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Abstract

This dissertation discusses the practice of racial segregationthat shapedthe American
educational system particularly blacks’ public schools since the 19™ century. A that time
segregation was a legal system which affected most aspects of blacks’ life until the
declaration of the Brown v. Board of Education decision The latter was a landmark decision
that was regarded as a watershed in black Anerican history. Thanks tothe highest court t hat
rdedto eliminate the racial system and ordered for desegregation inthe American public
schoals and ot her public accommodations as well. By that, the Supreme Court Earl Warren
succeeded inreversingthe “separate but equal” doctrine under Plessy v. Ferguson case. It was
the erathat wtnessed unfair and unequal treatments among white and black Anericans. The
essential object of thisstudyistoshowto what extent the B-own decision of 1954 contri buted
in prohibiting racial segregation in the American public education Aso, the dissertation
aimedto prove the struggle of black Americans over centuries of unequal treatment in public
schools and to showtheir wllingness to achieve racial equality and school desegregation
Additionally, it was an important decision which derives from five consolidated cases under
common aim which is defeating legal segregation that was based on race. The study also
concentrated on how black Americans were victims of their complexions and segregated
polides imposed by the white southerners. A the end the dissertation expresses how the
Brown decision changed blacks’ situation through gaining more educational opportunities,

and it pavedthe way faor civl rights movemert.
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. Background tothe Study

The United Satesis a nation whichis established under a constitution and built itself
on civil rights. The first ten amendments tothat constitution known as the American people’s
Bll of Rghts which guarantee Anerican ciul rights. However, still Anerican minorities did
nat enjoy those rights, protections and liberties especially black Americans. The white people
believed that they are superior race tothis kind of people who referred to them as “col ored
race” or “Negros”. This fact directly created a sense of inferiority and frustration among
blacks whom they were prohibited from their rights in additionto unequal treatment. There
has been a long history of racial segregation prejudice and inequality within the American
society, which the black community faced those issues that directly affected their mode of
life For centuries of bad treatment, blacks suffered the issue of slavery at first and racial
segregation later on which shaped most aspects of their lives. For that reason they fought to
win both sides inthe law and inthe practical civil rights enjoyed by others. Indeed, they
wanted to establish the principles of equality and justice in the American public schodls.
Althoughthe declaration of independence in 1776 stated that “we hol dthese truths to be self-
evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator wth certain
unalienable Rights, that amongthese are Life, Liberty andthe pursuit of Happiness...” blacks
still suffer racia inequality as well being victims of their complexions (Friedman 3-8). Hack
Americans fought to secure legal equality toward racial discrimination withinthe American
society. Even after the end of the dvil War of 1861- 1865 and wthinthe abolishment of

slavery, racial segregation carried out bet ween the two races duringthe fdlow ng years.

For a long time, Arican Americans struggled for establishing their equal rights by
fighting racia segregation from various sides particuarly in the educational field A that
time, they called for equality as they startedtol ook for ot her ways toreachtheir improvement

inthe Anerican education because it has been believed that educationisthe appropriate way
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toimprove the social and the economic opportunities, especialy those people whom were
taalyignored and disadvantaged Infact, black Americans were nat considered as citizens,
so they were prohibited from educational access and equal privileges at the time white

students enjoyed educational benefits.

The nineteenth century witnessed legal segregation against Arican Anerican citizens
under discriminatory laws which passed by the southern states in order tolimit their rights. It
was considered as a harsh and restricted period in blacks’ history, in which various
legislations passed against their wll. Athough the bad treatment and different obstacles,
black Americans did not accept their situation They aimedto defeat racial segregation despite
the difficuties and the circumstances they faced, this fact could demonstrate the struggle of
the black communitytoacquire more rights. Later on, the American public schools faced ala
of serious events and challenges since white and black students attended separated school s
with unequal conditions. A that time blacks were | ooki ng and hopping for better educational
opportunities and equal facilities. This is clearly shown inthe case of Brown vs. Board of
Education of Topeka, Kansas (1954), which stated that all segregated laws of separate public
schools were unconstitutional. It was the decisionthat shifted Anerican segregated school to
desegregated one. By this, the court overturned the previous case of Plessy v. Ferguson
(1896), which permitted legal segregation under “separate but equal” doctrine. Hence, black
Americans struggled for achieving equal pratection and establishingmore justicein Anerican
society. They started to recognize their educational positionin Anerican public schools in

particuar andto be aware of their inferior situation in general.

Il. Statement of the Problem
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Back Americans are suffering from racial segregation and injustice inthe United
States. Sointhis study, we are going to focus on racial inequality which existed bet ween
white and black students inthe American publicschoolsthat were based onrace. Asao we are
goingtoshowhowblack Anericans were nat considered as citizens but as inferior race, since
they were denied from their legal rights and prohi bited from equal educational opportunities.
As well as, the study explains how School Board officials opposed to enroll them and refused

their request concerning racia irntegration and school s desegregati on

Il Am of the Sudy

The current research focuses onthe B-own decision of 1954 that was aturning point in
the American history. The research attempts to explain the role of United Sates’ Supreme
Court in changing American‘s race relaionships by ordering for racia integration and equal
educational opportunities. A well as, it shows the struggle of the colored race in achieving
racial equalization inthe American society and to highlight the big rde of the decision in
maki ng segregated public schools illegal. Ater that, the study tries to explainto what extent
the Brown decision succeeded in preventing segregationin public schoals, and howt he 1954

decision achieved more rights and pratections for the black community:.

IV Sgnificance of the Sudy

The present study might serve as an example for other studies. It may help to
understand the issue of racial segregation among people all over the world It can also be a
reference for young generations who might nat be aware of thistragedy of history. Al inall,
the study sheds the light on the importance of the B-own decision of 1954 in fighting racial

segregation in the American public schools and establishing more justice and racial
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equalization inthe American society as well. This may hel p students to create an idea or

image about the status of Hack Anericans a that time

V.  Research Questionrs

Brown v. Board of Education 1954 represents a watershed in black Americans’ history.
They struggled toimprove their educational level and their inferior positioninthe American

society. The fdlow ng research questions are related tothis study:

> How was the status of black Americans after Brown v. Board of Education
1954 decision?
» To what exent the Brown decision of 1954 contributed in changing the

situation of Hack Anericans education?

V1.  Hypot heses

The colored race kept the desireto gain more rights and racial equalityinthe American
society. The Brown case still regarded as a possible remedy toward racial desegregation. So,

the current study suggested t hat,

» Ifthe Brown decision of 1954 was passed it’s because of long black Americans
fought for racial equalityand integration

» Ifracial segregation was prohi bitedinthe American public education, it’s because
the mga rde of Lhited States Supreme Court rded for school desegregation.

M. Literature Review
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After doing a lat of researches concerning the topic Brown v. Board of Education
1954, we have found several books, artides and dissertations tackling the same issue, but

from dfferent angles and wth various iews. These are the fdlow ng examples:

Starting wth a dissertation made by Lynn T Brown (2004). Brown v. Board of
Education and School Desegregation: an Analysis of selected Litigation. According to him
Brown decision was considered as a monumental decision declared by the United Sates
Supreme Court. For him the Brown’s caseis seen as an evol uti on and transiti on from separate
public schools toward racial desegregation and school irntegration Then, he concentrated on
the magj or factors and historical eventsthat ledtothe Brown decision Inhis opinion Bown v.
Board of Education case offeredthe promise and hope for better educational opportunities for

bl ack children

The second one is Tim McNeese (2007). Hs book known as: Brown v. Board of
Education: Integrating America’s schools. McNeese spoke about the struggle of the col ored
race inachieving racia desegregation and school equalization Then he discussed the major
everts and circumstances that ledtothe Brown decision of 1954 Besides, he explained the
effect andthe decision onthe American society especialy on public schools. B own v. Board

of Education affectedthe Lhited Sates palitics more than effecting Anerican race relations.

Next, Aonzo N Smith (2001) in his essay called: Separate is not Equal: Brown v.
Board of Education, Topeka, Kansas. He states that the Supreme Court decision of May 17,
1954 marked a watershed toward race relaions inthe Anerican histary. As he mentions t wo
sides related to the black’s life. The first side of social system is based on racial inferiority
while the ather side concentrates on the society struggling to realize racial equalization

particu arly equal educational access.
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The last onetomentionis Derlene Aark Hne (2005) in his articletitled as the briggs
v.Ellliot Legacy: Black culture, consciousness, and Community before Brown 1930-1954. He
states that the years between the Emancipation and Brown v. Board of education, Hack
Americans struggled against the unfair treatments in education health care and economic
opportunities and the poor conditions of black American schools. Then, he discusses how

black Anerican community reacted tothe hostility of the white sout herners.

As we have already mentioned the various scholars who dealt wththe issue of racial
segregation inthe United States through studying Bown v. Board of Education of 1954
decision We believe that, theissueis still opened for further studies. So, our researchtackl es
the same issue from ather perspective which highlights The Influence of the Brown Decision
of 1954 on the American Education, the Case of Black Americans. The current study
discusses the importance of the Brown decision in changing black Americans’ situation
through shifting toward racial desegregation It also concentrates on the influence of the
decision in the American educational system in particdar and the American society in

general.

MII. Li mitation of the Work

This study attempts to give a clear image about an important case of the t wentieth
century which is Bown vs. Board of Education Topeka, Kansas 1954. Qur study
concentrates on the issue of unequal educational opportunities and racial segregation inthe
American southern states particuarly the inferior conditions of black American schools
duringthe 19" century. Also, it expl ores the sit uation of the black communityin 1896 t hrough
studying the case of Plessy v. Fergusson under ‘separate but equal’ doctrine. Al inall, this

research explains racial segregation and socia inequality that covered black Americans’ life
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after and before the United States Supreme Court’s decision The latter influences the
American educational system and shows how the situation of black Americans’ school

attendance has shifted through time.

I X Methodoal ogy

Since we are dealing wth historical events and general facts about past and present
situation of black Americans, our study foll ows the historical and anal ytical method. In which
the research conductedis also based on quantitati ve approachthrough presenting statistics and
diagrams about how raciad segregation has changed over time and showing the average of
black Americans’ school attendance. In this study, we attempts to interpret data collected
about racial inequalityinthe American public education by giving a clear explanation about
segregated schoals. In order to understand more, the study treats the major events of Brown
decision which have occurred in specific facts. As a result, we consider the chronal ogical
order of past eventsrelatedtothe struggle of black Americansinthe United Sates have to be

recorded and anal yzed interm of their occurrence.

The folowng materials are usedinthis study: Books and e Books, reliabl e articles and

magazi nes, dssertations studiedthe sameissue, data gathered from various and credible sites.

X Structure of the Work
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This study is organized ino four chapters. The first chapter is concerned wth the
general introduction which contains the main aspects of the research proposal. The second
one shows the era before the brown decision of 1954 by tacking the issue of race and
inequality before the decision and explaining the situation of black Americans education in
the ninetieth century under the legal foundation of segregated systems. Inthe third chapter,
the study deals wththe historical background of Brown vs. Board of Education 1954 t hrough
discussingthe pre- Brown era and howt he decision overturnedthe previous case of Pessy vs.
Fergusson. Besides, it demonstrates the influence and role of the Uhited Sates Supreme Court
inachieving equality and endi ng segregated public schools. Concerningthe last chapter, the
study explains the effects and si gnificance of the Brown decision by showingits infl uence on
the American public schools and Massive Resistance inthe southern states. It also expl ores
the maj or eventsthat appeared at Little Rock H gh school of 1957 andthe passage of the d il

R ghts Act of 1964

Introduction
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Athough the Anerican society set under laws which are based on liberty and val ues
of democracy, racism and prejudice covered the American society particul arly they shaped
blacks’ life. Indeed, the history of United States reflects the struggle of blacks in establishing
their legal rights and equality through fighting racial segregation in public education and in
Americansocietyin general. Racial segregation and gender inequality were among the issues
whi ch were practicedin public schools duringthe 19" certury. For that reason, blacks refused
their position as being inferior race and fought the restricted legislations that were passed at
that time as barriers to limit their abilities and rights. But after the dwvil War and
Reconstruction Ea, the situation of black Americans changed due to ratification of the
fourteen amendments in 1886. So, the first chapter explores racial inequalities which
governed American society during the 19™ and the beginning of the 20™ centuries by
demonstrating the situation of Anerican education at that time. Ater that, the chapter shows
how blacks’ life was during the reconstruction era, in addition to the case of Plessy vs.

