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Abstract:

This study aims to attempt exposing the Sunni-Shiite sectarian
discourse in Twitter, as one of the famous and widely used social media
indicators and to identify its various indicators and monitor its presence
through the use of the survey and discourse analysis method, in order to
examine the mechanisms of ideological transformation by analyzing the
nature of the Sunni- Shi‘a sectarian discourse that seeks to resurrect the
causes of priestly conflict in the media taking advantage of the technical
paradigm and employing its features and electronic characteristics that
contribute to achieving polarization, interaction and spread of Sunni- Shi‘a
religious discourse in the media space via Twitter. Thus, a set of analytical
tools were used through the application of the CDA approach, and the
electronic questionnaire tool that was distributed in sixteen Arab countries.
The study concluded that the sectarian discourse is a reactionary biased
discourse lacking rationality and objectivity, without values and
apprehensive about the other. It has a dual orientation that relies on the
principle of arrogance and self glorification in exchange for the exclusion of
every religious singularity and difference, employing various technical and
interactive advantages in Twitter for the purposes of marketing the priestly
clash and reviving past heavy weight sectarian conflicts that would lead the
Arabs into a tunnel of religious and priestly wars, such as those experienced
by Europe in the Middle Ages relying on a semantic and intellectual load of
multiple ideas and extremist perceptions. Furthermore, the survey found that
the Sunni-Shiite sectarian conflict is the most present religious conflict on
Twitter, through the publication of tweets, photos, videos, signs ( hashtags)
that are offensive to the other (Sunni / Shi‘a), the Twitter policy greatly
contributes to providing an area for exchanging insults and slander and
accusations between Sunni and Shiite tweeters, which turns Twitter into a
space for virtual wars and conflicts assisted by its algorithms that contribute
to break the barriers of time and space despite the fact that offensive tweets
to others contradict the ethics and local, regional and international laws that
criminalize extremism, fanaticism, sectarian incitement and religious hatred.
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