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Abstract

This thesis looks into the weight of Arab American interest groups on the United States'
foreign and domestic policies. Arab American interest groups work together to achieve
their different goals and aims. They have fought for decades for their communities'
interests. By applying a different range of strategies, they seek to change the United States'
foreign policy in favor of their original countries. Additionally, Arab American interest
groups seek to re-shape the United States domestic policy to benefit the Arab American
community. The present study attempts to measure the influence of the Arab American
interest groups on the United States policymaking process. The academic field has not paid
much attention to Arab American interest groups, in contrast to the Israeli lobbies.
Therefore, there is a need for a study that aims to discuss the role of Arab American
advocators. In order to achieve the objectives of this dissertation, descriptive, historical,
and analytical methods have been used. According to the investigation results, the study
reveals that Arab American interest groups have a limited influence on the United States'
foreign and domestic policies.

Keywords: Arab American community, Arab American interest groups, Domestic

policy, Foreign policy, United States.
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Résumé

Cette s'intéresse au poids des groupes d'intéréts arabo-américains sur la politique
étrangére et intérieure des Etats-Unis. Les groupes d'intérét arabo-américains travaillent
ensemble pour atteindre leurs différents buts et objectifs. Ces derniers ont battus pendant
des décennies en appliquant de diverses stratégies qui servent leurs intéréts ainsi qu'a leurs
sociétés. Les groupes de pression Arabo-américains cherchent a changer la politique
extérieure américaine en faveur de leur pays dorigine d'une part, et d'une autre part a
réorganiser la politique américaine intérieure au profit de la communauté Arabo-
américains. Ce mémoire est pour but majeur : mesurer l'influence des groupes d'intérét
Arabo-américains sur le processus délaboration de la politigue des Etats-Unis.
Contrairement au domaine académique les lobbies israéliens n'a pas accordé beaucoup
dattention aux groupes d'intérét arabo-americains. Par conséquent, il est nécessaire davoir
une étude qui vise a discuter du role des défenseurs Arabo-américains. Afin d'atteindre les
objectifs de cette étude, des méthodes descriptives, historiques et analytiques ont été
utilisées. Selon les résultats de l'enquéte, I'étude révele que les groupes dintérét Arabo-
américains ont une influence limitée sur les politiques étrangéres et intérieures des Etats-
Unis

Mots clé: La communauté Arabo-américains, Les groupes d'intérét Arabo-américains,

Politique Intérieure, Politique Extérieure, Etats-Unis d'Amérique.
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General Introduction
Research Background

The United States of America is a multicultural nation. Since its creation, it has been
diverse in race, culture, religion, and ethnicity. This diversity is the result of various waves of
immigration to its lands that later created minorities and ethnic groups under its political
system. Yet, Arabs are not an exception, their ethnic groups in the United States united
together to take political advantages from its government. To defend their existence, the Arab
American community created what is called the Arab American interest groups that work to
guarantee their legal rights. Those groups not only defend the Arab American community, but
also seek to achieve their countries' interests, build strong economical and political ties with
the United State, and intervene in solving some issues in the Middle East in particular Saudi
Arabia.

The United States domestic policy that affected the Arab American community started
after the September 11 events and the declaration of war on terror on Afghanistan and Iraq.
On the other hand, the history and the international relations between the United States and
the Middle East need to be conducted by the United States foreign policy. Understanding the
United States' foreign policy to many scholars is a complicated task because it deals with
various issues and problems in the world. However, the United States showed great interest
in the Middle East due to its strategic location, its natural resources, and its countries'
conflicts and crisis.

Research Problem and Question(s)

The United States of America considers itself as the world's leading power that seeks to
control all countries through its foreign policy. Moreover, the leaders of the United States
seek also to achieve national security and national peace among its citizens and ethnicities.

However, as ethnic groups rise; their demands and interests rise as well. They band together
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in a legitimated organization such as the interest groups (also called lobbies or pressure
groups) to influence the US policy in both domestic and foreign concerns.