Ferguson

2.1 The Stuation of Back Americans Education during the 19" century

A the early beginning of Anericaas a nation the United Sates tookthe first stepsin
establishing public school system which woul d offer educational services to every person
livedinthe country. The fdlowng years of independence, Anericans recognizedthat it was
important to build an appropriate educational system which could help for further
devel opmert. It is because at that time Amnericans believed inthe need of education So, they
created thousand schools in different periods of time But later on and withinthe issue of
racial segregationthat obliged black students to attend separated schools, American education

took ather dmensions (Luedt ke 282).
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Hstoricaly, the struggle of black Anericans began years ago specifically when they
were brought as slaves from one hand and to be regarded as inferior race wthout any right
from another hand A that time they worked as labor force for whites without educational
access because it was forbidden for those slaves to be educated However, some slaves
learned secretly and in another cases they were thought by their masters. In 1863 Abraham
Li ncol n signed the Emanci pation Proclamation that made all African American free slaves.
After the end of the Anerican dvil War in 1861-1865 and wthinthe abolishment of slavery
that was a significant event during that time which opened the door to new period for
acquiring further rights. The black community found the chance and t he appropriate occasi on
tolook directly for educational access (Forte 570). By1865, about 10% of blacks inthe south
gai ned some degree of literacy. After that, the new freed slaves faced t he problem of racism

which was prevalent issue that covered blacks’ life.

Itis clearlyevident that, the southernstates were based onlegal segregated laws which
restricted blacks’ rights and their participationin Am erican education comparedtothe white‘s
enrdlment. A the beginning of the century black Americans’ education was very low and
worst until the Emanci pation Proclamation was signed During that time, the black literacy
rate was nearly around 5% in 1860s then increased to 40% in 1890s and by 1910 it was at

70% (Thatai).

In fact, Hack Americans’ education wtnessed some kind of transformati ons after the
G vil War specifically wthinthe creation of separated schools based on racia inequalityin
the southern states, but at that time fewschools were set for back children Accordingtothe
census records and annual school district reports, the blacks’ enrollment in Am erican school s
increased bet ween 1860s and 1870s for instance 24% for Arican Anerican and 71% for
whites, till dack Anericans reached 77% comparedto 67% for whites during 1880s

(Enomoata Angus 42).
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Although the harsh circumstances and the various obstacles made by the sout her ners,
black Anericans kept the desireto acquire knowledge and study. Snce, it has been believed
that educationisthe only way that could hel p them to become more aware and to improve
their situation After the end of the Anerican dvil War, churches also played an important
roein blacks’ education which contributed totheir devel opment in one way or another. For
instance in 1860s and 1870s northern churches built many colleges and universities inthe
south Which most of these institutions provi ded elementary and secondary educati on because

at that time only fewblacks had the opportunityto atend colleges and uni versities.

211 Back Anericans School Atendance

During the nineteenth century, American public schools wtnessed a significant
establishment. A the beginning it was set inthe North but after the dvil War and foll oned
the Reconstruction Ea this school shifted to the south It was clearly understood that
Am erican educati on faced vari ous challenges and passedt hrough several transformations. The
question was seen during the nineteenth century in which American public school formed
restricted laws and harsh instructions agai nst black community. A that time, the sout herners
fearedthe situati on of blacks because they gainedtheir freedom andthis might lead for aski ng

more rights which would gve them power whilethe whites wil lose their contrd.

Infact, racial segregation startedto workin American society, in which the sout hern
states and l ocal government decidedtolimit blacks’ freedom. They started to pass legislations
in order to stand against blacks’ expansion from acquiring further rights. As well, they set
separated schools based on race which discriminated white students from black ones. For
example, the black schools were operated on discriminatory basis and most of the sout hern

classes were taught by single teacher who also got less payment comparedto white teachers.
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So, racia segregation and inequality shaped the American public schools and it was varied

bet ween the southern states and the rest of the nation.

In addition Back Americans attended separated schools based on race with unequal
conditions, access and facilities. In fact, they were received fewer programs, resources and
less qualified teachers, as well the curricua was restricced compared to white students. For
instance, black schools were provi ded by lower quality curricua andthey were nat exposedto
equal opportunities. Aso, white schools were more thantwce offered educational facilities
comparedto blacks’ one. Indeed it was a policy set by American states to limit Hlacks’ ri ghts
and advancement in order to keep them under contrd of the lawand whites as well (Walter
35). Moreover, the geography and the distribution of schools were unequal. This means the
location of American schools were different between races, in which black schools were
disadvantages compared to whites’ school. Even the organization of schools was based on
race (Casey). A a result, black children wth their ethnic and racial background attended
poorer schools due to separated system. So that, the disparities among Amnerican school

performance were evi dent duringthat period

Despite the inustices and racial segregation, some Americans schools succeeded in
provi dng educational basic to black children The folowng examples represent some of
these schools such as Wilberforce Universitythat constructedin 1856. It was the first college
to be managed by African American and participated in the United Negro College Fund
whi ch provided education and teachers to black community. Asq Jacksonville School was
established in 1895 by Jacksonville Lodge which aimed to teach black children Anderson
County was Arican American school built after the dwvil War which contained 76 students

with one teacher (Jenkins 2).



Yessaad 13

The folowng years of the dvil War, nearlyfour million of Arican Anericans gai ned
their freedom. The United States congress establishedthe Bureau of Refugees, Freedmen, and
Abandoned Lands, also called the Freedmen’s Bureauin 1865. It was created to hel p those
newy freed men and womento acquiretheir rights and t o be regarded as citizens. Indeed, the
bureau was given various responsihilities to serve and pratect this community which also
attemptedtomake sure that the former slaves recei ved their social rights. Since the newfreed
slaves had the desiretostudy, they wantedtolearn howtoread and wite in order to achieve

their aims.

Besides, the maor success was wtnessed in the educational wth millions and
thousands of black Americans advanced from new schools’ establishment. The Freedmen’s
Bureau opened those new schools under the name of “Feedmen schools” but racial
separation and school segregation were still practiced In 1866, the Freedmen’s Bureau set $
500, 000 for education, and by 1869 the bureau founded 3,000 schools wth 150, 000 st udernts.
However in 1870, the black community also contributed wth $ 1 million to educate their
children In addition tothat, several colleges were created by northern religous bodies and
organi zations which cooperated wth the Freedmen’s Bureau They established hundred of
schoals, instituions, colleges and universities such as in Savannah and New Qleans. By
1865, black ministers established the Savannah Educational Association with $ 1,000

employing 15 black teachers wth 600 students’ enrollment (““The Meaning of Freedom”).

It is clearly stated that, many American schools were established to encourage the
coored race in improving their socia, legal, educational situation It was due to the
Freedmen’s Bureau support wthin the cooperation of other instituions. But in fact,

segregated schools vere in use inthe Lhited Sates duringthe 19" century.
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The fdlowng examples represented Hack American schools at that time: Lincoln
Uni versity of Pennsylvania was established in 1854. It was regarded as the ddest Hack
uni versity and the first institution founded to provide a higher education in the arts and
sciences for black youth. Inthe same year Ashman institue established and was the first
schoal of higher learning for young black menlater on changed to Lincoln Uhiversity under
the president Abraham Lincoln Wilberforce University was the first black school of hi gher
learning managed by black American and established by African Methodist Episcopal church
in1856. Aso Paul Laurence Hgh schoal is a public secondary school inWashington Q C It
was called Preparatory H gh School for Colored Youth which was the first high school for

black students that founded in 1870 (“Milestones in African American Education”).
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It is clearly demonstrated that, schoo years between whites and black students are
different over centuries. The average of black students’ attendance in elementary schools was
verylowduringthe nineteenthand earlyt wentieth century comparedto white ones. However,
bet ween the 1900 and 1933 schoal attendance i ncreased amongthe t wo races but wth sl ower
grow h concerning black students. The reason behind school year differences among white

and col ored race was relatedtothe system used by the southern states a that time.

2 2 The Reconstruction Era

After the end of the dvil War in 1865, the United Sates markedthe begi nning of new
eratowardracial equality. It was the erathat shaped blacks’ life wthinthe Americansociety
whi ch was calledthe “Reconstruction Ea”. Infact, the followng years of the war considered
as the period of rebuilding and reforming the American society bet ween 1865 and 1877. It
was the time where the Negroes startedto celebrate their freedom and gaintheir civil rightsin
the country. A that time, the American government concentrated on howto deal wth the
issue of legal status of millions former slaves. As a reaction the congress added three
amendmernts tothe constituion which aimedto establish more rights for newfreed slaves in
order to obtaintheir ful citizenship. The thirteenth Anendment granted the abolishment of
slavery, the fourteenth Amendment prowvi ded equal pratection and citizenshipto every person
born or naturalizedin America and the fifteenth Amendment guaranteedthe right to vote for

black mal e ( Hoffber g).

For alongtime black Americans were badytreated even after getting their freedom
as former slaves. The white community took actions to limit their liberty through passing

legal discriminatory legislations. They put restricted systems and newrules in order to keep
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blacks out of the American society. These separated lavs and systems were given various
names as they varied from one state to another. So, black Americans were prohibited the

equal enjoyment of public accommodations, facilities, and states’ privileges as whites did

Athough the dwvil War ended, the tension among American races continued in the
fdlowng years. Racial segregation did nat stop and blacks were subjected under the white
supremacy. A a response to the thirteenth Amendment, most of southern states passed
segregated policies which prohibited the colored race their legal rights such as the right to
vote as well they were nat allowed to defend themsel ves if they were attacked by the whites.
Additionally, they have norightsto own land or any property. They coul d nat work except for

agricutural services (Gomez, Neiza 11).

As a result, dack Americans were living under poor and severe conditions due to
racial systems as they wereignored from the educational services. They were also confronting
serious problem of racial segregation under those laws. Hack Codes and Jim Gow Laws

were among the sout herners’ aparthei d pdides inadditionto aher white group oppositions.

221 Back des

Infact, Anericansouthern states feared black’s position because they became nomore
slaves and ignored after the war. They gained their freedom and this might lead for asking
about more rights which would give them power. However, the white southerners were
anxious tothe possihility of lasing contrd over the black community. So, they used laws in

order to achieve their objectives andto preserve their supremacy as well.

In 1865, the southern legislaures passed various lavs known as the Back Codes

whi ch separated black from white popul ations and severely limited their rights. Those Code
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lavs contraled all aspects of blacks’ life, which deprivedthem the freedom that they had won
or expectedtolive after the end of dvil War. As aresult, the sout herners createdthese Codes
as a way of economic and social domination of blacks’ liberty. They wanted to enforce their
supremacy and superi ority through imposing restricted laws that limited blacks’ partici pati on

inthe political and social life wthinthe American society (“Back Codes”).

The southernlegislators enforced Hack Codes toregulate civil andlegal rights such as
marriage, land property and jobs that left black Americans wthout freedom to choose or to
act. BEverythingrelatedto black’s life was regul ated by the government under sever Codes and
systems. They believed that the freedmen should onl'y work on agricultural services or ot her
lover jobs. A that time, black Americans were subjected by whites under unfair treatments
and harsh conventions. The first black Codes applied in Mississippi and South Carolina
during 1865, andthe laws were varied from one stateto another but all of them had the same
aims. Indeed, the Hack Codes were applied inthe Mississippi were so harsh and restricted
compared to those Codes applied in South Carolina During that period black Americans
were prohibited from entering other towns wthout permission For instance, in Opel ousas,
Louisiana black people should have the permission from their empl oyer to enter the town.
Also, insome local parts of Louisiana it was impossible for the black community to live
withinthe towns or cities. Inadditiontothese restricted regul ati ons, there were many severe
Codes to limit black’s liberty such as vagrancy. This meant that, if a black person found
without job or any permanent residence, he would be directly arrested for vagrancy and he

coul d be imprisoned at hard labor (“The Southern Back Codes of 1865-66”).

Furthermore, Hack Codes were just passed in order to keep both white and black
Americans separated in all public facilities and other instituions. The white southerners
aimed to keep the colored race at low situation through imposing segregated rules and

preventing their contributioninthe social life as any ather Anerican citizens.
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All in all, the freedmen’s Burecau opposed these segregated laws and declared t hem
invalid by hel ping the black communityto acquire more rights. Those Hack Codes became
no more effective especialy in the Mississippi and South Cardina Aso the congress
responded tothese laws in 1866 t hrough i ntroducing ne w conventions and systems regar dl ess
race which gave and secured more rightsto black citizens. The dvil Rghts Act 1866 andthe
ratification of the fourteenth Amendment protected blacks’ rights under equal protection of
the law During the 1868, the majority of southern states canceled the rest of discriminated

B ack Code lavs (Fay).

222Jm Qow Laws

Thr oughout time, the white southerners triedto control blacks’ freedom by imposing
those severe Codes. Infact, most of Americansouthernstatesirterpretedthe 14™ Amendment
andthe Gvil Rghts Act 1866 as a way to accept “separate but equal ” treatment among races.
This ledtothe creation of anather form of racial segregation after the Reconstruction Eain

1877 known as “Jim Gow Laws”.

