF USING THEIR INFLUENGE :TO
WORK FOR A CEASEFIRE WHICH WOULD EWD THE FIGHTING AND. -
- ~'IT BECANE ‘RECESSARY IF WE ARE TO REMAIN IN A POSITION

0 USE OUR-INFLUENCE T0 WORK FOR A4 JUST AND LASTING -
CPEBCES G . ot o SRRV S

©_1VANT TO ASSURE YOU THAT
CEASEF

AS SODN AS AN EFFECTIVE
1 ouR Al

IRE ‘HAS BEEN ACHIEVED, WE ARE PREPARED T0 STOP -
RLIFT PRONPTLY PROVIDED THE SOVIETS DO THE SAME,.
I HOPE, YOUR MAJESTY, THAT IN OUR COMMON INTERESTS,

~ YOU WILL MAXE EVERY EFFORT TO SHARE WITH. YOUR ARAB.
- BROTHERS THIS EXPLAWATION OF OUR PRESENT ACTIONS, j

SINCERELY,

b . HENRY A, KISSINGER.

¢ ENDTEXT: , Lt ,

. 3. CHARGE SHOULD DELIVER THE MESSAGE AT THE OPENING OF
BUSINESS LOCAL TIME MONDAY, OCTOBER 15, FABLIER PE-

“ LIVERY 1S 40T REQUIRED OR DESIRED, PLEASE TNFORM WHEN
DELIVERY COMPLETED.  KISSINGER . -
BT . :

© DRAFTED BY: NBA:JJSISCO- -~ ' . . LCEL
" APPROVED BY: THE SECRETARY. -

: jr"yﬁg:‘xr ‘,
CSEGRL

. NOT TO BE REPRODUCED WITH

Source: The National Security Archive, U.S Department of State, op.cit.
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Armed Shipments tosIsrael

1.
with the Air Force and JCS logistics people, it
appeared that we had.inadequate,information on
precisely what DOD had approved for delivery .to
Israel, what had, in fact, been shipped, what the
priorities were with regard to future shipments,
and what problems existed of eguipment availability

Based on discussions which we had on Sunday

or other logistics. . As a result one of my staff
(an Air Force Colonel, who is a menber of the Ex-
change Program) was placed in the J-4 Logistics
Readiness Center (LRC), which is the point from
which the entire operation is being run.

2. It quickly became apparent that he could
serve as a useful point of liaison and, in fact,
was able to assist the DOD in getting rapid clear-
ance on some urgent messages. He was, i

in addition,
able to identify some emerging. problem areas, as
as give us a quick f£ix on the supply status
Attachment A).

well
(see

3. Unfortunately, about one am he was pre-—
maturely invited out. S6 far as we can tell, and
the picture is murky, this looks as if it is related
to internal DOD jurisdictional disputes, including
ISA's prerogatives. (I cannot, however, exclude
the possibility that DOD is not overly anxious for
you to have a detailed up-to-the-minute picture of

[ the supply operation. Another less sinister

Ul e/ 44ad

fotivation may be concern for security.)

4. T believe I can straighten this out by
talking with Bob Hill or, failing this, with
s ¢ésinger's office, but I would like to be in a
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position to make it clear that you want to be kept

currently abreast of the supply picture. (Incidentally,

our people were instructed, and would continue to be
instructed, to keep out from underfoot while, at the
same time, being available to assist Defense in any

way they can.)

RECOMMENDATION.

That I indicate to POD that to facilitate
solution of the political aspects of their logistics
problems and as a means of keeping you currently in-
formed we would like to have a member of our staff
available in the LRC during the current emergency.

A H I
Approve ﬁﬁ(
Disapprove -
Date

P

TOP SECRET/NODIS
Drafted: PM/SWweiss/oc/10/15/73/ext. 29022
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3 Arms Shipmenfs to Israel