The United States’ Policy is a sophisticated structure that contains both governmental
and non-governmental structures which exist among them the ethnic groups of Arab
Americans. Arab American interest groups have historically tried to promote their role in the
shaping of American foreign and domestic policies. They use strategies to address the Middle
East issues in particular and the situation of the Arab American community in the United
States. Even though their tactics and strategies aim to influence the United States’ decision-
makers, Arab American interest groups influence is a controversial matter due to the
dominance of the Israeli interest groups and the situation which is aggravated by the distorted
image of the Arabs as "terrorists". Thus, this study proposes to investigate the following main
research question:

- What influence do the Arab American Interest Groups have on the United States’ Foreign
and Domestic Policy?

To answer the main question, the present study also needs to answer and examine the
following sub-questions:
- What strategies do Arab American interest groups follow to influence the United States
policymakers?
- What are the major actors formulating and shaping American foreign and domestic policy?
- To what extent do the Arab American interest groups contribute to change the American
perception of the Arab American community and the Muslim world?
Research Aims

This research aims at exploring the different characteristics of both Arab American
interest groups and the American Foreign and domestic policy. It also seeks to investigate the

strategies used by those interest groups in changing the foreign policy of America towards the
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Middle East region. Moreover, it focuses on analyzing the influence of Arab American
interest groups in shaping the American domestic policy towards the Arab American
community after the terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001. At last, the study’s aim is to
interpret the success and the failure of those groups in achieving their goals concerning the
Saudi-American relationship, and the war on terror effects on Arab American Muslims and
Arab Muslims in general.
Rationale for Research

Arab American interest groups are chosen for this research due to a personal interest in
how those groups are formulated, and how the United States policy is made. Second due to
those interest groups' contributions that might benefit the Middle East agenda, in which the
Palestinian- Israeli conflict, Islamophobia resulted from the terrorist attacks are the main
concern. Third, regarding the fact that the United States is the leading power of the world, its
foreign and domestic policy are not fixed, and they are changeable almost during each
doctrine and might be influenced by different ethnic groups. The reason why this topic is
chosen in the first place is to show the ability of any minority in the United States to influence
those powerful leaders and policymakers. The fourth rational is to show the different
implications of the United States foreign policy in the Middle East countries and to find out to
which extent the United States Foreign policy might be changed by the Arab American
interest groups direct and indirect strategies, and hopefully to suggest some solutions or some
new strategies to be followed. Finally, to know the effectiveness and the failure of the Arab
and the Arab American interest groups, the two chosen cases -which are the AWACS airborne
sale to Saudi Arabia as a foreign concern, and the impact of the war on terror and
Islamophobia on Arab American community as a domestic concern, will hopefully help to

explain the main question of the present study.
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This study tends to investigate the influence of Arab American interest groups on the
United States foreign and domestic agenda during Reagan’s and Bush’s doctrines. The Arab
American interest groups such as the Arab American Anti-Discrimination Committee (ADC),
The National Association of Arab-Americans (NAAA), the Middle East Institute (MEI), and
the Arab American Institute (AAIl) and others that worked in favor of the AWACS sale and
the Arab American community are the concern of this study.

Research Methodology

The methodology employed to investigate the influence of Arab American interest
groups on the US foreign and domestic policy depends on descriptive, historical, and
analytical approaches.

The descriptive method is used to describe both Arab American interest groups and
American policymakers. It also adopted to set the light on those groups' roles and strategies
that they use to shape the American foreign agenda towards the Middle East and the
American domestic agenda towards Arab Americans. The descriptive approach is mainly
applied in chapter one which is the conceptual framework of this work.

Yet the historical method is used to set the light on the implications of the United States
foreign policy towards the Middle East. It also shows the nature and the origin of the
American-Middle Eastern conflicts, and how did they started and developed throughout
histories such as the 9/11 attacks, the AWACS airborne sale, and the launching of the war on
terror and their impact on Arab Americans. This approach is used in both chapters two and
three because they both focus on historical events that created the conflicts. Finally, the
analytical method is adopted to analyze the different works of Arab American interest groups
especially those who fight the Americans' idea that "All Muslims are terrorists”. On the other
hand, it is used to analyze specific speeches and Acts made by the United States leaders about

the Middle East after the September 11, 2001 attacks. This approach is used in both chapters
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two and three. In chapter two, it aims to find if Islamophobia and the 9/11 attacks were the
main reasons for the launching of the war on terror in Irag. On the other hand, to deeply study
the reasons behind the United States policies in the Middle East based on their leaders'
speeches and their acts. In chapter three, aims at analyzing the different Arab American
interest groups' records and works to see their effectiveness in shaping the United States
agenda from one hand and their failure from the other hand.