Hrst of al, Jim Gow was a name given by the famous actor Thomas Dartmouthto
“Iaddy” Rice. It was a white minstrel show performer duringthe 19" century. Which one of
his show he played a character of black person by blackening his face and hands wth
makeup and dancing at the same time singingthe song “Jump Jim Gow’. However in 1950s,
the Jim G owcharacter became well known performance inthe United Sates that referredto
black inferiority at that time By the end of the nineteenth century, the term used to describe
the severe practices of racial segregation and portrayed all sorts of blacks’ inferiority wthin
the American society. All in al, Jim Gow Laws continued to be legal laws of the white

sout herners for decades (“Jim Gowin America” 2).
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Secondly, Jim Gow was often used to describe series of segregated laws, rues and
ot her conventions throughout the end of the Reconstruction Eatill the mid 1960s. The term
adopted by the maj ority of southern states after most black codes were repealed Indeed, the
Jim G oweramarked legal separation bet ween black and white peopleinall public facilities.
However, the t wo races were tatallytreated in different ways. Those laws were imposed by
the white southerners in order to maintain their superiority over black people and to keep
them in the second class position It was a harsh system which dominated the black
community throughout most southern states in order to keep them under contra. So, black
Americans were oppressed and denied from their legal rights and they were living under

restricted and segregated lavs (“The Truth about Jim Gow’ 3).

Infact, the white southerners claimedthat those laws provided equal treatment under
“separate but equal” accommodations for bothraces. However, the era wtnessed severe racial
segregation among bl ack citizens under legal separated lavs. They were treated as subhuman
under the white supremacy. The Jim G owlaws acted agai nst black Americans’ human ri ghts
and were dehumanizing their freedom. These laws threatened blacks’ life from educational
inequalities to health care wth bad qualities, and from their legal situation guaranteed by the

American constituiontothe unequal treatment they faced inal public facilities.

During the 1880s and throughout the 1960s, most of southern states enforced racial
segregation They aimed to keep black Americans inthe position of humiliaion which they
had suffered before as slaves. It was forbidden for blacks to use the same public facilities
whi ch were used by white people. For instance in Al abama, all passenger staions operated by
separated waiting rooms and separate ticket wndows. In Aizona, it vas illegal for any white
to marry wth a Negro. Aso Horida prohibited intermarriage bet ween white person and

Negro descent (Rodrigues).
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Inadditionto Horida, Arizona, Georgia Mississippi and Maryland i ntermarriage was
forbidden, and the southerners considered it illegal bet ween white and black citizens.
Concerning education, many states like Horida, taxes and Mississippi established separated
schools wth unequal conditions and educational opportunities for bath races. In order to
avoi d any ki nd of race i ntegrati on bet ween white and bl ack citizens, the sout hern states woul d
punish and arrest any person who opposed the law and woul d be considered as a guilty. A a
resut, the Jim G owera marked huge disparitiesinthe United Sates due to racial segregated

lavs.

22 3 The Ku Klux Klan

Throughout time, black Americans continued to face racism and oppositions in the
American sociey. The Ku HKux HKan (KKK was among these oppositions and
confrontations. It was a name given to various organizations inthe United Sates which
advocated and supported the “white supremacy”. Their main objective was to keep the black
community “under control”. A that time the southern states wtnessed a number of these
racist groups that emerged after the dvil War. These organi zations used viol ence and terrorist
actions because the members of Ku Kux Kan opposed blacks’ freedom as they refused to be
equal like them; which meant no equal treatment among the t wo races. For example they
raped, murdered and burned black houses in addition to churches and schools. Aso, they
killed blacks by hanging them and torturing them by using vident methods. That period
marked a kind of terror and vidence against the black community. In fact, the beginning of
the or gani zation’s emergence, the Ku Klux Klan members were very strong and powerful. But
inthe early beginning of 1870s, the congress triedto defeat these secret organi zations and the

black community was no longer afraid of their terror actions (Tims 88-89).
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It is clearly illustrated that, the Ku Klux Kan’s members rejected the idea of racial
equalization among American races. In fact, they wanted to preserve their power and
superiority over the nation through using illegal and secret means. Their central aim was to

prevent the Negroes from acquiring their rights and to keep them inferior and humiliated

Despite everything black of all ages kept the desire to be educated A that time,
several establishments were set such as buil d ng newschools and uni versities. By 1861 Mary
Peake was a free black woman opened a school in Hampton Mrginia and Charlate Forten
was also black women who opened Pen School on St. Helena’s Island As aresult 138 black
children were enrdled and 58 adults. However in 1863, approximately 1, 700 students wth 45
teachers were at 30 schools in South Cardlina. By the end of 1865, nearly 90,000 freedmen
were enrdledin American public schools. The Department of Education devel opedto support
and hel p schools such as: Howard Uni versity established in Washington D. C for black yout h
in 1867. Besides, many colleges were founded such as Hampton Normal and Agricultural

Institite in 1868 (“The Meaning of Freedom™ 298).

As a reaction to those segregated laws and blacks’ oppositions, most African
American leaders emerged like Booker T. Washington and W. E B Du Bois whom made al o
of effortstofight racial segregation at that time and they hel ped the black populationto gain
their awl rights. The first one to mertion is Booker T Washington who was the leader of
B ack Tuskegee Institute in Aabama during 1890s. He also believed that Arican American
shoul d learn howtoread and wite as he supported many black colleges and hi gh schoals in
the country. The second is W. E B Du Bois who was aleader of Arican American group and
he was animportant figure at that time. Du Bois played animportart rdeinthe foundation of
NAACP who said “the first great mass movement for public education at the expense of the

state, inthe south came from Negroes” (Qark 7).
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2 3 Hack Americans during the progressive era

The progressive erareferredtothe period of social, economic and political reformsin
the Anerican societythat emerged from the 1890s tothe 1920s. The period bet weenthe late
of the nineteenth and the earl yt wentieth century represented Americans’ race relations which
blacks weretaalyignoredinthe ULhited Sates. A that time black Anericans confrontedthe
issue of racism inthe form of legal segregation in all public facilities particuarly in the
educational side wth unequal access and opportunities. They wantedto break the stereatype

belief and image of white supremacy and black i nferiority.

Infact, racia inequality was worst inthe south wherethe majority of black Anericans
were living under racist social order. They were submittedtolive as third class citizens since
they were not considered as human beings. For that reasons, blacks pratested against legal
segregation and discriminatory laws that were passed by the southernstates. As areactionto
the inustices and racist order enforced by the southern states, black Americans reformist

fought tosecure more Backs’ rights inthe American society.

Moreover, those reformers worked to improve black Americans’ public education at
al levels. Asq theytriedtofight and eliminate segregated legal systems that were imposed
by the white southerners during that era For instance, Philanthropist John. O Rockefeller
gave morethan $ 53 millionto education duringthe years of 1902to 1909 inorder toimprove

public schools’ conditions inthe south (Cashman 128).

In 1860, nearly 1, 4 million of black American children under the age of ten were

liinginthe United Sates and the majority of them did not attend schools. A that time, the
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enrollment of white students was 55% whereas blacks’ enrolment was nearly 2% to 5%. But
new establishments emerged for black Americans education wth the support of the
Freedmen’s bureau, more than 4,000 schools wth 9,300 teachers’ employment and
approximately 250,000 students’ attendance. By 1870, about one-fourth of school age of

black chil dren attended public schools (Qark 10).

Furthermore, the progressive era marked a dramatic progress in the number of
American schools and students access wth educational enrollment extended from the 1890s
t01930s. Throughout the 1900, the average length of schod was 112 days, however in 1920
increasedto 145 days. The beginning of 1912 Julius Rosenwal d gave financial support more
than 5,300 black children schools’ building specifically in rural areas of South America

(Zainal d n Inscoe).

Consequently, the progressive movement helped the black community to improve
their social conditions due to various establishments especialyinthe educational field It was
regarded as an important period in black American’s life because it brought significant

changes and various transformations inthe Anerican society especially a the local level.

2 4 Hessy v. Ferguson

Athoughthe United Sates congress introduced three Anendmentstothe constitution
toprotect blacks’ citizenship racial segregati on continuedto governtheir lifeinmany parts of
the country. A that time, the white sout herners imposed discriminationin form of legal laws
under ‘separate but equal’ treatment that kept white Americans separated from col ored race.
Infact, Louisiana was among these southern states that applied segregated laws inall public
accommodations. Duringthe 1890s, Louisiana state legislators passed Separate Car Act which

consisted of:
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Al rail vay companies carrying passengers intheir coaches inthis
States shall provide equal but separate Accommodations for white,
and col ored race, by providngtwo or mare passenger coaches for
eachtrain Nb person or persons shall be permitted to occupy seats in
coaches, a her thanthe ones assi gned tothem, onaccount of the race

they belong ta (McNesse, "Plessy V. Fergusson ” 9)

According to McNeece, Louisiana states enforced legal segregation laws that
separated white from black Americans. It was forbidden for the blacks to use the same
accommodations that were used by whites. This meant that, the state applied those separated
laws inorder toavoi dany kind of racial irtegration. Aso anyone who woul d oppose the law
he wil be arrested and punished $ 25 fine or 20 days in prison For that reason the black

community believed that those laws were unfair and agai nst the human ri ghts.

In 1892 an African Amnerican citizen called Homer Plessy who was thirty years o d
Plessy was of mixed descents because he was seven eighths white and one eight black But
Louisiana state laws considered him as black He decided to challenge Louisiana laws that
required separate train cars for bath races. So he bought a first class ticket on the East
Louisiana Rail way, from New Qleans to Covington Then he took a seat for ‘white only’
cars. The conductor who checks the passengers ordered Plessyto move to black cars, but he
refusedto obey him. As aresult of his action he arrested for opposingthe law Indeed, he and
other blacks believedthat those laws appliedin Louisiana were illegal and vidatedthe ‘equal
protection’ which guaranteed by the Fourteenth Amendment of the constitution and stated

that:

Al persons born or naturalizedinthe United States, and subject tothe

juisdiction thereof, are citizens of the United Sates and of the state
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wherein they reside. Nbo state shall make or enforce any law which
shall abridge the privileges or immunities of citizens of the United
Sates; nor shall any state deprive any person of life liberty, nor
property, wthout due process of law nor deny to any person wthin

itsjurisdiction the equal pratection of the laws. (Lauder 104)

It is clear that, the Fourteenth Amendment provided equal pratection under the
American constitution It also affirms the protection of Hacks’ citizenshipin all states. By
this, the Amendment secures more rights to every personis living inthe United Sates. In
additionthe quotation states that, it is forbidden for any American states to deprive people’s

legal rights.

However, the justice Henry Bllings B-own wththe maority opinions interpretedthe

Fourteen Anendment inanat her meaning and they stated that:

The object of the [Fourteenth] Anendment was undoubtedyto
enforce the absd ue equality of the t wo races beforethe law but in
the nat ure of things it coul d not have beenirntendedto abalish
distinctions based upon col or, or toenforce social, as distinguished
from padlitical, equality, or a commingling of t wo races upon terms

unsatisfactoryto either... (“Plessy v. Ferguson” 1)

Itis clearlyevident that, thejustice Brown andthe a her court justices argue toimpose
segregation among white and black popul aions because they consider the cd ored people as
aninferior race. For that reason, thetwo races shoul d acquire separate public accommodati ons

with equal treatmert.

Homer Messy was one of ten million victims of racial discrimination H was accused

and he lost his case. Later on, Plessy’s case rose tothe Supreme Court of the United States.
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During the trial court, the justice John H Ferguson accused Plessy for violating the lawand
he regarded his action as a challenge tothe separate but equal accommodations (“Summary of

Plessy v Ferguson (1896)”).

In 1896, the Lhited Sates Supreme Court declared that Louisiana Act of 1890 which
stated ‘all rail vay companies were to provide equal but separate accommodations for white
and colored race’ did not vidate the Fourteenth Amendment. H also ruled that Louisiana
State had the right to require ‘separate but equal’ railroad cars for white and non- white. In
addition the judge John H Ferguson ruled against Pessy’s actionin opposing Louisianalaw

and the Supreme Court declared ‘separate but equal’ doctrine as the law of the land (Fry 4).

According tothe court, ‘separate but equal’ doctrine was regarded as the appropriate
way to protect the social prejudices and American citizens at that time But in fact, blacks
were sufferingintheir practical life because all public facilities were not equal and they were
obliged to use those who were inferior instituions. For instance, black schools were
disadvantaged and crowmded compared to white ones. So, the decision meant that the
government officdaly accepted racial segregation as legal and the era wtnessed legal

segregation among white and black communities.