" 1. pProblem Areas

a. Supply Availability. We are told that
in various categories supplies .are running short, in
part, due to the draw-downs required for Viet-Nam. As a
result some stocks from the European theater, primarily
the FRG, are being moved to Tsrael. Based on a quick
survey, I do not think this should pose insuperable
problems; we have drawn down men and materials from
Furope in the past. So long as we provide assurances
as to eventual replacements and touch the appropriate
bases, this probably means checking with Brandt, since
most of the material will come from the FRG, and with
Apndy Goodpaster, this should be doable. However, I N

should note that the Egyptians made a demarche to the @l)
FRG this morning protesting movement of U.S. war ma- A
terials from West Germany to Israel. ' LR
b. Flights Scheduled. - DoD has. scheduled four "
C-5 and twelve C-141 flights per day. According to JCS -
logistics people, we are told that some 25 thousand tons ‘}3

of supplies have been approved for shipment. At the rate

of flights noted previously, this would take approxi-

mately 28 days to deliver. We have asked DoD to check .
into the question of what represents the limiting parametersj
in the event a decision were made to step up deliveries. U
(We suspect it is Israel's ability to absorb the equipment /NJ
at the other end, but Defense is checking.) A line of
communication is being established (there are currently

ten ships under Israeli charter in or near US ports) which
will, over time, relieve pressure on air lift requirements,
but it is not clear to us how rapidly this will occur.

¢. Refueling. We were told late yesterday that
the facility at Lajes would be over-taxed, as the flow of
outbound aircraft begins to mix with the flow of return
flights from Israel, and as both begin to put demands on
refueling and ground handling. We were asked to check

TOP SECRET/NODIS
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out the availability of Torrejon in Spain and
Mildenhall in England to see whether they would
accept empty aircraft for refueling, returning

to the United States from Israel. In conjunction
with Walt Stoessel we drafted a message to London
requesting agreement on use of -Mildenhall, only to
learn that ISA wanted us to hold up pending further
review of the refueling requirement within DOD. &as
of this morning, that is where this matter stands.

‘2. Status of Deliveries
Alrcraft

To date, 16 F-4 Phantoms have been
approved for transfer to Israel. - Several were provided
from McDonnell Douglas' production, but the majority
were withdrawn from USAF operational units. Thus far,
12 have already been delivered.to the Israelis and 4
are enroute., Twelve additional F-4s are being prepared
for delivery, but final transfer authority has not yet
been received.

A total of 30 A-4 Skyhawks has been approved
for transfer. These aircraft are all available in the
United States, but a delivery problem exists. The A-4
has an air refueling capability, but airborne tanker
aircraft in sufficient numbers and at the required
locations enroute are unavailable., The most serious
problem, however, is a lack of gualified U.S. pilots
to fly the A-4s. The U.S. Navy no longer has the
A-4 in its active inventory (only the Reserves have
the A-4), and most gualified Marine Corps A-4
pilots are deployed in the Western Pacific. There
are reports that the Israelis suggested shipping
the aircraft by surface, but Defemse is trying to
work out a plan for air delivery. The situation is
currently unresolved. This project has been given
a high priority.

Missiles

The Israelis viewed the delivery of
AIM-9 Sidewinder air-to~-air missiles as their second

TOP SECRET/NODIS
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highest priority; 200 of these heat-seeking missiles
were approved for transfer and all have been delivered .
to Israel.

The SHRIKE air-to-surface missile was also
approved for transfer as the Israelis' fourth high~-
est priority item. Presently there -are 46 of these
anti~-SAM radar missiles enroute via airlift.

Anti-Tank Weapons

A number of TOW missiles and launchers
has already been delivered. The Israelis also have
had 16,000 LAWs now in the airlift system enroute
to Israel. This weapon, less sophisticated than the
TOW, was afforded the Israelis' third highest priority.

Artillery Projectiles

The Israelis have reguested both 175
and 105 mm. projectiles; currently, 504 rounds of the
larger 175 mm. weapons are enroute via airlift. A
potential problem may exist in this area, since the
175 mm. projectile consists of several components:
the actual round itself, a separate propellent
assembly, fuze, etc. Defense is attempting to en-
sure that enough of the various components arrive
within a reasonable span of time.

Miscellaneous

Several aircraft sub-components
"auxiliary" equipment items have been given a high
priority by the Israelis. For example, of a list
of over 100 priority items, they have designated the
370~gallon external F-4 wing tank as priority number
six. At this time, 80 tanks are enroute via airlift.
Moreover, externally-mounted racks for the F-4 and
A-4 are needed; 100 racks for the A-4 have already
been delivered.