The thesis depends on various primary and secondary sources. The primary sources
used in the three chapters such as the United States constitution, American Political
Dictionary, and official records of the various Arab American interest groups such as the Arab
Community Center for Economic and Social Services (ACCESS), Arab American Institute
(AAI), and the Saudi American Public Relation Affairs Committee (SAP RAC)...Secondary
sources such as several books by McKeever, Marrar, Bard, and Terry; several articles from
international magazines and newspapers; and thesis that gave good background information of
the cases study. The style of citation that is used in this thesis is the Harvard Style due to its
ability to provide a clear and immediate clue to the cited work on the civilization field.
Structure of the Thesis

The thesis is divided into three chapters. The first chapter is the theoretical part of this
study that tackles the conceptual framework of both the Arab American interest groups and
the United States policymakers. The second chapter represents the historical part which
focuses on mentioning the problems between the United States and the Middle East countries
especially Saudi Arabia and those who were involved in the 9/11 attacks as Irag, In addition
to a brief introduction to Islamophobia, and the declaration of war on terror and their impact
on Arab Muslims in America. The last chapter of this study talks about the work of Arab
American interest groups in shaping the United States foreign policy towards Saudi Arabia,

and to change the domestic policy that affects the Arab American community.
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Chapter One

Conceptual framework: Interest Groups and US Foreign Policy

1.1 Introduction

The first chapter of this dissertation presents the conceptual framework of both interest
groups and the foreign policy of the United States as well as the domestic policy. The chapter
is divided into four main sections. It first tackles the general meaning of interest groups in the
United States and their classification according to different scholars and researchers. Then it
introduces Arab American interest groups, in particular, their origins and characteristics, their
goals, and their selected strategies to influence the United States foreign policy. A special
focus is put in addition to the mention of the major Arab American interest groups in the
United States. The last section in chapter one provides brief definitions of domestic and
foreign policy. It also sets the light on the United States policy decision-makers and the
several factors that influence its making process.
1.2 Interest Groups: A Classification

Interest groups are a part of each community and each nation. They are formed to
advocate for their various interests and needs following strategies and tactics to succeed.

Interest groups, special interest groups, advocacy group, Or pressure group is an
association of individuals or an organization with the same interests. They share a desire to
affect the policymakers to benefit themselves or their causes. Interest groups can be
categorized as follow: economic interest groups as the Canadian Federation of Independence
Business (CFIB) and American Bar Association (ABA); cause interest groups as Cure
Autism Now in New York (CANNY); private and public interest groups as the Booking

Institution (BI) (Clive S, 2020, par.01)



Kesmia 7

Robert McKeever and Philip Davies (2006) define interest groups as: "an association of
individuals who band together to defend or advance the particular interest they have in
common” (p.160). They also argue that there are thousands of interest groups in the United
State, and those groups have an ideological orientation regardless of their main interest that is
the representation of a particular interest on a particular issue (p.160).

In her book “The Arab Lobby and the US: Factors for success and failure™ (2016),
Dania Koleilat Khatib defines interest groups confirming that they are an important source of
information and policy ideas for governments. She argues that

Communities become interest groups whenever they seek to influence policy-

making. Ordinary associations or institutions become interest organizations

whenever they try to influence the political process to promote their

interests (p.18).

A lobbyist is a person who tries to influence legislation on behalf of special interest. He
is known as the Corporate Affairs that was defined as the process of integrating the public
affairs, programs, and policies at the level of the interest groups (Kostyaev, 2013, p.27). The
lobbyists’ roles are controversial in American politics because their efforts are not successful
all the time. Yet, a lobbyist might fail in his attempt to convince the policymakers to change a
decision or a law. Lobbyists are hired and paid by special-interest groups, companies,
nonprofits, groups of citizens, and even school districts (Murse, 2020).