In 1899 and after Plessy’s case, the United States Supreme Court extended the
‘separate but equal’ doctrine to the American public education So, black Americans
continued to face racia inequalities and social injustices until they reached the B own
decision of 1954. The latter would bring a significance change toward blacks’ educational

position as it might g ve them racial equality which they hoped for alongtime
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Concl wsion

After the end of the American dwil War, the southern states wtnessed a social and
legal system that separatedthe white community from non- whitesinall publicfacilities at the
expense of black liberties and rights. The white sout herners stood as an obstacle for blacks’
freedom in order to preserve their supremacy over the nation For along period of time, the
Negroes were looking for racial equality and hoping for better conditions specificallyinthe
American public schools. They struggledto find place inthe Anerican society because they
were victims of racial segregated laws. Despite the fact, the constitution guaranteed bl acks
freedom, rights and citizenship throughout the 13" 14" and, 15" amendmerts, racial
segregation continued to cover their lives. Indeed, the case of Pessy vs. Ferguson supported
legal foundation of segregation among American citizens that was based on race. Al inall,
the ninetieth century marked the era of social injustices and i nequalities toward blacks’ life.
The latter kept the dream of acquiring more civil rights and equal educational access inthe
United Sates, through various cases raised by blacks i n order to challenge those separated and
unfair lavs. One of the most important cases which challenged the constitutionality of racial
segregation was Bown v. Board of Education Topeka, Kansas 1954 with the other four

consoli dated cases.
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I ntroduction

The period bet ween 1890s and 1950s, Anerican society faced legal segregation based
on race. A that time, ‘separate but equal’ doctrine shaped all aspect of blacks’ life by
maintaining racial separationin all public accommodations. For many years, the instituions
of legal discrimination and social injustices made black Anericans at the lower position and
less disadvantaged particul arlyin public schods. Infact, the Negroes or the col ored race were
hoping for equality and better educational opportunities since they were denied from their
minmum rights compared to white Anericans. Over centuries, they struggled to improve
their educational level andto achieve equal opportunities as whites did Their main obj ecti ves
were directedtoward desegregation and equalization of American public education The third
chapter discusses the pre- Bown era and the most efforts of the NAACP in defendi ng bl acks’
rightsinthe United Sates by showngitsraein prohibitingracial prejudices. Ater that, the
chapter presents the historical background of Brown v. Board of Education 1954 wthinthe

ot her four combi ned liti gati ons.

3.1 The pre- Brown era

3.1 1 The Foundation of the NAACP

Even after the end of the dwvil War, black Americans kept the desiretofight for racial
equality, as they worked to improve their situation in American public education Indeed,
legal segregation forced both whites and blacks to attend separated public schools wth
unequal educational opportunities especially bad quality and conditions for black children
For that reasons, people of col or needed to change their inferior positions that were forcedto
live under the white southerners. So they started to create their own schools and

or gani zati ons.
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In 1909, the National Associaion for the Advancement of Col ored People ( NAACP)
was established under the leader W.E B Du Bois. It was an African- Anerican largest civl
rights organization in the nation and its principal objective was ‘to ensure the political,
educational, social and economic equality of rights of all persons and to eliminate racial
hatred and racial discrimination’. It was also looking for the dignity of black Americans

duringthe t ventieth century (“The NAACP: A Centuryinthe Hght for Freedom™).

The NAACP aimedto secure for all people the rights which required inthe 13™ 14"
and 15" Amendmerts and guaranteed inthe American constitition Asq it played a major
rdeinchallenginglegal discriminatorylaws and fighting for justiceinthe American society.
In 1910, Du Bois created the official journal of the NACCP ‘the Gises’. It was a magazine
that explored the blacks’ life and daily suffers. All inall, it wote about the strugge for their

humanrightsinthe United Sates (“The Hstory of the NAACP”).

Furthermore, the NACCP attemptedto pratect American citizens andtheir equal rights
regardess race. It alsotried to eliminate racial segregation and prejudice throughout legal
actions and institutions particuarlyin Anerican public education For instance inthe 1940s,
the organi zation made a campai gnin Horida known as the ‘Double V' which meant victory
against racism. The campaign concentrated on the southerners’ policy toward racial
segregation After that, the Horida’s legslators established The Minimum Foundation
Program for Public Schools. The program hadt wo aims; the first one was createdtoimprove
Horida’s educational system. However the second aim, this program would hel p toincrease
black schools standards and their educational conditions in Horida By this, the program

woul d have fair and equal public education system (“Hstory of Gwvil rights in Horida”).

Throughout the 1920s, the Grises’ magazine published an article about the financial

studies of colored schoolsin various parts of the southernstates. That magazi ne marked huge
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disparities among white and Negro schools. For example in 1926, Georga schools’
expenditures were $36.29 for white students compared to $4.59 for black schools. Besi des,

the average of teachers’ salaries was $97. 88 for whites and onl'y $49.41 for Hacks (Bell 15).

We can say that during blacks’ fight for gaining more civil rights and racial
inegration the NAACP played a maga rde in their history. It was an important and
successful organi zation, which marked the transition from racial segregation and i nequalities
to become an essential defender of blacks’ community by supporting them to achieve public

educational equalities and pushingthem for Gwl R ghts Movemert.

During the begi nning of the t wentieth century, most sout hern states had no public high
schools for black Americans. For examplein 1915 nearly 23 of the southern cities i ncl udi ng
Ne w QOrleans, Charleston and Charlate had no black hi gher schools. However, approximatel y
36 high schools were established for white students only (McNeese,”Brown v. Board of

Education” 32).

Bet ween the years of 1908 and 1909, A Department of Education Annual Report in
South Carolina explored that Carolina’ state had only 2 354 black schools comparedto 2 712
for whites. In fact, black students were 181,000, and it was clearly shown that the blacks’
number was higher than whites wth 154, 000. Aso, the cd ored schools contai ned one teacher
who taught 63 black students, whereas white schools required one teacher wth 35 studernts.
Additionally, black schools acquired only the average of 15 weeks of school a year, while
white schools wth the average of 25 weeks a year. Concerning the teachers’ salaries was
different bet veen the two races and schools as well. Moreover, the white schools’
expenditures provided almost $1, 6 million compared to just $300, 00 for black schoadls.
Consequently, the disparities among races were cl early shown, and the ‘separate but equal’

doctrine had nathingto do inreality and their practical life (33).
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Thanks tothe majar efforts made by the National Associationfor the Advancement of
Col ored People (NAACP) which hel ped black Americans toimprove their situation through
establishing new schools and offering financial supports. The Negro students hoped to
achieve equal educational access between American races regardess their diversity and

ethnicity.

312 The Role of Thurgood Marshal in Fghting for Backs’ Gvil Rghts

The period bet ween the 1920s and 1930s marked the time which brought more
advancement toward blacks’ education Therefore, American black schools startedto acquire
new transformations and devel opments due to maor efforts made by the NAACP, black
Americans leaders like T. Washington W.W. Du Bois, Thurgood Marshall and the desire of

black parents toteach their children

Thurgood Marshall was born in Maryland (1908, 1993). H was a US Supreme
Court justice and Backs’ civil rights defender. He was considered as an importart figure in
the American history. In fact, Marshall graduated from Lincoln University, and then he got
his lawdegree from Howard University. In 1933, he janedthe NAACP and wor ked t oget her
for fighting Jim G ow Laws as they challenged “separate but equal” doctrine. He represented
the NAACP in many cases which challenged legal segregated legislations, as he served the
black community during the court cases. Asq Marshall was alawyer who defended blacks’

right and he won several cases during the court decisions (Geenhouse 1993).

It is argued that, Marshall and the NAACP’s attorneys concentrated on the 14"
Amendment during the court trial in order to defend blacks’ rights. It is also used as a
guarantee of citizenship to every person is living in the United Sates under the equal

pratection of the constitution
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After several victories of black civil rights’ cases, Marshall believed that the era of
legal segregation comes to an end and he statedthat: “the complete destruction of all enforced
segregation is nowin sight... segregation no longer has the stamp of legality in any public

education” (McNeese,”Brown v. Board of Education” 67).

Furthermore, Thurgood Marshall helped the organization for the creation of the
NAACP’s Legal Defense and Education Fund (LTD). H fought for blacks’ equalities and
struggledtoeliminate racial discriminationin public education He played a central rdeinthe
Brown decision during the 1950s. In 1967, he became the first black American j ustice of the
U S Supreme Court. Alinall, he was regarded as aninfluertial black figure of thetwentieth

century (“Thur good Marshall: Tawyer and US Supreme Court Justice” 972).

Infact B own vs. Board of Education was the name giventofive separate cases which
were declared by the United Sates Supreme Court concerning the issue of racial segregation
in Anerican public schools. Those cases were: Biggs v. Hlia, Davis v. County School
Board Belton v. Gebhart Bullah v. Gebhart, Bolling v. Sharp and the last one was Bown v.
Board of Education It isimportant to knowthat, those cases were from dfferert parts of the
country, but all of them shared the same aims which were school desegregation and

eliminating dscriminatory legal laws in order to achieve educational equalityin particul ar.

3 13 Briggs v. Hliat (South Caralina)

Briggs v. Hlia was the first of the five cases that accused the school board for
providing unequal educational facilities bet ween white and black American students. It was

regarded as a special case because it was the first one whichreachedthe U.S Supreme Court,
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and challenged the legal segregation of public schools which required ‘separate but equal’
treatment. In fact, it was the case that pushed the NAACP to challenge unequal public

school s’ facilities among white and black races.

The black citizens whom were living in rural Qarendon County South Cardlina
suffered from the severe and unfair treatment of Jim Gow Laws. In addition to racial
segregation and unequal educational opportunities which existedinthat society (Hne 1060).
Throughout the 1950, a black parent who called Harry Biggs accused the school Board of
Qarendon County that was direcced by RW. Hlia for unequal public school facilities
bet ween the two races Indeed Biggs claimed that black schools were inferior and
disadvantaged compared to white schools and that separate schools wth unequal educational
opporturities vioated the 14™ Anendment of the constitwtion Besides of having separate
segregated schools, black students were suffering school transportations. They were obliged
to walk for many miles to their far schools instead of the local white ones (Edward et al
2004). But school officials refused to blacks’ request and claimed that the Negroes did not
pay taxes, so it would be unfair for whites to provide transportation for black schools

(Johnson 5).

In 1949, the NAACP provided financial support for blacks’ transportation and asked
the Board of Education for educational equalities in Qarendon County. Also, Joseph A bert
Delaine who was alocal teacher inrural primary school played animportant role in Biggs’
case. Moreover, Marshall used psychol ogical proofs toshowthe impact of racial segregation
and school conditions on black children In order to support his views, he called for the
psychol ogist Kenneth dack who used a doll experiment totest black students. The result was
unexpected whenthe black chil dren selectedthe whit doll (Weber 18). The case was heard by
three judges: George Bell Timmermen, Liberal J. Parker and J. Whaites Waring Duringthe

tria, the court ordered schools to be equalized and to acquire equal public educational
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opportunities for bothraces. Infact, the court’s decision was concentrated onthe equali zation
of schools and ignoring racial segregation’s issues (Johnson 6). This meant that, the judges

refused the request of the dairtiffstoeliminate racial dscriminationin public schoals.

In fact, Thurgood Marshall was nat satisfied with the decision that provided equal
accommodations because American public schools were still continued to require separated
races. In contrast, he wanted racial desegregation in public schools which was for certainy a

wishtoevery back Anericans to happen throughout along period of time.

After that, the NAACP raisedthe Riggs’ casetothe US Supreme Court. The latter
returned it back tothe district court in order to see any devel opment toward public schools’
equalization among races. But when the case again returned to the Supreme Court, it was
janed to the Brown litigation because it was postponed wth the ather four cases from
Kansas, Delaware, Mrgnia andthe Dstrict of Columbia Hence, the NAACP and the black

community recogni zed that the issue of racial segregation needed timeto be achieved

314 Davis v. @unty School Board (Mrgina)

In Davis’ case, black students of hi gh school were residingin Prince Edward County
which most of its popul ation were Negroes and approximatel y were 59% of the county school
inhabitant. For instance, the average of black students’ attendance was 386 at high school
comparedto 346 for white students. Infact, Mrgnialegislaars passed lans which provided
legal segregated of public accommodations, and Edward County’s public schools were

discriminated by race (Byan).

A that time several schools were built for the black community wth lower

conditions and less privileged then the white ones. Asa both schools’ expenditures were
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unequal which the county provided only $195 for Negro students and spent $317 for whites
(“Invis v. School Board of Prince Edward County”). The case required racial segregation
bet ween white and col ored races in Anerican public education The county’ schools showed
huge disparities amongthe t wo races; whichthe black chil dren were prohihitedto attend I ocal
white schools under discriminated legal lavs. The plairtiffs asserted that those segregated

schools deniedthe equal pratection which was guaranteed by the constitution.

On April 1951, the struggle against racial inequality begun in Mrgmnia’s public
schoals. Abrave and black student called Barbara Rosa who was studied at a high school in
Farmville decided to organize a pratest wththe other students against the school board The
school officials refusedto build a ne wschool for black chil dren and also Barbara’ school was
overcrowded wthout any educational facilities. So, Barbara and her classmates expressed
their anger and disappointment toward the school’s inferior situation compared to white

privileged schoadls ( Brayan).

After that, most of black parents asked for the help of the NAACP counsel. A the
local court, the organization’s lawyers and black parents accused the county school for
imposing segregation in black schools. Moreover, Thurgood Marshall and the NAACP’s
lawyers whom were Spottswood Robinson and Oliver HII triedto convince the county black
students to ask the court to eliminate public schools’ segregation bet ween races instead of
asking for the establishment of newblack schools. But the court refused the students’ request

for school irntegration (Shay 2012).

