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Abstract : 

         The International economic relations 

are characterized, at the present time, by the 

interrelationship and overlap to a large 

degree. Most of the world countries, whether 

developed or developing, look for the 

formation of blocs and economic groupings, 

in bilateral or multilateral ways. As to the 

Arab countries, in the context of their quest 

to keep up with developments in the world, 

they proceeded to go on two different trends, 

in order to achieve economic development 

and keep up with the course of rapid change 

in the global economy. The first trend 

focused on their integration efforts, each 

other; the establishment of an Arab free trade 

zone is considered as a good and logical 

entrance to reach higher degrees of 

integration between Arab countries, in order 

to maintain their interests against 

international economic blocs. The second 

trend consisted in the signature of 

cooperation and partnership agreements with 

various economic blocs; which most 

important one was the Euro-Mediterranean 

Partnership, signed between the Arab 

countries and the European Union. It should 

be noticed that the latter took the initiative 

by subtracting and designing all agreements 

with the Arab states commensurately with 

their objectives without taking into 

consideration the integrative interests of the 

Arab states, because the Arab states conduct 

negotiations with the European Union 

individually, therefore, the European Union 

carry the most bargaining power to ensure its 

success as a single entity versus dispersed 

states. 
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