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THE SECRETARY OF STATE

WASHINGTON
August 20, 1957
'\\‘
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT i
" THE WHITE HCUSE <
On the 8rrian matter, 1 think it Gnportant that you avoid any kl

statement or implication that you have as yvet determined that Syria
is now “"controlled by International Communism" within the meaning
of the Middle East Resolution, On the other hand, I would avoid any
statement that you think it is pot so controlled. The situation is still
confused. There is a tight censorship. Our Embassy is virtually
blockaded and we cannet yet male a clear political judgment as to
the actual extent of Communist penetration.

For your confidential informaticn, Ambassador Moose, who is
here in Washington, feels it possible that the change has not been as
areat as aopears on the surface, and thal the Leftist take-over is not
vet complete,

I think it important that you should say nothing which would en-
courage Israel, for example, to stimulate an incident with Syria on
the theery that we have judged Syria to be Communist controlled, ©On
the other hand, we would want to keep {reedom of action to make such
ks Hifesander, certain cgntingencies. We would like to keep the
Syrian Goveérhment uncertaln as o cur intentions.,

I suggest that the line to take is that recent charges against the
United States have been a smokescreen for anti-Weslern and pro-Soviet
elements to seek to strengthen their control in the government, There
is evidence in Syria of the development of a dangerous and classic pattern,
The Scviets {irst promise and extend ald, military and/or economic,
With this aid they promote the control of any positions by pro-Soviet
persons. ‘The end result sought 13 that the country will fall under the
cgntrol of International Communism and become a Soviet satellite,

10se destinies are directed from Moscow. All of this is under a

kesereen of {alse charges that others are conspiring, e.q., the

ed States. Q02894 |

B

Authority %&uj_ﬁ}ﬂ’ 2

Oy A it one L 2bo7
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We do not yet know now far along this pattern Syria has yet
gone, but certainly what has already happened is a sign of danger

and should be a warning to others wno are sought to be lured by the
Communist tachniqua.

The Middle East, 2s we know, has racently become a prime
target of Communist aspirations. The Soviet and Chinese Communists
have sought every opportunity to promote instability and disunity in
this area. We are following with concern developments in Syria as
they affect the psace, tranquillity and prosperity of the area.

John ¥oster Dulles
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thencao

FROM: 2eirus S:143 p.m.
TO: Secretary of State
HO: 563, Auvgust 28, 9 p.m. (SECTION ONE OF THREE)

FROM HENDERSOU

1y
and tonk me direcrtly Forelgn Office wmeet Foreign Minister
then visit Prime Minister Sami Solh for brief mecting

PSRN NEoRes & () JB 1 Mo, (. ) S R
Control: 18037
Rec'd: August 28, 1957

arrived Beirue 11 a.m. Ambassador Heath met me airpors

o Fresident Chamoun for more detailed conversacion.
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July 16, 19&8

MEMORANDUM OF CONTERENCE WITH THE PRESIDENT
JuWy 14, 1958

Othera pregafm: Congressional leaders (list attached]
The ¥Yice FPresident, Secretary Dualles,
Assistant Svcretary Macomber, Secretary
Andergon, Mr. Atlen Dulles, Governor
ﬁ:% Adarm3s, General Persons, Mr. Hagerty,
E’ Mr. Hariow, Mr. Martin, Secretary
k\\1_// Quarles and General Twiningi{sfter {irst ten
minutee)

R A

The President bepan by thanking tire Congressional group for coming
up. He said the situstion in the Middle East has changed drasticaily
for 1the worse within the past Jey hours. Presideot Thamoun has
asked us (& come in te assisl, and AmcFicaAn livees-engd property are
unéang&}ed in Laebanoa. In Irag the Crown Prince has besgn murdered
and Nuri Said may have begen murdered az well, Suhsiamiaﬁ"'p&xxz of
the Army have gone over 10 the rebels, bud it js not clesr that the

bulk of the forces have done $2. The rebels ars of course tied in to
groups that are led and influznced by MNasser. §

At the President’s request Mr, Sllen Dulles pave an intelligence zeview, |
paralicling his report to ithe Presiden carlicr in the day, and giving
infermaticn concerning the satuatiens in Irag, Lebdznon, Jordan, Saudi
Arabia and Israel in particulzr,

At the President's request Secretary Tulies next revisiped the political
situatian. ife startcd with a discussion of Lhe situation in Lebanan,

siating that CTziro has besn whipping up sentiment on calling for vivplence

by radio. - That siluation had been shnwing signe of stabilizing up

wntil the Irag coup. <Chamoun had dzcided not 1o run to succesd him-

s=if, and it looked &s though the problern would wark out without luse of
Lebanese independence. Chamaun now ssys he is no longer sbie unaided to
prescrve lechaness independence, and we agree, uniess the éta:'gi forces
oute¥ide of Daghdad remain loyal to the former regime -~ this we can-
eidor ualinzly. Thnus, we sre faced with the quesgtion, should we respord

DECLASSIFIED
L0 12085, Sec. 3224

S D 2%
By ,M..__ Tate J,;//_Zf/;’f
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