Consequently, the Mrgmnia’s court sawthe unequal educational facilities which were
clearly evident bet ween the white and black schools as an unfair for both races. Then it
declared that the county school should be equalized among white and Negro students as it

shoul d use the same educational opportunities regard ess race‘s background But after period
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of time, racial segregation continuedto be practicedin public schodls, the case appealedtothe

Supreme Court and combined wththe a her four cases under Bown vs. Board of Education

3.1 5 Blton v. Gebhart and Bu ah v. Gebhart (Del aware)

The challenge of racial segregated schools continued to be existedin Delavare Sate.
The latter, wtnessedtwo separated cases but wththe sameissues. One of the cases appeared
in Qaymont town and the other one in rural side of Hockessin Indeed, Delaware Sate
required separate separated schools for whites and col ored race. In bath cases, black students

were prohibited by legal segregated laws to atend white schoadls.

The black community was disappointed wth Delaware’ schools inequalities
specifically those black schools wthinferior conditions and poor educational opportunities.
B ack parents were forced to send their children to far segregated high schools instead of

studying a the local ones which were attended by whites only.

The first case of Belton v. Gebhart started when group of plai ntiffs claimed agai nst the
Board of Education‘s members and other school officials. Among them were Bhel Louis
Belton and other blacks in daymont in New Castle County. They wanted to give the

permission for dack students in order to be admitted to white high schools (Sout herland 1).

Concerningthe second case, Bulah v. Gebhart appeared at the sametime and wththe
same problem of school segregation The case was brought by Sarah Bulah a black woman
who tried a la to persuade the Delaware Department of Public Instruction to bring bus
transportation for black childrenin Hockessin Mrs. Sarah Bulah demanded equal facilities to
her daughter Shirley Barbara and for all blacks. Shirley Barbara also claimed against the

members of the state Board of Education and asked for the admission in an elementary
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school that was attended by white students. But her request was rejected and that no bus

transportation coul d be provided for Negroes (Johnson 3).

By 1952 the two cases were heard at the Delaware Court Chancery wth the
representative of the two lawyers: Jack Genberg and Louis L Redding from the NAACP
Legal Defense and Educational Fund. Duringthe court tria, the black plaintiffs explai ned t he
inferior conditions of their schools and how black chil dren were suffering from educational
inequalities (Edwards et al 2004). According to the NAACP view the Delaware public
schoals system vidated the Fourteenth Amendment of the United Sates constitution which
provided equal pratection of all American citizens. But in fact, Delaware‘s black children

were deprived from equal pratection of the law

Athough the judge Collin Seitz was wth the plaintiffs’ request and their major
opinions, he cannot reject the US Supreme Court’s principle that was rued in Fessy V.
Ferguson’s case. He statedthat™ I believe the separate but equal doctrine in education shoul d
be rejected but | also believe its rgjection must come from the U S Supreme Court”

(“Gebhart v. Belton”).

As a consequence, the judge declared that segregated schools were unconstituti onal
and black children could be admitted to white schools. But the decision did not eliminate
segregation in Delaware schools. So, the case wasjanedino Bown v. Board of Education
Topeka of 1954. But, the black community believed that the road toward racia equalization

and school irtegration was near to be reached and it was a matter of time.

316 Boling v. Sharp (Oistrict of Golomhia)
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Infact, the Bolling case had the same objective as the previous cases towardthe issue
of racial segregation in American public education The society of Colombia applied
segregated educational system among white and black children wth unequal opportunities.
The case challenged the constituionality of racial segregationin public schools, which black
students were prohibited by the lawt o attend white schools because they were victims of their

race and col or.

Gardner Hshop and other group of black parents decided to challenge separated
schoalsin Washington, D C They wantedto desegregate school districts among races, which
meant that Hshop and other parents asked for racial irntegration of their children On
September 11, 1950, was the time when Gardner Bishoptriedtotake a group of eleven young
black American students and he asked for their admission to the Junior H gh School. The
latter was known as John Philip Sousa and was attended by white students only. Indeed, it
was newschool wthseveral and large classrooms. Despitethe fact that, the school had empty
classrooms and enough places, the white school officias refused the request of black

integration because they were Negroes (Edwards et a 2004).

Each time the black community wanted to enjoy the legal rights of American
citizenship and even if they tried to challenge segregated schools and the unfair treatment of
education board offidals, they faced rejections and severe oppositions to their request for

their legal and equal rights.

After that, one of the NAACP counsels who was called Charles Houston agreed to
support the black parents and he becamethe representative of the group. So, Hshop organi zed
a meeting wththe black parents and decided to react against the poor conditions of black
students and their inferiar situation Their schools were wthout materials or qualified

teachers, whereas the white high schools provided educational facilities wth specialized
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teachers and wth appropriate curricua In 1950 was the time of Bolling case preparation,
when Charles Houston became sick because he was suffering from heart diseases. H was

obligedto ask his cdleague James Nabrit torepresent him (Johnson 4).

A thetrial court, Nabrit did not introduce evi dence about the bad conditions of black
schools and their inferiority comparedtothose white, large and privileged schoals. It was the
fact that, Nabrit refused to concentrate onthe unequal educational opportunities bet ween the
t wo races because he wanted more thanthat. H was | ooki ng and thi nki ng about the issue of
racial segregation itself instead of providing equal facilities. Unfortunately, the local court
rgected the case and announced that segregated schools were lawful inthe Dstrict of
Columbia As a result, Nabrit appealed the Uhited Sates Supreme Court, and the case was
delayed wththe ather four cases under the common issue of racial segregationin American

public schools (Edward et a 2004).

In 1951, the case was called under one of the plaintiffs Spotswood Thomas Bolling
He was one of the children whom were accompanied wththe Gardner Hshopto Susa Hgh
Schoal (Johnson 5). Infact, the Bolling case was different from the ather cases because the
lawyers could not rely on the Fourteenth Amendment. The reason was that, the Ostrict of
Colombia appliedthe Afth Amendment of the constitution (due process clause) and does not
contain equal pratection clause. But the judges of the court arguedthat the t wo clauses of the

fourteen and fifth anendments had the same meani ng ( Bernstein 2).

3.2 Brown v. Board of Education Topeka Kansas

Brown decision was regarded as one of the most important UN Supreme Court

decisions inthe American history. It was the case which changed the status of blacks’ public
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educationinthet wentieth century. The decision of 1954 marked social, legal and educati onal

transformati ons from racial separationtoirtegrationtoreach school desegregation

The NAACP and black Americans leaders wanted to ensure equal protection and
educational opportunities for all black children So, the black community withthe support of
many associations made a la of effort to challenge segregation and to change the public
educational system that was based on race at that time. In fact, Kansas’ state did not apply
segregated laws in public education, but it permitted racial segregation at elementary schools
particuarly among the first class cities. For example, the cities acquired more than 15, 000
inhabitants. Besides, the Kansas state built only four elementary schools for black children
compared to eighteen white schods. Aso black children were not allowned to attend whit

elementary schools however Junior and Senior high schools wereintegrated. (Johnson 2).

The plairtiffs wantedto admit their childrenin whitelocal schools which were near to
their homes because they were dissatisfied with the difficuties and obstacles which
challenged their children every day. But the school officials rejected their admission So, the

black children were obligedto wal k for far distances totheir schoadls.

Indeed, the case was referredto Qiver Bown and his ol dest daughter Linda Brown.
She was a seven years old student inthe third grade at an elementary black school which
known as Monroe school. During 1950, Bown attempted to enrdl his daughter in white
elementary school and he was nat the only one, but ather t wel ve plairntiffs in Topeka jained
him and they asked for the enrdlments of their children Unfortunately, the school governors

refused their request (Fitts 38).

Despite the fact that, the Negroes faced various obstacles to reach their aims in
acquiring educational access, they continued to challenge those barriers made by the white

sout herners under apartheid laws of separated schools. Because, they become more aware of
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their inferior school conditions and no more feared the white Americans’ policies. It was due

to support of Thurgood Marshal and the NAACP’s lawyers.

Furthermore, the black young girl was obligedtowal k for seven miles from her house.
Inadditiontothe dangerous of rail way, she hadto wait for a bus totake her for ather milesin
order toreach the Monroe Hementary school (McNeese,”Bown v. Board of Education” 12).
On February 28" 1951and within the help of the NAACP’s members, black American
plai ntiffs accused Board of Education of Topeka, Kansas. The three lawyers were Charles
B edsoe, Charles Scott and John Scott whom were represented by Robert Carter and Jack

Greenberg of the NAACP Legal Defense and Education Fund (Edwards et al 2004).

The judges of that case stated that: “segregation of white and colored children in
public schools has a detrimental effect upon the colored children” (Ftts 40). Athough the
court judges believed that racial segregation influenced black Americans, they rejected the
plaintiffs ‘complaint and stoodin favor of school board The mainreason was that, the United
States Supreme Court had already ruled that segregated public schools bet ween white and

black Americans were constitutional under Hessy v. Fergusson case.

On October 1% 1951 Marshall and the NAACP’s attorneys were obligedto appeal the
U S Supreme Court. When the case was raisedto the highest court level, it was joined wth
the ather cases from South Cardina, Delaware, Mrginia and Ostrict of Col umbia (Johnson
2). During the court preparation the NAACP and Marshall heard news from the Supreme
Court that the five cases were postponed It was the higher court who decided to delay the
cases’ session until the presidential election would finish (McNeese,”Brown v. Board of

Education” 99).

On December 9" 1952 was the first time when the Supreme Court accepted to hear

the five cases’ arguments, but it did not reach any sa ution (Washington 2004). During the
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courtroom, Thurgood Marshall asked the Supreme Court to overturnthe rulingin Flessy case

and to eliminate separated school s based on race.

The United Sates Supreme Court combined the NAACP’s five cases that challenged
the legality of segregation in public education under one name known as Brown et al. v.
Board of Education of Topeka, et al. Besides, the consdidated cases raised the t wentieth
century’s question of whether racial discrimination among white and colored races violated
the spirit of the Fourteenth Amendment (“Plessy v. Fergusson and the Debate over Separate

but Equal” 8).

Ineachtime the School Board represertatives dependedtheir arguments and evi dence
onthe “separate but equal” doctrine rued by the U N Supreme Court in Plessy v. Fergusson
case of 1869. In contrast, Marshall and the other lawyers relied onthe equal pratection of the
laws guaranteed by the Fourteenth Amendment and due process clause of the Hfth
Amendment (Bell 16). Additionally, they usedthe psychol ogical effect of segregated schools
on black children and the harmfu impact on their mental capacity and their educational
success. Asq they showed their taal disappointment wth separated public schools wth
unequal educational opportunities and its negative effect among colored race. Al their

arguments questioned the legality of separated schools under racia principles.

After a la of debate and hard discussion between both sides about serious and
sensiti ve subject, the court judges reached the decision On May 17" 1954, the United Sates
Supreme Court declared unanimouslythat racia segregationin public schools was illegal and
no more valid By that, the Brown decision reversed the “separate but equal” doctrine inthe
case of Pessy v. Ferguson, which legalized racial segregationin Anerican society. A the

trial court, the chief justice Earl Warren announced t hat:
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Does segregation of childrenin public schools solely on the basis of
race, even though the physical facilities and other “tangible” factors
may be equal, deprive the children of minority group of equal
educational opportunities? We believe that it does... [Segregation
generates inthe children] a feeling of inferiority as totheir status to
the community may affect their hearts and minds in a way unlikely
ever to be undone ... We conclude that inthe field of public education
the doctrine of “separate but equal” has no place. Separate educational
facilities are inherently unequal. (McNeese,”Brown v. Board of

Education” 113- 114)

This quotation demonstrates that, warren was in favor of black children and school
inegration Accordingto him, racial segregation deniedthe col ored students their educati onal
opportunities, and this woul d create a sense of inferiority among them which would directly
affect their educational abilities. A aresult, he declared that segregated public schools were
unconstitutional. By that, the highest court endedthe centuries of segregated treatment among

Am erican races.

Additionally, the highest court agreed that racial discrimination in public schodls
vioatedthe equal pratection provided by the Fourteenth Anendment of the constitution So,
the Supreme Court rued against segregated laws inthe southern states. After that, the court
decision expanded from public educationto ot her public accommodations and i nstitutions in

the Lhited Sates.
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Hgure 2 Linda Brown & Hementary White School Oy

Source: McNeese, Tim. Brown v. Board of Education integrating America’ schools.

2007. P 11

The picture shows the young girl Linda B-own attended el ementary white school only.
This reflectsthat she succeededtoenradl a alocal white school although she was black girl. It
alsorepresents the major efforts of the colored race infighting for school desegregation and

the struggl e for educational access regard ess the severe circumstances.

It was the fact that, the cases were brought from states treated separatel y and varied
from the others which were brought from the federal government. For instance, the Bolling
case from the Dstrict of Colombia was contrdled by the federal jurisdction rather than its
own dominance. The NAACP’s lawyers relied onthe Fifth Anendment to sol ve the probl em
under due process clause. But all of them issued the constituionality of racial segregated

system (B own 57).
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The Fourteenth Amendment guaranteed the equal protection of the lans but it was
applied only to the states and not to the federal government. The two concepts of equal
pratection inthe Fourteenth Anendment and due process of the Ffth Amendment derived
from the Americanideal fairness. Asq it would be unfair for the court justicestorue racial
segregation as illegal in all public schools except Col ombia’ schools. Accordingtothe court

both of the concepts are interchangeable (Bernstein 2).