General
Defense reports that the Israelis have

constantly shifted their prorities as their requirements

TOP SECRET/NODIS
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WP EMBASSY JIDDA " 16 OCT 73 Z16 29
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 9211
BT

SECRET JIDDA 4549

NORIS

E.0. 11652: GDS : ;
TAGS: PSOR, SA, XF ;
SUBJ: US ARMS TO ISRAEL: SAUDIS SORROWFUL; KING MAY SEND

ANOTHER MESSAGE

REF: JIDDA 4543

. IN DISCUSSIONS. WITH EMBOFF OCT 16, DEP CHIEF OF ROYAL
DIWAN MANSOUR KHURAJI INDICATED THAT THERE WIGHT BE )
FURTHER COMMUNICATION FOR USG FROM SAG THOUGH NO INDICATION
OF WHAT OR WHEN.

i Aa e e iaimn v

2. EMBOFF REPORTS ALSO, THAT ON BASIS DISCUSSIONS WITH
KHURAJI AND OTHER SAG OFFICIALS, SAUDS EMPHASIS NOT SO

MUCH THAT US AT FAULT BUT MERELY THAT DIRECTION THINGS NOW
HEADING PROMISE LITTLE BENEFIT EITHER FOR US, OR FOR ANY-
ONE ELSE IN ME., HE TOLD BY GOOD SOURCE THAT AT RAMADAN

PARTY NIGHT OF OCT 15 (WHICH INCLUDED VARIOUS PRINCES AHND
DIWAN FIGURES), THERE WAS NO VISIBLE ANGER AT US ANNQUNCE=-
MENTS, BUT RATHER GFNITNF EXPRESSICH OF SORROW THAT USG

MOVE HAD SET COURSE FOR INEVITABLE DIVERGENCE OF INTERESTS
OF US AND SAG.

3. "MORE IN SORROW THAN IN ANGER™ ATTITUDE EVIDENT ALSO
IN MANNER OF PRINCE NAWWAF AND ROYAL COUNSELOR PHARAON
WHEN KING'S LETTER (REFTEL) PRESENTED. DURING READING OF
LETTER, PHARAON REMOVED HIS GLASSES AND COVERED HIS FACE
WITH HANDS IN GESTURE OF ANGUISH. WOULD GUESS FRCM ABOVE
TH1S REPRESENTS OFFICIAL ATTITUDE: DIE-HAS BEEN CASTs

IT CBVIOUS SAG DOES NOT EXPECT POSITIVE REPLY TO FAISAL'S
LETTER, WHICH WOULD BE ONLY WAY, FROM SAG POINT OF VIEW,
FOR US/SAG TO GE] BACK ON SAME TRACK. AKINS

SECRE

NOT TO BE REPRODUCED WITHOUT THE AETHORIZATION OF THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY

Source: The National Security Archive, U.S Department of State, op.cit.
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Résumé en francais

Il a été le résultat de la Seconde Guerre mondiale que les Etats-Unis a
émergé comme un nouveau pole mondial ont la capacité d'influencer les affaires
politiques internationales, en particulier au Moyen-Orient, qui est une zone
vitale du monde moderne, en raison de sa géostratégique et des avantages
¢économiques énormes, ou la race a la sensation aux Etats-Unis la nécessité de
les controler.

En conséquence, l'administration américaine a lutt¢ pour résoudre les
problémes du Moyen-Orient en particulier la question du conflit israélo-arabe,
en vertu du prétendu son principe dans le réglement des différents et des
conflits, qui ont contribues d'une facon ou d'une autre a soutenir I'entité sioniste
au détriment des Etats arabes en Juin 1967, ou a joué un réle trés importont et
D'assures dans la supériorité israélien soutien avec le politique et le soutien avec
le militaire, donnant son allié Israél la victoire.

Les Etats-Unis a aussi joue un role en particulier dans la guerre d'Octobre
1973, il est venu a l'aide d'Israél, car il a fallu leur fournir des €quipements
militaires modernes, donc étre mis en place pour le transport aérien pour un pont
des armes directement des Etats-Unis et en Europe pour les champs de bataille,
et donc Israél est sauvé de la défaite certaine, et a perdu la victoire inévitable des
Etats arabes , qu'il allait changer 1'équilibre du pouvoir au Moyen-Orient, Isra€l
et forcé de se soumettre a la volonté internationale.
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