According to McKeever and Davies (2006), the interest groups are categorized as
shown in figure 1 page 08. The figure represents a table that shows the different types of

interest groups that existed in the United States of America.
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Business/Trade Agriculture ~ Unions Professional Singleissue Ideological ~ Group rights  Public interest
American American American American ~ National ~ American  National Gommon
Business FarmBureau  Federafionof ~ Medicl  Abortionand  Conservative Association  Cause
Conference  Federafion ~ Labor-Gongress Association  Reproductive - Union for the crind of e
. . of Industril . Rights Action Advancement
National National . National People for Earth
. Organisations ‘ Leaque . 0f Colorad
Association of ~ Famers Education the American -
' (AFL-CIO) » People  Children's
Manufacturers ~ Union Association  Mothers — Way
‘ . NAACP)  Defense Fund
. . United Auto . Againgt .
Nationa Associated Worets Association ok D Christian i
Automobile ~ Milk Producers, of American g Voice —
Delers Inc. Infemational ~ Universities ~ National Riffe = :
. L .. American  for Women
Association Association of Associaton .. .
. Ciil Liberties
Machinists and o American
Aerospace Association
Workers 0f Retired
Parsons

Figure 1.1: Types of interest groups, McKeever (Davies, 2006, p.161)

From figure 1, we notice that McKeever and Davies (2006) mention only the domestic

interest groups that deal with American citizens only. They classify interest groups into eight

types and all of them are concerned with domestic issues. For instance, the first category that

is Business and Trade holds the American Business Conference (ABC) and other domestic

interest groups that are related to business and trade only. Other categories also deal with

domestic interests that are connected to specific American citizens.

In another work by Dania Koleilat Khatib (2016), she classifies interest groups into

four categories. The first category is the citizens' groups which are concerned with the

protection of citizens as elders, health, homosexuals, and colored people's interests. For

instance, the American Association of Retired Persons (ARP). The second category is the
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business interest groups that work to present the individual businesses' interests to the
government. For instance, the State Business Association (SBA). The third category is the
ethnic interest groups which were appeared due to multiculturalism. Those groups defend the
importance of cultural diversity in the USA such as the American Islamic Relationship (AIR)
and the United States India Political Action Committee (AIPAC). The fourth category
according to Khatib is the coalition of several interest groups that work to achieve more than
one interest or to solve more than one issue. For instance, the Israeli lobbies as the Jewish
American Israel (JAI) and the Anti-Discrimination League (ADL) (pp. 19-20).

According to the previous classification by Dania Koleilat Khatib (2016) and
McKeever, Davies (2006), we notice that, unlike McKeever and Davies, Koleilat adds the
foreign interest groups into her classification when she mentions the United States India
Political Action Committee (USIPAC) and the Israeli lobbies as the Jewish American Israel
(JAI).

In this regard, interest groups might be categorized in a simple classification; domestic
interest groups and foreign interest groups.

1.2.1 Domestic interest groups in the United States

Domestic interest groups are those which are concerned with citizens' interests about
domestic and international issues within a specific country. The history of domestic interest
groups in the United States can be traced since the 1770s with the formation of pro-
independence groups. In 1987, in Paper No. 10, President Madison explained that he was
concerned with how organized groups- or factions- could endanger the stability of the United
States political system (Phelan, par.1).

The role of domestic interest groups according to Melvin Smart (as cited by Marrar,
2009) is that the domestic interest groups seek to shape the international outcomes, the power

struggle between the government’s departments and branches, and the effects of separating
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the economic interests (p.05). Due to Smart’s chronological argument; the role of domestic
interest groups in the United States is to push their agenda towards the US foreign policy in
both domestic and international affairs.
1.2.2 Foreign interest groups in the United States

Unlike the domestic interest groups, foreign interest groups are those which are
concerned with foreign interests and international relationships between two or more
countries. Foreign interest groups in the united stated were rising and changing since their
emergence. From 1999 to 2011, the majority of foreign clients were governments, embassies,
and political parties where they represented 84 percent; while the private interest groups
represented 16 percent only. However in 2011; the private foreign interest groups that involve
corporations, banks, and trade associations increased to become 65 percent, and the
governmental clients decline to become 36 percent (Kostyaev, 2013, p.57).