It is agreed that, Bown v. Board of Education was an influertial decision in blacks
Americans’ public education history. For Marshall and the NAACP, the first Bown decision
was just the beginning of new era toward equalization and school desegregation as well.
Indeed the chief justice warren believed that, American public schools should not be

separated or categorized under race distinctions.

A that timethe NAACP viewed that, the fight for racial equality and social justices
could not be realized until the elimination of ethnic distinctions inthe American society.
During the decision’s declaration the court did not specify the exact time for ending racial
segregated schools. Inancother words, the Brown decision | did not clarify how desegregation

woul d be realized in separated public schoals.

After one year, on May 31% 1955 the case came to be known as Brown Il when
Marshall and the attorneys made a lat of efforts to persuade the Supreme Court to put the
decision into practice among Americans public schoals. In fact, racial discrimination still
existed throughout the country, and nat by legal laws but by social traditions known as De
Facto segregation Al inall, the chief justice warren made the admission of colored race in
local white schools lawful. Inaddition the federal district courts and Anerican states should
respect the decision wth “all deliberate speed” (Weber 17- 24). This meant that, the white

schoal s shoul d admit the American students under nondiscriminatory basis.
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Furthermore, the court returned back the cases tothe court district except Bolling case
that went back tothe Delaware’ Supreme Court. The judges decided to let the remedy for
ending racial segregationto school districts because the issue was complex and sensitive and
ittook alongtimeto be soved So, it woul d better for the l ocal states or district courtsto deal

withtheissue rather than the Supreme Court (Conneely 99).

Al in all, the five cases were heard together under a common issue of racial
segregation in public schools. The B-own litigation derived from those five cases that were
also called the “school cases” or the “school segregated cases” (Bown 55). Indeed, the
announcement of the Brown decision hoped to offer equal pratection of the law for all
Americans regard ess race, cdor or gender. It also questionedthe issue of racial desegregation
in Anerican public schools wth equal educational access. It was the decisionthat markedthe
struggle bet ween the American laws and society around serious and complex issue of racial

segregation
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Supreme Court of the WAnited States

No. 1 ——— , Oclober Term, 19 5Lt

Oliver Brown, Mrs. Richard Lawton, Mrs. Sadlie Emmanuel et al.,
Appellants,
vVS.

Beoard of Education of Topeka, Shawnee County, XKansas, et ale.

gppeal from the United States District Court for the

District of Kansas.
ThHiS cause came on fo be heard on the transcript of the record from the United States

District Court for the ———————————— District of Kanseas, ———————— e
and was argued by counsel.

®n congidevation wheveof, /¢ is ordered and adjudged by this Court that the judgment

of the said District Court in this cause bc, and the same is
hereby, reversed with costs; and that this cause be, and the same
is hereby, remanded to the said District Court to take such

proceedings and snter such orders and decrees consistent with

the opinions of this Court as are necessary and proper to admit
to public schcocols on a racially nondiscriminatory basis with all
deliberate speed the parties to this case,

Per Mr. Chief Justice Warren,

May 31, 1955.

=

1169

Hgure 3: The United States Supreme Court Decision’s Brown v. Board of FEducation

Topeka, Kansas 1954 — 1955

Source: <htt ps:// www goodl e. fr/?gws _rd=ssl#q=PlI CT URE+ OF+ he+decl arati on+of + he+

br own-+deci si on>
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It is clearly evident that, the Supreme Court supported racial irntegration in the
American educational system and declared that the practice of racial segregation among
American races is unconstituional. In fact, this petition represents the figt of black
Americans whom asked for racial desegregation and school integration after centuries of bad

treatments of social and educational iry ustices.

The declaration of the Brown decision demonstrates that the col ored race wanted to
improve their educational level andto change their social positionthrough gaining more legal
rights. Consequently, the Brown decisi on marks the transition from separate public education

based on race to move toward school desegregation regard ess their ethnic diversities.

Concl usion
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Over centuries, the colored race was a victim of separate public schools with unequal
educational facilities. Thanks tothe major efforts made by the NAACP, Thurgood Marshall
and other blacks’ representatives in fighting racial segregation in the American public
education which denied black children their equal pratection guaranteed by the constitution
Infact, the t wentieth century reflected the era which marked a controversial debate over the
issue of racial and legal segregationinthe Anerican society. This ledto the declaration of
Brown decision of 1954 that was a watershed in the American’s race relations. It was a
landmark decision that overturned the legal system under Plessy‘s case of 1896. By that, the
highest court ended centuries of unequal treatment and educational injustices under
discriminatory laws among the American races. Consequently, the B-own decision of 1954
was considered by the United Sates court judges as the most serious and sensitive subject to
be sdl ved over centuries. In one hand, it was the decisionthat stood as the best example of the
Supreme Court in defending black Anerican minorities from the white supremacy. In anot her
hand, it created a massive resistance at the time it opened new ways for blacks’ civil rights

such asthe everts at Little Rock Hgh School and the passage of Gul Rghts Act of 1964

I ntroduction
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Throughout the twentieth and twenty first centuries, Amnerican public education
continued to challenge the equal access of educational facilities for black students. Thanks to
the Supreme Court’s decision which overturned centuries of racial segregation and i nyj ustices
inthe American society. Infact, the Brown decision influenced the Americans’ race relations
under schoadl desegregation and racial integration But the decision was still living under the
pressure of the ULhited States constituion and social change which created a Massive
Resistance. The later launched from the white southerners opposition of racial integration
among American citizens. So, the fourth chapter expl ores black Americans’ struggle for racial
integration and school desegregation and shows howsouthern states reacted to the situation
‘Massive Resistance’. Then the chapter discusses the events in Little Rock Gises of 1957
and the passage of the Gvil Rght Act of 1964 The last part of this chapter devotes to
demonstrate the Educational Achievement Gap bet ween Hack and White Sudents in

Segregated Public Schools.

4.1 Racid Integration and School Desegregation

Over centuries, the black community fought for racial equalityinthe Anerican public
schools. Thanks tothe highest court decision of 1954 which protected blacks’ rights and gave
them the hope and permissionfor havi ng equal access to public schools and better educati onal
opportunities. The struggle against racial segregation and school integration explained how
theissue was difficut and sensitiveto be sd ved Indeed, the struggletowardracial integration
startedinthe beginning of the t wventieth century when the black community demanded schoal
desegregation They asked school board for black students’ enrollment under non-

discriminatory basis.
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The Brown decision aimed to offer racial equality and justices through eliminating
racism and social prejudices among American citizens. It also hopedto protect all Americans’
right under the laws by unifying the American children regardess their ethnicity, color and
gender. It was the decisionthat promatedto ensure racial irntegration and better opportunities
inthe American educational system. A a result, the American public schools became the
center stage for the fight of racial integration and equalization (“Hghting Back 1957- 1962”

26).

The effect of the B-rown decision in eliminating the practice of de jure segregation
brought some changes and a little advancement among blacks’ life particularly in the
educational field The decision prohibited separated schools based on race, but the foll ow ng
years some sout hern states carried out the practice. Desegregation was a major concept which
characterized the transformations in American public schoadls. In fact, the Supreme Court
declaredthat separate schools among races were inherently unequal. By that, the hi ghest court
offered new period for American’s race relations in public education under school
desegregation A that time the Bown case marked the transition from separate public

education based on race to school desegregation and racial integration (B own 2-4).

Accordingto Patterson James, the effect of the decision was on civl rights movement
because it had noimmediateinfluence onthe Anericansociety at |east the first ten years. The
second one was on racial irnegration and school desegregation but the impact happened

gradually and over period of time (4).

Even after the Brown decision which prohibited racial dscrimination among races,
sout hern black chil dren were still sufferi ng from the psychol ogi cal impact of those segregated
systems. Aso smal minority group or Negro students suffered physically and

psychol ogi cally from atendi ng the maj ority of white schools (CGarson 3).
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It was the fact that, racial separated system in public accommodations woul d directly
create the unequal access to these accommodations. It woul d also be unfair for bath races
specifically for black Americans who woul d get the inferior position Duringthe first half of
the century, American racial minorities struggled to prove their existence throughout racial
inegrationto white schools. Additionally, the physical separation of Anerican races affected
black citizens which pushed the Negro race to ask for their legal rights. This woul d happen
withinthe support of the NAACP and ather majar black figures such as W.EB Du Baois,

Booker T. Washington and Martin Luther Kng Jr.

The Followng years of the Bown decision the National Associaion for the
Advancement of Col ored People kept 1oyal tothe black community. It carried out supporting
them by challenginglegal segregatedlaws and fighting for racial equality. The organization’s
attorneys believed that the victory of B-own case opened the doors for further cimvil rights. A
that time, the NAACP was | ooki ng for full integration and howt o eliminate separated public
schools. But the central question was the declaration of the Brown decision of 1954 sufficient
to end the legality of Jim Gow Laws. Unfortunately, it was not because most segregated

public schools continued to use separated system among Amnerican races.

It was true that the B-rown decision ordered to forbid legal segregationin all public
accommodations, but the decision did nat go further inthe practical life. For instance during
the first month of the decision announcemert, the southern states wtnessed some activties
and programs concerned racial integration But ancther states refused school desegregation
because the white southerners viewed the decision as interference to states’ right and affairs.
Another example demonstrated the facts about blacks’ struggle for racial irtegration at that
time In 1956 when a black woman called Autherine Lucky attempted to enrdl in white

Uni versity of Aabama A the beginning she was apparently admitted just for the safety and
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reputation of the Uhiversity, But later on, Lucky was expelled by the University Board

officials (“Fi ghting Back (1957-1962)” 26).

In addition racial integration started to take place in some American public
institutions which used to be discriminated before. For example, most northern and western
states passed new laws that prohibited racial segregation in all public facilities such as:
Oregon, Montana, Aaska and North Dakota besides to ather cities like Delaware, Maryland
and Missouri. It was due tothe case of B-own v. Board of educationthat many sout hern states

moved toward school desegregation but inslow way.

Additionally, some southern states depended on vol untary school integration which
also called vol untary school desegregation This meart that, the efforts made by local schools
and states in encouraging ethnic diversityinthe United States. In anot her terms, it was states’
plans and policies to encourage racial integration in public schools. During the mid of 1960s
and the beginning of 1970s markedthe era of social change and school transformation It was

the period when desegregated sout hern school s started totake place.

In several states around the country and where the Supreme Court ordered racial
segregation unconstituional, there had been a remarkable progress of racial integration
among American segregated schools over the centuries. Indeed the most integrated schools
were located in rural and small towns. However, large cities wth large population were

highly segregated (Qfield, Lee 2).
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Fgure 4: Percentage of Bl ack Students’ Atendance inthe Majority of White School s

Source. Qfidd Gary, and Changmai Lee. Brown at 50: King’s Dream or Plessy’s

Nightmare? 2004

This figure represerts the percentage of black children attendance at white schools
since the declaration of the Brown decision of 1954 until 2002 It also shows that, the
fdlowng years of the decision marked any change, but throughout the 1960s t he situation of
blacks’ school desegregation marked a considerabl e increase to reach 35%. Besides, school

attendance of dack students continued toincrease until the begi nning of the 1990s.

It was evident that the first ten years fadlowng the B.own decision marked a little
change toward school desegregation because the system they used to practice. For instance,

98% of Hack students inthe southern states remainedinal dack schools (Ofield Lee 17).

Al inall, the Bown decision attempted to achieve racial desegregation in public
schools which concentrated on the southern states where most states were highly segregated
In each time, American cities and local districts under vent plans and programs to fight the
legal and racial systems, the federal court and white sout herners made ala of effortstostand

agai nst such systems by prohibiting racial integration But black Anericans kept the desireto
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achieve equal educational access. So, black student enrollment continuedtoincreasein public

education over times.

4.2 Public Responses tothe Brown Decision

After the declaration of the B-own decision 1954, the United Sates embraced a new
phase of race relations especialyin Anerican public education Moreover, the abolition of
legal segregated schools based upon race created oppositions tothe decision. It was the white
southerners who opposed school desegregation and race irntegration because of two main
reasons. The first reason was that the black community was inferior and colored race.
Concerningthe second one, the whites wantedto preserve their dominance over the country.
For that reasons, school desegregation continued toface obstacles and probl ems over the next

years.

Althoughthe highest court hel dthat racial segregation was illegal and forbidden, some
school districts kept passive wthout any attempt to change the situation Whereas the ot her
schools stood agai nst desegregation programs that were ordered by the local courts. Hence,
the era after the Brown decision marked sl owresponse toward black position urtil the Qwl

R ght Act 1964 ( Conneely 100).