The role of foreign interest groups depends on each group’s ideologies and aims. Yet
the common goals are to strengthen the political ties and relationships between countries.
1.3 Arab American Interest Groups: Origins, Characteristics, Goals, and Strategies

Arab American interest groups in the United States tend to have their features and
strategies that occasionally serve their objectives and achieve their goals.

In his article “The Arab Lobby: The American Component”, Mitchell Bard defines the
Arab American interest groups as a small and influensive part of the overall lobby (p. 04).
The definition was presented due to Bard's argument that the term Arab might mislead the
definition of Arab American interest groups because it suggested that the group's members
are Arabs who focus on the Arab world only (Bard, 2010, p. 04). Additionally, Saad (as
cited in Marrar, 2009) states that:

Lobbying is an essential component of the domestic structures which

function as important inputs into the making of foreign policy and define the

10
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broad internal limits within which decision-makers feel compelled to operate.

It may be direct or indirect, may aim at the executive or the legislature, or may

focus on shaping public opinion. Foreign governments or citizen groups may

lobby to secure favorable policies (p. 84).

However, Marrar (2009), in contrast to the claims that deny the existence of Arab
American interest groups by Saad, Marrar denotes that

If we were to take the strictest forms of the above descriptions, we see that a

Pro-Arab lobby has always existed with domestic and foreign actors... they

focus on figuring out the “who‘s who” of the Washington policy establishment

and target policymakers with their positions on issues of interest to the Arab

American community and others that share its concerns (pp. 84-85).

In this regard, Arab American interest groups are the organizations that seek to shape
and influence the United States' foreign and domestic agenda, directly or indirectly, to achieve
both their interests and their countries' interests.

Arab interest groups are older than the Israel lobby in the United States. Their existence
is traced back to 1930 when the first established organization was The Arab National League
of America (ANLA). Later in 1951, it was followed by many organizations in the time of
King Saud of Saudi Arabia. King Saud who asked U.S. diplomats to financially back an Arab
lobby to counter the American Zionist Committee for Public Affairs (AZPCA) -later became
the American Israel Public Affairs Committee (AIPAC) - (Bard, 2010, p.05). Smith (2010)
follows Bard's argument about the existence of Arab interest groups, and he adds that those
organizations helped in shaping the United States' foreign agenda and economic system since
the end of world war two (par. 02). Two other Arab American interest groups were

established after World War Two; the National Association of Arab American (NAAA) was

11
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established by Richard Shadyac in 1972, and the Arab American Institute by James Zogby in
1985 (Marrar, 2009, p.22).

The Arab American interest groups have tried to establish their forces and strengthen
their position in the United States political domain in favor of their interests. Yet, unlike the
Israel lobby; they have shown their weakness and have not reached any effective role
(Marrar, 2009, p.23). Bard (2010) draws a comparison between the Arab American interest
groups and the Israel lobbies as ensured in the following quote:

One of the most important distinguishing characteristics of the Arab lobby is

that it has no popular support. While the Israeli lobby has hundreds of

thousands of grass root members and public opinion polls constituently reveal

a huge gap between support for Israel lobby and the Arab nations/Palestinians.

The Arab lobby has almost no foot soldiers or public sympathy (p. XIV).

This means that the Israel lobby is widely supported by American citizens; however, the
Arab American interest groups have little support because their programs and efforts are
divided towards several issues such as the Palestinian conflict, the oil problems, and so on.

Arab American interest groups, unlike the other ethnic groups which focus on a single
issue, focus on two main issues that might sometimes be overlapped. The first issue is based
on oil and the commercial relations between Saudi Arabia and the United States. It is
represented primarily by representatives from the Saudi government and corporations with
commercial interests in the kingdom (Bard, 2010, p.06).