A that time the American society was divided intotwo different iews. Those who
supported school desegregation and ot hers opposed racial integration It was clearly evident,
that the highest court left the rae of changingthe social systemstothe local staes and school
district. But the case faced a severe opposition from most sout herners whom kept supporting
‘separate but equal doctrine’. The followng examples reflected the different opinions toward

the B own decision of 1954
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Hrst of al, the GCovernor Byrnes was a former associate j ustice of the Supreme Court
stated that “he was shockedtolearnthat the court has reverseditself.” Accordingto him, the
US Supreme Court rued racial segregation as a legal practice in Pessy case of 1996, and
then he declared it as illegal and invalidin Brown case 1954. Byrness rejected the idea of
racial inegration Asqo the Governer Talmadge who refused desegregated public schools. H

said that there “wll never be mixed schools while I am Governor.”

The Next one was a professor of history at the University of Wisconsin known as Dr.
Merle Qurti who supported the Brown decision He viewed the decision as an important and
essential because it declared under five combined cases wth common aim. For Curti, it was
the issue which dealt wthracial equality and human di gnity. Curti said “It is great thing ™

Then he stated t hat:

As far as what immediate effect the decision wll have, it is hard to
say. | think that temporarily the situation may cause some conf usi on
Inthe long way it wll have a desirable affect on education Education
means livingtogether andthis great steptowardthat end The decision
isimportant tothe world...it is tremendous victory. (“Supreme Court

Decision Bown v. Board of Education 1954”)

According to CQurti, the Bown decision of 1954 had an immediate impact on the
American society. A he believed that it was a great victory for blacks toward educational
access and racial desegregation H was also certainthat the decision woul d cause various
reactions and oppositions. A the end he agreed that educationis the first stepto eliminate

racial system among all American races.

Anot her defender tothe Brown decision was Thomas dark who was a professor at the

Uni versity of Kentucky. He saidthat “The decision wll have a whol esome effect on the race
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question The decision comes at a good time.” Also, other politicians and writers called it
“The Decision of a Century” (“Supreme Court Decision, Bown v. Board Topeka, Kansas

Board of Education 1954”).

A'so, after the announcement of the B-own decision of 1954, The Amsterdam News of
Harlem statedthat “This was the greatest victory of the Negro peopl e since the “Emanci pati on

Proclamation” (Patterson 4).

Al inall, the landmark decision of 1954 created a hope and aspiration for the col ored
race to have equal educational access and opportunities, a the same time it faced a various
disagreement and most southern states’ oppositions. For that reasons, the B own case was

regarded as a controversial issue duringthe ninetieth century.

4.2 1 Massive Resistance

The responses tothe highest court decision of 1954 were expectedinsome parts of the
southern states whichthey resistedtothe situation at that time. Massive Resistance is aterm
whi ch appeared duringthe 1950s. It was a movemernt that usedto describe the southern states’
reactions tothe Bown v. Board of Education decision In fact, Massive Resistance was a

severe campai gn made by the white southern Anericans agai nst the cd ored race.

At that time the maj ority of states j o ned t oget her agai nst the federal government and
stated that “Segregation now Segregation tomorrow Segregation forever!” As a response,
the court clarified to the southerners that Massive Resistance was illegal and those

segregationists who would broke the laws were regarded as outlavs ( Hagley 167, 172).

In 1955, the Massive Resistance movement beganin Mrginiaas a political campaign

The citizens of Mrginia showed their opposition tothe court decision as other states did As
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usual, the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People’ (NAACP) Lawyers
were invol ved to support the non- white and stand against their activities. By 1956, was the
time when the majority of congressmen; nineteen senators and eighty one representatives
si gned a petition known as “Sout hern Manifesto”. That document ordered sout hernresistance
against Brown decision as they suggested to use legal means to keep mairtaining racial

segregationinthe society (Bown 77).

Those resistances claimed that Brown symbolized the abuse of judicial power and
represented the Supreme Court’s personal and political view instead of looking for the
constituionality of the law After that, they accused the court and ordered states to stand
agai nst desegregation plans and schools. They also cl osed their public schools and changed
them to private ones (78). For example, Mississippi officials refused the court’s decision and
declared that they would abolish public schools before racial integration woul d take place.
Also, some southern legislatures passed new rules aimed to avoid desegregation plans by
offering financial support tothe state schools in order totransform their public schools into
private ones. By that, they challenged the efforts of the NAACP and the Negro community
(KMarman 2-3 2003). Insome areas like Charlatesville and Prince Edward County refused

desegregation and their public schools were d osed

In addition the white southerners refused Brown Il decision They started to close
their public schools and made political reform and social strike in order to prevent racial
integration in public schools. A the same time, some southern states supported the decision
and pratested agai nst the movement. So, they beganto enact the vil Hghts Act 1964. The
latter brought some advancement tothe blacks’ situation Besides, black parents and churches
with the help of the organizations made a la of efforts to build schools for their children
Those schools were supported by local money because the General Assembly opposed to

prowvi de them educational and financial support.
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It was clearly evident, that the path toward racial segregationtook a long time to be
realized Hack Anerican educationfaced ala of obstaclestoreachthe promised equalization

and desegregation under Brown v. Board of Education of 1954

4. 3 Little Rock Qrisis of 1957

The battle toward educational access continued to Arkansas, Little Rock’s Central
H gh Schoadl. It was argued that, the Brown decision represented the struggle of black
Americans towardracial integrationinthe Anerican society particuarlyin public education
Over times, most white sout herners resisted against the decision and blacks’ whishes toward
social and educational equalization Athoughthe Negroes faced harsh obstacles, they kept the

desireto achieve equality and desegregation as vell.

Little Rock crisis appeared in the state of Akansas when white southerners and
gover nors showed their anger and oppositionto school desegregation On September 4™ 1957
nine black Anericans students attemptedto enroll at Little Rock’s Central Hgh School after
they were registered and gave the permission of enrdiment from the federal district court.
During that time white segregationists and local school officials called the Akansas’
Governor Qval Faubus to act against the situation and maintain order (“The Little Rock

N ne” 3).
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Hgure 5. Hizabeth Eckford Attempts to Enter Little Rock Gentral High School Source:

Burenin Lara School Integration and the Little Rock Crises. P. 8

The picture shows one of the white students resisted to blacks’ enrollment at Little
Rock Hgh School who refused the idea of racial integration She also expressed her anger
toward Hizabeth Eckford who challenged them and enteredthe white school. This explained
the extreme rejection of the white students. Aso, it represents a brave act against the severe
opposition of the white community and symbolized blacks’ hope in establishing equal

educational opportunities.

Two day earlier, Governor Faubus of Akansas expressed his disagreement and said
that the students’ admission was a threat. As a response, he ordered the Arkansas National
Guardto contrd the school. When Faubus called the state troops, he claimedthat “They wll
act as nat segregationists or integrationist... but as soldiers calledto active dutyto carry out

their assigned tasks”. The next day, the Arkansas troops surrounded the Central Hgh School
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and prevented the nine black students from entering tothat school. A that time, Little Rock
School Board was working on desegregation plan Besides, the NAACP’s Legal Defense
Fund accused the schoal district of little Rock and appealed the court and supported black
Americans students who triedto enrdl in white school only. Indeed, the nine black students
tried againto enter the high school but they faced crowed of white students pratestors who

refused their admission (“The Little Rock Nne” 4).

Inaddition Mrs. AQyde D Thomas was a member of Little Rock‘s Mother Committee
who opposed school desegregation She raised a suit tothe state court and the case was under
the judge Ronald N Davis (117). A that time, the confrontati on bet ween bl ack students who
tried to enter the high school and the stae guard troops which obliged the president
H senhower toirterfere and sert troops and members of 101% Arborne division He gave the
permissionto allowt he nine black studentsto enter the Little Rock Schoadl. For that reason he
was regarded as the first president who sent federal troops in order to protect black
Americans’ rights and permitted racial integration since the Reconstruction Ea

(McNeese,”Bown v. Board of Education” 124).

Also, the federal district’s judge Ronald ordered the School Board to carry out the
desegregation plan Thus, the struggle bet ween the five sides those were: nine black students,
the white Americans, the districd court, the troops, the Governor Faubus and President
B senhower created crises over the state specificallyat Little Rock Schools. Consequently, the
period wtnessed mob vidence threatened the nine students, and massive resistance in

A kansas made the B-own decision hardtaskto achi eve its aim.

The nine black teenagers were: Qoria Ray, Jefferson Thomas, Terrence Roberts,
Carlata Walls, Melba Pattillg Minnijean Bown, Thelma Mathershed, Enest Geen and

Hizabeth Eckford were considered as the first black Anericans who attended Little Rock
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Central Hgh School of Arkansas. But after period of time, they faced white students’ anger as
they were threatened to white southerners’ rict. White students started to throw objects over
them, and some of them began crying when the Negro students attended the school. During
that period, the Central High School marked events of vi dence agai nst the ni ne bl ack students
either verbal or physical attack by the white Americans (McNeese 78- 79, 2008). On
September 20" 1957, the federal court and judge Davis orderedthe governor Faubus to stop
intervening wth the court’s order toward desegregation program. As they ordered him to

return back the National Guard troops (“The Little Rock N ne” 5).

Despitethe fact, the nine black students were supported and pratected by the president
Hsenhower, the Governor Faubus continued to refuse blacks’ integration at Arkansas’ hi gh
school. By 1958, he decided to close Little Rock’s public schools and transform them into
private ones. So, the struggle continued until the Supreme Court orderedthe schoalsin Little
Rock to be reopened againin 1959. A that time, onlythree black students were enrolled and
other grade in Little Rock Public Education did not follow desegregation plan until 1972
During 1968 approximately 20.3% of black students attended white schools and t wo years

later the number increased to 90% (Mc Neece 82, 2008).

Little Rock Grisis was regarded as the most influential event in blacks’ history of G vil
R ght Movement that drew an international attention Hack American students proved that
they were no more feared the white superiority particuarly after the landmarks decision of
1954. It also symbolized the struggle in achieving school desegregation, which the black
community hoped to pass the coor line in American educational system and racial

equalization as well.

4.4 The Gul Rghts Act 1964
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Despite the fact, the B-own decision held that racial segregation among American
citizens was unconstituional, many southern states and local public schools continued to
fdlow segregated systems. It was fact that, the southerners wanted to keep the t wo races
separate specifically to keep the Negroes under low position Over centuries, the white
popul ation resisted against blacks’ wll, and they used all the means to prevent them from
gai ning equal educational opportunities which affectedtheir educational level as well as their

socia position

Eachtimethe black community kept the desireto challenge the white supremacy. On
Juy 2" 1964 the congress passed the dvil Hghts Act that was signed by the president
Lyndon Johnson. The act aimed to forbid legal segregation in all public facilities, as it
permitted racial integration inschools and ather public places. Asa the passage of the act of
1964 concentrated on the importance of desegregation and hi ghlighted blacks’ integrationin

the Americans’ social life (“The Gwvil Rghts Act of 1964” 2014).

It was believed that, the dvil Rghts Act considered as the first serious anti-racist
legislation passed by the congress since the Reconstruction Fra It was also called “Fair

Housing Act” which stated that:

Al persons shall be ertitledtothe ful equal enjainment of the goods,
services, faclities, privileges, advantages, and accommodation, as
defined inthe section wthout discrimination or segregation onthe
ground of race, cdor, religion o national origin (“What Light Does the

Gwvil Rghts Act of 1875 Shed onthe Gwil Rghts Act of 1964 1)

The quotation expresses howthe American congress prohibited racial segregation in
all public facilities through introducingthe dwvil R ghts Act of 1964. The later, declaredt hat

all American races should enjoy the same and equal rights. Then the act considers the



Yessaad 64

practice of segregation among Amnerican citizens unlawful under the basis of col or, ethnicity,

di versity, gender, religon andtheir orign

Furthermore, the act opened new ways for gaining more ciMl rights like marriage,
religon vating rights and gave more freedom tothe black community. It also hel pedthem for
acquiring more social equalization Inadditiontothe dvil Hghts Act, the congress passed
anot her act known as the Educational Cpportunity Act of 1964. The later ledtothe increase
of school desegregation in the Unhited Sates education During the 1970s, the period
witnessed a considerable progress in school desegregationinthe south Approximately one
half of black students attended schools wth the mgarity of white students, and 10% were
attended wth non-whites. A the time southern states wtnessed a substantial advancemert
toward racial integration, desegregated school programs shifted to most urban areas inthe

north (“National Hstoric landmarks of Arkansas: Little Rock Central Hgh School” 12).

During the 1960s, the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People
continued its prgect inachieving racial equalization and eliminating discriminatory systems
inthe American society. Indeed, the passage of dwvil Hghts Act of 1964 influenced the
executive and legislaion branches tointervene and defeat racial segregation particuarly in
public educational cases concerning blacks’ rights under the Uhited States constitution
(Bown 85). So, thanks to the act which helped to look out and regul ate blacks’ civil rights
and other American minorities as well through preventing the use of segregation systems

among the country:.

It is argued that, the Civil Rghts Act of 1964 was regarded as one of the best
achievement in blacks’ historyinadditionto Voting Ri ghts of 1965. Consequently, these laws
guararteed more rights for black Americans whom gained more opportunities in the

educational field social and economic life after a long period of struggle. Because the dwl



Yessaad 65

Rights Act of 1964 forbad any state from depriving the basic of ciul rights for all Anericans.
Also the US congress focused to ensure liberty and equality among American citizens

regard ess their race, and segregation was agai nst justice and Anerican ideals.

During the mid- 1960s, the southern states wtnessed a progress in black’s hi gher
school graduationrate For instancein 1960, blacks’ enrolment was 35% thenit roseto 57%
in 1970, and by 1977 the number increasedto 71%. So, schoal attendance of Negro students
increased over times, because during 1960 was 84,000 and then it became 426,000 in 1976.
Many people believed that desegregated schools among white and colored race improved

blacks’ education (Wright 8).

By the end of 1960s and throughout the begi nning of 1970s, the Anerican popul ation
witnessed a progress towards blacks’ integration which followed by the support of the courts
and the government’s branches. A that time educational officdas wth the department of
Justice and the highest court supported racia irntegration and ordered local states and school
distridstomaintain desegregation plans. Consequently, the period marked the transition from
segregation to racial integration Aso it was the time when the southerners shifted from

extreme separationto fdlowdesegregation palicies.

Al inall, the dvil Rghts Act of 1964 challenged the white supremacy in front of
racia inequalities and social prejudices and injustices as well. A aresult, the passage of the
act secured more protection for black Americans’ rights and represented the path toward
racial equalization and social justices. It also symbolized the fight for blacks’ citizenship in

the Anerican society.

4.5 Educational Achievement Gap bet ween White and Hack Students in Public School

Desegregation
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Over centuries of racial inequalities inthe American educational system, the black
community concentrated its efforts on school desegregation In fact, they aimedto improve
their educational level which would help them to gain their civil rights inthe American

society. A they fought to establish equal educational access as the white students dd

During the school year, black students attended elementary schools wth less
experience thanthe white students because of the different conditions of thet wo races. So, the
gap rate directly increased among them. By 1991, approximately 31% of Negro students at
the age of 3and 4 years old were enrdledinschools comparedto 40% of whites’ enrollment

(Rley 2.

Barton and Coley woteintheir articletitled “The Black-White Achievement Gap ™ t hat
there was a consi derabl e gap i nthe educati onal achievement among bl ack and white studerts.
During the 1970s and 1980s, the National Assessment of Educational Program started to
report data about American students’ achievements. A that time the achievement gap
narrowed concerning the subjects of reading and mathematics. According to them, the
begi nning of the 20™ century marked a decrease inthe Amnerican educational gap. It was due
to several circumstances such as: the landmark decision of 1954 followed by other blacks’
victories toreach the passage of the dwvil Hghts Act of 1964 Which all of them orderedto
maintain racial inegration school desegregation and social justices particuarly racial
equalizationinthe educational field (2. Infact, the followng years of 1970s and 1980s, the
educational gap among white and col ored race remained stable to some extent but not for all

ages. For example, in 1999 and throughout 2004 the gap continued to narrow (14).
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Readi ng and Mat hematics

Source: Barton, E Paul, and Rchard J Coley. The Black- White Achievement Gap: when

Progress Stopped. 2010. P 6

It is cearly noticed that, the estimae of 2004 and throughout 2008 witnessed a

substartial change in the achievement gap of mathematics and reading as well. The gap

decreased for students at the age between 9 and 13 years odd The percentage of black

students’ attendance in 1972 was 28% and shifted to 41% in 1992 and the gap was nearly

closed during 2004. Aso, the gap differs according to the students’ age and school years

whi ch sometimes marks anincrease and in a her times it decreases.
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During the 1990s, Barton and Coley stated that the educational achievement gap
started to increase. For instance inreading student wth 13 years ol d the achievement gap
raised from 18 points in 1988 to become 30 points in 1990s. Asaq the achievement gap of
mat hematics increased especialy for students at age of 13 and 17 years old However, the
years bet ween 1999 and 2004 t he educational gap among Negro and white students startedto

narrowand the best sample of gap reduction appeared inread ng

Thanks to desegregation plans that were ordered by the courts which affected
positivel y the educational achievements of black students. It was one the factors that hel ped
black Americans to reach educational access and to improve their levels. For that reason,
racial desegregation was amongthe contributing factorsthat narrowed t he achievement gapin

the sout hern schoadls.

Furthermore, Barton and Coley wote about the educational achievement gap at
college graduation rates. They demonstrated that, the college graduation rates of white
students was four time higher than the blacks’ rate which meant 4% for black students
compared wth 16% for whites. However during the 1990, the gap among the two races
decreased whi ch meant that white students rate was doublethanthe black rates. But again the
achievement gapincreased in 2000. Concerningthe graduationrate of American women was

lowin 1960 (17).

It was clearly evident that, the educational gap appearedinthe academic performance
among white and black students such as inreading, mathematics and science was lower for
black Americans than whites. Indeed the educational achievement gap was reported by the

National Assessment of Educational Progress ( NAEP).

Al in all, the educational achievement gap between white and black American

students changed over period of time since the Reconstruction Eratothe twenty first century.
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The blacks’ educational level was related wth several factors and different circumstances t hat

we have aready discussed inthe previous chapters.
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Concl usion

We can say that during the first half of the t wentieth century, the United Staes social
system was shaped under the practice of racial discrimination This latter continuedto govern
blacks’ life over the folow ng year since the declaration of the Rrown decision 1954. The
latter hopped toimprove blacks’ educational level and social status. In fact, the colored race
fought to achieve racial equalization and desegregation inthe American society which they
concentrated on public facilities specifically public schools. Additionally, the decision of
Brown v. Board of Education resulted various reactions over the nation particuarly inthe
Deep South It was clearly evident that, most of the southern states resisted tothe landmark
decision in order to preserve their dominance while just small states supported it. But the
black community kept their dream to enjoy social equalizations as white popul ation did The
best example that represented blacks’ challenged t o the foundation of apartheidlaws was the
events in Little Rock’s Central Hgh School. Then, another important event occurred in
blacks’ history was the passage of the Gvil Rghts Act of 1964, which was an essential

legislation passedtoregulaethe social prejudices and inequalitiesinthe United Sates.

General QGncl usion
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Brown v. Board of Education of 1954 was regar ded as one of the most decisive rule by
the United Sates Supreme Court. It was also calledthe “Decision of the Century” that shaped
blacks’ wllingness in reaching their educational access and their social equalization
Throughout history, the Negroes were victims of their complexions and social irjustices in
addition to educational inequalities. For that reasons, they fought to gain their civil rights
provi ded by the American constitution and guaranteed by the fourteenth Anendment under
the equal pratection In fact, the decision was nat only about American children or public
education, but also it was among million decisions that served against racial policies inthe

American society.

The current dissertation is mainly addressed to explain the Influence of the Brown
Decision of 1954 on the American Education: the Case of Black Americans. It was the
decision that overturned the legal foundation of “separate but equal” doctrine of 1896 under
Plessy v. Fergusson case. Aso it was the landmark decision that marked the struggl e of the

colored race inachieving their dwl rights.

A the beginning of the study, we were working on: The impact of the Brown decision
of 1954 on the American Educational System. But after we analyzed data and we explored
various evernts through using statistics in order to showto what extent the B-own decision
impacted blacks’ education We reached that, the highest court decision prohibited racial
segregation and ordered school integration but the decision did not impacted directly bl acks’
situation especialy during the first ten years. As we naticedthat, the era after B-own decision
marked an influence interm of slowresponse and massive resistance i nthe southern public
schools toward blacks’ integration In addition to some southern public schools remained
segregated until the passage of the Awvil Hghts Act of 1964. So, we were obliged to change
the title to become: The Influence of the Brown decision of 1954 on the American Education:

the Case of Black Americans.
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Blacks’ experience in the American society was clearly understood as a struggle
toward equality and as the fight against the bad treatments of racial segregation This latter
directly affected their personal liberties which pushed them pushed them to challenge their
inferior position as a minority group, and to act against the racist restrictions made by the
southerners. In addition to their lower status, black community faced several barriers in
American Education which prevent them to use their legal rights as whites did For that

reason, they kept out of the American society urtil the declaration of B-own decision

Throughout the dissertation we also demonstrate the situation of blacks during the
nineteenth century that was based on race and injustices inthe American society. We have
seen that, the white southerners imposed restricted lavs against the cdored race known as
Hack Codes and Jim G owlaws. Inadditionto Ku Kux Kan who extremely opposed blacks’
freedom and racial equality, Plessy v. Fergusson represented the legal foundation of racial
system. Al of them aimed to keep the t wo races separate and wanted to preserve their
supremacy over the black community. Besides, the study explains the | ower situation of the
Negroes and their bad conditions in attendi ng separate schools wth bad quality comparedto

those school s atended by whites wth better educational facilities.

Furthermore, the study explains how black Amnericans responded to the hostility of
white sout herners after centuries of badtreatment andinequalities. Thanks tothe ma or efforts
made by Thur good Marshall and the NAACP’ attorneys in fighting racial discrimination and
struggling in establishing more equal rights in the American society particuarly in the
educational system. Their efforts pushed the United Sates Supreme Courts to declare racial
segregationin public schools unconstituional under the five consolidated cases known Brown
v. Board of Education of 1954 Duringthat period, hundreds of legal litigations challengedthe
constituionality of separated schools based onrace wth unequal educational opportunities. In

fact, the mg or question of the t ventieth century was beyond the cd or line and race.
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It is believed that, the Brown decision of 1954 marked the transition from separate
public schools to racial inegration But in fact, it was not sufficent in establishing full
inegrationinthe American society or school desegregationin particular. It is because, racial
disparities among American races continued to shape their practical life specifically inthe
educational system. The elimination of legal segregation did not stop against the Massive
resistance of the white southerners. The later, carried out to refuse racial equalization and
school desegregation among all Amnerican citizens by using all means against Negroes
integration For instance, the events occurred in Little Rock’s Central Hgh School in 1957.
Hence, the fdlowng ten years of the B-own decision marked a little change toward racial

integration because most public schools inthe south remai ned separated

Additionally, the decision did not mark any immediate progress toward racial
equalization nor schod integration urtil the passage of the dvil Hghts Act of 1964. It was
the lawthat provided equal pratection for all Americans regardess their ethnicity and
diversity. Hence, the issue of racial equalization and school integration were the major focus

of blacks’ civil rights movement.

Athoughthe Supreme Court orderedfor racia integration and school equalization the
era wtnessed a slowresponse tothe decision as we have seeninthethird chapter. But it was
still regarded as a victory for the col ored race against the badtreatment of segregated systems.
Itisimportant to knowthat, the black community and Americans minorities wanted to enjoy
the same rights enjoyed by whites. A that time, the Negroes dreamed to acquire better
educational opportunities and social justices inthe country. According to them, the Brown
case served as inspiring educational reform inthe United Sates that challenged the legal
practice of school segregation Asq it promaed to achieve equal educational access and

establishing more ciul rights. The major debate was whether Brown v. Board of education,
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Topeka, Kansas 1954 had really accomplished or reached the promised integration and racial

equali zati on

Despite the barriers and harsh circumstances, the black community kept the desire to
achieve more educational access and social equality. So, the first hypaot hesis which suggested
that, the Brown decision of 1954 was passed because black Americans fought for school
desegregation and social equalizationis approved. It is because, the B-own case still regarded
as a possible remedy tothe racia integration which provi ded a hope for better life. It marked
the first steptoward equalization and racial integraion The decision also hel ped the col ored

race to pass the stereat ype image of racial inferiority due tothe “equal protection clause”.

Concerning the second one, we hypathesized that racial segregation was forhbidden
because the Supreme Court rued for school desegregation So, this hypathesis is proved
because the highest court ordered the southern states for racia integration and equal
educational opportunities regardess their race. After that, blacks’ education was influenced
by the 1954 decision and marked a progress over period of time as it wtnessed black
integration toward white public schools. Throughout the research discussion the Supreme
Court had a significant impact onthe NAACP’s cases. It was due to his powerful position and
blacks challenges that led to the declaration of the Brown decision against the apartheid
system of Jim Gow Laws. It means that, the highest court established the legal basis for the
nation’s irterest. The Chief justice Earl Warren reversed segregated schools and unequal
educational opportunities among races to racial irtegration in public schools. Athough the
Supreme Court served to maintainracial equality and social order inthe United Sates, the
decision was not sufficient because it did nat achieve ful integration as we have mentioned

before.
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After along discussion the dissertation shows to what extent the Brown litigation of
1954 contributed i n preventing racism and social prejudicesinthe United Sates. It was a fact
that, the black community fought for racial integration and school desegregation It was dueto
the Brown decisionthat influenced American’s race relations under racial equali zati on among
all the citizens. The litigation reflects a positive change toward blacks’ situation; from their
inferior position and poor conditions to become American citizens whom they startedto gain
their rights as whites did. It also stands as one of the best examples of the court in defendi ng

blacks’ rights from the white dominance.

We can say that, Bown v. Board of Education decision influences the American
public educational system, as it reflects blacks’ awareness to their position under the white
supremacy. Inspite of the elimination of the racial system under legal laws, it is agreed t hat
the issue of segregation takes a long time to be solved since the Anerican public schools

conti nue to use such system.
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