The second issue that was tackled by the Arab American interest groups is the
Palestinian question. Mearsheimer and Walt (as cited in Scholten, 2017) affirm that "The
United States has enormous potential leverage at its disposal for dealing with the Israel and
the Palestinians” (p.226). Scholten (2017) argues that the solution of this conflict depends

neither on Israeli force nor on Palestine force, yet it is in the hand of the United States. So
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that Arab American interest groups tend to influence the United States foreign policy in favor
of Palestine.

Another issue that is tackled by Arab American interest groups is to fight the
misunderstood idea that all Arabs are terrorists by increasing the knowledge about the Arab-
American community and Islam in the US. Since the beginning of the twenty first century,
and especially, after the events of September 11 that created a huge gap between the United
States and the Arab world; many people linked the Arab American community with terrorism
and Islam (Kerboua, 2016). Arab American interest groups have rejected this discrimination
that link them with the Islamic terrorist groups who were involved in the 11/9 attacks on the
Twin Towers; claiming that the majority of Arab American Muslims do not have an Arab
background and have never been in the Arab world (Scholten, 2017, p.11).

Arab American interest groups follow several strategies to reach their goals. In her
book U.S. Foreign Policy in the Middle East: The Role of Lobbies and Specific Interest
Groups, Janice Terry (2005) argues that the strategies of interest groups in shaping the United
States foreign policy depend on their attempt to access a country within its cultural domain.
This attempt is to succeed in convincing the policymakers to adopt their ideas and achieve
their aims. She states that "lobbyists and domestic pressure groups manipulate and utilize the
prevailing cultural milieu, first to gain access to, and then to convince, policy-makers to
adopt policies that are favorable to their specific agendas” (p.29).

Farnel (1994) argues that lobbying is the direct or the indirect interventions of interest
groups that influence the government and decision-makers. Direct lobbying or inside
lobbying involves the personal meetings of the lobbyists with either the elected officials or
their staff. It might be achieved also by the direct contact between them by phone calls and
emails. An example of direct lobbying by Arab leaders was the visit of Prince Fahd to

Washington in 1974. The Prince helped to establish the U.S. Saudi Joint Commission on
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Economic Cooperation. Another example of direct lobbying is that members of Arab
Americans organized The American Task Force on Palestine (ATFP) were sent to
Washington to gain political endorsement for the Palestinian cause (Terry, 2005, p.51).

Nevertheless; Indirect lobbying or outside lobbying entails providing desirable
constituents and assistants for the political officials and even organize strikes to support or
offend the policymakers besides exploiting advertising, mobilizing public opinion (Kollman,
2014). Marrar (2009) said, "Although direct lobbying is essential to effectively shaping
policy, pro-Arab leaders dedicate the majority of their time and resources to indirect means of
pressure in order to represent the interests of the 1.2 million Americans of Arab ancestry"
(p.85). An example about indirect lobbying, Marrar (2009) attaches much weight to the
media as a part of the outside lobbying mechanism, because some stories from the West Bank
and Gaza become printed and invaded the electronic media to show the Palestinian suffering
under Israel’s control (p.31).

In this regard; Arab American interest groups implement both direct and indirect
strategies to influence the United States officials. However, they preferred indirect lobbying
strategies to obtain access to the American policymakers.

The following is a list of the most famous Arab American interest groups in the United
States. Those Arab American interest groups have a huge role in shaping the United States'
foreign agenda. They adopted both direct and indirect strategies to achieve their main
concerns. They had a huge role in making the AWACS airborne sale possible. They also had
a significant role in changing the American view of the Middle East, Islam, and Muslims
during the global war on terror. Those Arab American interest groups are
- Arab American University Graduates Association (AAUG) was established in 1967,

- Arab Community Center for Economic and Social Services (ACCESS) was established in

1943.
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- The National Association of Arab-Americans (NAAA) was established in 1972.

- Middle East Institute (MEI) was established in 1946.

- Arab Americans Anti-Discrimination (ADC) was established in 1972.

- Arab American Institute (AAI) was established in 1985.

- Arab American Political Action Committee (AAPAC) was established in 1998.

- Arab American Association (AAA) was established in 2001.

- American Task Force on Palestine (ATFP) was established in 2003.

- Saudi American Public Relations Affairs Committee (SAP RAC) was established in 2016.
1.4 The United States Foreign and Domestic Policy: Decision Makers.

The policy of the United States is the most changeable in the world since it is changed
with every President, and it might be influenced by other factors.

In their book “USA politics”, McKeever and Davies (2006) point out that “foreign
policy is a broad term, covering many different spheres of policy and action. Its concerns
include defense and national security, overseas trade and commerce, global stability and
conflict, and the Values and rules which govern relations between states” (p. 318).

In other words, foreign policy is defined as the actions and strategies that guide the
international relationship between countries i.e. it guides American relations with the rest of
the world to secure its goals of national interest in international relations.

To better understand the meaning of the foreign policy, it must first set the difference
between domestic and foreign policy. The distinction between the two terms was depicted in
the words of Kaarbo, Lantis, and Beasley (2012), saying that "Foreign" is the application of a
policy towards the world outside the nation's territorial borders; while "Domestic” is the
application of policy towards the nation's internal political system. Kaarbo, Lantis, and
Beasley (2012) also distinct between foreign and domestic policy by giving examples for

each one said: "Going to war with another country, signing an international trade agreement,
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or aiding a rebel insurgency in another country are examples of foreign policy. Taxes,
education standards, and civil rights are examples of domestic policy™ (p.02)

Accordingly, the domestic policy is those implications and decisions made by the
United States leaders in order to preserve the citizens’ rights, the nation’s peace and harmony,
and domestic affairs such as education, health, taxes, and so on.

Based on the United States of America's constitution; the United States policymakers
belong to the governmental actors only. They are divided between the executive branch and
the legislative branch.

1.4.1 The Executive Branch

It is one of the main actors in the process of making the United States policy.
McKeever and Davies (2006) argue that the executive branch consists of two parts; the most
visible part in America which is the presidency, and the least visible part which is the
bureaucracy (p.174).

First, the presidency in the United Stated includes the President and the Vice President.
According to the US Constitution, Article 2, Section 1; "The Executive Power shall be vested
in a President of the United States of America. He shall hold his Office during the Term of
four Years, and, together with the Vice-President chosen for the same Term.." The
President's role is to make sure that the federal government runs effectively. He also oversees
the foreign policy with the approval of the Senate. The President has the power to make
treaties and appoint ambassadors to other countries (Trethen, 2020, sec.02). McKeever and
Davies (2006) assert that even though the President is the chief commander; he is not the
powerful part of the political system. The president's powers and authority are limited due to
the federal system in the United States that is mainly based on the process of checks and

balances between the executive and the legislative branches (p.183).
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Second, the least visible part as it was described in McKeever and Davies (2006) is the
federal bureaucracy that is consisted of the Cabinet, independent agencies, and commissions.

The Cabinet in “The Encyclopedic Dictionary of American Government” (1986) is a
term used to denote the heads (secretaries) of the thirteen Executive Departments of the
United States which are: State, Treasury, Defence, Justice, Interior, Agriculture, Commerce,
Labor, Health and Human Services, Housing and Urban Development, Education, Energy,
and Transportation. The heads of those Departments are appointed by the President with the
Senate's approval in order to assist him in creating the agenda (p.32). In addition to the heads
of the departments, the cabinet is composed of the Vice President who might advise the
president and receives instructions from him (Smith, Zurcher, 1946, p.64).

On the other hand, the independent agencies and commissions in the executive
bureaucracy represent the National Security Council (NSC) and The Central Intelligence
Agency (CIA). The National Security Council (NSC) is the President's principal forum for
considering national security and foreign policy matters. it is chaired by the President with its
regular attendees who are the Vice President, the Secretary of State, the Secretary of the
Treasury, the Secretary of Defense, the Secretary of Energy, the Attorney General, the
Secretary of Homeland Security, the Representative of the United States of America to the
United Nations, the Administrator of the U.S. Agency for International Development, the
Chief of Staff to the President, and the Assistant to the President for National Security
Affairs. (The National Security Council, par 1-3). Second, The Central Intelligence Agency
(CIA) is the world's premier foreign intelligence agency, its work is vital to the United States'
national security. CIA collects and analyzes foreign intelligence, conducts over the actions of
United States policymakers, including the President, and makes policy decisions informed by

the pieces of information it provides (Central Intelligence Agency, sec 02).
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1.4.2 The Legislative Branch

In the United States Constitution, Article 1, Section 1; "All legislative Powers herein
granted shall be vested in a Congress of the United States, which shall consist of a Senate and
House of Representatives". The Senate and the House are both are reliant upon the
other when it comes to passing laws, yet the Senate is more prestigious because it has a
unique power. The Senators can approve presidential nominations such as ambassadors and
cabinet members, but the Representatives do not (France, 2020, sec.02).

Section 8 from the US Constitution specifies the powers of the congress concerning
foreign policies which are: the power to levy taxes, the power to regulate the international
and the interstates commerce and trade, the power to declare war, and the power to ratify
treaties with foreign countries. Generally, the Senate is concerned with ratifying treaties, and
the House is more concerned with regulating taxes and spending (France, 2020, sec.03).

1.5 Factors that Influence the US Foreign and Domestic Policy

The U.S. foreign and domestic policy might be influenced by many factors; external
and internal.

Firstly, the external factors are the global political development that is an important part
in influencing the United States policymakers every day. The influence happened due to
many events such as the immigrations from and towards the United States, the development
of nuclear weapons and weapon industry in general, and the rise of conflicts between
countries especially the middle east countries- the Israel- Palestine conflict (Scholten, 2017,
p.14).

Secondly, the internal factors that might influence the United States policy are divided
into governmental factors and non-governmental factors.

The governmental factors that influence the foreign and domestic policy in the United

States are the President and Congress. Each President in the United States was characterized
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by having his doctrine that has significant authority over foreign policy and the process of
decision making. One of the examples of the presidential influence was when President Bush
decided to declare war on Iraq in 2003. Moreover; the second governmental factor is the
Congress since it has some powers over domestic and foreign affairs as mentioned before
(Scholten, 2017, p.15). An example of the congress influence is when the Senate encourages
the former president Donald Trump's decision to move the embassy from Tel Aviv. The
Senate voted 97/3 to maintain the US Embassy in Jerusalem in 2021 (Kampeas, 2021,
par.01).

The non-governmental factors that may influence the United States policymakers are
public opinion, media, and interest groups. First, people's voice might have a huge impact on
policymakers because it pressures them on some issues. Democratic countries' policy is
influenced heavily by public opinion because they care about their interests and concerns
from a part; from the other part, they try to silence them. However, some issues and policies
are relative to the public; the reasons that make policymakers decide about them away from
the citizens (Role of Public Opinion in Policy Making, par 01). Second, media is also an
influensive tool in policymaking process. It directly affects the foreign policy agenda of the
United States as well as the domestic one. Media creates an atmosphere that reflects
policymaker’s decisions. It attracts the attention of driving forces to an internal or external
affair via televised hearings, television coverage, or other electronic tools (O'Hefferman,
1991, p.104). Third, the interest groups, including economic, public, and ethnic groups,
attempt to influence foreign policy through an array of strategies. They use tactics, such as
framing the issue and shaping the terms of debate; offering information and analysis to
elected representatives (who may not have the time to research the issue himself or herself);
and monitoring the policy process and reacting to it through disseminating supplementary

information, letter-writing campaigns, calling for additional hearings or legislation, and
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supporting or opposing candidates during elections ("Who Makes U.S. Foreign Policy," n.d.,
para. 2).

Accordingly, Arab American interest groups are non-governmental factors that
influence the United States’ policymaking process. They rely on different sets of strategies
during their attempts.

1.6 Conclusion

The conceptual framework of this study was discussed briefly in chapter one. The
chapter provided the definition and the classification of interest groups in the United States;
as well as, a brief definition of the lobbyist who is responsible for running the groups'
programs and actions. Besides that, the chapter also sated light on